
May 3, 2020 
Forth Sunday of Easter Family Activity 

Introduction  
In the readings for this Sunday we hear from the Acts of the Apostles, First Letter of Saint Pe-

ter and from the Gospel of John chapter 10. In the Acts of the Apostles St. Peter stands up af-
ter receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit and proclaims Jesus crucified and risen from the dead 
and baptism for the forgiveness of sins. With Peter’s preaching 3000 people joined the faith. 

In the reading from the Second Letter of Saint Peter, Peter speaks about suffering with Jesus 
and that even as Jesus suffered and did not complain so should we. When we do that we return 
to Jesus who is the true shepherd of our soul. In the Gospel Jesus speaks to the Pharisees in 

parables, he calls himself the Good Shepard and the gate for the sheep. Jesus says that His sheep know him 
and His voice. Jesus protects and guards His sheep and will stay with His sheep no matter the cost to     
Himself. May we learn more and more to hear and recognize the voice of Our Good Shephard.  

Materials 
1. Readings LINK  
2. Bible 
3. Gospel animation for children LINK 
4. Listen to reflection on the gospel reading: 

 Homily from Fr. Charlie during Mass livestreamed @ 10:00am  LINK  
 Or Reflection from Scripture scholar Jeff Cavins LINK  

5. Music option LINK 
6. Paper 
7. Pencils  
8. Cotton balls or marshmallows  
9. Straw 
10. Tape 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/050320.cfm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uKtW_3yQXBw
https://youtu.be/b-mfE0QVXQM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_CWzqmWIIE&list=PLeXS0cAkuTPoC9rMFp4CGNk0S28ud8bj8&index=54
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ddy6ta4e9I


Method  
1. Pray: (Thank God for your family, for his love and for this time together. Praise Him for his goodness and 

His grace. Ask Him for anything that you need. End with sign of the Cross.) 
2. Read: the First Reading, Psalm, Second Reading and Gospel.  
3. Talk: about the readings. Ask if anything from the readings stood out to any of the children. Note how Jesus is 

our Good Shepherd and always cares for us.  
4. Play: the Herding Sheep activity found below or Shephard Says 
5. Talk: about how we are protected by Jesus because He is the Good Shephard and He lay down His life for the 

Sheep. Remember the Passion and that He died for our sins and to bring us to heaven.  
6. Pray: the Our Father.  
 

Activity 
Herding Sheep 
1. Use a piece of paper to make a fence for your sheep tape it together using the 

tape. You may need to tape it to the table.   
2. Place the cotton balls or marshmallows scattered about the table  
3. Using the straw blow on the cotton balls or marshmallows to herd the sheep into 

the fenced area that you created.  
 
Shephard Says 
1. Following the same rules of Simon Says with the exception that the leader says 

“Shephard says ____” (fill in the blank with a command) 
2. Variation 1 that could be added is that when Shephard says “Wolf!” all the sheep 

have to run and hide whether or not the shepherd said “Shephard says”  
3. Variation 2 to add is that all the sheep must face away from the shepherd and add 

a person who plays as the “Hired Man”.  The “Hired Man” and “The Shephard” 
both give commands to the sheep but the sheep must only hear and follow the commands of “The Shephard”.  

4. Have the children listen closely to what the “Shephard” is asking them to do and to learn to recognize the shep-
herd's voice.  

 








