
 
 Marriage as a Sacrament 

A marriage is brought into being by the lawfully manifested consent of 
persons who are legally capable. This consent cannot be supplied by 
any human power.  Canon 1057.1 
 

Matrimonial consent is an act of will by which a man and a woman by 
an irrevocable covenant mutually give and accept one another for the 
purpose of establishing a marriage.  Canon 1057.2 
 

All can contract marriage who are not prohibited by law. Canon 1058 
 

The marriage of Catholics, even if only one party is baptized, is 
governed not only by divine law but also by canon law, without 
prejudice to the competence of the civil authority in respect of the 
merely civil effects of the marriage.  Canon 1059 

 Picture/Video 
At most weddings, a photographer, and perhaps videographer, is hired to 
provide a pictorial record. We understand that this record is important but it is 
essential that the focus of those participating in this liturgy be the liturgy itself - 
not the person taking pictures! So, we ask that no photographer/videographer 
be in or around the sanctuary area while the liturgy is taking place. Please share 
this information with your photographer.  

Other Guidelines 
Hall & Church facilities: You are welcome to use parish halls/Gymnasium 
for preparation, rehearsal dinner and Reception. A rental fee for rehearsal 
and reception will apply, with parties providing proof of insurance. You are 
responsible to clean up after the event. Contact parish secretary. 
 

No alcohol may be brought to our consumed in any of the parish 
buildings or on the parking lot. This is especially important on the day of 
your wedding, because alcohol consumption may be used as just cause 
to nullify your marriage. Violators will be asked to leave the parish 
ground immediately.  
 

Honorarium: Many couples choose to give a gift to the organist, wedding 
coordinator and the priest in appreciation for their help in preparing you and the 
church for your wedding. We encourage you to take care of this.  

 

Wedding Guidelines 

This involves:        
• Preparing for a church wedding and a lifetime of 

Christian marriage as a Sacrament. 
• Planning a church wedding at one of our campuses: St. 

Mary, St. Andrew or Holy Family 
• Taking a FOCCUS score for an open communication 

between the couple. 

Congratulations! You are getting married! One of the most 
important and exciting milestones in a person’s life is getting 
married. Becoming engaged sets into motion many events and 
lots of planning, not the least of which is arranging for the 
wedding ceremony itself.  
 
Marriage is a lifelong commitment. No other decision you make 
may be as important as this one. We are not just helping you 
prepare for your wedding day; our primary focus is preparing you 
for your married life.  

ST. ELIZABETH  
Ann Seton 
Parish 
Richmond, 
Indiana. 

Marriage Preparation Elsewhere 
You may just use one of our campuses for your wedding though you do your 
preparation in another Catholic parish. You are free to choose a priest, deacon, a 
relative or friend who is a priest to preside at your wedding. Let the pastor know of 
it. All documents for such preparation must be produced to the pastor. The couple 
should make sure that the officiating clergy has proper permission to preside at 
your wedding mass/ceremony. 

 

  



 

 

 

Liturgical Selection Record: 
In order to prepare for a meaningful liturgy of the 
celebration of your marriage as a sacrament (Mass or 
without Mass), at least 3 weeks prior to your marriage, 
meet with the priest to select readings, music and other 
arrangements  to better coordinate the liturgy.  
 

Rehearsal: The previous day to the wedding is the 
rehearsal day. 
 

Music: The pastor must approve the music you choose. 
No CDs or Tapes may be used. Contact organist on 
time. 
 

The marriage covenant, by which a man and a woman establish 
between themselves a partnership of their whole life, and which of its 
own very nature is ordered to the well-being of the spouses and to the 
procreation and upbringing of children, has, between the baptized, 
been raised by Christ the Lord to the dignity of a sacrament. 
                      Canon 1055.1 

 

The essential properties of marriage are unity 
and indissolubility; in Christian marriage they 
acquire a distinctive firmness by reason of the 
sacrament.      Canon 1056 

Meeting with the priest 
At least six months prior to their desired wedding date the couple meets 
with Fr. Sengole Gnanaraj. At this meeting forms required for marriage in 
the church are filled out; the priest explains and answers questions about 
the entire preparation process. Additional meetings may be required.   

Catholic Engaged Encounter/Pre-Cana/TOBIT 
At least three months prior to your desired wedding date you are 
encouraged to attend one of these retreats. The parish will provide 
information on when and where the retreats are held and an application 
form. Couples are responsible for the cost of the retreat. If you are 
experiencing financial hardship, convey it to the priest.  
 

The certificate of completion for the retreat is to be presented to Fr. 
Sengole Gnanaraj. 

FOCCUS – Couple Inventory 
FOCCUS (Facilitating Open Couple Communication, Understanding and 
Study) is a self-diagnostic inventory designed to help couples learn more 
about themselves and their unique relationship.  It is a tool to help couples 
name and work through issues.  At the first meeting with the priest, along 
with other pre-nuptial document preparation, the FOCCUS couple 
inventory is administered.  The priest will guide the process.  This lasts 
about 45 minutes.  Then later, the results of this test will be discussed and 
facilitated by a FOCCUS trained facilitator. A fee of $25 is to be paid for the 
online test scoring and related materials.  The couple inventory will be 
administered at the first meeting with the priest.  
  
 

Sponsor Couple 
Sponsor couples play a vital role in the preparation of a wedding. The 
sponsor couples usually go over the FOCCUS results, helping you navigate 
your conversation. They are couples that are great witnesses to their own 
marriage life. They will share with you their views, convictions and life 
lessons gotten from their own marriage. You will be asked to contact the 
sponsor couples who belong to the parish. If you know a sponsor couple 
from the list of such couples with whom you are comfortable, let the priest 
know of it. 

Marrying a Non-Catholic? 
As a baptized catholic you are obliged to marry in the Church. But if your 
future spouse is a non-Catholic the issue of choosing a faith in which to rear 
your children can be a sensitive one, which merits full, frank and charitable  

Reserving a Date & Time for your Wedding… 
There are certain times when, because of archdiocesan liturgical guidelines 
we do not schedule weddings. They are: Season of Advent, Season of Lent, 
First Communion Weekend, and Parish Picnic Weekend. During your first 
meeting with the priest, reserve the Date and Time and get it confirmed by 
the priest. Weddings can be scheduled on Friday evenings or Saturday 
afternoon no later than 2.00pm. The church will be available for decoration 
on the wedding day at 8.30am. If on a Saturday, the celebration should end 
by 4pm for making it easier for the Sunday anticipation mass.  

Wedding Party: You will need at least two persons, usually 1 male & 1 
female to serve as your witnesses. You may have children serve as ring 
bearers or flower girls. Please advise your friends/wedding party not chew 
gums or bring beverages to Church 

 

discussion between the future spouses. For this reason, the law of the 
Church requires that the Catholic party sign a promise to do everything 
possible [while respecting the rights of his/her future spouse] to have the 
children of the marriage baptized and raised as Catholics. The non-Catholic 
party needs to be aware of this promise. No such promise is asked of the 
non-Catholic party. 


