
Parish	of	the	Resurrec/on	Pastoral	Council	Mee/ng	Minutes	

Sunday,	March	8,	2020	at	6	pm	

Present:	Mary	Beth	Coté,	Pat	Sormani,	Fr.	Bill,	Linda	Malm,	Mike	Reis,	Jane	Hanson,	
Deacon	John,	Jack	Sanders,	Cheryl	Chris@ansen	(for	Sharon	Gidumal),	Dick	Schwer	(for	
Joe	McClory),	Nancy	Maloney	(for	Julie	Edmiston).  
Absent:	Fr.	Greg,	Joe	Quin 
Guests:	Al	Mercatante,	Ruth	Sanders	

1. Call	to	order	–	Mary	Beth	called	the	mee@ng	to	order	at		6:03	pm.	

2. AEendance	and	Welcome	to	Guests		–	Mary	Beth	

3. Prayer/Reading	and	Reflec/on-		5	–	10	minutes	–		Linda	Malm	

4. Amendment/Approval	of	February	2020	Minutes		

The	minutes	were	approved	aRer	a	minor	correc@on.		

5. Old	Business	

A. 	Update	-	50th	Anniversary	Events		

Fr.	Bill	thought	the	mission	was	“beUer	than	the	last	year.”		Most	of	the	prior	year	
evalua@ons	had	been	nega@ve,	but	so	far	this	year	we	have	not	goUen	many	
evalua@ons	(3	so	far).		Last	year	we	also	had	some	posi@ve	comments,	probably		
balanced	out	between	nega@ve	and	posi@ve.		Ruth	commented	aUendance	was		
preUy	good	this	year,	with	30	-	40	people	each	morning,	and	around	70	people	in		
the	evenings.		We	did	have	a	number	of	visitors.		People	seemed	to	enjoy	Fr.		
Simeon,	made	good	comments	and	seemed	happy.	Dick	commented	he	and	Carol		
aUended	all	4	nights,	and	liked	it	very	much.		Mary	Beth	commented	that	we	want	
to	thank	everyone	involved	in	all	the	50th	anniversary	events	through	out	the	year.	

B. 	Pastoral	Council	Elec/on	Planning	

*This	was	reported	by	Dick	Schwer.		Joe	McClory	and	Dick	met	and	looked	at		
draRs	of	materials	we	need	for	upcoming	elec@on.		Best	weekends	for		
nomina@ons	are	3/28-29	and	4/4-5.		Elec@ons	will	take	place	in	May,	on	the	1st		

and	3rd	weekends.	(We	will	skip	the	2nd	weekend	in	May	due	to	Mother’s	Day).	
*People	are	needed	to	sign	up	to	help	at	the	table	in	case	people	have	ques@ons.			
Two	people	are	needed	aRer	the	5:30	and	8:15	Masses,	and	three	people	are		
needed	aRer	the	10:30	Mass.		A	signup	sheet	is	being	circulated.	
*We	have	job	descrip@ons	for	steward	and	standing	commiUee	representa@ves.		
(Recall	we	no	longer	have	trustees	on	council,	so	that	posi@on	is	not	included	in		
the	job	descrip@ons)	
*The	Steward	job	descrip@on	is	slightly	modified	from	the	previous	one.	Two		
stewards	will	be	up	for	a	2-year	posi@on,	and	two	stewards	will	be	up	for	a	1-year		



posi@on.		So	all	stewards	are	up	for	elec@on	this	year.		We	want	to	have	steward		
terms	staggered,	so	that	is	why	the	mix	of	terms	in	this	elec@on	only.	
*Standing	commiUee	representa@ve	has	to	be	a	member	of	that	commiUee.		This		
year,	only	representa@ves	for	social	concerns	and	parish	life	commiUees	(even		
numbered	years)	are	up	for	elec@on.		Next	year	the	other	two	standing		
commiUee	representa@ves	will	come	up	for	elec@on.	
*We	also	have	a	draR	of	the	nomina@on	form.		This	consists	of	a	brief	one-page		
summary	of	the	posi@ons.	Two	sample	bios	are	on	the	back	side	of	the	form.		Dick		
will	put	the	ballot	together	with	Joe	McClory.		People	are	also	needed	to	help	with		
tables	during	the	actual	elec@on,	so	Dick	will	send	around	a	sign	up	sheet	for	that		
too.	
*Dick	will	check	with	Debbie	about	pugng	up	nominee	informa@on	on	the		
monitor	in	the	gathering	space.		Dick	asked	that	if	anyone	could	help	with	pugng		
something	together	they	let	him	know.	
*Fr.	Bill	suggested	we	s@pulate	people	have	to	join	the	commiUee	to	be		
nominated	to	represent	that	commiUee,	as	opposed	to	already	having	to	be	on		
the	commiUee.		Some	people	have	per@nent	backgrounds	but	may	not	be	on	the		
commiUee	right	now.		Dick	said	he	could	modify	the	language.		There	are	4	or	5		
people	on	parish	life	commiUee,	for	example,	who	would	be	eligible.	
*Ruth	ques@oned	whether	Fr.	Bill’s	sugges@on	should	be	done.	We	don’t	want	to		
have	unintended	consequences.		We	did	have	lengthy	discussions	on	this	before.		
It	would		be	great	if	more	than	one	person	on	the	commiUee	willing	to	serve.	Jane		
thought	it	would	seem	awkward	if	the	rep	has	no	background,	for	example,	in		
liturgy.	Cheryl	commented	being	on	a	commiUee	could	be	educa@onal.		
*Dick	reminded	us	we	wanted	to	make	the	commiUee	reps	electable	to	have		
enough	people	on	council	that	are	elected.		He	thought	commiUees	would	get	
together	beforehand	and	see	who	might	be	willing	to	serve.		This	is	the	first	year		
we’re	doing	this.	The	person’s	name	for	the	commiUee	rep	person	should	be	put		
before	the	parish	so	they	can	affirm	the	person.	

C. Upcoming	Mee/ngs	No/ce			  
	  
No	April	mee@ng	(Easter)	  
May	mee@ng	date	change	to	May	17	(due	to	Mother’s	Day)  

6. New	Business		

A. Updates	on	Pastoral	Council	Goals:	
1. 	Reports	from	Standing	CommiUees	

a.	 Parish	Life				
	 Linda	reported.		See	aUached	report.																																
	 Ruth	commented	Easter	is	the	official	end	of	the	50th	anniversary,	so		 																																
	 the	recep@on	aRer	the	Easter	Masses	will	close	the	year.																																



b. Social	Concerns	
	 *Cheryl	reported.																																		
	 *CommiUee	is	planning	to	distribute	Parish	Charitable	Giving	funds		 																																
	 based	on	feedback	from	finance	council.		Cheryl	thought	we	are	in	the																																		
	 process	of		 checking	with	all	the	ministries	to	make	sure	they	are	all		 																																
	 s@ll	making	good	use	of	the	funds.		Expect	to	use	the	same	amounts	as																																		
	 previously.		The	propor@ons	will	be	the	same.		Dick	pointed	out	this		 																																
	 needs	to	be	reported	back	to	council.																																
	 *Social	concerns	fair	went	well.		People	seemed	to	stay	and	look	at	the																																		
	 table	displays.																																		
	 *Looking	at	possible	next	steps	to	get	more	people	involved	in	social		 																																
	 concerns.		Just	Neighbors	did	not	work	out.		But	there	may	be	other		 																																
	 op@ons.		Would	s@ll	like	to	get	the	parents	of	the	young	children		 																																
	 involved	in	social	concerns.																																
	 *Jack	indicated	the	Interfaith	event	Feb	14	at	Jesus	House	had	to	be		 																																
	 postponed	(How	Loving	Islam	Makes	me	a	BeUer	Catholic).		But		 																																
	 someone	else	(Jim	Sullivan)	is	also	interested,	and	will	assist	Jack	in		 																																
	 promo@ng.			Fr.	Roger	DiBuo	(pastor	of	St.	Elizabeth	Ann	Seton	Parish)		 																																
	 is	also	gegng	people	together	to		par@cipate.																																		
	 *Social	Concerns	commiUee	would	like	to	par@cipate	in	parish	survey	if																																
	 one	is	done.																																

c. Religious	Forma@on	
	 *Nancy	reported	and	provided	a	wriUen	calendar.		Right	now	rehearsal																																
	 is	going	on	for	youth	led	sta@ons	of	the	cross	to	be	held	3/13.																																		
	 *April	26	Keeping	our	Promises	session	is	related	to	child	protec@on.																																
	 *Deacon	John	giving	presenta@on	to	first	communion	parents	this		 																																
	 coming	Wednesday,	March	11.																																
	 *VBS	is	being	held	jointly	with	Ebenezeer	again.																																

d. Liturgy	
	 *Jane	reported	for	the	Liturgy	commiUee																																
	 *We	found	out	today	that	Mike	Pohlen	died.		Funeral	will	be	March		 																																
	 14th.		Fr.	Hynes	will	be	presiding.		This	is	the	5th	funeral	since	the	last		 																																
	 pastoral	council	mee@ng.	Some	were	for	parishioners,	some	not.																																	
	 (Some	were	for	people	that	lived	some	distance	away.)																																
	 *Kudos	to	par@cipants	in	the	renewal	(musicians,	lectors).		Also	check		 																																
	 the	bulle@n	for	more	opportuni@es.																																
	 *The	Triduum	is	April	9-12.																																
	 *During	the	paschal	season	always	a	heightened	need	for	welcoming		 																																
	 ministries.																																		
	 *Ruth	offered	a	booklet	on	preparing	for	the	Triduum.																																
	 *Jack	sent	thanks	from	St.	Mary’s	men’s	group	for	the	on	line	resources																																
	 we	publish.																																		
	 *Ruth	men@oned	the	beau@ful	flyer	prepared	by	Lizzie	Zolandz	in	the		 																																
	 bulle@n.																																



	 *John	reported	the	2	candidates	for	bap@sm	aUended	the	rite	of		 																																
	 elec@on	with	the	bishop.	On	the	4th	Sunday	of	Lent	there	will	be	a		 																																
	 special	rite	for	them.		These	were	boys	who	registered	as	part	of	the		 																																
	 basketball	program,	and	then	it	was	discovered	the	boys	had	never		 																																
	 been	bap@zed.																																	

2. Marke@ng	Resurrec@on	outside	of	the	Parish  
*Fr.	Bill	said	in	May	we	are	hos@ng	the	pastor’s	prayer	breakfast	at	8:30,	
on	the	first	Saturday.		The	group	is	from	the	east	side	and	south	
Wilmington.		This	past	Saturday	they	went	to	Christ	Church	to	meet.		
The	menu	is	scrambled	eggs,	potatoes,	bacon,	coffee,	juice.		 
*Linda	said	there	were	some	people	from	outside	parishes	at	the	
renewal	event.		(John	reminded	us	it	was	in	the	Dialog,	and	Fr.	Bill	said	
it	was	also	in	some	bulle@ns.)  
*Al	asked	if	we	have	an	ad	hoc	commiUee	for	this,	and	Mary	Beth	
indicated	we	do	not.		

3. Small/Faith	Group	Sharing 
*Review	of	exis@ng	groups/Progress,	status	of	book	clubs,	Gospel	
discussion	groups 
*Mary	Beth	reported	on	her	small	group.	The	@me	is	changing	to	aRer	
8:30	mass	on	Fridays	(it	was	previously	10	am)  
*John	said	Kate	Regan	has	a	Wednesday	group,	too.		And	members	of	
the	Tamil	community	are	here	on	Sunday	aRernoons.		So	there’s	been	a	
slight	expansion	in	group	ac@vi@es.		About	4-	5	groups	have	been	stable	
over	a	period	of	years.		There	is	varia@on	in	mee@ng	frequency,	some	
meet	monthly,	some	every	2	weeks,	some	weekly	for	fall	and/or	spring.	

7. Other	reports	(if	any)	

• Finance	 
Mike	Reis	reported.	The	past	couple	of	years	we	had	some	unusual	expenses.	At	
the	last	council	mee@ng,	they	wanted	to	try	to	make	sure	the	budget	is	balanced.			
We	are	coming	up	short	on	income	required	to	maintain	the	parish	in	its	current	
state.		Expenses	are	not	done	and	already	exceeded	the	income.		Finance	council	
will	discuss	it	this	week.	They	have	talked	to	staff	about	possible	budget	cuts.		

A	parishioner	approached	Mike	today	and	asked	about	fixing	the	stucco	leaking	
above	the	library	instead	of	the	bathroom	repairs.		(Mike	has	proposed	we	take	
the	stucco	out	and	put	in	siding.	Would	not	change	the	visual	of	the	building.)	

No	money	will	come	from	the	parish	to	maintain	the	athle@c	associa@on.	MaU	
Winnington	will	raise	the	money	from	outside	and	will	provide	informa@on	to	
finance	council.	

Current	offertory	is	just	on	track	for	the	year	so	far.		



Dick	asked	is	it	a	maUer	of	increasing	expenses?		Mike	said	it’s	a	maUer	both	of	
increasing	expenses	and	decreasing	income.	We	will	probably	be	around	$25,000	
over	budget	without	cuts.		Currently	about	$7,000	over.	(It	was	projected	to	be	
$117,000	over,	so	we’re	actually	doing	well.)	

Al	asked	if	there	were	opportuni@es	for	volunteers	to	help	save	some	money.		
Mike	did	not	think	so,	because	there	are	a	lot	of	fixed	expenses.			

• Property/Grounds	 
No	report.	

8. Floor	open	to	Council	and	members	of	the	parish.	

Dick	asked	again	for	elec@on	volunteers	to	help	with	elec@on.		He	will	send	the	signup	
sheet	out	electronically.	

9. 	Announcements	
None.	

10. 	Pastor’s	Comments	and	Advice	
Fr.	Bill	provided	a	wriUen	report	which	is	included.	
He	commented	on	some	ethics	training	the	clergy	received,	and	some	issues	rela@ng	to	
hospitals	fearing	poten@al	li@ga@on	and	therefore	doing	more	tes@ng	of	pregnant	
women.	Or	in	another	example,	there	was	a	case	of	a	fetus	not	having	a	brain	but	only	a	
brain	stem.		There	was	also	a	case	where	the	parents	were	advised	to	abort,	but	they	
refused,	some	@me	later	the	child	developed	severe	aggressive	tendencies.		Some	
medical	caregivers	will	try	to	convince	people	to	have	tests	so	to	avoid	liability,	and	
might	then	advocate	for	abor@on	in	some	cases.			

End	of	life	ethics	is	a	current	focus.		Sooner	or	later	there	may	be	a	choice	of	whether	to	
be	fed	through	a	tube	or	not,	for	example.	Some	people	with	ALS,	for	example,	go	to	any	
extent	to	stay	alive	and	some	don’t.	

Ruth	asked	if	we	could	sponsor	a	talk	or	have	someone	come	in	and	talk	to	a	first	
approxima@on	about	these	issues.	

Linda	men@oned	a	relevant	speaker	from	the	SACRED	conference	she	aUended.	Hospice	
personnel	do	a	good	job	of	explaining	the	process,	and	helping	people	understand	why	
someone	is	ac@ng	the	way	they	are.	

Fr.	Bill	said	they	previously	had	a	mee@ng	on	death/dying.		Ruth	brought	up	physician	
assisted	suicide;	there	was	a	piece	in	the	newspaper	today	about	this	issue.	

There	could	be	something	in	the	bulle@n	about	a	contact	for	people	who	have	moral	
ques@ons,	Fr	Bill	agreed	to	do	this.	



The	celebrant	today	for	the	Tamil	Mass	was	from	Allentown.	

Dick	asked	if	there	is	anything	else	about	the	coronavirus	at	this	@me.		Fr	Bill	commented	
about	the	ques@on	of	how	many	people	have	been	tested,	vs.	how	many	actually	have	
it.		Mary	Beth	thought	Ruth’s	explana@on	about	this	at	Mass	this	morning	was	perfect.	

Jane	Hanson	asked	for	prayers	for	her	health.	

11. Closing	Prayer	

12. Adjournment	-	The	mee@ng	was	adjourned	at	7:32	pm.	
	 												


