
The Little Prince Project, by Deacon Jim Casa - 

 

Winter.  Now is the time for snow, frost, wind, long dark nights.  It is the perfect time (after a 

three year COVID hiatus) to resume the parish's 'read the book - see the movie winter project' 

and this winter's offering will be perfect to cover-up with an afghan and enjoy a hot beverage.  

This winter, we will consider and explore the unique genre' of fantasy.  We will read Antoine de 

Saint-Exupery's short novel, The Little Prince and the film version will also be a first for us, an 

animated rendition of the classic story (featuring Jeff Bridges, Rachel McAdams, Ricky Gervais, 

Marion Cotillard, James Franco and Paul Giamatti among others in cameo roles). 

Why a fantasy and why now?  The Little Prince represents the open-mindedness of children that 

too often gets lost wiuth adulthood. The prince is a wanderer who restlessly asks questions and 

is willing to engage the invisible, secret mysteries of the universe; de Saint-Exupery suggests 

that such inquisitiveness is the key to understanding and to happiness. Since the project will be 

completed prior to Ash Wednesday, the message of the novel and film will help us prepare our 

hearts for a deeper Lenten experience this year.  Indeed, it is that compelling. 

As the critic James Higgins points out, each of the novel’s main characters hungers both for 

adventure (exploration of the outside world) and for introspection (exploration within himself).  

Perfect for Lent, wouldn't you agree?  It is through his encounter with the lost prince in the 

lonely, isolated desert that the friendless narrator achieves a new-found understanding of the 

world. But in his story of the little prince’s travels, de Saint-Exupéry shows that spiritual growth 

must also involve active exploration. The narrator and the prince may be stranded in the desert, 

but they are both explorers who make a point of traveling the world around them. Through a 

combination of exploring the world and exploring their own feelings, the narrator and the little 

prince come to understand more clearly their own natures and their places in the world. 

So, begin and enjoy reading The Little Prince and mark the evening of Friday, February 17th 

when we will gather to screen the film (in the Sacred Heart School Library) and engage in a 

serious and open discussion and of the novel and movie.  Updated information will be included 

in future bulletins. 

 

Happy New Year and happy reading. 

 

“Someday you will be old enough to start reading fairy tales again.” 

- C. S. Lewis 


