
Dear Members of Sacred Heart Church, 

        I usually make my way over to Church sometime during the day to take 

something over to the sacristy, to check on the poinsettias in the loft (at 

least, for now), or to make a quiet visit, and I never fail to notice the 

remains of the masking tape on the pews when numbers of those gathering 

in Church were so limited.  Every other pew was taped off and only 3 or 4 

persons were able to occupy a pew.                                                                                                             

        The same Word of God was proclaimed and heard, the same Eucharist 

was adored and received, the same faith shared, the same peace extended, 

the same love celebrated.  Yet, usually 100- 150 believers did the gathering, 

hearing, praying, receiving and going forth.  Now that our Church is once 

again up to 100% capacity, can we be certain that 100% of us are truly 

mindful of the Lord’s presence calling each of us to participate fully and 

gratefully in His saving Love?  Even without the tape, are their still gaps in 

our gatherings, empty spaces that might be filled with joyful song and 

sacred silence, plenty of room that might be occupied with faith and 

prayer? 

       In today’s Gospel, we find Jesus in the synagogue of His hometown on 

the Sabbath telling the congregation who He is, why He has come and what 

He is called to do for them. Some rejoiced to hear His words and to be told 

of all that was now being fulfilled in their hearing.  Others doubted, rejected 

His words and drove Him out of town. 

        I give thanks every time I come to Church on Sunday in our home 

town.  I see every other pew, once closed off, now open and welcoming, and 

a faith-filled congregation grateful for the opportunity to gather together 

again.  We come masked, but we still come.  We watch remotely, but we still 

participate.  The Lord is present, bringing His Word to fulfillment in our 

hearing. 

“Let the words of my mouth and the thought of my heart                                                          

find favor before you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.” 

 

Rejoice in the Lord, always!                                                                                          

Father John 



 

 

 

 

 

 


