
Dear Members of Sacred Heart, 

        Ordinary Time ended and the Extraordinary Season of Lent began in a 

week of some wild winter weather.  Whenever I would ask someone who 

made it to Church how the roads were, the response usually was, “The main 

roads are OK but the secondary roads are a mess, difficult and dangerous, 

sloppy and slippery.  Try to avoid them.”  Lent is a time, whether we want 

to or not, to travel through the secondary roads, to wander through the 

back roads.  The main roads of our life – our habits, schedules, and routines 

are usually clear and clean, easy to travel upon and simple to find our way.  

The secondary roads of life are a little more complicated. They twist and 

turn. They meander here and there.  Signs and markers are knocked down.  

They force us to pay attention and take our time. They try our patience and 

tempt our good will.  If you view a map of the Chosen People from Egypt to 

the Promised Land, it would not look like a primary route. It would look 

like a map of people who lost their way, becoming confused, appealing to 

false gods for help and direction, year after year after year.  A map of Jesus’ 

journey into the desert would seem even more amazing. It was not a 

straight line in and out. It was a wandering road into trial and temptation, 

from the dry desert sands to a very high mountain to behold all the 

kingdoms of the world to the parapet of the temple in Jerusalem.  All to test 

Him, again and again.  Our secondary road-trip through the desert of Lent 

will be tempting and difficult, not smooth and easy. We will hunger and 

thirst for all the wrong things, cry out to all the false gods of our world who 

cannot help us, slip and slide through the mess of our sinfulness.  If we 

have even one successful Lenten day of prayer, fasting or good deeds our 

pride will tempt us to wander around even more as if we know the way. 

        Let us learn to be humble enough not to enter one secondary road of 

Lent without Jesus to direct us, to be nourished and quenched with His 

love, to learn from Him how to worship the Lord, our God, and to serve 

Him alone. 

“Your ways, O Lord, make know to me; teach me your paths.                    

Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my savior.” 

 

Let us begin our journey together with Jesus,                                            

Father John 


