For centuries Catholics have turned to the Blessed Virgin Mary, asking for her intercession in times
of need by praying the Rosary. This great prayer, whose origins date before the 12th century, uses a
meditative repetition of prayers that invoke the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary as she leads
us to consider the mysteries in the life of her Divine Son, Jesus. History has shown this to be a
powerful, effective and calming prayer that has truly changed hearts and lives over the centuries of
its use.
Venerable Archbishop Fulton Sheen once said of the Rosary that it is “the book of the blind, where
souls see and there enact the greatest drama of love the world has ever known; it is the book of the
simple, which initiates them into mysteries and knowledge more satisfying than the education of
other men; it is the book of the aged, whose eyes close upon the shadow of this world, and open on
the substance of the next. The power of the Rosary is beyond description.”
As Bishop of the Diocese of Trenton, I invite all Catholics in the Diocese of Trenton to consider
making this powerful devotion part of your daily life of prayer. Please join with me in praying Our
Lady’s Rosary every day between now and October 7, the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary, for the
many intentions and needs of our nation today, especially for a true respect for life in all its stages
from conception to natural death; for the strengthening of marriage and family life; for an end to the
COVID 19 pandemic and for all those impacted by it; for a lasting resolution to the racial tensions
and injustices that have too long afflicted our country; for an end to the violence and death in our
cities, especially among the young; for the victims of sexual abuse and human trafficking; for the
poor, the unemployed and those who face economic hardship and for so many of the other
intentions and needs that we face in our country and world.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen.
Most Reverend David M. O’Connell, C.M.
Bishop of Trenton

