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Pope Francis has appointed a priest of the Ordinariate of
the Chair of Saint Peter to lead the Ordinariate of Our Lady
of the Southern Cross in Oceania. Rev. Msgr. Carl Reid is
leaving Canada to serve Catholics in Australia, Japan, the
Torres Strait Islands, and the Philippines.
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Ten speed

On Nov. 4, 2009, Pope Benedict XVI issued an apostolic constitution that launched the
creation of ordinariates around the world. In the decade since, these special dioceses
have welcomed thousands of Catholics into the Church. Read the fall 2019 edition of
The Ordinariate Observer to learn how the Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint Peter will
mark the 10th anniversary of Anglicanorum coetibus.
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There are numerous reasons why Pope Benedict
and Pope Francis have established and fostered our
place in the diverse tapestry of Catholic life. Certainly,
we would highlight the Ordinariate’s role in preserving
and promoting the patrimony of Anglican and English
Christianity. We would note the ecumenical value of
the Ordinariate, on the personal level by providing a
welcoming reception into full communion with the
Catholic Church, and on the more global ecumenical level,
demonstrating that unity with the Catholic Church does
not mean assimilation and uniformity. The norms express
another reason as well: the missional and evangelical
This revision comes 10 years after the publication of character of the Ordinariate itself. The journey into full
the first set of norms and are meant first and foremost communion at the origin of our particular Church is but
as an update. The earlier norms were
the first movement that gives shape to the
written prior to the establishment of the
Ordinariate. The second movement is to go
Ordinariate in the United Kingdom, and
out again — armed with the confidence of
so some aspects were rather hypothetical
Catholic doctrine, the beauty of our English
and never really captured the shape and
patrimony, and the joy of communion — to
sense of Ordinariate life as it concretely
draw others into the adventure of faithful
This is the second
grew. Hence our Governing Council not
discipleship.
time that our
only made a request for an update, but
Holy Father,
also provided about a dozen suggestions
To put it somewhat bluntly, if we
of where the text might be improved. This
stop at that first movement, we
Pope Francis,
revision is a marked improvement over
can create something of a
has directly
the previous norms and more accurately
ghetto within the Church,
intervened in
expresses our experience and addresses
and in doing so we betray the
the legislation
our needs.
founding impulse and vision
regarding
for the Ordinariate. The second
canonical
We might be tempted to see the
movement — evangelization
membership in
promulgation of new norms from the
— ensures that we are an
the Ordinariate,
Vatican simply as “inside baseball”
enlivening presence in the
and both times
with little practical effect on our parish
Church, using the tools we have
were to make it
communities. It seems to me, however, that
been given to make more
this is an opportunity to highlight the core
and better Catholics
easier for people
identity and mission of the Ordinariate.
for the glory of God.
to join!
After all, this is the second time that our
We can all be very
Holy Father, Pope Francis, has directly
grateful to the
intervened in the legislation regarding
Holy Father for
canonical membership in the Ordinariate,
placing such
and both times were to make it easier for
a notable
people to join! In discussing canonical
accent
membership in the Ordinariate, the norms now specify on our mission of
that anyone who comes into full communion with the evangelization, thereby
Catholic Church or returns to the practice of the faith calling us to authenticity
through the evangelizing activity of the Ordinariate in Catholic life.
qualifies for membership, regardless if they have any
Anglican background or not. Some may have presumed
And that’s not just “inside
this, but it has never been explicitly stated before. This baseball”…that’s the whole
goes to Pope Francis’ central desire that we understand game! 

“
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ourselves as a force for evangelization, enlivening the
Church by attracting new members through a winsome
proclamation of the Gospel.

Photo credits
(TOP TO BOTTOM): Image
from Ignatius Press
(ignatius.com); photo
by Margaret Pichon/
Cathedral of Our Lady
of Walsingham; photo
courtesy of Joseph
Cinemato/Blessed
John Henry Newman
Ordinariate Community;
photo courtesy of
Rev. Justin Fletcher/
Presentation of the Lord
Ordinariate Community;
photo courtesy of Saint
Alban Ordinariate
Community.
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NOTABLES
Briefs
PROPER NAME

Official Appointments

FORT WORTH, Texas – The Ordinariate community in Fort Worth, Texas, has
been re-named under the patronage of Saint Thomas Becket. The community was
previously called Saint Timothy.
Rev. Kenneth Bolin, a former Army chaplain, has been assigned as parochial
administrator of Saint Thomas Becket, effective July 2019.

Rev. Msgr. Carl Reid, PA,
appointed ordinary, Personal
Ordinariate of Our Lady of the
Southern Cross, Australia, effective
March 2019 (see related story, page 10).

NEW SAFE ENVIRONMENT REVIEW BOARD MEMBERS APPOINTED

Deacon Keith Way, appointed
deacon, Saint Augustine
of Canterbury Ordinariate
Community, San Diego, Calif.,
effective May 2019 (see related story,
page 16).

HOUSTON – Most Rev. Steven J. Lopes appointed Erin Groeber and Ashley
Duckett to the Ordinariate’s Safe Environment Review Board, March 19.
Groeber is an attorney and parent to five children, ages 1 to 10. She replaces former
Review Board member Peggy Gibson.
Duckett is a doctor trained in internal medicine and pediatrics who works as an
academic hospitalist at the Medical University of South Carolina in Charleston, S.C.
Her position is a newly added seat on the Review Board.
Duckett and Groeber belong to Corpus Christi Ordinariate Community in
Charleston.

INTENSE WEEK

HOUSTON – Nine priesthood candidates met at the Chancery campus and the
Cathedral of Walsingham for their biannual intensive studies, March 18 to 22. The
focus of the spring “Clergy Intensive Week” was the celebration of the Sacraments
according to Divine Worship: Occasional Services.

ORDINARIATE MEMBER ELECTED PREMIER OF ALBERTA

CALGARY, Alberta – Jason Kenney, a member of the Ordinariate and a
parishioner of Saint John the Evangelist Catholic Church in Calgary, is the new premier
of the province of Alberta in Canada.
The United Conservative Party, which Kenney leads, won the Alberta election,
April 16.
Kenney and Most Rev. Steven J. Lopes attended the Saint Ignatius Institute at the
University of San Francisco for their undergraduate studies.

Prayer Requests
Please pray for ...
• Leo Tipton, son of Rev. Gregory and Megan Tipton, born in May. Father Tipton is the
parochial administrator of Saint Aelred Ordinariate Community in Athens, Ga.
• Eric Llewellyn Bergman, Sr., father of Rev. Eric Bergman, pastor of Saint Thomas More
Catholic Church in Scranton, Pa. Bergman, Sr. died May 16.
• Donald Goodman, stepfather of Rev. Steve Sellers, parochial administrator of Saint
Margaret of Scotland Ordinariate Community in Katy, Texas. Goodman died May 10.
• Rev. Gonzalez y Perez’ nephew, who died May 26.
• Ordinariate clergy who are sick or recovering from illness, including Rev. Mark
Cannaday, Rev. John Cornelius, Rev. Msgr. Laurence Gipson, and Rev. Matthew Venuti.
• Ordinariate clergy’s family members who are sick or recovering from illness,
including Carolyn Barnett, wife of Rev. Mr. Jim Barnett; Teresa Dean, wife of Rev. Prentice
Dean; Marilyn Hough, wife of Rev. Charles Hough, III; Vickey Lewis, wife of Rev. Mark
Lewis; and the child of Rev. Belen and Maria Gonzalez y Perez.
• Pope Francis’ prayer intentions for July, August, and September 2019:
- (July) “The integrity of justice: That those who administer justice may work with integrity,
and that the injustice which prevails in the world may not have the last word.”
- (August) “Families, schools of human growth: That families, through their life of prayer and
love, become ever more clearly schools of true human growth.”
- (September) “The protection of the oceans: That politicians, scientists, and economists work
together to protect the world’s seas and oceans.” 
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Rev. Robert Kirk, appointed
parochial vicar, Ordinariate
communities in Baltimore, Md.
(Christ the King, Towson, Md.;
Mount Calvary, Baltimore, Md.;
Saint Timothy, Catonsville, Md.),
effective July 2019 (see related story,
page 13).
Rev. Gregory Tipton, appointed
parochial administrator, Saint
Aelred Ordinariate Community,
Athens, Ga., effective July 2019 (see
related story, page 13).
Rev. Ken Bolin, parochial
administrator, Saint Thomas Becket
Community, Fort Worth, Texas,
effective July 2019.

Calendar
August 15: The Feast of the Assumption of
Mary
Sept. 21 to 22: Lay Formation Weekend,
Cathedral of Our Lady of Walsingham,
Houston
Sept. 24: The Feast of Our Lady of
Walsingham
Oct. 21 to 25: Ordinariate Clergy Assembly,
Mundelein Seminary, Chicago
Nov. 1: The Solemnity of All Saints
Nov. 3: Inauguration of jubilee celebrations
of the 10th anniversary of Anglicanorum coetibus
May 3 to 14, 2020: Ordinariate pilgrimage
to Oxford, Norwich, Walsingham, London,
and Rome
Correction to the winter 2019
Ordinariate Observer: In the feature story,
“Christ in Disguise,” an incorrect descriptor
was ascribed to a ministry at Incarnation
Catholic Church. The Legion of Mary is an
apostolate of the parish.

“Every Ordinariate household needs a Bible,
a catechism, and the Saint Gregory’s Prayer Book,”
said Most Rev. Steven J. Lopes, bishop of the
Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint Peter.
The devotional is a collaboration among the
three Ordinariates in the world — the Ordinariate
of Our Lady of Walsingham in the United
Kingdom, the Ordinariate of Our Lady of the
Southern Cross in Oceania, and the Ordinariate
of the Chair of Saint Peter in North America —
and the Anglicanorum coetibus Society.
The project began in 2016, the year following
the Holy See’s promulgation of Divine Worship: The
Missal, the official book of liturgical texts for the
celebration of Mass in the Ordinariates. After Divine
Worship was approved, the Ordinariates wished to
assemble a companion text to Divine Worship that
could support lay people’s prayers before, during,
and after Mass. The book was developed to
include prayers in preparation for the Sacraments
of Communion and Confession, as well as English
Catholic devotions going back to the 14th century.
“This book is meant to be an enrichment of the
BOOKS
life of prayer for Ordinariate faithful and indeed
for all Catholics,” said Sir Clinton Brand, the
book’s general editor and a professor of English at
the University of Saint Thomas in Houston.
Prayer book for Ordinariate faithful hits the shelves
What makes this volume different from other
Catholic devotionals, Brand said, is that it includes
by JENNY FABER
translations from the English tradition, so the text
reflects the resonant language of “Prayer Book
English” familiar to Ordinariate faithful.
Catholics across the three Ordinariates can now
“Meant for individuals and families, young
hold the prayers of their faith in the palms of their and old, men and women in diverse seasons and
hands.
stations of life, the book provides the staples of
The Saint Gregory’s Prayer Book is a compact the Catholic devotional repertory, while retrieving
devotional that includes the liturgical texts, litanies, prayers from the English tradition that are not well
prayers, and devotions of English Christianity used known or readily available in print,” wrote Rev.
in Ordinariate households and throughout the Msgr. Keith Newton of the Ordinariate of Our
Catholic Church.
Lady of Walsingham, Rev. Msgr. Harry Entwistle
Produced especially for laity in the Ordinariate, of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of the Southern
the book includes an abbreviated form of the Cross, and Bishop Lopes in the preface to the
Ordinariate Office appropriate
prayer book. “It is our sincere
for lay faithful; the Order of Mass
hope that this Saint Gregory’s Prayer
according to Divine Worship: The
Book will nourish the prayer and
Missal, along with devotions for
devotion of all those who are
before and after Mass; and the
‘very members incorporate in the
This book is meant to be an enrichment
full text of Compline.
mystical body of Christ,’ to the
of the life of prayer for Ordinariate
Named for Pope Saint
glory of God and the flourishing
faithful and indeed for all Catholics.
Gregory the Great, who is revered
of the Church.”
as an “apostle to the English,” the
The editorial board advising
publication contains the basic
Brand on the publication included
prayers of Catholic tradition —
Bishop Lopes, Msgr. Entwistle,
the Our Father, Hail Mary, the Glory
and Msgr. Newton, along with
Be, as well as the Apostles Creed and Nicene Creed — Very Rev. Andrew Burnham of the Ordinariate of
in English and Latin. But the 447-page book — Our Lady of Walsingham; Rev. Stephen Hill of the
which measures 4.7 by 6.9 inches — also includes Ordinariate of Our Lady of the Southern Cross;
famed litanies, novenas, psalms, and prayers to the and Shane Schaetzel of the Anglicanorum coetibus
saints. In addition, the devotional features special Society.
prayers from the English tradition, including ones
The book is published by Ignatius Press and is
composed by Blessed John Henry Newman.
available for order on amazon.com. 

 Saint Gregory’s Prayer Book,
amazon.com, Clinton Brand,
General Editor

MORE
BOOK NEWS
ON PAGE 12

Words of honor

C

“

”

FROM THE SAINT
GREGORY’S PRAYER
BOOK
Devotion for the evening

“O LORD, support us
all the day long, until
the shadows lengthen,
and the evening comes,
and the busy world is
hushed, and the fever
of life is over, and our
work is done; then in
thy mercy, grant us
a safe lodging, and a
holy rest, and peace
at the last; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.”
- Blessed John Henry
Newman
The Ordinariate Observer | 9
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Msgr. Reid, LEFT,
joins parishioners and Most Rev. Steven J. Lopes,
RIGHT, in commemorating youth Confirmations
at Blessed John Henry Newman Ordinariate
Community in Victoria, British Columbia. Photo
courtesy of Rev. Msgr. Carl Reid | Msgr. Reid and his wife,
Barbara, at the Ordinariate’s Shrine of Our Lady of
Walsingham on the Cathedral campus in Houston,
Texas. Photo by George Greene | Msgr. Reid, CENTER, visits
with brother priests at the 2016 clergy assembly
of the Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint Peter in
Niagara Falls in Ontario, Canada. Photo by Jenny Faber

Traveling man

Rev. Msgr. Carl Reid is the
new ordinary of the Personal
Ordinariate of Our Lady of the
Southern Cross. He will be
installed as ordinary in Sydney,
Australia, Aug. 27.
Photo by George Greene

A

Heading Down Under

A priest of the Ordinariate of the Chair
of Saint Peter is saying “G’day” to a new
adventure in his priestly ministry.
On March 26, Pope Francis named
the Ordinariate’s Rev. Msgr. Carl
Reid, PA, as the second ordinary of the
10 | Summer 2019

by JENNY FABER

Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of the
Southern Cross, a diocese that includes
communities in Australia, Japan, the
Torres Strait Islands, and the Philippines.
Msgr. Reid, 68, will be installed as
ordinary of the Oceania Ordinariate

at Saint Mary’s Cathedral in Sydney,
Australia, Aug. 27.
An ordinary is not a diocesan bishop,
but has the juridical authority of a bishop.
In his new role, Msgr. Reid will be based
in Sydney on the east coast of Australia,

where all but one of the Ordinariate’s
communities are located.
Msgr. Reid succeeds Rev. Msgr. Harry
Entwistle, 79, who served as the ordinary
of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of the
Southern Cross since its establishment
in 2012. Pope Francis accepted Msgr.
Entwistle’s resignation at the time of
Msgr. Reid’s appointment.
“With the prayers of the faithful, and
by God’s grace and guidance, I shall
strive to build on the good work begun
by Msgr. Entwistle, acknowledging that
I have much to learn, not least in terms
of the different demographics of the
Ordinariate in Oceania,” Msgr. Reid said.
The Ordinariate of Our Lady of
the Southern Cross is comprised of
widespread communities, with some
parishioners living hundreds of kilometers
from the nearest Ordinariate community.
The diocese has particularly welcomed
migrants from nations where Anglicanism
has a presence, or where the ethos and
liturgy of the Ordinariate resonates with
migrants’ tradition and culture, Msgr.
Entwistle said.
“This emerging scene is both a blessing
and a challenge which I am sure Msgr.
Reid will meet,” Msgr. Entwistle said.
Catholics comprise 23 percent of
the Australian population, or 5.2 million
Catholics, according to the country’s 2016
census.
Before now, Msgr. Reid served as
dean of the Canadian parishes of the
Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint Peter
and parochial administrator of Blessed
John Henry Newman Ordinariate
Community in Victoria, B.C. He
was assigned to Annunciation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Ordinariate’s
community in Ottawa, Ontario, before
serving at Blessed John Henry Newman.

“

With the prayers of the faithful, and by God’s grace and guidance, I shall strive
to build on the good work begun by Msgr. Entwistle, acknowledging that I have
much to learn.

He was editor of The Saint Peter
Gradual, the Ordinariate book of the
musical settings for the “minor propers,”
or chants, for the Mass. The collection —
published in 2018 — was developed for
all Ordinariate faithful to use in singing
praise to God during Mass on all Sundays,
solemnities, and feasts of the Lord.
Carl Leonard Reid was born Dec.
14, 1950 and baptized a month later in
the Anglican Church of Canada. He
holds a bachelor’s degree in geological
engineering from Queen’s University in
Ontario and a Master of Divinity from
Saint Bede’s Theological College. In
2006, he was given the title of Doctor of

”

Divinity honoris causa from Saint Bede’s
Anglican Catholic Theological College.
He was ordained a deacon in the
Anglican Catholic Church of Canada
in 1988, and a minister in the same
jurisdiction in 1990. He was ordained a
suffragan bishop of the same communion
on Jan. 27, 2007. Most of his ministry as
an Anglican was spent in Ottawa.
Msgr. Reid was received into the
communion of the Catholic Church in
2012. He was ordained a Catholic priest
by Archbishop Terrence Prendergast at
Notre Dame Cathedral Basilica in Ottawa
during the Week of Christian Unity, Jan.
26, 2013.
The Ordinariate Observer | 11
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“Msgr. Reid is an excellent teacher
who impressed on us the importance
of the Catholic faith long before we
entered the Catholic Church,” said
Deborah Gyapong, a parishioner at
Annunciation in Ottawa who has known
the new ordinary for 20 years. She
belonged to Annunciation when it was
part of the Anglican Catholic Church
of Canada and part of the Traditional
Anglican Communion. She witnessed
Msgr. Reid’s leadership as he guided the
formerly Anglican congregation into full
communion with the Catholic Church.
“He knows what it is to stand on the
Rock of Christ and I am so thankful for
the confidence and grace he displayed
during that time,” Gyapong said.
In his new assignment, the faithful
and clergy especially welcome Msgr.
Reid’s support for pro-life activities, Msgr.
Entwistle said, as the bishops in Australia
seek to launch a March for Life.
Msgr. Reid will be installed as
ordinary by Archbishop Anthony Fisher,
O.P., Archbishop of Sydney. Archbishop
Augustine DiNoia, O.P., adjunct secretary
of the Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith, will join Archbishop Fisher,
along with Most Rev. Steven J. Lopes of
the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of

DID YOU KNOW?
The Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of the Southern Cross was erected by Pope Benedict on June 15, 2012.
The Ordinariate of Our Lady of the Southern Cross has 10 communities in Australia, two in Japan, and one on
the Torres Strait Island of Duaun, along with one community in formation in the Philippines.
The presbyterate of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of the Southern Cross is comprised of 15 priests (including Msgr.
Reid) and two deacons.
The Southern Cross is a constellation of four stars that form a cross. It is visible only in the the Southern
Hemisphere. The constellation is depicted on the Australian flag.
Our Lady of the Southern Cross is the patroness of Australia.
Msgr. Reid is the fifth ordained clergyman in the Ordinariate of Our Lady of the Southern Cross who is a trained
engineer.
The Ordinariate of Our Lady of the Southern Cross is the third ordinariate established by the Holy See. The
first, the Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham, was founded in the United Kingdom, Jan. 15, 2011. The
Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint Peter was established Jan. 1, 2012.

Map by Free Vector Maps

Saint Peter and Rev. Msgr. Keith Newton,
the ordinary of the Personal Ordinariate
of Our Lady of Walsingham in the
United Kingdom.
“Finding a worthy successor to carry
on the pioneering work of Msgr. Entwistle

was no small task, and I am delighted that
the Holy Father recognized in Msgr. Reid
both the experience and pastoral virtues
to carry on that work,” Bishop Lopes
said.

BOOKS

On the money
Ordinariate parishioner writes award-winning book about humane economy
BRIDGEPORT, Pa. — A book
by an Ordinariate parishioner has
received kudos from a pontifical
foundation that promotes the study
of Catholic social teaching.
Mary Hirschfeld, a parishioner
at Saint John the Baptist Catholic
Church in Bridgeport, Pa., and an
economics and theology professor
at Villanova University, has received
recognition from the Fondazione
Centesimus Annus Pro Pontifice
for her 2018 book, Aquinas and the
Market: Toward a Humane Economy.
Hirschfeld’s 288-page hardcover
was recognized with the “Economy
and Society International Award” in
May. According to the foundation’s
web site, the biennial prize “is
awarded to a work which stands
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out for its original contribution to in
depth study and implementation of
the social doctrine of the Church, is
of proven doctrinal soundness and
exceptional quality.”
Hirschfeld was an economics
professor prior to training as a
theologian, earning a doctorate in
economics from Harvard University
before completing her Ph.D. in
theology at the University of Notre
Dame.
“Both economics and theology
are ultimately about happiness,
but they have different accounts of
what happiness is,” Hirschfeld told
the Observer. “In the wake of my
conversion, it seemed obvious that
the theological account is superior.
But that did not make economists

wrong about everything. Indeed,
theologians are often naïve about
what markets do, and so their
critiques of the economy often miss
the mark. So I needed to figure out
how to retrieve the valuable insights
we can get from economics in a
way that was still faithful to Catholic
truths.”
Aquinas and the Market bridges
the two arenas by approaching
economics from Thomistic thought.
Aquinas’s
account
of
God’s
relationship to the world and of
human nature offer insight into the
true value of economic activity in a
life well-lived, Hirschfeld said.
“It puts economics in its proper
place, and in doing so it allows us to
see the real good that we get from our

T

IN THEIR OWN WORDS
Two newly ordained priests reflect on vocation
by JENNY FABER

 Aquinas and the Market,
amazon.com, Mary L. Hirschfeld
economic strivings, while also
identifying the ways in which our
economic lives are disordered.”
The Fondazione Centesimus
Annus Pro Pontifice is named
for Saint John Paul II’s encyclical,
Centesimus Annus, which was written
on the 100th anniversary of Rerum
novarum, Pope Leo XIII’s encyclical
on the condition of the working
class.  - Jenny Faber

Though they minister 635.2 miles apart and differ in age by
more than three decades, the Ordinariate’s two newest priests
shared the exact same answer when asked what they are most
looking forward to in priesthood: “celebrating Mass.”
Rev. Robert Kirk and Rev. Gregory Tipton were ordained
Catholic priests by Most Rev. Steven J. Lopes, June 29.
The ordination Mass — celebrated annually in the
Ordinariate on the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul — was at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Walsingham in Houston.
Fathers Kirk and Tipton took time to share a few reflections
with The Ordinariate Observer about their path to priestly ministry
in the Catholic Church.

Growing in holiness

TOP: Rev. Robert Kirk assists Rev. Edward Meeks
during Mass at Christ the King in Towson, Md.
BOTTOM: Rev. Gregory Tipton, RIGHT, serves as
deacon at an Athens, Ga., Mass during the Easter
octave, prior to his ordination to the priesthood.
Photos courtesy of Rev. Robert Kirk and Rev. Gregory Tipton
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REV. ROBERT KIRK

Ordained: June 29, 2019
Assignment: Parochial vicar, Ordinariate communities in Baltimore, Md. (Christ the
King, Towson, Md.; Mount Calvary, Baltimore, Md.; Saint Timothy, Catonsville, Md.)
Education: Master of Divinity, Yale Divinity School; Master of Arts in educational
leadership, Santa Clara University; Bachelor of Arts in religion, Wesleyan University
From 1990 to 2017, Father Kirk was a pastor in the United
Methodist Church. But a six-week encounter with Saint Teresa of
Calcutta and reading The Gospel of Lifeand Humanae Vitae eventually
drew Father Kirk into full communion with the Catholic Church.
With his wife, Reggie Littlejohn, the native Ohioan has raised
three children. He was ordained to the transitional diaconate for the
Ordinariate last October. Since then, Father Kirk, 63, has served at
the Ordinariate’s three communities in the Baltimore area.
“This has been a wonderful experience for me in getting a sense
of the variety of expression that exists within the Ordinariate,”
Father Kirk said.

“

Now I see that to be
a Catholic priest is
the most important
calling I could ever
hope to have.

”

ON WHAT HE LEARNED DURING HIS
FORMATION PERIOD
“Twenty years ago I would
have laughed if you told me
that one day I would be not only
Catholic, but a Catholic priest.
Yet now I see that to be a Catholic
priest is the most important
calling I could ever hope to have.
The fact that I have come to this
moment after so many years
of searching proves to me the
greatness of God’s patience and
mercy.”

ON THE PEOPLE WHO INFLUENCED HIS PRIESTLY VOCATION
“My vocation was influenced by a saint and two popes.
Saint Teresa of Calcutta influenced my decision to become
a pastor. When I entered seminary at Yale, I thought I would
probably go on for a doctorate and then teach. But while at Yale,
my wife Reggie and I were fortunate enough to spend six weeks in
Calcutta with Mother Teresa and the Missionaries of Charity. We
volunteered with the Missionaries by day, and at the end of every
day participated with them in their rosary. Often Mother Teresa
herself led the rosary. During this time in Calcutta, Reggie and I
saw firsthand the ugliness of poverty, disease, and death; but we also
saw the great beauty and power of vital Catholic faith lived out in
community, in service to the poorest of the poor. This experience
changed both of our lives. When we returned to Yale, I realized that
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the only thing I wanted to do was
to become a pastor.
Many years later my decision
to
become
C

atholicwas
influenced by two popes: Paul
VI and John Paul II. Conversion
is always complex, but if I could
pinpoint the turning point in my
conversion, it would be dinner
after the 2013 March for Life in
Washington. Reggie and I were
eating with some of her Catholic
pro-life friends. The conversation
inevitably turned theological. I
raised many of the questions that
Protestants have about Catholic
theology and doctrine. To my
surprise and delight, these faithful
Catholics answered all of my
questions patiently, articulately,
and above all, biblically. As
the evening wound down, they
challenged me to read two books:
The Gospel of Life and Humanae
Vitae. I accepted their challenge.
I was astonished by the
prophetic accuracy of Humanae
Vitae and the moral clarity of
The Gospel of Life. Together these
two books gave me a moral and
philosophical framework that I
had not found in Protestantism,
to make sense of the confusion of
the so-called ‘sexual revolution.’ I
was instantly hooked and read all
the Catholic apologetics I could
get my hands on. I entered the
Catholic Church two years later.”

Faithful servant

Rev. Robert Kirk is assigned
to the Ordinariate’s
communities in and
around Baltimore.
Photo courtesy of Rev. Robert Kirk

ON WHAT HIS VOCATION CHALLENGES
HIM TO DO
“Deepen my prayer life,
practice personal holiness, and
improve my singing voice!”

REV.
GREGORY
TIPTON
Ordained: June 29, 2019
Assignments: Parochial administrator,
Saint Aelred Ordinariate Community,
Athens, Ga.; Theology and philosophy
teacher, Monsignor Donovan Catholic High
School, Athens, Ga.
Education: Master of Divinity, Duke
Divinity School; Bachelor of Arts degrees in
philosophy and political science, University
of Georgia
Father Tipton was baptized at
age 22, after one of his professors
at the University of Georgia
introduced him to the Episcopal
Church. The new Ordinariate
priest “chalks [his] being open to
the Gospel” to his parents, who
taught him to read frequently,
enjoy the beauty of creation, and
savor nightly family dinners with
his grandparents.
Through that experience of
natural love, Father Tipton says
he became drawn to know the
source of all love: Christ.
Married to Megan Tipton and
the father of two children, Father
Tipton, 32, celebrates Mass for
Saint Aelred, the Ordinariate
community he helped establish
in Athens, Ga., in 2018. He aims
to launch an adult formation
program, a Catholic education
cooperative, and social service
ministry at Saint Aelred’s this
summer.

“

As one climbs the
ladder of love, there
are two options: kick
every rung out as
you go, or pick them
up and take them
with you.

”

ON WHAT HE LEARNED DURING HIS
FORMATION PERIOD
“I have learned more about
the mystical body of Christ than I
thought possible. She seems more
splendid, more known, and yet
more mysterious than ever before.
I have learned authority can be
submitted to out of the joy of
obedience. I have learned to reign
is to serve the good and to be free
is a kind of binding to truth. I
have learned that the Lord will
put you where He needs you, and
that your happiness will be there,

in sickness or in health, for better or worse, richer or poorer.”
ON THE PEOPLE WHO INFLUENCED HIS PRIESTLY VOCATION
“[Philosophy professor] Frank R. Harrison, III taught me Plato
and Aristotle as an undergraduate. When I was a pagan, he took
me under his wing and introduced me to logic, love, language, and
the Episcopal Church. We are still good friends to this day and I
owe my having ever entertained baptism to him. I spent a summer
shadowing Rev. Michael Wheeler, who was then an Episcopal priest
at Saint Michael and Saint George in St. Louis, Mo. He introduced
me to Anglo
-Catholicism, Saint Bede’s works, daily Eucharist,
icons, relics, some Orthodox theology, pastoral care rooted in the
sacraments, and he helped me solidify a call to the priesthood. As
an Episcopal priest, several of my friends took the plunge into the
Tiber before me, which gave me great courage to dive in. Rev. Paul
Moreau and Rev. Tim Nadolski [Catholic priests in the Archdiocese
of Atlanta] have been brotherly to me and have helped prepare me
for the priesthood here in Athens, Ga.”
ON HIS CALL TO PRIESTHOOD IN THE ORDINARIATE

Missionary character

Rev. Gregory Tipton
established the
Ordinariate’s community in
formation in Athens, Ga.
Photo courtesy of Rev. Gregory Tipton

“All of my formation as a Christian was through Anglicanism and
my understanding of pre-Reformation ‘Anglicanism,’ i.e. medieval
Catholicism, was read in a way that was consonant with some of the
later Anglican developments. So intellectually it made sense. But I
also recalled a conversation with my old mentor about Diotima’s
Ladder in Plato’s Symposium. As one climbs the ladder of love, there
are two options: kick every rung out as you go, or pick them up and
take them with you... I knew I had to take up the rungs with me; I
had to take up my Anglican formation and spirituality, and allow
God to purge it and cleanse it... I knew that in the divine economy,
gift-giving is the way of life, and that I could not simply ‘drop it all’
and expect to find my Lord; I could not ‘sit on my talents.’ This path
seemed to lead me straight to the Ordinariate.” 
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the necessity to have
a special closeness
to the local bishop
to minister to souls
effectively.”

Fab four

I

A Q&A WITH THE QUARTET OF NEW DEACONS SERVING IN THE PERSONAL ORDINARIATE
OF THE CHAIR OF SAINT PETER

by JENNY FABER

In support of its evangelizing mission to go and make disciples
of all nations (Matthew 28:19), the Ordinariate has received four
new ambassadors for Christ.
Rev. Mr. Armando Alejandro, Jr., Rev. Mr. Nathan Davis, and
Rev. Mr. Jon Jenkins were ordained to the transitional diaconate
for the Ordinariate, while Deacon Keith Way was ordained to
the permanent diaconate, May 16.
The ordination Mass was celebrated at the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Walsingham in Houston.
The quartet has served in long- and short-term ministries at
Ordinariate communities across the U.S., including in California,
Florida, Kentucky, Maryland, Nebraska, and Texas.
The three transitional deacons continue their studies and
formation for the priesthood. Deacon Way will permanently
minister in the Order of Deacons.
One plays the bagpipes. Another
can perform on 13 instruments. One
paints and draws as a hobby, while
one grew up in the same Florida
WATCH
town as another Ordinariate priest.
Video of the 2019
Read on to learn more about the
Ordination Mass
men whose ministries of the Word,
ordinariate.net
sacrament, and charity now flow
from a new sacramental identity.
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REV. MR. ARMANDO ALEJANDRO, JR.
Deacon Alejandro taught music at his Ordinariate parish —
Our Lady of the Atonement in San Antonio — before becoming
a seminarian for the Ordinariate of the Chair
of Saint Peter.
Born in D’Hanis, Texas (a town roughly
45 miles west of the Alamo), Deacon
Alejandro studied at Assumption Seminary
in San Antonio before his current academic
coursework at Saint Mary’s Seminary in
Houston.
He holds a bachelor’s degree in pastoral
ministry and served as a pastoral associate at Saint Philip of Jesus
Catholic Church in San Antonio, in addition to working as a
teacher at The Atonement Academy, before his ordination to the
transitional diaconate.
Who influenced your vocation?
“One of the greatest influences in my vocation to the priesthood
was Archbishop Jose Gomez, who is now the Archbishop of Los
Angeles. He took great care to ensure that we were advancing in
our spiritual life and in our love for Holy Mother, the Church. He
instilled in me a great love for the Holy Father and demonstrated

Mass., and West Hartford, Conn.
But, Deacon Davis said, the three biggest influences on his
priestly vocation were his mother, Karyn, whom he credits as
the first influence on his call; Rev. Carleton Jones, O.P., his first
spiritual director and his confirmation sponsor; and Rev. Jason
Catania, his pastor at Mount Calvary Church when Deacon
Davis was a parishioner at the Baltimore parish.
Father Catania led Mount Calvary into full communion with
the Catholic Church in 2012.
“Without Father Catania’s guidance and encouragement,
I might not have become Catholic nor paid attention to God’s
urging me to discern my vocation,” Deacon Davis said.

What
has
been your most
interesting
assignment as a
seminarian?
“My
most
interesting
and
edifying apostolate I
What have you learned about yourself and about
have experienced so God in your formation to become a Catholic priest?
far was the summer
“True joy is to be found only when you are following God’s
I spent ministering will, living out the vocation He has willed for you from your
to the sick and dying creation, and helping others to do the same. I thought I was
at Baylor-St. Luke’s happy before I entered formation, but deep down, in the depths
Hospital in Houston, of my soul, something was lacking because I was doing my own
Texas, as part of thing, living how I wanted to live, and not truly following my
their Clinical Pastoral vocation. I have come to realize, in a personal way, that God does
Education program. not give up on anyone, but in His perfect wisdom and patience
I spent many days He allows us our freedom, so that when we turn toward Him, He
and nights praying, runs to us with open arms to welcome us home.”
comforting the dying,
consoling those who
What has been your most interesting assignment as
had lost a loved one, talking to nurses and doctors, and rejoicing a seminarian?
with those who experienced a successful recovery. While not able
“My apostolate for Third Theology was my most interesting
to assist sacramentally, I was able to see God’s hand in the lives and most rewarding one. I attended weekly Alcoholics Anonymous
of many through their own suffering in
meetings at a Catholic-run halfway house
the hospital, which would often lead to
for men who have been recently released
patients asking me to help find a priest so
from prison. These men talk about their
they could make their first confession in
struggles to adjust to a ‘free’ life, their
Sent forth
decades!”
struggles with their parole officer, and
FROM TOP LEFT: Rev. Mr. Jon Jenkins,
LEFT, Rev. Mr. Armando Alejandro,
their struggles with alcohol and drug
Most Rev. Steven J. Lopes, Rev. Mr.
As a transitional deacon, I
addictions. They inspired me with their
Nathan Davis, and Deacon Keith Way
am most looking forward to...
strength, determination, perseverance,
are all smiles after ordinations to
“proclaiming the Gospel at Mass.”
and honesty. The discussions we had
the diaconate, May 16; Deacon Way
holds the crucifix on Good Friday
together helped me grow in knowledge
at Saint Augustine of Canterbury
People might be surprised to
about addictions, the prison system, AA,
Ordinariate Community in San Diego,
know... “that I can play 13 instruments.”
and myself. Having had this ministry will
Calif.; Deacon Jenkins and Deacon
help me be a better priest.”
Alejandro sing praise during their

REV. MR. NATHAN DAVIS

ordination Mass in May.
Left and right photos by Margaret Pichon; center photo
courtesy of Deacon Keith Way

After earning a bachelor’s in computer
engineering from Villanova University
and serving four years in the U.S. Army,
Deacon Davis worked 13 years as a computer
engineer for the United States Department of
Defense.
But throughout his education and career,
the call to priesthood remained. The seeds
of his vocation began during his junior high
and high school years, when he belonged to
the Church of the Redeemer, an Episcopal
church in Sarasota, Fla.
Deacon Davis’ desire to serve like Christ grew through his
experiences at Good Shepherd in Rosemont, Pa., and in ministry
with the Saint Michael’s Conference (Northeast) in Shrewsbury,

The most recent book I read for
fun is ... “Perelandra, by C.S. Lewis.”

People might be surprised to
know... “I grew up in the same town as
[Ordinariate priest and Saint Alban parochial administrator]
Rev. Evan Simington: Bradenton, Fla.! (But I didn’t know him
because we each went to a different parish.)”

REV. MR. JON JENKINS
The journey to Catholic priesthood has led
Deacon Jenkins, a native Texan, more than
980 miles away from his home state to a region
of southeast Wisconsin.
Since the summer of 2017, the transitional
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deacon has served as director of faith formation for a cluster
of four parishes known as the Kenosha-Racine County
Line Catholic parishes, which belong to the Archdiocese of
Milwaukee.
Deacon Jenkins is no stranger to the Badger State. He earned
a Master of Divinity and and Doctor of Ministry from Nashotah
House Theological Seminary in Wisconsin, after finishing a
Bachelor of Fine Arts at the University of Texas at Arlington.
As an Episcopal priest, he served at Saint Peter and Saint
Paul in Arlington, Texas, Christ the King in Fort Worth, Texas,
and All Saints Anglican Church in Peachtree City, Ga.

1

Turning one
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
COMMUNITY MARKS FIRST
YEAR OF ESTABLISHMENT

Who influenced your vocation?
“Very Rev. Timothy Perkins, as my spiritual director for
roughly a decade, has deeply helped to form my image of the
Catholic priesthood.”
What has been your most interesting ministerial
assignment as a priesthood candidate?
“My interim job as a director of religious education has given
me a much stronger understanding of the time management
needed to be a Catholic priest.”
As a transitional deacon, I am most looking forward
to... “being back at the altar to some capacity, and preaching.”
The most recent book I read for fun is... “I tend to
listen to biographies on CD from the library as I drive around
town. The most recent book I am listening to is Lincoln at the Gates
of History, although the best book I’ve listened to recently was the
biography of Leonardo DaVinci by Walter Isaacson.”
People might be surprised to
know... “I still paint, draw, and do all
kinds of projects related to art in what little
free time I have.”

DEACON KEITH WAY

Vested interest

social services to the homeless in San Diego North County. In
formation, he has worked in hospital ministry and is involved
in building “The Meadows,” a nonprofit to serve foster care
children.

Rev. Jason Catania, LEFT, and
Very Rev. Charles Hough, RIGHT,
vest Deacon Davis, CENTER,
during the May 16 ordination
Mass. Father Catania was Deacon
Davis’ pastor at Mount Calvary
in Baltimore when Davis was
discerning a call to holy orders.
Photo by Margaret Pichon

Deacon Way is the 11th permanent
deacon
in
the
Ordinariate. “I had
been thinking about the
diaconate for many years,
but I was never able to answer the call until I
came home to the Catholic Church, via the
Ordinariate,” he said.
A retired Navy corpsman, he worked
as an IT consultant, technical support program manager, and
home loan originator before his ordination this May. He holds
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in information technology.
Born in Stamford, Conn., and raised Episcopalian, Deacon
Way’s ministerial life is rooted in San Diego, Calif., where he now
serves at Saint Augustine Ordinariate Community. Previously, he
belonged to the Episcopal Church of Saint Michael’s by the Sea.
He began the diaconate formation program in the Diocese of
San Diego in 2014 and completed the coursework this year.
His service at Saint Augustine has included being an acolyte,
reader, and Eucharistic minister. He also enjoys serving at
Brother Benno’s, a nonprofit center offering food, clothing, and
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Photo by Phillip Chavez
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3

What drew you to the diaconal life?
“I believe I’ve always had a call to the
diaconate life. It just became stronger or
clearer as I grew older. Maybe I just learned
to listen more. I don’t believe there was any
one specific thing that drew me into the life
— just a strong need to serve. The more I
served, the better I felt and more peace I
found. You could say what drew me in was
the desire to find peace and I found it in the
service to the Lord.”

What have you learned about
yourself and about God in your formation to become a
Catholic deacon?
“The only thing that keeps me from resting with the Lord
is my own humanity. If I take the time to be silent and rest
peacefully with God, He’s there. It can take me seconds or hours
to silence the noise found in daily life, but the length of time it
takes is up to me. This is a part of my conversion and I will keep
working to always be resting with Him.”
As an ordained deacon, I am most looking forward
to… “Oh, too many things to list here. I’m truly excited about
the future! For sure finalizing ‘The Meadows’ ministry, but also
the evangelization of San Diego and growing Saint Augustine’s.”
People might be surprised to know… “I play Scottish
small pipes and Uilleann (Irish) pipes.” 

Photo by Kaylee Toole

ABOUT
Holy Martyrs of England and Wales
39022 Sky Canyon Drive
Murrieta, CA 92563
MASS TIMES
Sundays: 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays: 6:30 p.m.
LEARN MORE
hmcatholic.org | (949) 829-1980

MURRIETA, Calif. – Holy
Martyrs of England and Wales,
the Ordinariate of the Chair
of Saint Peter’s community
serving southwest Riverside
County in California, turned
1 year old in May. (The
community’s first public Mass
was May 20, 2018.)
Holy Martyrs serves more
than 180 registered families

Photo by Kaylee Toole

and draws over 300 faithful
to its weekend Masses in the
Temecula Valley.
Holy Martyrs was founded
as a mission of Blessed
John Henry Newman, the
Ordinariate
community
established in Orange County
in 2012. After observing
numerous families in Riverside
County commuting to Irvine

each weekend to attend
Mass at Blessed John Henry
Newman, the new mission
was formed.
On Feb. 9 and 10, Most
Rev. Steven J. Lopes made a
pastoral visit to Holy Martyrs
and Wales (1). A barbecue (2)
and community fellowship (3)
were offered in conjunction
with the bishop’s visit. 
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Ordinariate deacon
honored by United States
Secret Service
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Deacon Mark
Arbeen, an Ordinariate deacon who serves
as the chief of chaplains for the United
States Secret Service, was presented with
the federal agency’s 2019 Director’s Impact
Award, April 5.
The award recognizes Deacon Arbeen’s
establishment of the U.S. Secret Service
chaplain program, which provides support
from ordained, trained volunteer chaplains
to Secret Service personnel and their
families during times of need, including crisis
situations.
The program now includes 126 volunteer
chaplains in the United States and Guam. The
goal is to have 350 chaplains in the program
by the end of 2020.
Deacon Arbeen is assigned to Saint Luke
Catholic Church, the Ordinariate’s parish in
Washington, D.C. 

Ordinariate Chancery,
Dominican Sisters host
women’s vocation retreat
HOUSTON – The Ordinariate of the
Chair of Saint Peter, with the Dominican
Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist,
hosted a women’s vocation retreat,
March 2.
The day of prayer at the Ordinariate’s
Chancery campus was offered for single
women between the ages of junior in
high school to 30 who were interested
in learning more about religious life.
The retreat drew about 20
participants who spent the Saturday
with the Dominican Sisters to learn
how to listen to God’s call in their
lives. The gathering included talks
and conversation about vocation and
discernment, times of prayer, and much
fun, said Sister Amata Veritas, O.P.
“The young women who attended
were a great inspiration to the Sisters,”
Sister Amata Veritas said. “They are
already a joyful witness of Christian life
and it is encouraging to see them open
hearts to God’s will in their life.”
During the retreat, Most Rev. Steven
J. Lopes, bishop of the Ordinariate,
celebrated Mass for the retreatants in
the Chancery oratory. 
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High impact

Former United States Secret Service director Randolph “Tex” Alles, LEFT, and Secret Service Chief
Operating Officer George Mulligan, RIGHT, present Deacon Mark Arbeen, CENTER, with the 2019
United States Secret Service Director’s Impact Award. Photo courtesy of Deacon Mark Arbeen

Ordinariate priest approved as voting member of ACHTUS
BROOKLYN, N.Y. – Rev. Belen Gonzalez y Perez, a priest of the
Ordinariate, was approved as a full voting member of the Academy of
Catholic Hispanic Theologians of the United States, July 2018.
The academy is an association of scholars dedicated to promoting
research and theological reflection within the context of the U.S. Hispanic experience.
Father Gonzalez y Perez serves as a U.S. Air Force chaplain in the Archdiocese for the
Military Services, USA, and provides priestly support at parishes in the Diocese of Brooklyn. 

BIENNIAL “DISCERNMENT DAYS” WRAP UP IN HOUSTON
HOUSTON – The Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint Peter hosted “Discernment Days” for
young men (age 16 and a junior in high school to age 30) open to a call to the priesthood,
June 26 to 29. The three-day gathering included workshops on seminary life, the gift of
celibacy, and the missionary life of the Ordinariate. 

Sea change
ABOARD
USS
MOUNT
WHITNEY – Rev. William Cantrell
reads the Gospel during a Lenten
Mass on board USS Mount Whitney.
Father Cantrell, an Ordinariate priest
and a captain in the United States
Navy, is Force Chaplain (Reserves)
Commander Naval Forces EuropeCommander Naval Forces AfricaCommander Naval Force Sixth Fleet.
He celebrated the Mass during a
major NATO exercise in March. 

THEY ARE AT THE CORE, YET ALSO AT THE EDGE.

The Knights of Columbus are an established presence
at activities central to Catholic parish life: special Masses,
Lenten fish fries, Holy Hours.
But Knights are also found “on the peripheries,” as
Pope Francis put it: building houses for families in need,
distributing winter coats to the poor, sending relief to areas
devastated by natural disaster.
In the Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint Peter, Knights
councils are weaving themselves into the fabric of
parochial life as they participate in and initiate these
fundamental ministries in their communities. Even more,

Knights membership in the Ordinariate has taken root as
parishes and parochial communities seek to reflect their
communion with the universal Church. From coast to coast
in North America, Ordinariate men are joining the Knights
of Columbus to connect not only with fellow parishioners,
but with like-minded men around the globe who wish to
serve others with the heart of Christ.
“I have grown in my faith through my work with the KCs
because it has provided
Knights of Columbus at Mass at Holy
solid formation and
Martyrs of England and Wales, an
fellowship with brothers
Ordinariate community in Southern
pursuing a greater path
California. Photo by Phillip Chavez

Photo courtesy of Rev. William Cantrell
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in life,” said Joseph Cinemato, Grand Knight of
Blessed John Henry Newman Council 16728
in Southern California.

FUN FACT

ENRICHING THE ORDINARIATE
The Knights of Columbus is the world’s
largest Catholic fraternal service organization,
comprised of nearly 2 million members
worldwide. Membership is open to men age
18 and older who are practicing Catholics.
Founded March 29, 1882 by Rev. Michael
McGivney in New Haven, Conn., the order
was established to unite men of Catholic faith
and provide for families of deceased Knights.
Since then, the KCs’ activities have been
centered around four core principles: charity,
unity, fraternity, and patriotism.
In the Ordinariate, those ventures have
included everything from raising funds
for pro-life ministries to hosting welcome
receptions for priests as they are assigned
to Ordinariate parishes, to sponsoring Holy
Hours on Ember Days in September, Advent,
and Lent, and after Pentecost. Internationally,
nearly 15,000 Knights councils support a
range of service projects, from providing
wheelchairs to persons with disabilities to
raising funds for regions impacted by disasters.
“The Knights of Columbus’ unrelenting
dedication to charity is a model of faithfulness
to the Lord’s perennial command: ‘Love one
another,’ ” said Most Rev. Steven J. Lopes,
bishop of the Ordinariate. “Their actions
bear witness to how discipleship propels us
deeper into an abundant life in Christ.”
Not every Ordinariate community has
its own Knights council — the organization
requires 30 members to start a council at a
parish — but in several instances, Ordinariate
men have joined councils of nearby diocesan
parishes and woven those Knights’ projects
into their Ordinariate communities.
The Knights of Columbus have
supported the Ordinariate of the Chair of
Saint Peter since the diocese’s inception. In
2012, the Knights contributed $100,000
to the Ordinariate to buy equipment and
related technology to conduct a longdistance formation program for the initial
cohort of Ordinariate clergy candidates.
The grant allowed the Ordinariate to use
video conferencing in the priestly formation
of dozens of men in the first years of the
Ordinariate’s institution.
Read on to learn how the Knights of
Columbus in the Ordinariate are working to
help their parishes and neighbors continue to
grow in holiness.
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Babe Ruth,
Vince Lombardi, and
President John F. Kennedy
were members of the
Knights of Columbus.
Source: kofc.org

Knights of Columbus at Saint John the Evangelist in Calgary prepare a hot pancake breakfast for
parishioners, March 3. Photo courtesy of Bob Harrod

ALBERTA
Saint John the Evangelist Council 17246

Ordinariate parish: Saint John the Evangelist in Calgary, Alberta
Grand Knight: Bob Harrod
Number of Knights: 21
For information, visit
stjohntheevangelistkofc.home.blog
The Knights of Saint John the Evangelist – the only Ordinariate Knights Council in
Calgary — hosted a pancake breakfast for the parish, March 3. Knights served the hot
meal for parishioners following the 10 a.m. Mass.
The council is “a men’s group that strives to walk the way of the Lord through
witness and example so that we might help our parish grow closer to Him,” said Bob
Harrod, Grand Knight.

Ordinariate community: Holy Martyrs of England and Wales in
Murrieta, Calif.
Established: November 2018
Grand Knight: Stephen Lindsley
Number of Knights: 33
For information, contact
Steven Aquilino, Financial Secretary, HMKnights@yahoo.com
Founded less than a year ago, the Holy Martyrs Knights have
performed more than 200 hours of community service since November
2018, according to the council’s Grand Knight, Stephen Lindsley.
The group’s activities have included participating in the Walk for
Life in Hemet, Calif., and preparing a pro-life float for Hemet’s annual
Christmas parade; organizing Lenten soup suppers to fund support for
the Coats for Kids program, which distributes winter wear to those in
need; and collecting donations for Special Olympics. The Knights’ parish
activities have included preparing a pancake supper on Shrove Tuesday
and corned beef for Saint Patrick’s feast day, as well as helping install
shelving and fixtures at Holy Martyrs, which opened a little over a year
ago (see related story, page 19).
The council has been active in educating “fellow Catholics, nonCatholic Christians and others about the Personal Ordinariate of the
Chair of Saint Peter,” Lindsley said.
“Specifically, we have shared the story of our unique liturgical tradition
and our evangelical mission to bring non-Catholics and fallen away
Catholics back to the Church,” he said. “Holy Martyrs Knights continue to
act as witnesses for our faith.”

Blessed John Henry Newman Council 16728

Ordinariate community: Blessed John Henry Newman in
Irvine, Calif.
LEFT: A Knight
Established: 2017
of Blessed John
Grand Knight: Joseph Cinemato
Henry Newman
Number of Knights: 40
Council 16728
Service hours in 2018: 19,078
prepares pancakes
for a Shrove
Awards: Columbian Award for service
Tuesday
supper.
hours (2016-17); Father McGivney Award
Photo courtesy of Joseph
(2017-18); Founders Award (2017-18)
Cinemato

ARIZONA
Saint Philip the Apostle Council 9995

Ordinariate community: Holy Nativity in Payson, Ariz.
(Ordinariate KCs at Holy Nativity are members of the council of Saint Philip the Apostle, a
parish of the Diocese of Tuscon.)
Ordinariate Knights contact: Brent Burnette
Number of Knights: About 50 total, 4 of whom are Ordinariate Knights

For information, visit
facebook.com/Knights-of-Columbus-16728-135015060481564/

For information, visit
holynativitypayson.org
The Knights of Columbus in Payson, Ariz., will soon help pave the way for visitors to
the Ordinariate community of Holy Nativity.
Third degree Knight Brent Burnette, a Holy Nativity parishioner, said Council
9995 plans to work on the Ordinariate community’s parking lot, which is in
need of a culvert to improve drainage near the church. Once the city gives its
final OK to the project, the Knights intend to assist with the construction effort,
Burnette said.
Holy Nativity has four Knights of Columbus who are active in the council of
Saint Philip the Apostle, a parish of the Diocese of Tuscon. The council’s popular
activities include hosting an annual Shrove Tuesday pancake supper and Mass,
presenting a yearly scholarship to a Catholic student, and putting on a golf
tournament to support the local Saint Vincent de Paul Society and Catholic
radio station. In addition, the council hosts quarterly Masses at Saint Philip and Holy

Holy Martyrs Council 17120

Nativity.
“ T h e r e ’s
always activity,”
Burnette said.
“We’re never
static by any
means.”
Bur nette ,
who serves as
the council’s
recorder, said he joined the Knights

three years ago because he was
looking to practice his faith with
other men committed to Christian
service. Ordinariate KCs at Holy
Nativity serve as the financial
secretary and a trustee of Council
9995, and the grand knight — a
parishioner at Saint Philip the
Apostle — occasionally worships
at the Ordinariate community,
Burnette said.
LEFT: Rev. Joseph Vieira, CENTER,
parochial administrator of Holy Nativity
Ordinariate Community, pauses with
Knights of Columbus from across
Payson, Ariz. Photo courtesy of Brent Burnette

More than 85 percent of the Knights of Columbus at Blessed
John Henry Newman are under age 40. When Grand Knight Joseph
Cinemato approached Rev. Andrew Bartus about starting a council for
the Ordinariate community in Irvine, Calif., they made it a goal to recruit
young adults into the fraternal organization.
The council was formed in 2017, and since then has drawn Gen X
and Gen Y-ers into regular prayer vigils at Planned Parenthood in Orange,
Calif., on Saturday mornings. Other hallmark activities of the Southern
California council include hosting a men’s barbecue and an annual
Shrove Tuesday pancake supper for parishioners; conferring “parishioner
awards” to honor active members of the Blessed John Henry Newman
community; and leading faithful in the OneLife LA March, the annual Walk
for Life in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. Cinemato said the group hosts
regular service projects to assist parishioners in need, as well.
Council 16728 partners with the RISE Young Adult Ministry, Theology
on Tap OC (Orange County), and the Gianna Club, a women’s ministry, in
many of their activities, Cinemato added.
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FLORIDA

MARYLAND

Saint Thomas à Becket Council 16236

Father O’Neill Council 4011

For information
Contact Michael Coleman, Grand Knight, at mcoleman@xmission.com or
visit www.kofc16236.org

For information
Contact Karl Tschanz, Grand Knight, at grandknight@4011knights.org or
visit webmaster3002.wixsite.com/4011knights

Ordinariate parish: Incarnation Catholic Church in Orlando, Fla.
Established: 2015
Grand Knight: Michael Coleman
Number of Knights: 40
Service hours in 2018: 3,459
Awards: 2018 and 2016 Florida State Division I (75 Knights or less)
Council of the Year; 2018 Columbian Award, Florida State Church Service
Program Award (candlelight adoration); and Family Service Program
Award (Our Lady of Fatima 100th anniversary procession and reception)

Ordinariate parish: Christ the King in Towson, Md.
(Ordinariate KCs at Christ the King are part of a council serving five parishes
in the Baltimore region.)
Established: 1955
Grand Knight: Karl Tschanz
Service hours in 2018: About 1,000
Awards: Annually for the last decade, received the Columbian Award for
Service, Service to Vocations, Service to Food 4 Families, as well as Surge
with Service awards.

In the Sunshine State, the Knights at Incarnation Catholic Church have
been lighting up their church for the past year.
Council 16236 won the 2018 Florida Knights of Columbus Church
Service program award for a candlelight adoration program, which is held
at the Ordinariate parish in Orlando the first Friday evening of the month.
During adoration, evening luminaries and sparse lighting illuminate the
church’s nave and sanctuary, as well as the sidewalks and steps leading
into the church.
More than half of the council’s service hours last year fell under
the Knights of Columbus’ “faith” programs category, said Grand Knight
Michael Coleman. In addition to the candlelight adoration program, their
faith activities include a monthly lunch for seminarians and a fifth Sunday
rosary.
“As an example of a faith program conducted uniquely for the
Ordinariate, [Council] 16236’s men’s Holy Hours were held on Ember
Days in September, Advent, and Lent, an an additional Holy Hour is
intended for Ember Days after Pentecost,” Coleman said.
The Orlando Ordinariate Knights are particularly active in pro-life
ministries, Coleman added. The Council donates to pregnancy centers
including Life Choices and JMJ Life Center. Coleman said Incarnation’s KC
council is the leading fundraiser for Orlando Laps for Life’s support of the
Knights’ ultrasound initiative, in which councils raise money to purchase
ultrasound machines for qualifying pregnancy centers through the walka-thon fundraiser.
In addition, the council, in collaboration with the parish’s Respect Life
ministry, erected a memorial for victims of abortion on the
parish’s campus. On Sept. 8, the sixth annual National Day
of Remembrance for Aborted Children, the council hosted
a morning Mass for the unborn, followed by a procession to
the memorial and a rosary.

MISSOURI
Our Lady of Sorrows Council 2457

Ordinariate community: Our Lady of Hope in Kansas City, Mo.
Number of Knights: 30 total, 10 of whom are Ordinariate Knights
Ordinariate Knights contact: John Miller
For information, visit
www.ourladyofhopekc.com

LEFT: Parishioners of Incarnation Catholic Church join in a procession and distribution
of flowers at the parish’s memorial for the unborn, Sept. 8. The gathering was co-sponsored
by the parish’s Respect Life ministry and Knights of Columbus Council 16236. A Mass
preceded the procession, which was followed by a rosary led by the Knights. INSET: Grand
Knight Michael Coleman offers opening remarks at the Sept. 8 gathering, which marked the
sixth annual National Day of Remembrance for Aborted Children. Photos courtesy of Luis Rosas
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The Knights of the Father O’Neill Council are parishioners at five
parishes: the Ordinariate parish of Christ the King and four parishes of the
Archdiocese of Baltimore (Immaculate Conception, Saint Joseph, Church
of the Nativity and Saint Francis Xavier).
The multi-parish council is “all about charity,” said Dan Flannery, a
member of Council 4011 and a parishioner at Christ the King.
“We may not be the biggest council; we’re not the richest council. But
we work very hard,” Flannery said.
One hallmark activity is the council’s bicycle program, in which the
Knights restore damaged or unwanted bicycles and distribute them to
children and persons in need in Baltimore and in Baltimore and Howard
counties. Annually, the council also organizes the Jessica Meredith
Jacobsen Family Memorial 5K Run/Walk, which raises funds for the House
of Ruth — a nonprofit serving victims of domestic violence — and tuition
assistance for Catholic education, along with other charities.
At Christ the King, the multi-parish council plans to assist with
landscaping the grounds around the parish's new parish hall and education
building.
Flannery said the council also raises funds for Pregnancy Center
North, a Baltimore clinic serving women in unexpected pregnancies. The
medical clinic also receives support from Christ the King, and Rev. Edward
Meeks — pastor at Christ the King — serves as a chaplain to Pregnancy
Center North.
“All the KCs from other parishes come to Christ the King to support
our programs,” Flannery said. “They don’t just stay at ‘their’ parish. We go
where we’re needed.”
The council is named for Rev. James G. O’Neill, who served the parish
of the Immaculate Conception in Towson from 1916 to 1947.
“We are a wonderful group of men who span five parishes, several
decades, and are always looking for new members and their family to
join our community,” said Karl Tschanz, Grand Knight. “We offer a step
between the Church and community, with our actions strengthening
both.”

Ordinariate Sir Knights belonging to Council 2457 enjoy fellowship and coffee after
Mass, April 8. Rev. Randy Sly, LEFT, Virgil Burke, Jeff Worth, John Miller, Dale
Marta, Jude Huntz, and Deacon Scott McKellar are Knights of Columbus as well as
parishioners or clergy of Our Lady of Hope Ordinariate Community, which meets in
Kansas City, Mo. Other Ordinariate Knights in Kansas City (not pictured) are Darrick
Taylor, John Altman, and Bill Gagnon. Photo courtesy of Veronica Stockeme

The Ordinariate community of Our Lady of Hope includes Knights
who belong to Council 2457 of the local diocesan parish, Our Lady of
Sorrows.
The Kansas City Ordinariate community celebrates Mass at Our Lady
of Sorrows, so it seemed natural for the Ordinariate KCs to collaborate
with their host parish’s council, said John Miller, a parishioner of Our
Lady of Hope and treasurer for
Council 2457.
The Knights at Our Lady
STRUCTURE
of Hope are active in the
council’s annual fall Tootsie Roll
Drive — a popular fundraiser
SUPREME
among Knights, in which
COUNCIL
OFFICE
councils distribute Tootsie Rolls
in exchange for donations for
The 15,900 local
programs supporting persons
units of the Knights of
with disabilities — as well as
Columbus are governed
the group’s drives to purchase
by the Supreme Council,
winter coats for children in need
which is headquartered
and collect funds for ultrasound
in New Haven, Conn.
machines for pregnancy centers.
The group also has held drives
JURISDICTIONS
to fund school supplies and
contribute to the local children’s
The Supreme Council
hospital.
has more than 75
The
council
recently
state councils to guide
approved two projects “for local
regional activities.
charities dear to members in the
Our Lady of Hope community,”
DISTRICTS
Miller said.
Each state council is
A check was presented
divided into districts,
to Knight Jude Huntz for the
or groupings of local
Habitat for Humanity “Catholic
Build” project, which strives to
councils.
bring the Catholic community in
Kansas City together to build one
COUNCILS
home each year, Miller said.
Local councils are the
In addition, a check was
basic unit of the Knights.
presented to Knight Virgil Burke
Most councils are based
for sponsoring bed and bedding
in parishes, though the
for Sleep in Heavenly Peace, a
Knights of Columbus
local charity that provides beds
and bedding to families in need.
also has college councils
“It’s a really good feeling to
and military councils.
be part of a Catholic fraternal
Each council is led by
organization that serves as a
a Grand Knight, who
reminder of the good we can
is an elected officer of
do in our community and for
the group. A chaplain
society,” Miller said.
The Ordinariate Knights
is appointed to each
make up about a third of the
council.
total council membership, he
said.
Source: kofc.org



We go where we're needed.

- Dan Flannery, Father O’Neill Council 4011
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NEBRASKA

VIEWPOINTS OF A KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CHAPLAIN

Action packed

W

hen asked to write a reflection regarding
a priest’s association with the Knights of
Columbus, I had to call to mind memories of
a journey that began almost seven years ago.
However, this reflection of my personal association with the
Knights cannot be presented unilaterally, but must take into
account the history of Incarnation Catholic
Church’s Council 16236. The primary reason
for this is that my personal story as a Knight
is opposite the usual way a man joins the
Knights of Columbus. Usually, one joins
by association with an established council.
But I became a Knight to facilitate the
establishment of a council.
During the time of transition from
Anglicanism into the Church, I had some
by
significant time to reflect upon some of
REV. WILLIAM P.
the things I would do to facilitate a more
HOLIDAY
Catholic ethos within the parish if indeed
the Lord willed I was to become a priest. Several things were
forefront of my mind, but one of the first and foremost was to
encourage the men of the parish to associate with the Knights.
My rationale was that in Anglicanism, as many reading this
essay remember, there is a significant tendency to be “inwardly
focused.” (By this I mean to view the local parish as the center
of our life of faith with little or no attention given to engaging
in the life of faith beyond the local parish.) Such an approach
is the norm in Anglicanism, but it was my desire to expand the
view of the men of the parish to appreciate their soon-to-be
entrance into the Universal Church, to foster engagement with
men of faith outside the confines of their parish — in short, to
appreciate being Catholic. Subsequently, immediately after our
reception into the Church, I contacted the Knights of Columbus
to determine what needed to be done to get the proverbial ball
rolling.
My initial outreach to the Knights was met with some
very pleasant but confused replies: “The personal what of
Saint Peter? Uh… we have to check on this.” However, in short
order, some very dedicated and zealous Knights from one of
the councils of a local parish [in the Diocese of Orlando] made
contact with me and laid out a plan for not only facilitating
our men becoming Knights, but to establish a Knights
presence within our parish. I had not even considered such an

FUN FACT
undertaking at that stage, but they knew their stuff.
One of their first, and I will add adamant, recommendations
was that I become a Knight — something that had never entered
my mind as I was focused on the men of the parish. However,
it was presented that my affiliation would be an example to
the men. Finding no reason to the contrary, I took their advice.
The next year saw several men of the parish become Knights.
The fledgling group soon grew to a point at which instead
of attending meetings at another council, a roundtable (i.e.,
council in formation) was established at Incarnation. These
events, and the mere association with Knights from other
parishes, actually resulted in transfers of Knights from other
councils into our group.
Consequently, even
to the surprise of our
zealous mentors, and
contrary to all expected
timelines (about five
years to establish a
council), Council 16236
received its charter
on June 11, 2015, less
than three years after
Incarnation's reception
into the Church.
This story of Council
16236 speaks completely to what I as a priest appreciate about
the Knights of Columbus: a practical, lived faith. I have seen
the consequent benefits to our parish, both materially and
spiritually. The men of this small council have shone as an
example of selflessness by being at the forefront in activities
such as Habitat for Humanity, Respect Life endeavors, and
fundraisers for a local diocesan school for the intellectually
challenged, just to name a few. They have donated well over
$20,000 to the parish from bingo proceeds. There is also a curio
cabinet in the lobby of our administration building that is full
(and I mean that literally) of trophies and awards earned by our
council.
Everything I have described is the fulfillment of God’s
promise to reward those who seek Him (Heb.11:6). Seeking is
acting, not talking or merely giving financially so that others
may act. Knights of Columbus act! What more can a pastor
desire than to see the men of his parish acting Catholic?

Roberto Brunel, Nathan
Davis, and Patrick McCain
are Knights of Columbus.

Ordinariate parish: Saint Barnabas in Omaha, Neb.
(Ordinariate KCs at Saint Barnabas are part of the council of Immaculate
Conception, a parish of the Archdiocese of Omaha.)
Grand Knight: John Bosco
Ordinariate Knights contact: Brian Sadowski
For information
Contact Saint Barnabas Catholic Church, 402-558-4633
In Omaha, five Ordinariate
Knights of Columbus at Saint
DEGREES
Barnabas partner with a local
diocesan parish Knights council in
their service as KCs.
There are four degrees of
The Knights at Saint Barnabas
membership in the Knights
belong to the council of Immaculate
of Columbus, with each
Conception in the Archdiocese
degree corresponding to
of Omaha. With other diocesan
one
of the core principles of
Knights councils, Council 14470
the order.
sponsored large “bus wrap”
advertisements that promoted the
Knights join the order by
culture of life, said Saint Barnabas
Knight Brian Sadowski. The pro-life
participating in a First
advertisements were displayed on
Degree exemplification
buses running through downtown
ceremony in which
during the College World Series,
they are counseled on
one of the busiest times of year in
the Knights’ founding
Omaha, Sadowski said.
principle of charity.
Other
activities
of
the
Omaha council in the past year
During ceremonies for
included a showing of the movie
Second and Third Degree
“Unprotected,” which depicts the
knighthood, Knights learn
history of Humanae Vitae and
the order’s lessons on its
NFP; quarterly family game days;
core principles of unity
quarterly pancake breakfasts; and
and fraternity. Fourth
the KC Tootsie Roll drive, which
raises funds for programs serving
Degree Knights — known
persons with disabilities. Council
as Sir Knights — learn and
14470 also contributes financial
practice the order’s fourth
support to one seminarian,
core principle of patriotism.
Sadowski said.
As Saint Barnabas continues to
grow, the parish hopes to increase its Knights membership, Sadowski said.



What more can a pastor
desire than to see the men of
his parish acting Catholic?

ONTARIO

Rev. William P. Holiday is pastor of Incarnation Catholic Church, the Ordinariate’s
parish in Orlando, Fla., and chaplain of Saint Thomas à Becket Council 16236.

Knights at Incarnation Catholic Church gather around a framed copy of their
charter after the council's installation, July 29, 2015. Photo courtesy of Luis Rojas
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Ordinariate seminarians

Immaculate Conception Council 14470

Multiple Knights councils in Ottawa



It's a really good feeling to be part of a Catholic fraternal
organization that serves as a reminder of the good we can
do in our community and for society.
- John Miller, Our Lady of Sorrows Council 2457

Ordinariate community: Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary in
Ottawa, Ontario
In Ottawa, Knights of Columbus at Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin
Mary belong to several different councils throughout the city, said Third
Degree Knight and Annunciation parishioner Michael Trolly.
Knights at Annunciation are heavily involved with the Ordinariate
parochial community’s partnership with Saint George, the local diocesan
parish, to sponsor a refugee family from Syria. The Knights also play a role
in the annual Corpus Christi Mass and procession hosted by the two
parishes. Trolly said he hopes Annunciation can build a council of its own
in the coming years.
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TEXAS
Father Paul of Graymoor Council 16730

Ordinariate parish: Our Lady of the Atonement in San Antotnio, Texas
Established: 2017
Grand Knight: James Parrott
Number of Knights: 153
Awards include: 2017-18 Texas State Charities Honor Roll Award; 2017-18 “Freedom to Serve” State Church
Activity Award (third place); 2017-18 “We are One” State Family Activity Award (second place); 2017-18 Star
Council Award; 2017-18 Lone Star Award for Excellence; 2017-18 Texas State Council Gold Pacesetter Award;
2017-18 Texas State Council Membership Quickstart Award

FUN FACT
Father Paul of Graymoor
Council 16730 has
11 pairs of fathers and
sons who are Knights of
Columbus.

For information, visit
KOFC16730.ORG
After Our Lady of the Atonement Catholic Church came into the Ordinariate in 2017, parishioners began
to take steps to launch a Knights of Columbus council at the San Antonio parish.
Prior to 2017, several men at the parish were members of Knights councils at other Catholic churches in the
Texas Hill Country, since Atonement did not yet have its own council, explained James Parrott, who now serves
as Grand Knight of the Atonement KCs.
“There had been discussion for several years about starting a council connected to our parish, but it never
seemed to get past the discussion stage,” Parrott wrote in an essay on the council’s development. “Several
Knights of Columbus members began discussing the possibility of starting a council [at the parish] and this
discussion was getting traction. The more we talked, the, more it became clear that it was time to have our own
council at Our Lady of the Atonement.”
In May 2017, a group of Knights who were parishioners at Atonement but belonged to other Knights
councils met and decided to initiate the parish’s own council. On May 11, 2017, a letter constituting Council
16730 was presented to the group. Officers were elected and held their first official meeting on May 24, 2017.
Six days later, the council welcomed 29 new members into the Knights.
By Feb. 2019, the group had 153 members, according to Parrot, and since then, the council has worked on
projects centering on faith and charity. Signature annual events for the San Antonio council include a Fourth of
July picnic, Lenten fish fries, and a religious appreciation dinner to honor the clergy and religious at the church.
On the first Saturday of the month, the Knights and other Atonement parishioners have Mass and a prayer vigil
for the unborn. The council also raises scholarship money awarded to eighth graders enrolling in a San Antonio
Catholic high school.
While a council’s success depends on many factors, including the energy of the members and the group’s
relationship to the parish, the “most important factor for success is the support of the parish priest,” Parrott
wrote.
Rev. Mark Lewis, the parish pastor at Our Lady of the Atonement since 2017, was quick to establish a
relationship between the church and the council after he was assigned to the Texas parish, Parrott said.
“With the support of Father Lewis, the council worked on a number of projects and continues to build on
those in order to maintain the community,” Parrott wrote. “The one thing the projects have in common is that
they are in support of the Church.”
The council is named for Rev. Paul Graymoor, the founder of the Friars of the Atonement who first invoked
Mary by the name, “Our Lady of the Atonement.”

Paul Lopez, LEFT, Luke Lopez,
Chris Sevilla, and Phil Sevilla are
among the father-son sets who
belong to the Knights of Columbus
of Our Lady of the Atonement.
Photo courtesy of James Parrott

Our Lady of Walsingham Council 13615

Ordinariate parish: Cathedral of Our Lady of Walsingham in Houston,
Texas
Grand Knight: William F. Ryan, Jr.
Number of Knights: 80

Ordinariate parish: Saint Mary the Virgin in Arlington, Texas
Grand Knight: Brandon Gunnip
Recent awards: Star Council Award, Lone Star Award for Excellence
For information, visit
stmarythevirgin.org/knights-of-columbus

For information, visit
olwcatholic.org/knights-of-columbus
The Cathedral of Our Lady of Walsingham’s Knights of Columbus
council is an active presence at all major activities of the Ordinariate’s
principal church, according to Grand Knight William Ryan.
The Knights serve at the Cathedral’s frequent soup suppers, fish fries,
spaghetti dinners, and hamburger cookouts, as well as assist with regular
liturgical processions and Stations of the Cross, Ryan explained.
The council is comprised of “Christian gentlemen who can be relied
on as role models for our youngest members,” he said.
Being a Knight
of Columbus has
nourished his faith,
Ryan said. “I have
begun to see the
goodness in others
and true Christian
charity at work to
aid those in need,”
he said.
Members of Our Lady of Walsingham Council 13615
help brother Knights clean up their homes and property
in Houston after Hurricane Harvey. The 2017 storm
delivered more than 40 inches of rainfall to Southeast
Texas over four days and caused unprecedented flooding
in Houston. Photo courtesy of William F. Ryan, Jr.

Knights at Saint Mary the Virgin are a sustaining presence at the
Ordinariate’s parish in Arlington, Texas. Council 13363 members “have
been the primary source for altar servers at Mass and provide hundreds
of hours of volunteer time to maintain the church, parish hall, and offices,”
said Craig Southard, the council’s current treasurer and former Grand
Knight.
In addition to hosting fish fry dinners during Lent and other special
lunches for parishioners, the Knights at Saint Mary’s donate thousands of
dollars to local charities, to the formation of seminarians, and the entire
Church, Southard said. During the 40 Days for Life campaign — which
hosts prayer vigils for the unborn at locations across the U.S. — the Saint
Mary the Virgin Knights volunteer for the late night shifts, when it is most
challenging to find volunteers.
Council 13363 has also hosted trivia nights, Epiphany parties, Father’s
Day luncheons, and other fellowship opportunities at the parish.

Saint Thomas More the Martyr Council 16042

Ordinariate community: Saint John Vianney in Cleburne, Texas
(Ordinariate KCs at Saint John Vianney are part of a Knights roundtable
serving Saint John Vianney and Saint Joseph, a parish of the Diocese of Fort
Worth.)
Grand Knight: Kent Shields
Ordinariate Knights contact: Dale Williams
Service hours in 2018: 7,745
Recent awards: Star Council (2016, 2017); Columbian Award
(2016,2017,2018); Texas Spirit Award (2017,2018); Fr. McGivney &
Founders Award (2017,2018); Texas State Council and
Character Award (2017,2018)
For information, contact
Kent Shields, Grand Knight, 817-645-0795
DaleWilliams,Ordinariate Knight,stjohnvianneycleburne.
com/contact-us

Knights of Columbus at Our Lady of the Atonement in San Antonio offer donuts after Mass on the second Sunday of each
month. The gathering in the parish narthex is Council 16730’s initiative to foster community fellowship and to welcome
Catholic men (age 18 and older) to consider membership in the order. Photo courtesy of James Parrott
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Saint Mary the Virgin Council 13363

The unity, camaraderie, and
brotherly love make us all realize
how much we as Christian men
need one another.
- Dale Williams,
Saint Thomas More the Martyr
Council 16042

Saint John Vianney Ordinariate Community and the
Diocese of Fort Worth’s Saint Joseph Catholic Church
form a roundtable council serving both communities in
Cleburne, Texas.
Signature events of Saint Thomas More the Martyr
Council 16042 include several pro-life activities, like
participating in the annual Walk for Life and the yearly
Life Chain prayer witness in the Fort Worth Metroplex.
The council also served as a table sponsor for the
Cleburne Pregnancy Center gala for the past two years.
In addition, the Cleburne Knights host an annual
fish fry for both parishes, and in 2018 the council held a clean-up day for
the Saint John Vianney property. (In 2017, the Ordinariate community
purchased land to house its future church building.)
“The unity, camaraderie, and brotherly love make us all realize how
much we as Christian men need one another,” said Dale Williams, a Knight
of Columbus and parishioner at Saint John Vianney.
ABOVE: A Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus honor guard welcomes Most Rev. Steven J. Lopes to Saint John Vianney, the
Ordinariate community in Cleburne, Texas, Feb. 3. The Knights at Saint John Vianney and a Diocese of Fort Worth parish, Saint
Joseph, form a roundtable Knights council, named for Saint Thomas More the Martyr. Photo by Warren Gale
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ARCHDIOCESE FOR THE MILITARY SERVICES, USA
Four Chaplains Council 10652

DID YOU
KNOW?

Where: Joint Base Lewis-McChord near Tacoma, Wa.
Grand Knight: Charles “Chip” Dowd
Outside Tacoma, Wa., Rev. Joseph Reffner, a priest of the Ordinariate,
serves as chaplain to the Four Chaplains Council 10652 on Joint Base
Lewis-McChord.
Father Reffner — a captain and Army chaplain on active duty —
supports the air base’s Knights of Columbus through prayer and presence
at monthly meetings on the third Tuesday of the month, said Grand Knight
Charles “Chip” Dowd.
The council hosts Lenten and Advent retreats, along with a soccer
ball challenge and basketball throw for kids. In addition, the group raises
funds for Coats for Kids, the Knights’ program to purchase winter wear for
youth in need. In 2018, the Four Chaplains Council distributed 179 coats
to children, Dowd said.
Father Reffner — who was set to become a Fourth Degree Knight
in June — is scheduled to join in the Warriors to Lourdes pilgrimage this
summer, in which military personnel from more than 40 nations travel
to Lourdes for a retreat and pilgrimage sponsored by the Knights of
Columbus and the Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA.

• Practicing Catholic men age 18
and older can join the Knights of
Columbus.

Awaiting the Spirit

Candidates are received into full communion with the Church at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Walsingham. Photo courtesy of the Cathedral of Our Lady of Walsingham

CATHEDRAL

Public domain photo via Wikimedia commons

• Rev. Michael McGivney (ABOVE), the
founder of the Knights of Columbus,
established an insurance system to
Rev. Joseph Reffner, CENTER, is
an Ordinariate priest who serves as
chaplain of the Four Chaplains Knights
of Columbus Council 10652 on Joint
Base Lewis-McChord. Photo courtesy of
Charles Dowd

provide aid and financial protection
for widows and orphans of Knights.
The same system has evolved into a
Fortune 1000 insurance program
with a financial strength rating of A+
(Superior) from AM Best, and over
$100 billion of life insurance in force.
• The Knights of Columbus donated
$1.62 billion to charitable causes
from 2007 to 2017.
Source: kofc.org

The Vigil of Pentecost

O

The privileged liturgical context for candidates

On the Vigil of Pentecost —
celebrated June 8 this year — the
faithful await in prayer with the
apostles for the coming of the Holy
Spirit and with it the foundation of
the Church, which is
the divine institution

WASHINGTON, D.C.

the

Saint John Fisher Council 16499

founded

Ordinariate parish: Saint Luke’s in Washington, D.C.
Grand Knight: Patrick Rothwell
Number of Knights: 25

by

of

God

upon

the

apostles.

The liturgy begins with
these words given by the
celebrant:
“Brethren, we have now begun
our solemn Vigil of Pentecost, after the example of the holy
Apostles and disciples, who with the Blessed Vigil Mary,
Mother of our Lord, persevered in prayer, awaiting the Holy
Spirit promised by the Lord.”1
Then follows a selection of readings from holy
Scripture illustrating a longing for the promised
Holy Spirit among God’s people. We hear and
are reminded of these promises in the same way
VERY REV.
CHARLES A.
HOUGH

For information, visit
www.stlukesordinariate.com
The Knights at the Ordinariate’s parish in the nation’s capital city are mainstays of the parish’s fellowship and activities, explained Grand Knight
Patrick Rothwell.
Saint Luke’s Knights regularly set up for special liturgies, events, and receptions at the parish, like the Ordinariate Chrism Mass or the parish’s
celebration of Advent Lessons and Carols, Rothwell said. Council 16499 also hosts an annual parish picnic and canned food drives. Saint Luke’s Knights
are active in every aspect of parish ministry, from serving as altar servers, assisting with coffee hours, and helping with money counting after Mass,
Rothwell said.
“I think [the Knights] bring a connection to the rest of the Church,” Rothwell said. “And we have an emphasis on charity and, in a very broad sense,
social justice and life issues — those are all things we bring to the parish table.”
Earlier this year, Rothwell said, the council hosted a parish pilgrimage to the National Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton in Emmitsburg. Md. 
Map (Pages 22 to 30) by Free Vector Maps
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1 Divine Worship: The Missal, Catholic Truth Society, 2015.

as the first disciples did as they prayed in the
upper room. And like them as well, we experience
the continuing pouring out of the Holy Spirit
as candidates (baptized Christians outside of
communion with the Church) are brought forth
to receive an increase and deepening of baptismal
grace through the Sacrament of Confirmation and
to become members of the Bride of Christ, the
Church, to whom the Holy Spirit has been given to
lead it into all truth.
In the Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint
Peter, Divine Worship: The Missal provides for a
robust celebration of the Vigil of Pentecost as the
privileged liturgical context for candidates to be
received into full communion with Confirmation.2
The reception of baptized Christians into
full communion with the Church is core to the
evangelizing mission shared by all our Ordinariate
parishes and parochial communities. Therefore, the
celebration of the Vigil of Pentecost has a special
place in the liturgical life of the Ordinariate, as we
mark the end of the Easter season by welcoming
our brothers and sisters in faith into a deeper
relationship with the Lord through reception into
the Church and confirmation.
This year is the fourth celebration of the
Vigil of Pentecost at the Cathedral of Our Lady
of Walsingham. Over these years, many of our
parishioners have been enriched through this
celebration as they are reminded of their own
profession of faith and Confirmation, which is
the unifying work of the Holy Spirit through the
Church.
Each Pentecost, through this “privileged
liturgical context,” all of us in the Ordinariate
have the opportunity to celebrate the great work of
God once again with those who have been newly
incorporated into the body of Christ: the Catholic
Church, the instrument of salvation under the
guidance of Holy Spirit. 

“

Over these years,
many of our
parishioners have
been enriched
through this
celebration as they
are reminded of
their own profession
of faith and
confirmation, which
is the unifying work
of the Holy Spirit
through the Church.

”

Very Rev. Charles A. Hough is rector and pastor of the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Walsingham in Houston, Texas.
2 Liturgical and Sacramental Handbook, Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint
Peter, 2017.
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The Domestic Church:
What is a Catholic mom?

Essential oils

R

LEFT: Priests from across
the Ordinariate join their
bishop in blessing sacred
oils during the chrism Mass
at the Cathedral of Our Lady
of Walsingham, April 11.
BELOW: Rev. Mgsr. Laurence
Gipson, a retired Ordinariate
priest and former vicar for
finance for the diocese,
offers a day of recollection
for Ordinariate clergy before
the chrism Mass.
Photos by Margaret Pichon

Robert Cardinal Sarah said recently
that much of our problem in the West
is due to a rejection of fatherhood,
both in the culture in general and in
the family in particular.

It may seem like this is a point better made in
my previous column on “What is a Catholic dad?”
— but there are actually ways in which it is more
pertinent to the discussion of motherhood. You
see, the only direction for the family to go once it
“rejects fatherhood” is to recreate motherhood into
something “other.” What will that “other” be? It will
usually be something to fill in the gap of the rejected fatherhood. means that their roles are distinct and not blurred, but that they
The simplest way to describe this is that if are fully connected so that they work together as God intended.
we reject fatherhood then we will also (subtly) As God created man to be the leader in the home, so also He
reject motherhood. As a result, motherhood created woman not to be the “follower” per se, but rather the
usually becomes a bad replacement for “co-leader”; equal before God as regards salvation, but not equal
fatherhood, and fatherhood becomes either as regards the role in the home. What then is the chief duty of
a bad replacement for motherhood, or just a Catholic mother? After quoting 1 Peter 3:1, the catechism of
a “couch potato.” The relationship between Trent says that it is to “to train up their children in the practice
motherhood and fatherhood is
of religion, and to take particular care of their
essential for our understanding
domestic concerns” (2.8.26).
of each. Since God created
Modern egalitarianism wants father and mother
by
man
as
male
and
female,
the
to
be
entirely equal in every way — no distinction
REV. CHORI
two are complementary. The
or separation. This is not a godly relationship.
JONATHIN
As the husband is
SERAIAH
mother’s role should be in
Much of this motivation comes from the desire
accord with the role of the
to allow the “parents” to be two “mommies” or
called by God to
father. Her role fits together with the father’s role
“daddies” (the point should be clear). If the roles
guide and protect
and supplements it. Yet, motherhood is not just the
are exactly the same for husband and wife, then it
the family, so the
“stuff” that a father does not do (as though it were
not matter who you are married to, just divvy
wife is called by God does
a “catch all” category). Motherhood has a distinct
up the duties. Yet, that is not how God created us.
to nurture and care
purpose in itself.
As He made man and woman (together) in His
for the family.
We can look once again to the catechism of
image, He reveals Himself fully through both, and
the Council of Trent for a wonderfully helpful
both are needed in their distinct roles in the home.
explanation of what we are discussing here. In
As the husband is called by God to guide and
the section on “chief duties of a husband,” we are
protect the family, so the wife is called by God to
given that beautiful illustration that Eve was not
nurture and care for the family; different roles
made from Adam’s feet to be dominated by him,
suited for each person’s individual gifts that are
nor from his head to dominate him, but from his side to be taken “hardwired” into us as male and female. The distinctions are
along with him. She comes alongside to assist him by providing rooted in creation as St. Paul makes clear (cf. Eph 5:21-33 & 1
the immediate care for the children (both spiritual and physical) Tim 2:8-15). Some might object to this by saying that it does
as well as the management of daily activities of the home. This is not fit with modern sensibilities. It would not be the first time
why the mother’s physical presence in the home is so crucial for that Catholic teaching went against the grain of the world. We,
it to run smoothly. She brings to the home something that she is however, must trust the revelation that has been given to us by
specially created for by God.
Christ, and work to bring ourselves into conformity with it. 
The mother’s role is a “part” of the father’s role, and the
father’s role is a “part” of the mother’s role. That is what it Rev. Chori Jonathin Seraiah is parochial administrator of Saint George in
means to be “partners” with one another. To call them partners Republic, Mo.

“

”
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SACRED ANOINTING
Priests renew promises during annual chrism Mass
by JENNY FABER

HOUSTON – Thirty Ordinariate priests
gathered with their bishop to renew their priestly
promises during the diocese’s annual chrism Mass,
April 11.
The chrism Mass for the Ordinariate is
celebrated annually on the Thursday prior to
Maundy Thursday. This year’s chrism Mass
was celebrated at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Walsingham in Houston.
During the Mass, Most Rev. Steven J. Lopes,
bishop of the Ordinariate, blessed the sacred oils
— the oil of catechumens, the oil of the sick, and
holy chrism — to be used by Ordinariate priests
throughout the coming year.
Rev. Msgr. Laurence Gipson, the Ordinariate’s
former vicar for finance, presented a day of
recollection for Ordinariate clergy prior to the
chrism Mass.
In addition to Msgr. Gipson’s presentations,
the clergy meeting included times for priests’ and
deacons’ personal prayer, confessions, a Eucharistic
holy hour, and benediction.
Rev. Msgr. Carl Reid, PA, an Ordinariate priest
who was appointed to be the new ordinary of the

Ordinariate of Our Lady of the Southern Cross
(see related story, page 10), was the homilist at the 2019
chrism Mass.
Citing Pope Benedict XVI’s 2007 chrism Mass
homily, in which the pope emeritus referenced a
short story by Tolstoy in which a king and lowly
shepherd exchange clothes so that the king — at
the invitation of the shepherd — may understand
“what God does,” Msgr. Reid quoted the Pope
Benedict: “God, as the Fathers say, worked the
sacrum commercium, the sacred exchange: He took on
what was ours, so that we might receive what was
His and become similar to God.”
Msgr. Reid invited Ordinariate clergy and laity
to remind themselves as they prepare to come to
Mass that they are meeting the King and are called
to share more completely in His mission.
“Yes, priests have a particular calling; yet the
laity should feel bound, by their own anointing, by
also putting on clothes fit for meeting the King, to
acknowledge the importance of their own calling
not only to participate in the Body of Christ, His
Church, but also to share in the building up and
the maintenance of the same,” Msgr. Reid said. 

God took on what
was ours, so that
we might receive
what was His and
become similar to
God.

”
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Bishop’s Appeal
ANNUAL REPORT

EVANGELIZATION

The 2018

12% or $28,341.50*
It is not unusual for the bishop of a diocese to spend time on the road, yet Bishop Lopes seems to reach every corner of this continent. The Bishop’s Appeal
makes possible his extensive travels.
In 2018, Bishop Lopes traveled from one end of Canada to the other, visiting Ordinariate communities in Halifax, Nova Scotia, and Victoria, British
Columbia.
In the United States, besides visiting Texas communities — such as Our Lady of the Atonement in San Antonio and Saint Michael and All the Angels in
Denison — the bishop was able to visit Saint Alban’s in Rochester, N.Y., Saint Timothy’s in Catonsville, Md., and Saint Thomas More in Scranton, Pa., last year.
These are just a handful of his trips to support Ordinariate communities that were made possible through the Bishop’s Appeal.
The pastoral visits are essential points of contact, which allow the Ordinariate to assess and address the needs of the communities. The presence of Bishop
Lopes or the Vicar General, Very Rev. Timothy Perkins, also fosters in each local community the sense of belonging to a larger ecclesial community.

THE INDIVIDUAL SACRIFICES OF THE FAITHFUL create the strength of the Ordinariate to meet the spiritual needs of a geographically vast diocese.
The generosity of the faithful of the Ordinariate is a key to how the Ordinariate has continued to thrive and grow! The 2018 Bishop’s Appeal continues the Ordinariate’s
tradition of not only meeting the set financial goal, but exceeding it. The goal for the 2018 Bishop’s Appeal was set at $251,760.* The pledges received totaled $340,098.45.
The total exceeded the goal by $88,338.45, or 35%.
by
SISTER AMATA
VERITAS, O.P.

Reaching and exceeding the goal takes an effort by every parish and parochial community. A total of 18 parishes met or exceeded their goals.

“The pastoral visits
are essential points
of contact, which
allow the Ordinariate
to assess and address
the needs of the
communities.”

Sister Amata Veritas, O.P., is the development support services manager for the Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint Peter.

*All figures reported in U.S. dollars
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On Jan. 28, 2018, Rev. Justin Fletcher and Rev. Philip Mayer
were ordained to the Catholic priesthood by Most Rev. Steven
J. Lopes. Through funding from the 2018 Bishop’s Appeal, these
men were just two of the 20 who received formation through
the clergy intensive programs that are held on the campus
of Our Lady of Walsingham in Houston. These intensives have
prepared both Father Fletcher and Father Mayer to jump into
the ministry of their priesthoods. Father Mayer was assigned
to Saint James Ordinariate Community in Saint Augustine,
Fla., and is working hard to continue to serve the people first
gathered there by Rev. Nicholas Marziani, who retired this
spring (see related brief, page 39 ). Father Fletcher is parochial
vicar at the Ordinariate’s Cathedral but has been given the
responsibility of developing the Cathedral’s mission community
in The Woodlands, Texas (see related story, page 37).
In 2018, funds from the Bishop’s Appeal supported the
annual clergy assembly, which was held in Houston on
the campus of the Chancery and the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Walsingham. The Ordinariate presbyterate had the opportunity
to welcome the Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop Christoph Pierre,
who came to the assembly precisely to meet the priests.
The Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist,
also held the first Ordinariate discernment retreat for
women’s vocations in 2018. Over 20 young women attended
the day of talks, prayer, and time together (see related brief,
page 20).

Ordinariate clergy from across North America enjoy dinner during
the annual clergy assembly, which was held in Houston in 2018.
Photo by Margaret Pichon

25% or $85,024.61*

COMMUNICATIONS

CLERGY & VOCATIONS

25% or $85,024.61*

Communications in 2018 grew extensively
with the publication of three editions of The
Ordinariate Observer, the official magazine
of the diocese. Each Ordinariate Observer is an
opportunity to share the events taking place in
the different communities of the Ordinariate. By
publishing three editions of the Observer, the
magazine is
a perfect way
to evangelize
and spread
the “Good
News.”

Most Rev. Steven J. Lopes confirms young people at
Saint Alban Ordinariate Community in Rochester, N.Y.
Photo by A.C. Smith Photography
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In theVineyard

2018 BISHOP’S APPEAL REPORT

PARISH DEVELOPMENT

38% or $129,237.41*
In 2018, the Chancery was able to supply support for the
growth of individual parishes and parochial communities, as
well as for the salaries and benefits of staff who assisted with such
development:
• A new parochial community was developed in Georgia.
• New staff was hired to increase Chancery deliverables to
Ordinariate communities.
• Oversight for the formation of six seminarians, 10 candidates
for the priesthood, and 10 candidates for the permanent
diaconate.
• Hosting of the annual chrism Mass and a day of recollection for
more than 30 priests and deacons.
• Chancery implementation and oversight of the ParishSoft
program.

of the Lord

UPDATES FROM OUR PARISHES & PAROCHIAL COMMUNITIES

Nicholas Jordan, FRONT, and his father, Steven Jordan, lead the Palm Sunday
procession for the Ordinariate community of Saint James in Saint Augustine, Fla.
Photo courtesy of Rev. Philip Mayer

18

PARISHES AND PAROCHIAL
COMMUNITIES MET OR EXCEEDED THEIR 2018 BA GOAL

Paid by Dec. 31, 2018
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Blessed John Henry Newman, Irvine, Calif.
Blessed John Henry Newman, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada
Cathedral of Our Lady of Walsingham, Houston, Texas
Christ the King, Towson, Md.
Corpus Christi, Charleston, S.C.
Holy Martyrs of England and Wales, Temecula, Calif.
Holy Nativity, Payson, Ariz.
Our Lady and Saint John, Louisville, Ky.
Our Lady of the Atonement, San Antonio, Texas
Saint Alban, Rochester, N.Y.
Saint Barnabas, Omaha, Neb.
Saint Bede the Venerable, Saint Louis Park, Minn.
Saint Benedict, Mundare, Alberta, Canada
Saint George, Republic, Mo.
Saint James, Saint Augustine, Fla.
Saint John the Baptist, Bridgeport, Pa.
Saint John Vianney, Cleburne, Texas
Saint Timothy, Catonsville, Md.

Parochial communities with no BA18 goal
The following Ordinariate groups did not have a set financial goal for the 2018
Bishop's Appeal:
• Our Lady of Grace, Pasadena, Calif.
• Saint Aelred, Athens, Ga.
• Saint Gregory the Great, Chestnut Hill, Mass.
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HOW YOUR BA 2018 DONATIONS*
were spent

*All figures reported in U.S. dollars

25+38+2512

Evangelization
$28,342

Clergy & Vocations
$85,025

12%

25%

25%

38%

Communications
$85,025

Parish Development
$129,237

LEARN MORE

ordinariate.net/bishops-appeal

TEXAS

The Presentation of the Lord
THE WOODLANDS, Texas – On Feb. 7, the
newest parochial community of the Ordinariate
was announced at a meeting on the campus of
Saint Anthony of Padua Catholic Church in The
Woodlands, Texas.
The community was given the name The
Presentation of the Lord, which, besides being one
of the most significant and glorious mysteries of our
Lord’s life, has deep resonances in the Ordinariate.
The feast day of
the
Presentation of the Lord, Feb.
2, will always be remembered
with great joy because on it, the
first bishop of the Ordinariate
was
consecrated.
The
community’s name also roots it
in an important feast of English
culture, similar to the Cathedral
by
of Our Lady of Walsingham’s
natural devotion to Lady Day.
REV. JUSTIN
FLETCHER
Lastly, it gives deep resonances
to Texan Catholic life. Canary
Islanders brought with them to
Texas a deep devotion to Our Lady of Candelmas
— Candelaria — that can be witnessed in the
beautiful chapel dedicated to her in San Antonio’s
San Fernando Cathedral.
The formation of this new parochial
community has been several years in the making
and has its roots in the vibrant spiritual life at

the Cathedral of Our Lady of Walsingham. For
some time, the Cathedral has drawn families from
across the Houston metro area. These families are
a source of particular joy because of their great
commitment to participate in the Cathedral’s life
and ministry. Their experience has been especially
formative because they’ve needed to articulate,
both to themselves and to others, just what it is that
draws them to the Cathedral. That dedication and
formation has uniquely prepared these families
to be the kind of missionary disciples
the Holy Father has persistently called
forth. And so, off we go, embodying the
Ordinariate’s particular charism, drawing
more souls into Catholic communion, to
nourish, deepen, and enrich the entire
Catholic body.
Keeping with the Ordinariate’s
pioneering spirit, the Presentation of the
Lord Ordinariate Community held its first
Mass in — of all places — a park pavilion,
as a part of First Friday devotions.
Currently, we have Sunday Masses in one
of the parish halls of Saint Anthony’s,
and we gather for Mass on Thursday
evenings at various parishioners’ homes.
TOP: Parishioners of Presentation of
We’ve been graciously gifted a trailer that
the Lord enjoy fellowship after Sunday
follows us wherever we may be, carrying
Mass. INSET: Initial Masses for the
with it homemade kneelers, altar rails,
mission community were celebrated
pew missals, and the all the supplies
in a park pavilion in The Woodlands,
Texas. Photos courtesy of Rev. Justin Fletcher
necessary to celebrate the Holy Sacrifice.
Hardworking groups build and tear town
our “pop-up church” for every Mass, usually
weaving between another hardworking group
getting ready for the potluck feasts that invariably
conclude our gatherings.
The Lord has already blessed us immensely.
ABOUT
With an average Sunday Mass attendance of
The Presentation of
over 120 (more than half of whom are children),
the Lord Ordinariate
we’re busy preparing for faith formation in the
Community
fall. We have already had inquiries by those drawn
Meets at the Saint Teresa
to our patrimony about receiving the gift of full
Center at
Saint Anthony of Padua
communion. While we eagerly await the day our
Catholic Church
permanent place is revealed to us, we’re relishing
7801 Bay Branch Drive
The Woodlands, Texas
our time as the wandering, worshiping people of
77382
God, relying solely on the undying miracles that
are the Sacraments.
MASS TIMES
Sundays at Saint Teresa
Center: 8 & 10 a.m.

Thursdays at parishioners’
homes: 6:30 p.m.

Rev. Justin Fletcher is parochial vicar of the Cathedral
of Our Lady of Walsingham and priest in charge of The
Presentation of the Lord Ordinariate Community.
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ALABAMA

Saint Gregory the Great
MOBILE, Ala. – Saint Gregory the
Great Ordinariate Community hosted a
talk by Catholic author and commentator
George Weigel, March 9.
Weigel, who wrote a biography of
Saint John Paul II, offered a presentation
on his experiences with the pope.
A Mass preceded the talk, which was
followed by a book signing.

The parish also recognized Jason
Kenny’s election as the premier of the
province of Alberta (see related brief, page 8).
Kenney is a parishioner at Saint John the
Evangelist.
“Of course, we have a wide variety of
political stripes here at Saint John’s —
including the former Leader of the Social
Credit Party — but we can be happy for a
son of the parish who has worked so hard
and had such success,” Father Bengry
said.
The parish posted on its Facebook
page congratulations to all of the
individuals who put their names forward
to participate in the democratic system,
noting, “No matter one’s political stripes,
to stand for public office takes courage
and a lot of hard work. To take part in
the democratic system is to take seriously
the freedom God has given each of us to
choose what is right, true and honest.”
Another Saint John parishioner, Dan
Williams, won a seat and is now a member
of the Legislative Assembly.

Catholic author George Weigel presents a talk in
Mobile, Ala. Photo courtesy of Andrew Pitts

CALIFORNIA
ALBERTA

Saint John the Evangelist
CALGARY, Alberta – The CTS
People’s Missals are now in the pews
at Saint John the Evangelist Catholic
Church.
A benefactor gifted the parish with the
books as a way of not only streamlining its
weekly bulletin production, but of putting
the Ordinariate’s liturgy in the hands of
the people.
“Every priest makes decisions as to
which of the various liturgical options
to use, but those decisions are largely
invisible to the congregation,” said Rev.
Sean-Patrick Beahen, GSmp, parochial
vicar. “With the pew missal, individuals
have a greater access, which I think will
aid in the appreciation of the liturgy
that is ours to share and to cherish in its
entirety.”
Rev. Robert-Charles Bengry, GSmp,
agreed.
“Our Mass is a beautiful gift from Holy
Mother Church,” he said. “Ten years
after Pope Benedict’s invitation to come
home, we have books that demonstrate
that we’re here to stay and I think that’s
pretty exciting!”
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CONNECTICUT

Ordinariate Fellowship of Connecticut

Faithful enjoy fellowship at Our Lady of Grace in
Pasadena, Calif. Photo courtesy of Rev. Andrew Bartus

CALIFORNIA

Our Lady of Grace
PASADENA, Calif. – Our Lady of
Grace Ordinariate Community, which
first gathered in the chapel at La Salle
High School in Pasadena, now meets
at Sacred Heart Chapel in Covina, said
Rev. Andrew Bartus. The group is saving
funds to purchase property for a future,
permanent home.
“Attendance continues to grow after
initial receptions into full communion,
and ministries are starting to formalize,”
Father Bartus said.

Blessed John Henry Newman
IRVINE, Calif. – Blessed John
Henry Newman Ordinariate Community
continues to grow, said Rev. Andrew
Bartus, the community’s parochial
administrator.
“The small chapel is busting at the
seams every week, and is set to begin
raising money for a larger facility,” he
said. “Outreach to Orange County
continues through a robust Theology on
Tap program, an in-
depth Bible study
led by our future deacon candidate, an
active Knights of Columbus Council
with an intentional pro
-life ministry
(see related story, page 21), and the Gianna
Club, the women’s ministry. In addition
to Ordinariate clergy, the community is
assisted by the Norbertines.”

Faithful process during Palm Sunday Mass for the Ordinariate Fellowship of Connecticut, April 14.
Photo by Aaron Joseph

HARTFORD, Conn. – The Ordinariate Fellowship of Connecticut gathered
for its second celebration of Mass according to Divine Worship: The Missal, Palm
Sunday, April 14. The Mass was celebrated at Holy Trinity Catholic Church in
Hartford.
The growing community is comprised of mainly young adults and families
who have an appreciation for the Ordinariate’s mission and liturgy, said Sarah
Rodeo, a member of the community. The group is working on an evangelization
plan to draw others towards the Ordinariate, she said.

CALIFORNIA

Holy Martyrs of England and Wales
MURRIETA, Calif. – Holy Martyrs
celebrated its first anniversary in May (see
related story, page 19). “Growth has been
incredibly robust in a short amount of
time, due largely to the area being one of
the fastest growing regions of the country,”
said Rev. Andrew Bartus, who oversees
the new community. “Conversions and
reversions to the Catholic Church are
numerous, new ministries are springing
forth — especially a growing Theology
on Tap program —and exploration of
future cooperation with other Catholic
entities in the area promise an extremely
bright future for the Ordinariate in
the Temecula Valley. In addition to
Ordinariate clergy, the community is
assisted by the Norbertines.”

The chapel is full during Mass at Blessed John
Henry Newman Ordinariate Community in Irvine,
Calif. Photo courtesy of Rev. Andrew Bartus

Saint James

StJamesCC.org, email Father Mayer at
office@stjamescc.org, or call the parish at
904-999-1423.

SAINT AUGUSTINE, Fla. – Saint
James Ordinariate Community was
recently blessed with a new music director,
Mary Jane Ballou.
Ballou holds a doctorate in sacred
music and has international experience
teaching Gregorian chant, building and
leading choral ensembles, and composing
and arranging sacred pieces for cappella
voices.
She, along with the community’s
recently
appointed
parochial
administrator, Rev. Philip Mayer, and
other members of the Saint James
leadership team are in the process of laying
the ground work to move the community
to Jacksonville this coming summer, in
order to better serve the faithful. The
dedicated bulk of the community drives
from Jacksonville in order to attend Mass
at Saint James, Father Mayer said.
For more information, visit www.

Mary Jane Ballou is the new music director for
Saint James Ordinariate Community. Photo courtesy of
Rev. Philip Mayer

FLORIDA

FLORIDA

Retired Clergy
SAINT AUGUSTINE, Fla. – In his
retirement, Rev. Nicholas Marziani
works as a high school instructor
and informal spiritual advisor for
Saint Gerard Campus, a Saint
Augustine, Fla.,
facility
that
assists teenage
girls
and
unwed mothers
during
their
pregnancies, in
part by offering
REV.
a high school
NICHOLAS
for the women
MARZIANI
and daycare for
their children.
Before entering the Ordinariate,
Father Marziani, the previous
parochial administrator of Saint
James Ordinariate Community,
taught physics and physical science
at a high school in the Saint John’s
County School District and world
religions at Flagler College. At
Saint Gerard Campus, he has
taught world history, American
history, American government,
economics, physics, and theology at
the campus’ school, which typically
enrolls a dozen to 15 students in
its 2-year high school program in
any given year. He began teaching
at Saint Gerard in Oct. 2015 and
wished to continue the ministry in
his retirement.
Some of the school’s alumnae
have gone on to earn advanced
degrees and work in medical,
engineering, and other professional
capacities, Father Marziani said.
“Having a role in all that is
very fulfilling to me, and teaching
in general is itself a theme and
passion in my life,” he said.
The school is one component of
ministry at Saint Gerard Campus,
which also offers residential
services,
pregnancy
testing,
adoption services, and a children's
clothing and food distribution.
For more information, visit
www.stgerardcampus.org.
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MARYLAND

TEXAS

Christ the King
TOWSON, Md. – On
Sunday, March 31, clergy and
faithful of Christ the King
Catholic Church opened their
new parish center.
The center consists of a
parish hall — dubbed “The
Stable” — and a classroom
building, named “The Holy
Family Learning Center."
The grand opening included
a blessing of the two buildings
by Rev. Ed Meeks, parish
pastor, and a ceremonial
ribbon-cutting, followed by a
time of food and fellowship in
the new parish hall.
Christ the King is located
about 15 miles north of
Baltimore.

Saint John Vianney
PALM PILOT
Rev. Christopher Stainbrook
guides the faithful at Saint
John Vianney in Cleburne,
Texas, in procession on Palm
Sunday. Photo courtesy of Rev.
Christopher Stainbrook

TEXAS

Saint Mary the Virgin

Parishioners of Christ the King Catholic Church gather for the grand opening of their new parish center after the
10 a.m. Mass, March 31. Photo by Bernie Antkowiak
A new organ console, perched atop a mechanical hoist, makes its way into
the choir loft at Saint Thomas More Catholic Church in Scranton, Pa., under
the supervision of Robert M. Sides Music Center. Photo courtesy of Saint Thomas More
Catholic Church

MISSOURI
MASSACHUSETTS

Saint George

Saint Gregory the Great
CHESTNUT HILL, Mass. –
Saint Gregory the Great Ordinariate
Community near Boston welcomed a
new member into the Church at the
Easter Vigil.
The reception of Rachel Wakefield
marked the first time the community
welcomed
someone
into
full
communion during the Vigil.
Wakefield first attended Mass at
Saint Gregory with Marco Vargas
on Christmas Eve 2017. Vargas had
visited the community earlier in the
year, and beginning Dec. 24, 2017, the
pair began attending Mass regularly at
Saint Gregory. They were soon joined
by Vargas’s sons, Raul and Elias.
“Rachel’s journey to the fullness
of the faith began that Christmas
and, after requesting it, many months
of instruction with Father Bradford
followed. There was universal joy
when he announced Rachel was to be
received and confirmed at this year’s
Great Vigil,” said Kevin McDermott,
the administrative contact for Saint
Gregory. “The joy is far from over,
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Rachel Wakefield celebrates her reception into
the Church with a cake from her new faith
community on Holy Saturday, April 20. She
was received into full communion at Saint
Gregory the Great Ordinariate Community at
Saint Lawrence Church in Chestnut Hill, Mass.
Photo by Corrine Paige

REPUBLIC, Mo. – On March 1,
through the generosity of an anonymous
lender, Saint George Ordinariate
Community purchased a 2,400 squarefoot building on a 1.33 acre lot to serve as
its new location for worship.
The congregation at Saint George had
outgrown its previous location. Its new
building — a former pentecostal church
on a main thoroughfare in Republic, Mo.
— offers three times the seating capacity
of the community’s former gathering
space at a retreat center about 1.5 miles
away.
The new facility was transformed into
a space for Catholic worship in time for
Mass on Holy Thursday, April 18. While
major renovations were completed in time
for Holy Week, other construction work,
including adding a steeple to the roof,
continued through the Easter season.

PENNSYLVANIA

Saint Thomas More
SCRANTON, Pa. – As
reported in the Oct. 2018
edition of The Ordinariate
Observer, the digital organ at
Saint Thomas More Catholic
Church was destroyed by
lighting during a Labor
Day storm last year. The
parish reports that Catholic
Mutual Insurance Company
concluded a full replacement
of the organ was justified, to
the tune of $140,000.
After another several
months’ building time, the
new Allen G350 organ was
installed on April 9, in time for
Holy Week and Easter.
“Also installed was a
Panamax
power
control

system, which has an ironclad
surge protecting capability
and is backed up with a $5
million protection plan, should
lighting decide to strike the
same place twice!” said Paul
Campbell, a staff member at
the parish.
The church team expressed
gratitude to Catholic Mutual
and to Robert M. Sides Family
Music Centers for making a
new organ possible for the
parish.
In addition, Saint Thomas
More reports that Maria
Kaupas Academy, a classical
academy founded by the
parish, has completed a third
season of its lower school and
a successful inaugural season
of its upper school. To learn
more, visit the academy’s new
website, www.mkacademy.org.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT NOTICE

however, for we look forward to
confirming Marco and Elias and
celebrating Marco and Rachel’s
nuptial Mass in August. Please keep all
of them, and us, in your prayers!”

Any person who suspects or alleges child abuse on the part of a priest, deacon, employee,
or volunteer of a parish, school, or institution of the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of
Saint Peter is encouraged to immediately make a report to his or her state or provincial
Child Protective Services, police, and to the Ordinariate’s Safe Environment Coordinator,
Lynn Schmidt, at 907-317-6257 or SafeEnvironment@ordinariate.net.
Saint George makes its
home in a new location.
Photo courtesy of Catherine Seraiah

ARLINGTON, Texas – Saint
Mary the Virgin has expanded
its campus by moving its offices
into a completely renovated
house that abuts the property
of the parish.
The parish bought the
property last summer and
moved the parish offices in
late winter. The move frees up
several rooms in the parish hall
for much needed classroom
space and greatly increases
office and storage space on the
campus.
Saint Mary the Virgin
continues to print its own
pew missals, which contain
additional
Divine
Worship
prayers and Catholic hymns.
The parish has prepared
about 150 of the ring-binder
125 page missals to date.
Renovation work continues
on the church’s property. In
May, slate and marble flooring
was completed in the sanctuary.
New entrance doors into the
parish were installed and a
new baptistery is being built. A
“newly” refurbished 120-yearold pulpit was installed, which
will complement the 12 foot
by 24 foot reredos still under
construction.
A
recently
acquired antique five-chair
sedelia was re-upholstered
and placed in the sanctuary
in time for Most Rev. Steven J.
Lopes to celebrate the Mass of
conferral of the sacrament of
confirmation, May 4.
Five new exterior signs on
the campus and new entrance

landscaping were in place by
Easter.
Since before Lent, in
response to parishioners’
concerns
regarding
an
appropriate response the

New signs grace the grounds of
Saint Mary the Virgin, as part of its
recent round of campus renovations.
Photo courtesy of Rev. Prentice Dean

parish could make in regard
to recent headlines about
the Church, Saint Mary the
Virgin began to recite two
long-time Catholic devotionals
for the intention of reparation
of Holy Mother Church.
The first is the “Litany to the
Sacred Heart” of Jesus as the
parish begins each weekly
Friday day of adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament. The
second is to recite “The Last
Gospel” after each Mass. 
The Ordinariate Observer | 41

VOCATIONS

The Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint Peter

Home base

Pope Benedict XVI House of Formation set to open in Houston this August
When he established the Ordinariates, Pope Benedict XVI
cast an extraordinary vision for lived ecumenism by which
former Anglican clergy could convert with their parishioners,
be formed, and ordained to the priesthood.
He also had in mind
the formation of
celibate men for the
priesthood.
From
the beginning, it was
anticipated that the
Lord would bless
the
Ordinariates
by
with vocations to
the priesthood from
REV. RICK
KRAMER
among our parishes
and communities.
Currently, there are six men in
seminary. Last June, 18 young men
from our parishes visited Houston
for “Discernment Days” to begin
exploring the possibility of vocations to
the priesthood. For this, we give thanks

to God. Please pray for these men and
for our seminarians, that they would
be attentive to the Lord’s guidance
and follow Him faithfully in their
discernment.
The
apostolic
constitution
Anglicanorum coetibus states that
candidates for Holy Orders in the
Ordinariate should be prepared
alongside other seminarians, especially
in the areas of doctrinal and pastoral
formation. This is accomplished in the
Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint Peter
by sending men to residential regional
seminaries. While they are being
formed for the diocesan priesthood
according to the Roman rite, they
still need formation in the Anglican

GIVE ONLINE
ordinariate.net/
seminarian-formationfund

p a t r i m o n y.
Anglicanorum coetibus
states that one
particular way that
this need for formation
in the patrimony could be met would
be for the ordinary to establish a
house of formation which would work
in conjunction with the program of
seminary formation.
In consultation with the Governing
Council, Bishop Lopes proposed a
house of formation. In view of our
needs, the house of formation would
be residential and need to be in
close proximity to both Saint Mary’s
Seminary and the Chancery and
Cathedral of Our Lady of Walsingham
in Houston. The express purpose of a
house of formation is to offer classes
to transmit the liturgical, spiritual,
pastoral, and intellectual patrimony
of the Ordinariate so that our priests
are equipped to serve our parishes. A
seminarian will spend one year living

in the house of formation in order
to participate in the Daily Office and
Mass according to Divine Worship.
The program of priestly formation
would continue for the men at Saint
Mary’s while they live and study in
the house of formation and serve at
the Cathedral. This unique formation
plan will ground our seminarians
in the ecclesial communion of the
Ordinariate and provide significant
opportunities for education in our
particular historical and cultural
context of the faith.
By
God’s
providence
and
through the kindness and generosity
of a neighbor and friend of the
Ordinariate, a house located across
the street from the Chancery has been
loaned for this purpose. In gratitude
to Pope Benedict XVI for the gift and
vision of the Ordinariates, the house
will be named in his honor. The Pope
Benedict XVI House of Formation
will open this August to welcome its
inaugural class of seminarians.
The house has space for a chapel,
library, living room, refectory, and
capacity for three men. While this is
the first location, there is great hope
that a permanent house will be built in
the near future.
Of course, none of this can be done
without the generous and sacrificial
gifts of friends and parishioners
from throughout the Ordinariate.
Already, the house of formation has
been gifted four personal libraries.
Thank you to all of our benefactors.
If you would like to help support the
formation of your future priests and
contribute to the development of the
house of formation, gifts may be made
through the Seminarian Formation
Fund at ordinariate.net/seminarianformation-fund. 
Rev. Rick Kramer is director of vocations and
clergy formation for the Personal Ordinariate
of the Chair of Saint Peter.

pastoral, and intellectual
“The express purpose of a house of formation is to offer classes to transmit the liturgical, spiritual,
patrimony of the Ordinariate so that our priests are equipped to serve our parishes.”

Photo courtesy of Rev. Rick Kramer

Discerning a call to the priesthood?
Contact Rev. Rick Kramer at vocations@ordinariate.net
or 713-602-9292 for information about vocations in the
Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint Peter.

See, I am doing something

- Isaiah 43:19

The Bishop’s Appeal 2019

RENEWING
the Catholic faith
In the last year, signs of the abundant life God intends for the Ordinariate have sprung forth
across the diocese: New communities in California and Georgia. Growing congregations at
established parishes in Maryland, Texas and New York. Ten new priests. Two new seminarians,
bringing our total number to seven. The launch of Catholic classical education programs at
parishes in Nebraska, Pennsylvania and Calgary. Robust courses of study for clergy, including
an all-hands assembly for ordained priests and deacons and three separate formation weeks
for clergy in training.
The way we express our faith — in the reverence of our worship, in the holiness of our lives —
is drawing more and and more members into our pews and to the fullness of faith.

Will you help reinvigorate the search for Eucharistic communion among Christians?

Support THE BISHOP’S APPEAL
ordinariate.net/bishops-appeal
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1,000 WORDS

Rev. Prentice Dean, pastor of Saint Mary the Virgin Catholic Church
in Arlington, Texas, prepares the altar during the Easter season.

Photo by Stephen Schmitt

“That we all may be one.”

– John 17:21

The Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint Peter is a diocese for Roman Catholics who were nurtured in the Anglican tradition or whose faith has been
renewed by the Ordinariate’s evangelizing mission. With headquarters in Houston, Texas, the Ordinariate has more than 40 Roman Catholic parishes and parochial
communities across the United States and Canada and is served by more than 80 ordained Roman Catholic priests and deacons. In 2012, Pope Benedict established
the Ordinariate for former Anglicans who had converted to Roman Catholicism (or wished to become Roman Catholic), yet felt a strong bond to the liturgical and
spiritual traditions which nourished them and which are in concert with the Catholic faith.
Ordinariate parishes celebrate Mass according to Divine Worship: The Missal, a book of liturgical texts for the Ordinariate approved and promulgated by the
Vatican in Nov. 2015. The Ordinariate form of the Mass is fully Catholic — conforming to Catholic liturgical standards — while featuring Prayer Book English.

