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November 25, 2018 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, 
 

As we celebrated Thanksgiving this week, ten of our parishioners and I have found a new urgency to 
give thanks to God for His many blessings to us. As you know, we travelled last week on a mission trip to Haiti. 
Our time there was incredibly moving. Besides the wonderful natural beauty of the Caribbean island, we also 
experienced the beauty and the extreme poverty of the Haitian people. 

We spent most of our time in a rural area about 3 miles 
outside the town of Jeremie, Haiti. This rural area allowed us the 
chance to visit and get to know some of the poorest people in 
our part of the world, people who live daily without electricity or 
running water. But in their poverty, there was still great joy and 
love. The first house we visited on our first full day in Haiti was 
perched on the side of the mountain, overlooking the gorgeous 
blue water of the Caribbean Sea. The house, however, was 
anything but beautiful. It was a tin shack with dirt floors and a 
tiny porch built into the front of the home. As we walked up, the 
mother of the family who lived there was sweeping the dirt floor 
of the porch to keep her home neat and tidy. Thanks to the 
generosity of one of our parishioners on the trip, this family will 
receive a new home in a couple of months – one made of 
cinderblock, not tin, with floors of concrete, not dirt.  

The organization that directed our mission trip, Haiti Mission, Inc. (HMI), coordinates and funds the 
building of houses for families like the one I described. The houses are built by local workers, using reinforced 
concrete and cinderblocks that are made by a young man we met on the mission trip. (The walls of the house 
were strong enough to withstand the winds of Category 4 
Hurricane Matthew in 2016!) The houses are built on property 
already owned by the families who will receive the houses. And 
the houses become the property of the families, who will pass 
them down to future generations. Each house has a main room 
and three smaller rooms, in which members of the family can 
sleep, as well as a small porch in the front of the house. HMI has 
built 140 homes at a cost of $7,500 each and has a goal to build 
25 additional homes each year.  Because of matching donations 
raised by the Haiti Mission Silent Auction and its Sponsors to 
cover half the cost, homes can then be built for an additional 
donation of only $3,750; and it only takes about 10 days to build 
each house.  

The first house we visited. 

The view of the Caribbean from that first house. 



Before we left on the mission trip, I had decided that our 
parish would sponsor a new home for a family in the 
community. While we were there, our group was able to meet 
the family who will receive our house. The mother’s name is 
Marie Francois. She lives in a tiny hut made of tin walls and a 
blue tarp roof. Every night, she and her six children take turns 
sleeping in that tiny home. The pictures here tell only a whisper 
of the poverty in which they are living. But in just a few weeks, 
a new home, donated by our parish, will be built for them. One 
of the great blessings of this trip for me was that all of us were 
able to be present as the local pastor, Fr. Joe, gave this family 
the news that they will have received the gift of a new home by 
Christmas. Their gratitude and their promise of prayers for our 
parish were humbling for all of us present.  

A few generous parishioners donated to this effort even 
before we left for Haiti, but most of the funds for this house are 
still yet to be raised. If you would like to help our parish provide 
a home for Marie Francois and her family, please send a 
donation to the parish office. You can place a donation in any 
Sunday collection in an envelope marked “Haiti,” or you can 
send a donation to the parish office at the address on the front of 
this letter. Please make all checks payable to Our Lady of the 
Rosary Church, and please make a note that this donation is for 
the Haiti Mission. We ask that all donation be submitted no later 
than Sunday, December 9th. 

Thank you for your prayers for us during our mission trip 
and thank you for your continued generosity to those most in 
need! 

 
 
 

To Jesus through Mary, 

 
Fr. Jonathan 
jhemelt@arch-no.org 

 
 
 

Our Lady of the Rosary Mission Group. L to R: Laura Fakier, Leslie Bourlet, 
Lynn Parker, Alice Holloway, David Fakier, Bob Holloway, Elaine Gootee, 
Gabby Gonzales, Fr. Jonathan, Elizabeth Landis, John Bankston, Fr. Joe. 

Marie Francois and her family outside their current home. 

Inside Marie Francois' home. 


