
 

    

 
 
 
 

December 2021 
 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

Merry Christmas!   

Wow.  My mind was going in a thousand different directions as I sat to write 
this Christmas note to you, and then it focused on two words which seemed like an odd 
combination:  Mercy and Presents.  Let me explain… 

The readings of the Christmas Masses are full of details about the greatest act 
of mercy that God has ever done for us: His Incarnation as a man.  We also learn from 
the readings that He calls us His Delight, and rejoices in us and loves us to no end; so 
much so, that God became a man, a human, to stay with us, to live with us, to teach us 
how to receive and give mercy, to forgive us, to give us hope in the midst of sufferings 
and then to give us the Eucharist, and promise of eternal life with Him.  God has given 
us His mercy and His love, never one without the other. 

What about that other word:  presents? What gifts He has given to us though all of 
this!  Our God comes to earth in the person of Jesus, our Savior, bearing what 
sometimes we don’t even know we need.  But we always do need mercy and 
forgiveness… And amazingly enough, these gifts always “fit us”.  It is no coincidence 
that Jesus knows exactly what to give us at the precise moment we need it. He is, after 
all, our Savior. 

The Scriptures call this merciful Savior Emmanuel.  “God-with-us”.  He is with us, and 
He wants us to consider the events and circumstances of His birth:  being born in a 
stable, amidst dirt and animals, and needing total care.   He loves us so much that He 
was willing to go into the worst surroundings not because of any merit of ours, but 
because of our sin and His Mercy.  But let us clearly understand that He is God come 
to us. Let us recognize Him for what He truly is, as Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds 
did.  Contemplate Him—GOD--, in the stable with its dirtiness and smells, and the love 
that compelled Him to embrace that for us. Look closely at the Nativity stable in your 
home.  Sit with it. Sit in it, in your prayer, and take the time to ponder the love and mercy 
and gifts of that small beautiful Baby. 

The two words that I mentioned earlier are still on my mind:  Mercy and Presence.  Oh, 
that is not a typo.  It is a refinement. There are no presents better than His 
Mercy or His Presence throughout this day, this Christmas Season, in the Eucharist, at 
Mass and in the Tabernacle.  Sit in that Presence when you can. His love for us does not 



end with the passing of this Holy Season.  Neither should ours for Him.  Let us be 
grateful in our words and in our actions for the gift of this merciful love and for His Real 
Presence, for God is truly with us. 

Merry Christmas from all the Scalabrini Fathers here at Pompeii. 

Please scroll down to find the Mass Schedule for the Christmas Octave. 

God bless you. 

 Fr. Angelo, c.s. 

  
 

Schedule of Masses for  
Christmas Week 

at Our Lady of Pompeii Church  

  
Christmas Eve Mass, Friday, December 24, 2021 

5:00 pm,  English 
Midnight Mass, Italian 

  
Masses for Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25, 2021 

9:00 am, English 
11:00 am, Italian 

1:30 pm, Portuguese  
 

Saturday Vigil Mass for the Sunday Obligation 
5:00 pm, English 

  
Sunday in the Octave of Christmas: The Holy Family, December 26, 2021 

Mass times will follow the ordinary Sunday schedule. 
  

Christmas Weekday Masses, 12:05 pm, Monday to Thursday. 
  

New Year’s Eve, Friday, December 31, 2021 
5:00 pm, English 

  
New Years’s Day, Saturday, Jan. 1, 2022, Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God 

11:00 am, Italian and English 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass for the Sunday Obligation 
5:00 pm, English 

  
Sunday, The Epiphany of the Lord, Solemnity, January 2, 2022 

Mass times will follow the ordinary Sunday schedule. 


