
Welcome  
to  

Our Lady of the Gulf Catholic Church  
228 South Beach Blvd.,  

Bay St. Louis, MS 39520  
Phone: (228) 467-6509; Fax (228) 467-6509  

 
Internet: www.olgchurch.net; email: olgchurc@bellsouth.net  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Directions to Our Lady of the Gulf Church  

 
 

From I-10:  
Take Bay St. Louis-Waveland Exit. Continue south to Highway 90, turn left. Continue to light 
before Bay St. Louis bridge, turn right. Cross railroad tracks. Church is on right approximately 
300 yards from tracks.  

From Gulfport-Biloxi area:  
Take Highway 90 West. Cross Bay St. Louis bridge. Turn left at light at end of bridge. Continue 
along beach to church, as noted above.  
 
 

Our Mass Schedule  
Weekends:  
Our Lady of the Gulf: Vigil - Saturday 4:00 p.m. (Winter) 5:30 p.m. (Summer) 
Sunday: 8:00 & 10:30 a.m..  
Weekdays:  
Monday - Friday: 7 a.m. (There is also an 8:15 a.m. Mass on Wednesday for 
Holy Trinity Elementary School) Saturday: 7:30 a.m.  
Holy Days: Vigil: 5:30p.m. 7 & 9 a.m.  
Confessions: Saturdays: 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. or by appointment (After 4 p.m. Mass 
during Winter)  
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Our Lady of the Gulf, Bay St. Louis Parish Prayer  
 

 
Lord God, we come to you.  

We come with our hopes and our 
dreams,  

our fears and our failures,  
our faith and our doubts,  

our troubles and our triumphs.  
We ask you to walk with us  

throughout our days,  
giving us faith when we waver,  

hope when we despair,  
love when we need it most,  
Heal us in our brokenness,  

love us in our shortcomings,  
encourage us in our misgivings,  
empower us with your Spirit.  

Renew us in your life, love and peace  
so we can renew others through  

Christ, Our Lord. Amen.  
 

© Fr. Michael Tracey  
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A Thumbnail History of Our Lady of the Gulf Church  
 

Long before the advent of the French 
explorers, the city of Bay St. Louis was an Indian 
village bearing the name of Achoupoulou. Robert 
Chevalier, in all probability, was the first person to 
explore this part of the coast. Pierre Le Moyne 
d'Iberville came from France and his attention was 
drawn to this little village. A French historian 
writes: "On the 12th of April, 1699, d'Iberville set 
out to visit a bay about nine leagues from Ship 
Island, to which he gave the name of St. Louis." In 
December of 1699 the first families came to form a 
colony at the Bay of St. Louis.  
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Sacred Heart in charge. St. Stanislaus is named after the patron saint of Fr. Buteaux.  

Father Athanasius Douay and Father 
Bordenave were probably the first French priests to 
visit the little colony at the Bay. From this time until 
1820 missionaries from Mobile and New Orleans 
visited the coast occassionally. In 1820 the Bay was 
attended by a young priest named Fr. Michael 
Portier, who was destined to become the first 
Bishop of Mobile. After him the Lazarist Fathers 
and some seculars staffed the mission area.  

Pope Gregory XVI established the Diocese 
of Natchez in July of 1837 and appointed Bishop 
Chanche as its bishop. Bishop Chanche realized that 
Bay St. Louis needed a resident pastor and to this 
office he appointed Rev. Louis Stanislaus Mary 
Buteaux. We read in his diary: "Saturday, July 31, 
1847, the feast of St. Ignatius: Bishop Chanche told 

me at Natchez that he confides me to Bay St. Louis, Pass Christian, Pearl River, Jordan and
s far as 20 to 25 miles north."  
Fr. Buteaux pastored from 1847 to November 1859. This truly apostolic man found few 

attractions and much hard work. His flock was scattered and, for the most part, ignorant. He did 
not have a church, so Mass was offered in the courthouse or in the home of some private family. 
On March 26, 1848, Bishop Odin of Galveston blessed the cornerstone of a new Church. Bishop 
Chanche blessed the Church on August 19, 1849. Bishop Blanc of New Orleans honored the 

s presence and on this happy occasion performed the ceremony of blessing the bells.  
On September 1, 1853, Fr. Buteaux opened a school for boys where the Christian 

Brothers were in charge. An epidemic of yellow fever forced him to dismiss boarders and close 
the school soon after it was opened. In 1854 he reopened the school with the Brot



Fr. Buteaux traveled to his home country, France, and worked with the Sacred Heart 
Brothers and also obtained three Sisters of St. Joseph to open a school for girls in the parish. 
They arrived in Bay St. Louis January 6, 1855, to begin the foundations of St. Joseph's Academy. 
St. Joseph's academy was the first foundation of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Bourg in the United 
States. When returning from France he encountered a storm and he felt destruction was 
inevitable. Falling to his knees he invoked the protection of the Blessed Virgin, and promised, if 
their lives were spared he would erect a shrine. Their lives were saved and a few months later a 
statue arrived from France. This statue was taken in procession to a pedestal. In a pamphlet we 
read: "A gentle man involved in serious difficulties made a promise to "Our Lady of the Woods" 
that if she would help him he would build a suitable shrine in her honor." The shrine still stands 
today. This simple statue, made of plaster of Paris, with no other protection stands as a beacon to 
many who honor her. Rev. Louis Stanislaus Mary Buteaux died in Boston on June 14, 1875.  

Very Rev. Henry LeDuc, pastor from November 17, 1859 to August 1897, was born in 
Nantes, France. He came right after ordination in France to Bay St. Louis. This would be his one 
and only assignment for nearly 38 years. He would spend himself and be spent in service of this 
parish. The ground broken and the seed planted by Fr. Buteaux were now nurtured by this young 
priest.  

In 1864, during the Civil War, the Confederates repulsed the Yankees and took prisoners. 
About two weeks later 200 Federals came to rescue these captives. Captain Marshall of the 
Confederates was shot at the corner of Front and Union Streets while on a reconnoitering 
expedition. After these events, the Yankees were determined to burn down the town. Father Le 
Duc appeared on the street in the neighborhood of the church, holding aloft the cross of Christ. 
The federal soldiers, mostly Irish Catholics, instantly ceased firing and in respect for the cross of 
their Savior, doffed their hats. Bay St. Louis was saved from destruction by Fr. LeDuc.  

The original Church was condemned by architects and Fr. LeDuc rebuilt it: He built 
churches at many sites including Pearlington, Waveland, and St. Joseph's on Dunbar Avenue. He 
opened St. Mary's Cemetery on December 22, 1872. In 1879 he attended 13 missions in addition 
to the Bay.  

Traveling to France he hurt his leg and eventually died from this injury on August 27, 
1897. The third pastor was Very Rev. Florimond J. Blanc who served from January 1, 1898 to 
June 1903. He put electric lights into the church and bought the property where the present 
rectory stands. He fell ill in June of 1903 and on Sunday, June 14, he died. He was buried in the 
vault beneath the Calvary in St. Mary's cemetery.  

Fr. Aloise van Waesberghe served from 1903 to 1906. He is buried in St. Mary's 
cemetery. On June 23, 1906 Rev. John M. Prendergast was appointed pastor of Bay St. Louis, a 
post which he held until January 17, 1918.  

On Saturday morning, November 16, 1907, a great catastrophe occurred. St. Joseph's 
Academy, the Church of Our Lady of the Gulf and the Catholic rectory were destroyed by fire. 
The loss was irreparable. Father Prendergast was not disheartened. He formulated plans for a 
greater church. On October 4, 1908, the cornerstone was laid for the present church. On 
December 13, 1908 the First Mass of the new Church was celebrated by Fr. Prendergast; it was 
like wise the day of the first initiation of the Knights of Columbus in Bay St. Louis named after 
Fr. LeDuc. Fr. Gmelch became pastor of Bay St. Louis on January 17, 1918 and served for many 
years here until he died in the late 50's and was buried with other former pastors at St. Mary's 
Cemetery.  
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Charred remains of Our Lady of the Gulf Church – November 1907 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 2005. 

 
St. Joseph Chapel on Dunbar and Blakemore; our 
mission church of over a hundred years old, was 
completely destroyed by Hurricane Katrina on 
August 29th

 
 
Due to the lack of priests, the Chapel was officially 
closed in January 2004. 
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      Monsignor Gmelch sits in his study, listening to the radio 
Fr. Gmelch 

proposed Waveland 
to become a separate 
parish. Bishop Gunn 
approved and in 1919  
Waveland became a 
separate parish with 
Rev. Michael 
Costello as the first 
resident pastor. In 
1922 Father Gmelch 
welcomed the Fathers 
of the Divine Word to 
Bay St. Louis where 
they established the 
St. Augustine Mission 
House. The Divine 
Word Fathers took 
over the black school 
in 1923 and the parish of St. Rose of Lima was separated from the Parish of Our Lady of the 
Gulf on August 28, 1926.  

The debt of $13,000 for the parish was paid off in a few years because of the fervor and 
faith of the Catholics in the parish. The present stations of the Cross were erected at a cost of 
$1,400. The beautiful stained-glass windows costing $14,000 were finally installed as the Church 
interior was finished.  

After this the parish continued to grow under the leadership of many good priests, 
religious, and laity. In 1960 Our Lady of the Gulf School was founded under the direction of the 
Sisters of St. Joseph and the work of Msgr. Martin Maloney. It was known as Our Lady of the 
Gulf School, until 1976, when it became an interparochial and Bay Catholic Elementary School.  

On August 10, 2006, Bay Catholic Elementary School became Holy Trinity Elementary 
School. Because of the devastation caused by Hurricane Katrina, St. Clare Elementary School, 
Waveland was destroyed. Bishop Thomas Rodi, Bishop of Biloxi, recommended that both Bay 
Catholic and St. Clare Elementary Schools amalgamate under the new title of Holy Trinity 
Elementary School. The former Bay Catholic also sustained serious damage to its facilities but 
were able to reopen on October 15, 2005 after the hurricane which struck on August 28, 2005 

In 1967, St. Joseph Academy graduated its last class and the school, staffed since its 
inception by Sisters of St. Joseph, closed its doors. The closure was perpetuated by the declining 
number of sisters who could not continue to staff the school. 

Monsignor Gregory J. Johnson, became pastor of Our Lady of the Gulf in 1969. He saw 
the need for a new all-girls school and so he set about the task of building a new school to 
replace St. Joseph Academy. In 1971, a new all-girls high school opened – Our Lady Academy. 
The school continues today, under the leadership of the Sisters of Mercy and a group of 
dedicated lay faculty members. 
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Hurricane Katrina strikes the Mississippi Gulf Coast 
 

Hurricane Katrina was the 
first Category 5 hurricane of the 
2005 Atlantic hurricane season. It 
first made landfall as a Category 1 
hurricane just north of Miami, 
Florida on August 25, 2005, 
resulting in a dozen deaths in South 
Florida, spawning several tornadoes 
which happened not to strike any 
dwellings. Katrina strengthened to a 
175 m.p.h. storm in the Gulf of 
Mexico, one of the 5 most powerful 
ever recorded. It weakened by the 
time it made landfall again on 
August 29 along the Central Gulf, as 
a Category 4 storm. The sheer 
physical size of Katrina caused devastation far from the eye of the hurricane. It was possibly the 
largest hurricane of its strength ever recorded. Katrina  became the most destructive and costliest 
natural disaster in the history of the United States, and likely the deadliest since 1928.The 
official death toll now stands at 1,383, the third highest in US history; 6,644 others remain 
unaccounted for, with 1,300 of them "feared dead". The damage is estimated to be from $100 to 
$200 billion Over a million people were displaced — a humanitarian crisis on a scale unseen in 
the U.S. since the Great Depression. 

The Mississippi Gulf Coast was devastated by Hurricane Katrina on August 29, 2005. 
The City of Bay St. Louis was decimated. Our Lady of the Gulf parish and facilities received 
major damage - $3.5million. Both Our Lady Academy and the then, Bay Catholic received a 
total of $3 million dollars in damages.  
 The Church rectory was completely destroyed. The Adoration Chapel was completely 
destroyed as well as our mission chapel, St. Joseph’s on Dunbar Avenue. Our Lady of the Gulf 
Church received major damage as well as our Community Center. A major portion of the roof of 
the Church was completely destroyed; all the pews were washed out into the Gulf of Mexico; all 
the doors were blown out; the ornate altar rails was in shambles, completely destroyed; some of 
the stained glass windows received major damage; our refurbished pipe organ was badly 
damaged by the salt water; our floor was badly buckled by the weight of the water; our air 
conditioning/heating systems were totally destroyed as well our sound system and electrical. 
Mold also became a major problem which needed to be eradicated. 
  

The task of rebuilding and restoring the church started shortly after the hurricane. The 
roof received temporary repairs initially. Once it was determined that the main structure of the 
church was structurally sound, the more serious work of restoration begun. Under the guidance 
of local contractor and parishioner, Mike Gibbens, work on restoration began in October 2005 
and continued toward completion, at a cost of over $1million dollars. 
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Some Pictures of Church Devastation from Hurricane Katrina 

 
 

Top: Inside of Our Lady of the Gulf Church.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Workmen survey damage to Our Lady of the Gulf Church Roof 
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Exterior view of destroyed Our Lady of the Gulf Rectory 
 

 
 

Inside view of Our Lady of the Gulf Rectory 
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Inside view of gutted Our Lady of the Gulf Community Center 
 

 
 

Destroyed shell of Our Lady of the Gulf 24/7 Adoration Chapel 
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Remains of destroyed St. Joseph Chapel on Dunbar Ave. 
 

 
 

Inside Our Lady Academy Classrooms 
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Inside Bay Catholic Elementary School Cafeteria 
 

 
 

Celebrating the first Mass after Katrina on the church steps 
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Our Lady of the Woods Grotto remained relatively unscathed  
 

 
 

All is ready for the first Outdoor wedding following Hurricane Katrina 
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Journey of Recovery begins 
 
          Almost immediately after Hurricane Katrina struck, clean up efforts, restoration and 
reconstruction began. Parishioner and contractor, Mike Gibbens, set about restoring Our Lady of 
the Gulf Church. 
          Thousands of volunteers from around the country arrived to help in the clean up and 
reconstruction in the area. The local community and communities along the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast were deeply touched by the generosity, sacrifices, dedication and commitment of such 
volunteers. 

 
 

Volunteers from Wisconsin and Georgia prepare to clean out our damaged Community Center 
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Painting the interior of Our Lady of the Gulf Church after Hurricane Katrina 

 
 

 
 

New floor in Our Lady of the Gulf Church salvaged from a school built in 1910  
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Installing pews donated by a church in Orlando, Florida 

 

 
 

Sunrise from in front of Our Lady of the Gulf Church – December 12, 2005 
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Stained Glass Windows and Hurricane Katrina 
 
          Some of our stained glass windows very 
badly damaged by Hurricane Katrina. The 
damage would have been more severe had 
they not been protected with lexan on the 
outside. The large stained glass window – the 
Crowning of  Mary was badly damaged along 
with six smaller windows on the top tier of the 
church. Also some frontal windows in the 
choir loft were badly damaged.  
          The parish contracted with the Sister of 
St. Joseph Architectural Stained Glass in St. 
Augustine, Florida to do the repairs and 
restoration at a cost of $34,100. 
          The church bells and tower clock were 
also heavily damaged by Hurricane Katrina. 
Verdin Company, Cincinnati  restored them to 
their former glory. 
 
Pictured: workmen complete the restoration 
on one of the large windows – The 
Assumption of Mary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Workmen complete the installation of 
the clock face on the tower and install 
its motor.  
 
The total cost of restoring Our Lady of 
the Gulf Church following Hurricane 
Katrina was slightly over a million 
dollars. 
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A Walk through Our Church  
 

As far back as about 1745, 
the Bay St. Louis area had been 
recognized as a Catholic center: 
and the liturgical needs of the 
Catholic people here were attended 
to by missionary priests.  

But it wasn't until 1845 that 
Our Lady of the Gulf Parish was 
formally established by the first 
Bishop of Natchez, Dr. John J. 
Chance. It is the second oldest 
parish in the Diocese, following 
the 1841 establishment of St. 
Mary's Cathedral in Natchez.  

The first resident pastor 
was Father Stanislaus Buteaux. 
Very much interested in the 
education of youth, it was he who 
invited the Brothers of the Sacred 
Heart to establish a school in his 
parish, and the Brothers arrived in 
1854. They named their school-- 
which is right next door--St. 
Stanislaus College Prep -- in honor 
of Father Buteaux and under the patronage of St. Stanislaus Kostka, who died at the young age 
of 15 and who has been named as a patron of youth. Despite hurricanes, the Civil War, and the 
yellow fever epidemic, the Brothers continue to operate St. Stanislaus as a school of excellence 
for both, resident and day students.  

Father Buteaux also invited the Sisters of St. Joseph to his parish, and the Sisters opened 
St. Joseph's Academy for Girls in 1854. The Sisters closed the school at the end of the 1966-67 
school year, and the current Our Lady's Academy was established in 1968 with Father Greg 
Johnson as pastor and principal.  

Our Lady of the Gulf Church was built in 1908 to replace the former parish church 
destroyed by fire a few years before. The cornerstone of this new Church was laid on the feast of 
St. Francis, October 4, 1908. The first Mass in the church was celebrated on Sunday, December 
13, of that same year.  

This Church is one of the largest Catholic churches in Mississippi, and it can seat about 
800 people.  

The Church is a very fine example of Romanesque architecture, the style borrowed by 
Rome from the earlier Greek manner of construction. Note the use of the "circle and square," the 
only manner of bridge or arch known to that earlier civilization. Gothic architecture with its use 
of the pointed arch did not come on the scene until the eleventh century.  
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The Church is remarkable for its excellent proportions-- always the essential element in 
the Greek school. The impression is given of dignity combined with elaborate space. At first 
glance, the building seems greater than it actually is. This is indeed the key to the beauty of the 
Parthenon in Rome, the perfect example of Grecian style in proportion and grace.  

The Church carries more than a little of the distinguishing features of the ancient 
masterpieces of Grecian genius. The whole Church, finally completed in 1926, cost $50,000 to 
construct.  

 
The High Altar is a beautiful example of Italian art. Carrarra marble is used throughout, 

and the High Altar was erected to commemorate the first centennial of the parish in 1945.  
The medallion on the front of the altar is of the Pelican. The pelican has long been 

considered as a symbol of Redemption and of the Eucharist. According to legend, the mother 
pelican offers her own life and even her lifeblood to save her young. This is certainly what Jesus 
did for all of us.  
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The statue of Christ to the left of the altar is much admired. This and the statues of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Joseph over the side altars are also of Carrara marble and represent 
excellent Italian art.  

The Stations of the Cross along both sides of the walls are beautifully executed. 
Although they are made out of plaster, they represent a high standard of three-dimensional art 
not seen in many modern Churches. The Stations were constructed in the early 1920's at a cost of 
$100 per station -- a total cost of $1,400.00.  

The main organ of the Church -- located in the choir loft over the main entrance, 
originally a large Wicks Organ., was refurbished and upgraded in 2004.  

The holy water fonts at all the Church entrances are actually clamshells. They are 
obviously indigenous to this area, and they remind us of our Baptism -- which is why we sign 
ourselves with the sign of the cross as we enter and leave the Church.  

The decorations in the Church are meant to bring together both the material and the 
immaterial world. The ceiling with 
an open dome captures this concept. 

 
Finally we come to the 

ceiling, which is mostly blue with 
brown around its border to highlight 
it. The ceiling above the choir 
contains two more musical 
instruments in the center and two 
apostles on either side.  

From the front to the back we 
notice three sets of circles. The very 
center of these and the center of the 
Church is a painting of Jesus Christ. 
The rest of the center row contains 
the symbols for the Evangelists. The 
first of these is the "divine man" 
depicting Matthew. Next comes the 
winged lion, symbolic of Mark. The 
winged ox is symbolic of Luke, and 
the eagle is the symbol of John  

From the front along the 
sides are next depicted the 12 
apostles, including Paul. In fact, 
Paul is the first one seen. He is 
depicted with the sword and the 
open bible. Across from him is Peter 
with the symbol of keys.  

The next set depicts Simon the Zealot and St. James Major. Simon is pictured with a 
saw or a fish. St. James the great is pictured with the scallop shell -- which is numerous on the 
Spanish coast.  

Then come Matthew and John. Matthew is depicted with a hatchet, and Johns is seen 
with a chalice and a serpent.  
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The fourth set is of Jude and Andrew. Jude is pictured with a club or staff. Andrew is 
shown with the X-shaped cross on which he was martyred.  

The fifth set is of James the Minor and Philip. James the Less is seen with the pole, 
which killed him, and Philip is pictured with his method of martyrdom -- the cross from which 
he was suspended by his neck.  

There are three small windows behind the Main Altar. They depict the Sorrowful Mother, 
the chalice and stole as symbolic of priesthood, and Jesus with the crown of thorns.  
 

 
The elaborate painting of Our Lady of the Gulf is indeed beautiful. It is interesting to 

note that this painting -- unlike the others -- was done on cloth and then attached to the dome. All 
other paintings in the Church are done directly on the walled surfaces. In the foreground is the 
Gulf of Mexico on which are old-time sailing ships. The lights are, of course, blue -- the 
traditional color of the Virgin Mary. Mary sits with the Child Jesus in her lap, indicating that all 
that Mary does, she does through Jesus.  
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  Many of the images of Catholic tradition appear in the stained-glass windows 
throughout the Church. The images in the windows are not only for the sake of art, but they were 
originally meant to be a form of catechism for people who could not read. It was through these 
images, therefore, that people were taught the traditions of the faith. It is unfortunate that few of 
us take time these days to mediate on the images in the windows.  

These windows were executed by Mayer and Company in Munich, Germany. This was a 
well reputed artistic firm. It is amazing to note that the original cost of all the windows was only 
$14,000.00! Today these very windows are invaluable and bear no price.  

The first window on the northeast side of the Church – window over the north door 
closest to St. Joseph altar - portrays two children being protected by an angel. It is thought that 
these children may be intended to be St. Joseph and the Blessed Mother. They are protected by 
an angel, indicating that all of heaven was aware of their important role in our salvation history. 
The window was donated by the Holy Angels Sodality.  

The next window depicts the 
Presentation of Mary. The fleur-de-lis 
design in Mary's garment was a French 
symbol of the Holy Trinity -- the idea of 
three in one. This is a scene that is not 
recorded in Scripture although it is referred 
to in the apocryphal gospels. Mary is being 
presented by her parents, Joachim and Ann, 
in the shadow of the temple. Mary is placed 
on a higher step than her parents, and even 
the teacher is slightly inclined towards her. 
You will note that the window was 
dedicated to Marion MacCorry Cutchin. The 
designer's name also appears -- Mayer and 
Company.  
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The next window depicts the scene of the first 
Joyful Mystery of the Rosary -- the Annunciation. 
The Archangel Gabriel stands to the right of Mary. 
and the first words of the Hail Mary in Latin (Ave. 
Maria) appear on Gabriel's staff. The angel's hand is 
in a position of blessing. Once Mary has accepted 
what God asks of her and has responded with her 
"Fiat," then the Holy Spirit overshadows Mary as 
"she conceives by the Holy Spirit." In the bottom, 
right-hand corner are the Rose of Sharon and the 
Lilies of the Valley. These are common titles of 
Mary, and they refer to her virginity.  

Mary's humility is depicted by the way that 
her hands are crossed over her heart, her eyes are 
lowered, and her head is bowed in submission.  

The fact that God has chosen Mary is 
indicated by artist in the way that he has the angel's 
wing touching Mary's shoulder. This window is 
dedicated to the Caillet family.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The next window depicts the Nativity of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Note the shepherds who have come to 
adore the Christ Child. Already in the background 
we can see the bright red passion flower. The 
angels are singing "Glory to God in the highest." 
This window is dedicated to the Fahy family.  
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The next window depicts Mary and 
Joseph and Jesus in the carpenter's shop 
outside their home. Note the book of Scripture 
behind Jesus laying at the foot of Mary. The 
child is shaping a small cross, symbolizing the 
fact that even the Child Jesus accepts his 
cross. The fleur-de-lis motif -reminding us of 
the Trinity -- appears in the halo around the 
head of Jesus. Also note the two turtle doves 
on the roof. These remind us of the day when 
Jesus was presented and dedicated in the 
temple. Two turtle doves were the gift of the 
poor. This window is dedicated to Anthony 
Battistella.  
 
The final window on this side is in the north 
eastern entrance foyer It is in what used to be 
the Church's original baptistery. This is a 
more recent window, and it was not executed 
by Mayer and Company. If you study the 
window, you can easily see that it is done in a 
different style and does not equal the quality 
of the German artists. This window depicts 
the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist. The 
Latin phrase "Ecce Agnus Dei" (behold the 
Lamb of God) appears once again. This 
window was dedicated to the Hale family  
 
 

As we cross the back of the Church heading west, we see another window dedicated by 
the Children of Mary. This window is special to the parish family, for it depicts Mary as Our 
Lady of the Gulf. She holds the child Jesus in her lap and cares for him. Both Mary and Jesus 
watch over us and protect us. Their eyes are lowered as they look down upon us. The angel to 
Our Lady's left holds a ribbon which proclaims her title: Our Lady of the Gulf, pray for us.  

Immediately below, we see the Church as it was first planned. The domes, however, were 
never added. Depicted are the old rectory, the Church, and former St. Joseph's Academy for 
girls. The Gulf waters fill the lower part of the picture and the oak trees and grass that were once 
in front of the church but were eaten away either by nature and/or the forces of progress in the 
building of streets and sidewalks.  
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The next window depicts Mary standing 
at the Cross of Jesus. You will note that she is 
being supported by St. John, the disciple Jesus 
loved. When Jesus from his cross gave Mary to 
John as his mother, Jesus was actually giving Mary 
to us as the mother of the Church. This is 
symbolized by the 12 stars contained in her halo. 
These represent the 12 tribes of Israel.  
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n both the Old and the New Testaments?  

Mary Magdalen is at the foot of the cross. 
There is a jar of ointment, alluding to the time 
when Mary anointed the feet of Jesus, washed his 
feet with her tears, and wiped them dry with her 
hair. In the window, Mary's hair touches the feet of 
Jesus. Once again the passion flower is depicted. 
Since this flower blossoms for only three days, it 
reminds us of the fact that Jesus will rise in three 
days. This window is dedicated to Mary Z. Adams.  
 

To the top and center, one can see the Holy 
Spirit in the form of a dove -- hovering over the 
waters. The prominence of the waters remind us 
that they are to serve both as life giving in that they 
provide us with employment and food as well as 
the fact that they offer to us a wonderful source of 
recreation and relaxation.  
Water imagery is used throughout the Church, 
and that is partly because of our location on the 
Gulf. But water imagery is significant throughout 
the scriptures as well. Can any of you recall any 

such imagery i
The angels scattered throughout the painting -- and indeed through all the Church -- are 

to symbolize God's use of angels as messengers to humans on earth. We don't get many such 
angel messengers today. Or maybe we do, but we're just unwilling to accept the bearer of the 
message as indeed being an "angel" in our lives.  
On the sanctuary wall are two common symbols of the Eucharist: the pelican (already explained) 
and the Lamb. The Latin words "Ecce Agnus Dei" mean "Behold the Lamb of God." The 
victorious lamb and the book with seven seals are referred to in the Book of Revelations  

Many of the images of Catholic tradition appear in the stained-glass windows 
throughout the Church. The images in the windows are not only for the sake of art, but they were 
originally meant to be a form of catechism for people who could not read. It was through these 
images, therefore, that people were taught the traditions of the faith. It is unfortunate that few of 
us take time these days to mediate on the images in the windows.  

These windows were executed by Mayer and Company in Munich, Germany. This was a 
well reputed artistic firm. It is amazing to note that the original cost of all the windows was only 
$14,000.00! Today these very windows are invaluable and bear no price.  



The next window depicts Jesus 
appearing to Mary, his mother, after 
the resurrection.  Note the position of 
submission of Mary to her risen son as 
he carries the banner of victory over 
death and emerges fully alive. In the 
banner in the center of the cross, we 
once again see the passion flower. It is 
surrounded by the cross, and the cross is 
surrounded by white. This is the joy of 
victory over death. Note also the 
dogwood at the feet of Jesus. Dogwood 
is another symbol of the resurrection. 
The whole window reminds us that we 
who share in Jesus' death through 
baptism, we will also share in his 
resurrection. The window is dedicated to 
the mother of Ernest J. Leonhard.  

The next window near the door 
depicts the Coronation of Mary as 
Queen of heaven and earth. This is 
conveyed by the presence of the trinity 
who acknowledge Mary as co-
redemptrix of the human race. Notice 
the city of Jerusalem pictured below. 
The window is dedicated to the Hugo 
Hoffman Family. 

This window was badly damaged 
by Hurricane Katrina but was restored 
by Sisters of St. Joseph Architectural 
Studio, St. Augustine, FL. 

Above the door – on the west 
side of the church beside the Blessed 
Mother’s altar - is a window depicting a 
theology which was popular at the time 
that the windows were designed and constructed. It is a theology which is not appropriate in 
today's time, and I think that you will understand what I mean after I have explained the scene. 
In the window, Mary is depicted as receiving Holy Communion. Here is Mary who brought 
Jesus into the world. It is somewhat ridiculous to depict that same Mary as receiving the body of 
Christ in Holy Communion.  
 
Postscript: 
 From the devastation of Hurricane Katrina, we arise to restore our church to its original 
beauty where generations have come to worship and be nourished in their faith journey through 
life.  
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Aerial view of downtown Bay St. Louis, 
following Hurricane Katrina – August 28, 2005 

 
 

 
 
 
Our Lady of the Gulf Church and its buildings can be seen in the top left-hand corner of 
the picture. 
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