
Saint Anthony Parish 
Pastoral Council Meeting 

November 15, 2021 

 
 

Present: Father Jorge, Ed Neuhauser (Chair), Monica Carey, Sherry Nedrow, Nancy Brown (Lay Trustee), Cathy 
Bishop, Margaret LaFrance (Secretary), Mary Ann Kozak (Guest) 

Not Present: Keith Randolph, Eileen Rankin (Vice Chair), Andrea Perkins, Linda Benson 

Opening Prayer: Nancy Brown 

A challenge facing us in our parish is low attendance. A possible cause is parishioners not returning after COVID 
restrictions. Streaming of Masses continues and may be a possible cause, but if we stop the streaming then Masses 
won’t be available to those unable to attend Mass. 

Social Committee and the Blue Cupboard are 2 ways we help bring the Kingdom of God in our midst. 

Approval of Minutes: The spelling of Father Jorge’s name was corrected. Mary Ann Kozak is a guest of the Council. 
The meeting of our next meeting was changed to February 21, 2022. The motion to approve the minutes was 
made by Sherry Nedrow and seconded by Monica Carey. The minutes were approved by the Council.  

Pastor’s Report: 

  Father Jorge sent letters to parishioners encouraging donations to CMA. We are doing well.  Our parish is 
currently at 61.09% of our goal. We will continue to work on the CMA drive by using our weekly email to 
parishioners, our weekly bulletin, social media, the parish website, and a church lobby video loop, to share the 
video from the diocese. It was suggested that Father Jorge share how CMA has helped him with his expenses, and 
other ways CMA funds are used.  

 The Council spent time working on the Organization and Structure of the Parish document. Lector training 
will be held in our parish, but a date hasn’t been set yet. Adult altar servers will begin to serve during Advent. We 
need at least one more volunteer. New Breaking Bread Missals have arrived. Father Jorge will be celebrating Mass 
at the Groton Nursing Home once a month. The question of whether Communion can be brought to our 
parishioners in the nursing home arose. A question about whether St. Anthony Parish should have a committee for 
that and for visiting the sick was raised.  Father emphasized that he should be contacted for anyone that needs to 
have him hear their confession, or anyone in need of The Sacrament of the Sick. 

 A question was raised about the amount of money raised by the furniture raffle. $1856 was raised. This 
amount includes the money raised through donations by anyone who donated instead of purchasing raffle tickets. 

 Father Jorge suggested we read Evangelii Gaudium, The Joy of the Gospel by Pope Francis and have 
discussions at the beginning of our meetings. We will be reading though the first chapter to have a discussion at 
our next meeting. The book is available on the Vatican Website at no cost. It is also available on Amazon.  



 Father Jorge asked that everyone sign forms needed for the diocese if they haven’t done so yet.  

 The Night of Little Candles will be celebrated at 7:00 PM on Tuesday Dec. 7, 2021, after our Mass for the 
Vigil of the Immaculate Conception.  

Member Reports: 

o Buildings and Grounds:  There were leaks after the heavy rain a few weeks ago and the leaks are 
being repaired. The cemetery has been winterized. We need a dumpster for the parish and that 
is being explored.  

o Sunday School: There are 18 students enrolled. Classes are held 1-2X a month. Families 
participate in activities for the first hour, and then students break off with their catechists for the 
second hour. Students recently learned about the relics in the church.  Mary Ann Kozak has 
added labels to the relics. First Reconciliation will be held this Saturday, Nov. 20, for our parish.  

Parish Goals in 2022:  

 Synod 2021-2023:  Our parish will choose 3 dates for participation in activities and answering questions 
for the Synod. Information will be sent to the Diocese and then on to the Vatican. Pope Francis wants to hear from 
everyone worldwide.  

 Father Jorge‘s goal is for everyone to feel welcome in our parish family. We need to increase attendance. 
Bible study will be planned in the future. We need to bring back activities that were through COVID.  

Church in the Future: 

 A concern was raised that our church needs to change to address what has gone wrong within the church. 
The abuse scandal and other issues have caused us to lose parishioners to our religion. Some issues to address 
involve modernization and reform. Some items mentioned were marriage of priests/celibacy, and having women 
serve as priests. The Synod will be a way concerns will be heard.  

Our next meeting will be held on February 21, 2022 at 6:30 PM. Cathy Bishop has offered to read the Opening 
and Closing Prayers.  

Closing Prayer: Nancy Brown 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:06 PM 


