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from the Pastor. . .

The Front Window

Father Dan

I try to take a 30 minute walk most days. I generally walk the same route in my neighborhood. On a recent walk,
I discovered that 78 of the 100 front windows in the houses I walked past had their curtains, blinds or shutters
completely closed. Mine is often one of them. Why?

I am sure that one of the reasons is to save energy. (That is certainly true in my case. By the way, keeping the
curtains or blinds open on sunny winter days saves energy.) But my guess is that a major reason why most of my
neighbors block the view into the front room of their houses is fear. Fear that their possessions may be seen and
then stolen. Fear that they may be seen in their house and then attacked. Fear that their privacy will be lost when
the neighbors get a glimpse of what is going on in the house.
Since my survey took place during the week after Christmas, most of the 22 front windows that allowed a view
into the house revealed a shining Christmas tree.

I think we want, deep down, to invite our neighbors into our lives in an appropriate way. I think we want to see,
just a bit, what is going on in our neighbors’ lives and help where help is needed, and be enriched by their
presence at times. I think we want our homes to be places of welcome. And I think we struggle with the
temptation to give into our fears instead. And sometimes, maybe often, we shut our curtains. Even when our
primary motivation is to save energy, we may choose shut curtains rather than more open, engaging, energizing
signs of life in our neighborhood.

But at times we take the risk to let our light and love shine, even in the front windows of our house. Jesus is the
light of the world, and we are His body. As we read in the First Letter of John, Chapter 4, verse 18: “Perfect love
drives out fear.”

So, as a result of all of the Church’s proclamation during this dreary time of year that Jesus is the light of the
world, this cheap German will be keeping the blinds in the front window of his house open (even when the sun
isn’t shining), to let the neighbors’ light shine in, and to let my light shine out. I think it is more than worth the
risk.

New Parishioners

We extend our warmest welcome to the new families
who have recently joined our parish:
Joe & Lee Ann Cooper
Geraldine Jenkins
Maria Segura & Fernando Perez
Geraldine Hernandez Colon

Don’t Forget
Valentine’s Day
February 14th

Queen’s Service

Minor Maintenance
Temporary Food Preparation
Prayer Network
Visitation
Transportation
Bereavement
Funeral Meals
Caring Cards
Queen’s Service

Al Schroeder..........................277-8285
Penny Logan..........................224-9610
Scottye Terhune ....................278-7372
Jane Leake ............................231-8409
Bob Kotzbauer ......................273-3645
Parish Office ..........................278-7432
Parish Office ..........................278-7432
Barbara Coats ........................223-7978
Parish Office ..........................278-7432

If you would like to volunteer for this ministry or need assistance . . .
please call one of the above numbers.

A special “THANK YOU” to all the volunteers who give of their time and
many talents to be of service for our church family.
VOLUNTEERS you are like an

“God’s special messengers.”

Send us your news!

This is YOUR Newsletter, and we are interested in your news and comments. If you would like to contribute
information or pictures, please send to Jenny Poole at jpoole5841@gmail.com or call Jenny at 223-9854 if you
have any questions.

NEXT DEADLINE FOR

FEBRUARY

NEWS IS FEBRUARY 8, 2019
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Reading Room
In the Reading Room with Mrs. Kelley we are continuing
to work on reading fluency. We are also reviewing syllable
rules in order to decode multisyllabic words.

School
News

What’s Mary Queen School
Up To in the New Year?

5th Grade Science
The 5th grade has been learning about ecosystems and the
important elements that keep each one healthy and
functioning properly. We look forward to continuing our
study and learn about each of the world's biomes. Students
will then work in groups to create a replica of one of the
biomes.

Penguins in Pre-K
In Mrs. Barr’s PreK class we are about to start our unit on
Penguins. We will be learning about different kinds of
penguins and where they live. We are excited for our art
show in a few months. We will be working hard creating
special art projects to put on display around the school.

Kindness from Kindergarten
In Ms. Smith’s Kindergarten class, students colored angels
to pass around to different teachers and staff members at
Mary Queen. The students do this once a month to spread
kindness to others. In K2, the students are also working on
their critical thinking skills by building puzzles. We are
excited for the rest of the year and looking forward to all
the new things we will be learning in the spring!

Middle School Language Arts
Have Students’ Noses in Books!

8th Grade
Our eighth graders have been wonderful mentors to our
new students from Vietnam and China. Their kindness and
helpfulness has been heartwarming. They will be writing a
literary essay when they finish reading To Kill a
Mockingbird.

7th Grade
Seventh graders are deeply involved gathering clues to
solve a "puzzle mystery" novel, the Westing Game.
Furthermore, they are learning to write five-paragraph
persuasively essays and support their opinion on various
controversial topics.
6th Grade
In sixth grade, students are learning about the Great
Depression before reading Bud, Not Buddy, which takes
place in the 1930's. Soon they will help organize and
advertise the Mary Queen food drive for God's Pantry. We
look forward to our annual service trip to help at God's
Pantry this spring.

Welcoming New Friends
On January 3rd, Mary Queen welcomed 7 new students
from South Korea and China to our middle school! Our
international education partner, Amerigo Education, offers
students from around the globe an opportunity to thrive in
American schools and reach their academic goals. Mary
Queen is proud to team up with them to provide a
comfortable and safe environment as these diverse
students prepare for high school. Our students and staff
look forward to getting to know our new students and
supporting their educational and social needs.

Heart Smart
As we get ready for heart awareness month in February,
the 8th grade will be working on their CPR skills in health
class as well as ways to be heart healthy. PE classes for all
grades will be discussing ways to stay heart healthy with
their eating habits as well as with their physical activity.

¿hablas español?
A lot of learning is happening in Middle School Spanish!
5th graders are working on creating sentences with the
vocabulary that they learned before Christmas. 6th graders
are about to embark upon verb conjugation. 7th graders
are learning the words for rooms and furnishing and will
be doing a project where they design houses of their own.
And 8th graders are learning how to express their opinions
about movies and t.v. programs. It is a busy time of year!
In our elementary Spanish classes this January, we
will identify what supplies we need for school and
compare our school lunches with what children eat in
Spanish-speaking countries. We will also give weather
reports in Spanish, learn about various animals native to
the Spanish-speaking world, learn how to shop for food,
how to state what we like and don't like to eat, and how to
order in a restaurant.

Dancing = Learning
Kindergarten has worked hard learning all the letters and
letter sounds the first half of the year! We have been
actively working on our letter sounds through the Phonics
Dance program and are ready to start blending and
decoding words. I am so excited to see my students'
reading take off and to watch them read independently in
the new year!

The Thirteen Colonies
The 5th grade will soon be learning more about the
Thirteen Colonies, and their foundation for the America
we know today. We are in the process of scheduling the
wonderful ladies from the Suburban Women’s Club who
participate in the Great Seals Project. They will visit our
classrooms to explain the history of the President’s Seal,
along with some great activities.
PRE-K C
PKC has truly enjoyed the Advent season; we had lots of
opportunities to do good works and acts of kindness to
prepare the way for baby Jesus. The preschool Nativity
program was December 19, and you can tell by the
students faces that they were ready to do their part to bring
Christmas a little closer!

Developing Good Habits
Some of the good things going on in PreK B is that we are
learning that God made us happy and wants us to be
happy. We are developing the habit of giving praise and
thanks to God. We are also learning to recognize our
names and also beginning to write our letters. We are
looking forward to our Art show and also looking forward
to welcoming some new friends. Our MQ family is
growing!

Pray for us!
Mary Queen second graders are making resolutions for
2019. They are resolving to spread more kindness and
make new friends. They are also very excited and eager to
begin preparing for their First Reconciliation in February
and their First Holy Communion in May. Please keep
them in your prayers as they continue to grow in faith,
hope, and love.

In January we look forward
to our Dinosaur unit and
Catholic Schools Week, so
much fun and excitement
ahead!

PRE-K D
This month Mrs. O'Dwyer's preschool class is looking
forward to introducing many exciting Hands-On Learning
activities. For the month of January we will focus on
"Winter Wonders" and our backyard friends "Birds". The
importance of play in preschool unlocks a child's creativity
and imagination. Winter is always fun in preschool.

PRE-K
MQHR PK students started the Christmas break by
performing the story of the Nativity for their parents as
well as the entire student body. Every PK student is given
a very special and important role that they portray
beautifully. As the students practice songs and prepare to
present their version of the Nativity they discover the true
meaning of Christmas and what the most wonderful
Christmas present is...baby Jesus.
This year the PK also had the pleasure of sharing our
Nativity play with the parish during the 4:00 mass on
Saturday. We hope that everyone enjoyed it as much as the
children enjoy telling the story.

SECOND GRADE
The students in 2A are officially published authors!! We
explored the writing process by creating a book of prayers,
entitled “Thanks Be to God,” and were thrilled to receive
our copies right before break!

The children kicked off 2019 by using their writing skills
to share how they intend to spread kindness to others in
this new year.
We look forward to
growing in our faith
journeys as we begin
learning about the
sacrament of First
Reconciliation, which
will take place in
February.

THIRD GRADE

Third graders are so excited to kick off the new year
with a book challenge! This will encourage the
children to read multiple books from a variety of
genres and explore different writing styles. When the
challenge is complete, the students will be able to
enjoy lunch with their teacher in their classroom!

LIBRARY
What can you do with 10 black dots?? We read about what
you can do with 10 black dots, and then made our own
pictures with 10 red dots. Ask our preschoolers what they
came up with!

Kindergarten is mastering the mouse!

The 1st graders learned how the books are organized, and
even put some away all by themselves. They did a
fantastic job!

2nd grade is working on what all the keys on the keyboard
are for!

3rd grade is really mastering their keyboarding skills, with
touch typing.
4th and 5th grades are getting ready to start some big
projects.
AMERICAN HISTORY
8th Grade students in American History are currently studying the American Revolution. They were given the task of
CREATIVELY replicating a Revolutionary flag. These are some of their creations.

Social Action

BUILD: BUILD is in the part of the year where we are
researching, learning more about the problem and possible
solutions. We are also working to keep the justice network
informed with what is going on and growing our justice
ministry. On Sunday, Jan 20 at noon in church meeting
room A/B we are trying something new to help keep
BUILD in the minds of people during the winter months.
We will have another listening session and invite new and
committed people to come and learn about BUILD and
share stories particularly about youth/education, crime,
and drugs.
Upcoming dates:
◆ Listening session. Jan 20, noon, church meeting
room A/B. For anyone!
◆ Justice Ministry Network Meeting. Monday,
March 4, 7 PM in ELC/school library. This is for
justice ministry network members and other
interested people.
◆ Rally, Tuesday, April 9, 7 PM at MQHR. For all
justice ministry network members and other
interested people.
◆ Nehemiah Action, Tuesday, May 7, 7 PM,
Heritage Hall, For EVERYBODY!!
◆ Celebration: June 10, 7 PM at MQHR, For Justice
Ministry Network members to celebrate our
successes and kick off the investment drive.

Catholics at the Capitol: Every year the Catholic
Conference of KY offers us an opportunity to learn about
legislation of concern to us as Catholics through the lens
of the Catholic Social teachings. This year the Legislators
from Fayette and Jessamine Counties have all been invited
by Bishop Stowe to attend and hear about our thoughts
about specific legislation relating to school choice, death
penalty, pregnant workers rights, and the criminal justice
system. You are also invited to the Catholics at the
Capitol advocacy forum on Thursday, Jan 31, 7 PM at
Pax Christi, 4001 Victoria Way in the Fellowship Hall.
So far confirmed in attending are Reps. Joe Graviss, Russ
Meyer, Cherylynn Stevenson, and Matt Koch. I encourage
you to contact your Sen. and Rep. and invite them to
attend as well.

Catholic Action Center: MQ volunteers at CAC as a
group and as individuals throughout the year. The response
to the Christmas Store is tremendous in donations for toys
and volunteering at the store. It is an important part of the
Christmas season of giving and thinking of others for
many families! Every month we prepare and serve dinner
on the 1st, 2nd and 4th Sundays. We also help to make

Christmas morning a special time with a nice breakfast
and playing Santa. Because we are blessed we share our
blessings with the poor.

Refugees: The Congolese refugee community has grown
in size and strength this year. They are now teaching
formation and sacramental preparation to their children.
They have Masses in Swahili twice monthly at St. Peter
Claver, strengthening their community. On Jan 1 Bishop
Stowe brought the New Year in with them at a special
Mass at St Peter Claver. Bishop Stowe blessed the Holy
Family Choir and liturgical dancers. We look forward to
hearing and seeing them at MQ! Many volunteers gave
Christmas gifts and warm clothing to the Congolese,
organized beautifully by the Congolese women. We look
forward to welcome the children as they make their First
Reconciliation and Communion and Confirmation.
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Spiritual Retreats to bring you into a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ
English Men – sponsored by St. Leo’s – Feb. 7-10, 2019
Mujeres en Espanol - 22-25 de agosto del 2019
English Women - September 26-29, 2019
Scholarships are available!

!

Are members of your family, friends, or coworkers waiting for an invitation from you?
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“Yes, many
times.”
“Why didn’t
you?”
“No one ever
asked me.”

Consider inviting them to participate in
“Catholics Returning Home” at Mary
Queen of the Holy Rosary!
Six weekly sessions:
Tuesday, February 19th - March 26, 2019
3:00-5:00pm
Ministry Meeting room at the school
Enter behind the outdoor Mary statue
CRH provides a welcoming, structured
atmosphere aimed at helping Catholics
return to the Church.
Make a difference in someone’s life by
praying for them and then inviting them to
come home to their Church family.
! Contact Cara Johnson, 859-278-7432
ext 220 or cjohnson@cdlex.org
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Come see Catholic education in action during
0DU\4XHHQ6FKRRO¶VDQQXDO
Catholic Schools Week Open House!
Sunday, Januar
ry 27th after 11 am Mass

Filipino Mass (Dec. 16, 2018) at Mary Queen

