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[image: Please Pray for the Sick | Our Lady & St Joseph]

            Week of December 6 – 13, 2020
                      Second Sunday of Advent

Saturday: Dec. 5, 2020   Isaiah 40:1-5, 9:14; 2 Peter 3:8-14; Mark 1:1-8
  4:00 pm St. Mary:         † Peter Thomas Abraham Lorenz &
                                            for Gary Hand
  5:30 pm St. Benedict:  † Winston Hammond & † Danielle Carpenter                                                                    
Sunday: Dec.6, 2020   Isaiah 40:1-5, 9:14; 2 Peter 3:8-14; Mark 1:1-8                                               
  8:30 am St. Edward: † Robert Risicato, † Louise Gosselin,                             
                                      † Alphonse Patenaude & † William Gueth Rita Lantagne
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  9:30 am St. Mary:     † Deacon John Gratton & † Lilianne Gosselin                                                                        
10:30 am St. James:   † Lorraine Caouette, † Jeannine Stebenne,   
      † Ghislain Fauteux & † Deceased Members of the Goulet Family
11:00 am St. Mary:     † [image: Living Liturgy | Your Morning Basket]Ann Leonelli       Confessions Are  
Available by Appointment
 
 
Confessions are available onday through Friday at
10:00 am, 10:30 am & 11:00 am and 4:30 pm, 5:00 pm & 5:30 pm


Monday: Dec. 7, 2020    Isaiah 35:1-10; Luke 5:17-26
                  St. Ambrose: Bishop & Doctor of the Church
  9:00 am St. Mary:     † Allen Raboin                                                       
[bookmark: _Hlk55290621]12:00 pm St. Mary:      Families of Mater Dei Parish 
  4:00 pm St. James:   † Jeanne Henry
  5:00 pm St. Mary:      † Lisa Shelton
  5:30 pm St. Edward:  Parishioners of St. Edward’s
Tuesday: Dec. 8, 2020   Genesis 3:9-15, 20; Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12;
                                           Luke 1:26-38
           Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
  9:00 am St. Mary:        † Bertha Lee Butts
[bookmark: _Hlk55373453]11:30 am St. Benedict:  Families of St. Benedict’s                              
  4:00 pm St. Mary:        Intentions of Fr. Shiju on 13th Anniversary of
                                         his Ordination                                   
Wednesday: Dec. 9, 2020   Isaiah 40:25-31; Matthew 11:28-30							                             St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin: Messenger of Our Lady of Guadalupe
  9:00 am St. Mary:  † Sr. Theresa (Mary Monica) Archambault
                                      & Intentions of Fr. Deniskingsley                                   
12:00 pm St. Mary:  Families of Mater Dei Parish 
  4:00 pm St. Mary:  † Virginia Holbrook                       
Thursday: Dec. 10, 2020    Isaiah 41:13-20; Matthew 11:11-15
                                     Our Lady of Loreto                                                                                   
  9:00 am St. Mary:  † Danny Meunier
12:00 pm St. Mary:   Families of Mater Dei Parish 
  4:00 pm St. Mary:   Families of St. Bernard’s in Norton                               
Friday: Dec. 11, 2020   Isaiah 48:17-19; Matthew 11:16-19 
                                     St. Damasus I: Pope                       
  9:00 am St. Mary    † Roland Turgeon & † Lilianne Gosselin
12:00 pm St. Mary:    Families of Mater Dei Parish 
  4:00 pm St. Mary:   † Fr. Forrest Rouelle
Saturday: Dec. 12, 2020    Zachariah 2:14-17; Revelation 11:19a,
                                                 12:1-6a, 10ab; Luke 1:26-38
                                           Our Lady of Guadalupe
  9:00 am St. Mary:   † Jean Coutu & † Sean Joyal                                 Rita 

                                   
                                   Third Sunday of Advent              Prayer for the Sick
Father God, we lift up all those
who are facing illness today.
We ask that you bring healing,
comfort and peace to their bodies.
Calm their fears and let them
   experience the healing power 
of Your love.
In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 



[bookmark: _Hlk47429830][bookmark: _Hlk55922012]Saturday: Dec 12, 2020   Isaiah 6:1-2a, 10-11;
                                           1 Thessalonians 5:6-24;  John 1:6-8, 19-28      

[bookmark: _Hlk51057690] 4:00 pm St. Mary:        † Anthony Lague & † Lois Jenks                                            
[bookmark: _Hlk54082416][bookmark: _Hlk52100758] 5:30 pm St. Benedict: † Deceased Members of St. Benedict’s                                               
Sunday: Dec. 13, 2020   Isaiah 6:1-2a, 10-11; 
                                           1 Thessalonians 5:6-24;  John 1:6-8, 19-28    
[bookmark: _Hlk51057774][bookmark: _Hlk46222319][bookmark: _Hlk55152746][bookmark: _Hlk53399298][bookmark: _Hlk48644352][bookmark: _Hlk54690839]  8:30 am St. Edward: † Deceased Members of St. Edward’s                                   
[bookmark: _Hlk46222413][bookmark: _Hlk51057830][bookmark: _Hlk52100849]  9:30 am St. Mary:     † Allen Raboin & † Lilianne Gosselin    
[bookmark: _Hlk55922774][bookmark: _Hlk53399374]10:30 am St. James:   † Jeremy Maxwell & † Esperanza Robles, 
[bookmark: _Hlk53399402]                                      † Jeannne Stebenne, † Lucien Vigneault
                                      † Alice Major & † Wilfred Meunier
[bookmark: _Hlk51057857][bookmark: _Hlk52101965][bookmark: _Hlk56519009]11: 00 am St. Mary:     † [image: Living Liturgy | Your Morning Basket]Anna Sanville  
….
       Confessions Are  
Available by Appointment
 
 
Confessions are available 
Monday through Friday at
10:00 am, 10:30 am & 11:00 am and 4:30 pm, 5:00 pm & 5:30 pm



[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]                                                     Heavenly Father, through the intercession of St. Damasus I, strengthen my faith in the Resurrection! 
 Feast Day: Dec. 11
   Christ Our Hope: Building A Vibrant Church 

   Thanks to the generosity of our Mater Dei 
 parishioners, we have received gifts totaling
    $107,269, which is 23% of our parish goal. 
Your support demonstrates your commitment
to the diocese of Vermont and to our parish. 
 If you have not already contributed, please
prayerfully consider how you can help.  Remember that each gift is truly appreciated and no gift is too small to make a difference.

Thank you to all who have already contributed to the campaign.  Your sacrifice will help us build a vibrant parish today and well into the future.  May God bless you all!
Two I-Phones were left in Church at St. Mary’s last
Sunday.  Please contact
the parish office at
(802) 334-5066 if one of them belongs to you.
  Are You Missing Your I-Phone?
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                                                    Take Comfort, for God Will Rescue Us!
                            When you experience the excitement of a wonderful event, you want to tell people. You can sense          
                                St. Mark’s excitement in today’s Gospel reading.  He wrote in the form of a fast-paced story.  He
                               shows Jesus backing up his words with actions.  Picture yourself in the electrified crowd as Jesus 
                                                                                        heals and teaches.  

                            In the very first sentence Mark tells us who Jesus really is—the Son of God (1:1).  Mark then reminds us of two prophets who predicted Jesus: Isaiah and John the Baptist.  John, a very powerful prophet indeed, proclaimed, “One mightier than I is coming after me…. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  Respond to these encouraging words.  Jesus came to rescue us from what shackles us, and to give us eternal life.

Today’s reading from the prophet Isaiah (40:1-5, 9-11) begins a section of his prediction of the majestic Lord who will come to rule the earth and save his people.  About 70 years before Isaiah wrote, the people of God had been conquered by their enemy Babylon (modern Iraq) and deported to be their slaves.  But now they were about to be released, they would be able to return home, and their nation would be restored to godliness.  Isaiah writes of someone calling, “In the desert prepare the way for the Lord.  Make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.”  That is, remove any obstacles that would obstruct the return of the people and the coming of the Lord.  Between Babylon and Israel is desert.  In the Bible the desert is a symbol of the most extreme of life’s sufferings.  We, like the Israelites, aren’t immune from suffering, but our character need not be hindered by it, and our souls can even grow far stronger.  Isaiah told the people to prepare to see God working for them.  Centuries later, in today’s Gospel reading, John the Baptist used Isaiah’s words to challenge the people to prepare for the coming Son of God to rescue them.  He cares for the most defenseless.  Isaiah reinforces the eternal prophetic theme that God’s true people are the ones who rely trustingly on his faithful strength.

In a world like Isaiah’s and ours, when we see conflict and lack of righteousness, today’s Responsorial Psalm (85) prophesies a future age in which God brings peace to his people, for salvation is “near to those who fear him”, and “kindness and truth shall meet, and justice and peace shall kiss”.

The Second Letter of Peter (3:8-14) refers to the end of our age, when Jesus returns.  Peter’s message is both comfort and a warning.  God seemed slow to some of the Christians that Peter was writing to, as they faced persecution and longed to be delivered.  But Peter shows us that God isn’t slow; rather he is being patient with us, waiting for more of us to repent and turn to him.  We should realize that the time is short and we have important work to do.  Be ready to meet Christ at any moment; yet plan your Christian service as though He may not return for many years.  “The day of the Lord” is the day of God’s judgment on the whole earth.  Jesus’ return will be sudden.  For those who do not live in Him, it will be terrible.  But if we are spiritually alert and morally clean, it won’t come as a surprise.  Realizing that the earth will be burned up, we can put our confidence in what is lasting and eternal.  Do you spend more time on the cares of this world, or on striving to develop Christlike character?  God’s desire for us isn’t destruction, but re-creation (see Isaiah 66:22, Revelation 21and 22).  We can joyously look forward to the restoration of God’s good world.  What would you like Jesus to find you doing when He returns?  Live like that each day!

For other prophetic pictures of the day of the Lord, see Isaiah 34:4, Joel 3:15-16, Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21 and
Revelation 6:12-17.

                                                                                                                                                     



 
KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS
CHRISTMAS CARDS

The Knights of Columbus are 
Church Coordinators
Meetings


St. Mary’s Coordinators’

[bookmark: _GoBack]News from St. Andre Bessette Parish                                                                       [image: ]
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the Mother of God. We look to Immaculate Mary, awed by her singular privilege, confident that she intercedes for us so we
can have a share in her holiness.
The Feast of the
Immaculate Conception
Through her Immaculate Conception, God preserved Mary from the stain of original sin, making her all-pure and all-holy – prepared, therefore, to be
Mary was born and raised – the place where she was visited by the Angel Gabriel and where she and Joseph settled and raised the child, Jesus.

Many popes have visited the Holy House, including Pope Benedict XII in 2012 when he said: “This humble home is a physical, tangible witness to the greatest even in our history – the Incarnation, the Word made flesh.”

The house is believed to have been transported
from the Holy Land to Loreto in the year 1294.


Feast Day: December 10th
In a small hillside town near the city of Ancona in the Mache, Italy called Loreto, a grand basilica houses a tiny 3-walled cottage believed to be the house where
Our Lady of Loreto
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St. Andre Bessette is preparing a gym in the basement of the Rectory.  If you have any gym equipment – specifically dumbells and a weight bench – that you are willing to donate to a worthy cause, please contact Fr. Paul at (802) 745-9748 or leave a message at the Parish office at
(802) 744-4066.   Thank you!!
        Projection Board at St. Mary’s
                         
                                                           [image: F3060 - WHITEBOARD, PROJECTION SCREEN COMBINATION (SEPS2BIM) | Free BIM  object for Revit, Revit, Revit, IFC, Sketchup, ArchiCAD | BIMobject]
get creative to help our parishioners participate in the Mass more fully.

The board will be used to project Mass readings and words to songs for everyone to follow along with the parts of the Mass.

The board can be moved back against the wall when not in use to reduce
distraction.

Do You Have Any Gym Equipment You No Longer Need?
Christmas Angels at St. Mary’s & St. Benedict’s
St. Mary’s and St. Benedict’s Churches have decorated Christmas trees with angels identifying the sex, age and gift ideas for children from disadvantaged families in the Northeast Kingdom.  Unfortunately, in this year of Covid-19 and high unemployment, the need is even greater than in the past.

If you are able to help, please select an angel from the tree. purchase a gift and make a child’s Christmas brighter!

Please return your unwrapped gift in a Christmas bag with the angel securely attached to the bag by Thursday, December 17th to either St. Mary’s, St. Benedict’s or the parish office so they can be distributed safely in time for Christmas.

St. Mary’s tree is located in the back of the Church this year instead of the usual spot in the alcove.

May God bless you for your generosity.
St. Andre Bessette
Christmas Mass Schedule

All Masses will be celebrated at
 Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Troy

Thursday  December 24th:  4:00 pm
Thursday  December 24th:  7:00 pm
Friday       December 25th:  9:30 am

All are welcome!
    [image: You can become a CHRISTMAS ANGEL in Medfield.... | Medfield, MA Patch]     
Christmas Angels at St. Mary’s & St. Benedict’s

Have you noticed the new large projection board hanging on the left side of the Altar at St. Mary’s?  In this season of Covid-19 and no Mass or song books, we have had to
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