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Bill Mulcrevy had just dug in. He and 23 others from Mike Co., 3rd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment (3/5) – 
including close friends Jim Johnson and Navy Corpsman Gregory Williams – were the first wave for Oper-
ation Hastings, a multi-force task force to push the PAVN 90th Regiment back across the DMZ and prevent 
it from taking over Quang Tri Province. 

  

Mulcrevy and Mike Co. built the perimeter that secured LZ Crow in a small valley just south of Song 
Ngan, a suspected PAVN marshaling area. Reinforcements – Operation Hastings’ second wave – were in-
coming. It was July 16, 1966. Mulcrevy and the first wave watched the sky. And then they watched the sky 
burn. 

  

A company-sized element of PAVN troops ambushed the LZ. They downed the four incoming helicopters 
delivering 3/5’s second wave. Mike Co.’s first platoon leader got on the radio and learned that other task 
force elements wouldn’t get there in time, that 3/5 wasn’t going to send further reinforcements until first 
wave could remove the threat. First wave was on its own. 

  

Under attack, Mike Co. defended its position while the lieutenant called for fire. Johnson, Mulcrevy and a 
small squad assaulted a PAVN machine gun nest. They found a heavy, tripod-mounted 51-calibre machine 
gun, shot the operator, and – lacking thermite grenades to disable the weapon – knocked it over. The lieu-
tenant directed and watched as an F-4 delivered two 500-pound bombs, taking out several 12.7mm ma-
chine guns just 50 meters from their position. 

  

On the ground, in the counterattack, Johnson took two rounds to the throat. 

  

*** 

  

Mulcrevy is lost in thought. He’s a statue, eyes frozen. In his mind, it’s 1966, back in the valley where 
Gregory Williams performed an emergency tracheotomy on Jim Johnson. When Mulcrevy comes to, he 
apologizes and says that, “It’s not easy remembering this stuff.” But he knows he’ll never forget this stuff. 
He won’t forget the bullets overhead, the dirt exploding around them, or the calm, methodic way in which 
Doc Williams went about saving Johnson’s life. 

  

All of it was chaos – all of it except Williams. 

  

*** 

  

Three weeks after Operation Hastings, while Johnson was recovering aboard the USS Repose, Mike Co. 
was patrolling a series of villages near Tam Quang for Operation Colorado when it came under sniper fire. 
In reaction to the fire, the Marines ran straight into an NVA ambush. In the ensuing chaos, Mulcrevy sus-
tained four rounds to his leg. One bullet hit his grenade pouch, sending shrapnel into his upper thigh. 

  

“I’M HIT, I’M HIT!” he yelled. 
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In a cloud of dust, Williams found his friend and knelt by his side to treat his wounds. As with his actions 
during Operation Hastings, he gave no regard or concern for his own personal safety or the bullets flying 
past. The preternaturally calm Williams used all his strength to apply a tourniquet to Mulcrevy’s arterial 
bleed, and then pressure dressings to his other wounds. 

  

“Well, Gregory, what do you think?” Mulcrevy asked him.  

 

“Bill,” he replied, “I think the Olympics are out.” 

  

On the battlefield, under attack, with rounds spitting up around them, the two friends laughed together for 
the last time. 

  

*** 

  

Each night for decades, Mulcrevy has lived with the internal chaos of these memories. Those same fire-
fights, over and over. The horror of Johnson’s injury, over and over. His own arterial bleeding and Wil-
liams loading him onto the MEDEVAC, over and over. He used to drink a gallon of coffee at night because 
he didn’t want to go to sleep. 

  

He didn’t want to go back to Vietnam. “They didn’t feel like nightmares, they felt like a never-ending 
movie,” he says. 

  

As age and other health issues have caught up to Bill Mulcrevy, now 72 [This story was written in 2020], 
he’s spent a whole second lifetime reliving the defining moments of his young adult life. And those mo-
ments have led to a gnawing realization: this never-ending movie doesn’t have a natural ending. 

  

He wondered, Whatever happened to his friend, Gregory Williams? 

  

Part 1 Credit Source: 
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PART 2 

  

Marine Corps Veteran Bill Mulcrevy faced a long recovery from his injuries in Vietnam. After Navy 
Corpsman Gregory Williams loaded him onto the MEDEVAC that day in 1966, Mulcrevy was transferred 
to various hospitals throughout Vietnam before eventually completing physical therapy in San Francisco 18 
months later. 
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Upon discharge, the Veteran spent time at home with his father, a World War II Veteran. After a few odd 
jobs, he eventually went back to school, graduated, and miraculously started a 36-year career with the Cali-
fornia Highway Patrol and various local law enforcement agencies. 

  

Mulcrevy spent decades fruitlessly searching for the buddy who had saved his life in Vietnam. In 2019, he 
and several state and national partners turned to VA for help. 

  

The first big break came via email. It needed only five words and six syllables to punctuate the gasp from 
all who read it. 

  

“We have had a breakthrough!” 

  

Attached to the bottom of the email was a color portrait of a Black man in his Navy dress blues uniform. 
The photo’s shallow depth of field highlights dark eyes and a warm, hearty smile framed beneath a white 
halo. Navy Corpsman Gregory Williams. 

  

“Would you be able to let us know,” the sender asked, “if positive or negative identification is possible by 
Mr. Mulcrevy?” 

  

*** 

  

The search for Corpsman Williams went national on August 13, 2019, when Jennifer Brusstar at the Tug 
McGraw Foundation linked the SAFE Project’s Mary Winnefeld to Officer Mark Keyes, California High-
way Patrol (CHP). Mulcrevy worked with Keyes during a 20-year career at the CHP after leaving the Ma-
rine Corps, and Winnefeld connected everyone to the director at VA’s Veterans Experience Office (VEO). 

  

VEO is the office that sends out the weekly #VetResources newsletter, and it’s the office that implements 
customer service solutions and tools to improve Veterans’ experiences with VA. That mission often in-
volves work with a vast number of government agencies, public and private and non-profit groups, Veter-
ans Service Organizations, innovators and influencers, and more. 

  

Within days, VEO had spread its net, contacting the Social Security Administration and the Vietnam Veter-
ans of America. But the search ramped up when VEO enlisted Brian Foster at Together We Served (TWS), 
a Veterans online community known for its robust records search and Veteran Locator tool. 

  

Foster and his team – Chief Admin Kim Craft, Admin Diane Short, and Person Locator Specialist George 
Reilly – reached out to Andre Sobocinski, a historian at the Navy’s Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
(BUMED); March Henderson, historian at the Marine Vietnam Commemoration Organization; Peter J. 
Ferraro, head of Records at HQ, USMC; Annette Amerman, branch head and historian, Marine Corps His-
tory Division; and Michael Doidge, historian, USA Vietnam War Commemoration to dredge official rec-
ords in search of a birthdate. 
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On the last day of the month, Foster’s team-- posted to the 3/5 Facebook page, the Navy Corpsman Face-
book page, the VietnamWarHistory.org Facebook page, the U.S. Marine Veterans Facebook page, the U.S. 
Military Directory Facebook page, and the Military.com Facebook page: 

  

“Together We Served needs your help in fulfilling the wish of a dying Marine who served in the 1st Pla-
toon, Mike Co, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines in Vietnam in 1966. On August 12, 1966, he was seriously 
wounded in Tam Ky. His wish is that we help him find the Navy Corpsman who saved his life that day so 
he can thank him. The Corpsman’s name is Gregory Williams. If you have any recollections of this Corps-
man or you might know how we could get in touch with him, please let us know by sending us an email 
to admin@togetherweserved.com. Please share this as much as you can.” 

  

Based on previously successful cases, Foster and Craft at TWS were hopeful. 

  

Within days, the various Facebook posts exploded with engagement, but none had produced any new infor-
mation. “We have talked to everyone we know in Mike 3/5,” Foster replied via email. “Several remember 
Williams and were with him in combat. They don’t know the Corpsman now.” 

  

On September 6, BUMED’s Sobocinski expanded his records search. “There is a possibility Gregory Wil-
liams may not be still alive, so we will be pursuing death records and obituaries,” he wrote. 

  

*** 

  

The last big break came via email on September 13. Just three hours and 19 minutes after Sobocinski’s pre-
vious email, the search had come to an end. “We think we may have found Doc Williams,” he wrote. 

  

Part 2 Credit Source: 
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PART 3 

  

Bill Mulcrevy’s search had come to an end. Gregory Williams, the Navy Corpsman who had saved his and 
so many other Marines’ lives in Vietnam, died in Illinois in November 2017. He was 73. Many of the ques-
tions about Williams’ life after the Navy and after Vietnam had gone unanswered. The search had conclud-
ed with positive identification of a photo and grave marker at Lincoln National Cemetery. 

  

That story, this “never-ending movie,” doesn’t end here, though. 
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Through Kim Craft at Together We Served, Mulcrevy was eventually put in touch with Gregory’s survivor, 
Dorothy. Mulcrevy learned that Gregory had transferred to a different unit after his tour of Vietnam, and 
ultimately left the Navy around 1971. Gregory met Dorothy and married sometime after that. 

  

In November 2019, just two years after Gregory’s passing, Together We Served arranged for Bill Mulcrevy 
to visit Gregory Williams’ grave at Lincoln National Cemetery. To his surprise, and orchestrated by Kim 
and Charlie Craft at TWS with assistance from the director of Lincoln National Cemetery, there was a me-
morial service in honor of Gregory Williams – with Dorothy in attendance. 

  

The pandemic struck right before we had planned to finish this story in March 2020. Leading up this Na-
tional Vietnam War Veterans Day (March 29), we remember the bravery and service of heroes like Navy 
Corpsman Gregory Williams, and the people whose lives they’ve touched while in service to this great Na-
tion. We thank Bill Mulcrevy and Jim Johnson for their courageous service, and for sharing these incredi-
ble stories to honor their friend. We thank Together We Served and all the dedicated partners who came 
together to make this story happen, to bring peace to a few buddies separated by time and distance and 
chance, but more than that, for what they do each day for Veterans around the country. 

  

Part 3 Credit Source: 
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