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 THE M ARION COUNTY M ANNA PROJECT  

freely  offers what  the Bible says about  

THE TORAH 

Summary (a): Torah is a Hebrew word meaning “to instruct.” The Torah refers to the five 
books of Moses (1) in the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament (2). The Torah was written approxi-
mately 1400 BC (3). Traditionally, the Torah is handwritten on a scroll by a “sofer” (scribe). 
This type of document is called a “Sefer Torah.” A modern printing of the Torah in book 
form is called a “Chumash” (related to the Hebrew word for the number 5). 
  
Here is a brief description of the five books of the Torah: 
  
Genesis (4): This first book of the Torah includes 50 chapters and covers the time period 
from the creation of all things to the time of Joseph's (5) death and burial. It includes the ac-
count of creation (6) (chapters 1—2), the beginning of human sin (7) (chapter 3), Noah 
and the Ark (8) (chapters 6—9), the Tower of Babel (9)(chapters 10—11), the lives of 
Abraham (10), Isaac (11), and Jacob (12), and an extended narrative of the life of Joseph. 
  
Exodus (13): This second book of the Torah includes 40 chapters and covers the period from 
Jewish slavery in Egypt until the glory of the Lord descended upon the completed tabernacle 
in the wilderness. It includes the birth of Moses, the plagues of Egypt (14), the exodus of the 
Jewish people from Egypt (15), the crossing of the Red Sea (16), and the giving of the Law to 
Moses upon Mount Sinai (17). 
  
Leviticus (18): This third book of the Torah includes 27 chapters and consists largely of the 
laws regarding sacrifices, offerings, and festivals (19) among the people of Israel (20). 
  
Numbers (21): This fourth book of the Torah includes 36 chapters and covers a span of 
about 40 years as the Israelites wandered in the wilderness (22). Numbers provides a census 
of the people of Israel and some details about their journey toward the Promised Land (23). 
  
Deuteronomy (24): This fifth book of the Torah includes 34 chapters and is called 
“Deuteronomy” based on a Greek word meaning “second law.” In the book, Moses repeats 
the Law for the new generation who would enter the Promised Land. Deuteronomy describes 
the transition of leadership sacerdotally (from Aaron (25) to his sons) and nationally (from 
Moses to Joshua (26)). 
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The Torah’s five books have formed the basis of Judaism’s teachings from the time of Moses. 
Later biblical writers, including Samuel (27), David (28), Isaiah (29), and Daniel (30), 
would frequently refer back to the Law’s teachings. The teachings of the Torah are frequent-
ly summarized by citing Deuteronomy 6:4–5, called the Shema (31) (or “saying”): “Hear, O 
Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your might.” Jesus (32) called this the “first and 
greatest commandment” (Matthew 22:36–38). 
  
The Torah is considered the inspired Word of God (33) by both Jews and Christians alike. 
Christians, however, see Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of the Messianic prophecies and be-
lieve the Law was fulfilled in Christ. Jesus taught, “Do not think that I have come to abolish 
the Law or the Prophets (34); I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them” (Matthew 
5:17). 
 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
  
The Summary narrative (a) offered herein has been published with permission (b) and no 
monetary gain is being sought. Footnotes within the narrative have been inserted by The 
Marion County Manna Project and re-direct to our webpages (unless otherwise noted) for 
additional spiritual insight and reflection. All bible verse references linked herein are cour-
tesy of Bible Gateway (d). 
  

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
  
If  you're seeking additional info about Christianity on a more personal level, consider visit-
ing a Christian Church here in Marion County (35). Introduce yourself  to members and ask 
to speak with someone to learn more about Jesus. Surrendering your life to Christ (36) (e) is 
the most rewarding, everlasting decision you'll ever make, and it's comforting to have some-
one guide you as you begin your new life as a child of the Most High! May God shower you 
with great favor in this endeavor! 
  

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
  

Footnotes, Page Credits and External Resources appear on pages 3 and 4. Consider printing 
and sharing the offered PDF narrative and other listed resources with family, friends and 
strangers alike for use in Bible Studies (37), Home/Church Faith Sharing Groups (38), Dis-
cipleship Encounters (39) and/or Personal Faith Enrichment! 
  
Modifications are welcome at goodnews@marionmannaproject.com. 
  

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
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PAGE CREDITS: 
  (a) "What is the Torah?", Got Questions Ministries, accessed November 6, 2020, 
https://www.gotquestions.org/what-is-the-Torah.html 
  
  (b) Copyright Policy, Got Questions Ministries, accessed January 11, 2020,   
https://www.gotquestions.org/about.html 
  
  (c) Videos, Milestones, Blogs & Poster, BibleProject, accessed September 29, 2020, 
https://www.bibleproject.com/terms/#use 
  
  (d) Bible Gateway, New International Version (NIV) Bible, accessed September 18, 2020, 
https://www.biblegateway.com/ 
  
EXTERNAL RESOURCES: 
  (e)  How Do I Convert to Christianity?, Got Questions Ministries, accessed January 12, 
2020, https://www.gotquestions.org/convert-to-Christianity.html 
  
  
  

  
This document has been generated for non-profit use. 

  
Feel free to re-produce and distribute without monetary gain. 

  
SPREAD JESUS. 
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