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Staff Changes for 2022-23 
Pre-K  Mrs. Christina Lopez joins Mrs. Cathy Miller 

Kindergarten Mrs. Sara Butterfield retiring; Mrs. Caris Roller takes over 

Fifth Grade Mrs. Kris Barnes doing administrative work and teaching math 

  New teacher not hired at press time 

Eighth Grade Mr. Greg Rader leaving for Cardinal Ritter High School 

  New teacher not hired at press time 

Physical Ed Mrs. Nahir Kesterson takes over for Mrs. Caris Roller 

High School Miss Brigid Hayes added to expanding staff 

Beloved Kindergarten Teacher Mrs. Butterfield Retires! 

By Evie Brown and Maria Bach 
  After 19 years of serving Lumen Christi, Mrs. Sara Butterfield has  
decided that she is retiring at the end of this school year — as of today! 
She has been teaching since 2003, when Lumen Christi was only in its 
second year, and that is longer than any other teacher. 
  "I am so grateful to have been a part of so many students' lives and feel 
incredibly blessed to have been with Lumen Christi for so long," she 
said. 
  Our current Art and P.E. teacher, Mrs. Caris Roller, will take on the job 
of teaching the kindergarteners in Mrs. Butterfield's place. Mrs. Roller 
will continue teaching art but stop teaching P.E., which will be taken 
over by Activities Director Mrs. Nahir Kesterson. 
  "I am thrilled that Mrs. Roller will be teaching the kindergarteners in 
the fall," Mrs. Butterfield said. "She will do a wonderful job!" 
  Headmaster Mr. Robert Collins commented, "Mrs. Butterfield will be 
sorely missed, but we wish her all the best in her well-earned retirement." 

  Mrs. Butterfield hopes to travel in her retirement and plans on volunteering — including at Lumen Christi. 
  “I do plan on helping out next school year with Hot Dog Day, and maybe subbing,” she said. 
  Besides being Lumen Christi's longtime kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Butterfield previously taught Indiana his-
tory at our school. She used to take those students on an overnight camping trip to Camp Tecumseh each year. 
  “I think I enjoyed it as much as or more than the students,” she said of the Camp Tecumseh trip. “My favorite 
memories all seem to revolve around field trips.”  
  Her favorite events have also included the All Saints Day Program and the Kindergarten Thanksgiving Feast. 
  Over the years, Mrs. Butterfield has seen Lumen Christi grow from a fledgling school with very few students 
into a very successful school with many students. She said she will miss “the wonderful sense of community 
we have and the day-to-day interaction with the kids.” 
  “Teaching a child to read is so incredibly awesome,” she said. “I will really miss watching the incoming kin-
dergarteners go from barely knowing their ABC’s to reading little stories. They are so sweet, and it’s inspiring  

to help them accomplish so 
much in such a short amount 
of time.” 
  Mrs. Butterfield said she 
also appreciates the families 
Lumen Christi attracts. 
  “I have loved getting to 
know so many truly wonder-
ful families,” she says, “and I 
really feel privileged to get to 
know them and be able to 
teach their children.”  
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Mrs. Roller Will Teach 
Kindergarten and Art 

By Adriana Elisea 
  Mrs. Caris Roller is officially going to be the kinder-
garten teacher for Lumen Christi Catholic School, re-
placing Mrs. Sara Butterfield, who is retiring! Mrs. Roll-
er will also continue to teach art classes at LCCS, but 
will not continue to teach gym classes; Mrs. Nahir Kes-
terson will take her place for gym. 
  “I enjoy teaching the younger grades because learning 
is delightful to them,” Mrs. Roller says. “It’s so exciting 
to see their eyes light up at every new discovery!”  
  Besides art and P.E., Mrs. Roller has taught first grade, 
has subbed for grades 1-5, and has taught kindergarten 
for two years by homeschooling her children, Moire and 
Jude. Last summer she completed training in the Catech-
esis of the Good Shepherd; it focuses on children ages  

 

students next year, so her help is really appreciated. 
  “After homeschooling my children for so many 
years, joining the staff at Lumen Christi allows me to 
continue being a part of my children's school day,” 
Mrs. Lopez said. “I am also excited to work with an 
amazing community of leaders and educators.” 
  Mrs. Lopez's teaching background started in high 
school in the cadet teaching program and then at  
IUPUI in the school of education. She home-schooled 
her children for eight years, and she has experience 
tutoring for six years with Catholic Schoolhouse, 
where she mostly taught students ages 6-8. She also 
operated a home school co-op with two other families 
and volunteered as a catechist in Sunday school. 
  Before becoming a stay-at-home mom and home-
school teacher, Mrs. Lopez worked at multiple  
doctors’ offices. 
  There are five Lopez children who will all be at 
LCCS next year: Abigail, a junior; David in eighth 
grade; James in sixth grade; Mary in first grade; and 
Clare in kindergarten. 
  The Lopez family attends Holy Rosary and enjoys 
the Latin mass; Mrs. Lopez has been Catholic her 
whole life. She and her husband Ryan have known 
each other since they were 8 years old, and they were 
high school sweethearts. 
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3-6 and their development needs.  
  “I’m so excited to get to know the 
children!” Mrs. Roller says. “I can’t wait to have sto-
ry time, arts and crafts time, and share the Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd with them.”  

Mrs. Lopez Joins Mrs. Miller in Expanding Pre-K 

By Cooper Olecki and O’Ryan Ingram 

  Starting next year, Mrs. Christina Lopez will be the 

new teacher’s aide in the pre-school class, assisting 

Mrs. Cathy Miller. The pre-school class will have 20  

Photo by Evinold 



 

 

Lumen Chr is t i  Cathol ic School  

Volume 7, Issue 12        May 2022 

.   

The Lumen Christi Student Newsletter 

New High School Teacher Was in Religious Life 

By David Lopez and Clare LeMark 
  The high school is getting a new 
teacher next year! Her name is Miss 
Brigid Hayes, who previously spent 
two years in religious life preparing 
to be a nun.  
  A graduate of Purdue University 
in nearby Lafayette, she will be 
teaching math, science,  
history, and religion. The high 
school staff is expanding because of 
increased enrollment. 
  “I heard about Lumen Christi from 
the Archdiocese of Indianapolis job 
openings page, which I had been 
scanning frequently after my deci-
sion to move back to Indiana in 
February,” Miss Hayes explained.  
  LCCS will be her first full-time 
teaching position. She most recent-
ly has been working at Holy Name 
Catholic Church in Steamboat 
Springs, Colorado, where she ran 
the Faith Formation program, 
taught First Communion and Con- 

firmation classes, and helped lead 
the middle school youth group.     
She previously was in religious life 
with the Dominican Sisters of  

 Mary Mother of the Eucharist in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan.   
  “I spent two years with the sisters, 
which formed a deep love of the Eu-
charist, Our Lady, and authentic 
Catholic education in my heart,” she 
said. “After discerning that the Lord 
was calling me to serve Him in the 
laity, I moved out to Colorado and 
have been serving His Church in 
Steamboat Springs.” 
    Miss Hayes was born and raised 
in the northeast corner of New Jer-
sey (15 miles outside of New York 
City), but her parents moved to Col-
orado while she was in college. She 
studied BioChem at Purdue and 
loved being there. She graduated in 
2018 with a bachelor's degree in  
science and is working toward a 
master’s degree.  
  Some of her favorite pastimes are 
biking, hiking, and playing the  
piano; Chopin and Ludovico Einaudi 
are her favorite composers.  

Mrs. Kesterson to Teach P.E. 

By Isaac Haywood 
  Next school year, Activities Director Mrs. Nahir Kesterson 
will be teaching P.E. for first grade through seventh grades. 
  “I loved P.E. when I was in school!” said Mrs. Kesterson. She 
explained that her classes were mostly outside because she grew 
up in Puerto Rico, where the weather is always temperate. 
  Mrs. Kesterson has worked at Lumen Christi as the activities 
director this year. She has also occasionally been a substitute 
teacher for various grades.   
  Mrs. Caris Roller was the previous P.E. teacher, as well as the 
art teacher. Next year, Mrs. Roller will be teaching kindergarten 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, as well as art on Tues-
days and Thursdays.  
  Mrs. Kesterson graduated from Purdue University, where she 
got a bachelor’s degree in science. She has two daughters at Lu-
men Christi: Anna is entering fourth grade, and Ella  is entering 
second grade.  Younger sister Emma will enter kindergarten in 
the fall.  
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By Catie Rosko and  
Nolan Denney 
  This year, the whole graduat-
ing class of Lumen Christi 
High School — Bella Brown, 
Annalise O’Daniel, and Jill 
Shewmaker — were all honor 
graduates.  
  The Lumen Christi High 
School graduation happened 
on Thursday, May 19th. It 
started with Mass at Holy Ro-
sary at 5:45, celebrated by Fr. 
Ryan McCarthy and Fr. Joseph 
Newton. The graduates and 
teachers processed in at the 
beginning of Mass in their caps 
and gowns. The teachers pro-
cessing included Mr. Joseph 
Brake, Mr. Tom Cope, Mrs. 
Sheryl Dye, Dr. Kevin 
Deardorf, Mr. Bob Collins, Dr. 
Mary Rose Collins, Mrs. Caris 
Roller, and Miss Jeanne Carr.  
  All three seniors were given 
their diplomas after Mass,  
followed by a blessing from  
Fr. McCarthy.   
  The graduates and their fami-
lies and friends then all went 
downstairs to Priori Hall for a 
catered Italian dinner that  
included fettuccini, salad, mo-
staccioli, spaghetti and meat-
balls, bread, and cake.  
  The seniors showed a picture slideshow of them 
throughout their lives. Mr. Brake gave a speech about 
how he would miss all of the seniors and then handed 
out gifts to the graduates. 
  “My favorite memory of my whole time being here is 
playing Long John Silver in the play (Treasure Island),” 
said Jill Shewmaker. “I’m very grateful for the time I 
have had at Lumen Christi. I’ve made so many memo-
ries that will last a lifetime!” 
    Annalise O’Daniel said, “I want to say thank you to 
the school and all the teachers. Goodbye to everyone!”  

 Photos 
 by 
 Catie 
 Rosko 
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Three Seniors Graduate with Honors 
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“Super Sub” Mrs. Jackson 

Fills in Wherever Needed 

 By Vivian O’Connor 
  Mrs. Amy Jackson, who is a lover of art, is known as 
the LCCS “Super Sub.” She has been a substitute 
teacher here at Lumen Christi Catholic School for the 
past year and a half.  
  She said that what she likes most about Lumen Christi 
is “the integrity of the faculty, staff, and parents in-
volved in the school’s Catholic mission.” 
  For Mrs. Jackson’s freshman and sophomore years of 
college, she attended The Columbus College of Art and 
Design in Columbus, Ohio, because she had decided to 
major in Illustration. While she was there, she discov-
ered oil painting, and decided to change her major from 
Illustration to Fine Art. She transferred to Herron 
School of Art in Indianapolis, Indiana. There, she met 
her husband and graduated in 2001 with a bachelor’s 
degree in fine art. 
  Mrs. Jackson has worked as a veterinary assistant, 
teacher, illustrator, muralist, designer, waitress, cook, 
and housepainter. 
  Mrs. Jackson has three daughters enrolled at Lumen 
Christi: Lucy, who will be entering seventh grade; 
Frances, who will be entering fifth grade; and Claire, 
who will be entering second grade. 
 

Mrs. Amy Jackson reviews lesson plans with second-

grade teacher Mrs. Shannon Denney. 

There is no substitute for an excellent substitute 
teacher like Mrs. Jackson! 

 What Is Your Favorite Subject and Why? 
  By David Lopez and O’Ryan Ingram 

   James Lopez (5th) - “I like science because of Mr. 

Cope.” 

    

Cyprian Lehner (4th) - “History because it’s fun.” 

    

Amelia Bach (5th) - “I like P.E. because Mrs. Roller 

is my favorite teacher.” 

    

Max Dowell (3rd) - “I like math because it's fun and 

we always play games.” 

 

   Clara O'Connor (5th) - “I like art because I love 

drawing.” 

Nolan Denney (7th) - “I like history because it's 

easy.” 

    

Cooper Olecki (8th) - "History, because it's  

interesting."  

    

Lillian G. (6th) - "Literature, because we read  

interesting books.'' 

    

Dylan Settles (2nd) - "Gym, because it's fun.” 

    

Isaac Haywood (8th) - "Literature, because I like 

to read."  
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Mrs. Dowell Leads and Cheers for Lumen Christi 

Photo by Anah Bowling 

By Adriana Elisea 
  Mrs. Stacey Dowell is the principal of Lumen Christ 

Catholic Elementary School and our school’s No. 1 
cheerleader – and when she was growing up she was an 
actual cheerleader for six years!  

  “My favorite parts about Lumen Christi are growing 
spiritually through teaching, being a part of a wonder-
ful faith-centered school, and getting to attend daily 

Mass,” she says. 
  Mrs. Dowell was born and raised in Terre Haute, Indi-
ana. She cheered at Otter Creek Middle School and at 

Terre Haute North High School. Mrs. Dowell loved the 
competitions in high school even though she says it 
was hard to prepare for them. Her cheer squad went to 

Kings Island to compete every year. 
  Mrs. Dowell attended Indiana State University and 
majored in elementary education with a computer liter-

acy endorsement. Before working at Lumen Christi, 
she taught in Atlanta for two years, at Curtis Wilson 
Primary School here in Indianapolis for five years, and 

has now been at Lumen Christi for eleven years. 
  She says she always wanted to teach at a Catholic 
school and felt like God called her to Lumen Christi. 

She also enrolled her three kids here – Makayla  
 

(entering 11th grade), Maximus (entering fourth 

grade), and Graham (entering second grade).  

  Her family belongs to Holy Rosary Catholic 

Church. Mrs. Dowell is a convert to Catholicism; she 

started to attend church in high school because of her 

husband, Josh. They met in high school and have 

been together ever since. 

  “His family’s strong faith was my inspiration in be-

coming Catholic,” she says. 

School Day Will Be 10 Minutes Longer Next Year 

By Sara Teipen and Allison Loiselle 

There will be some exciting new changes to the school 

schedule for next school year!  

  The school day will be 10 minutes longer. Fourth-

grade through eighth-grade will be getting five extra 

minutes added to lunch. And first through eighth grades 

will be eating lunch in Priori Hall. 

  “This will give teachers more free time and will help 

us contain garbage,” Headmaster Mr. Bob Collins said 

of the move to Priori Hall for lunch. 

  First period will start at 8:25 a.m. next year instead of 

8:15 a.m. to provide more time to finish Mass and walk 

to the school and prepare for first period. Dismissal will 

also be 10 minutes later, with pickup from 2:30 to 2:40 

p.m. The change does not add any class time to the day. 

  The change was necessitated because students were 

not getting to first period on time, which was taking 

time away from that class. The high school and grade 

school will now be aligned on the same schedule, 

with seven 40-minute class periods.  

  The extra time for lunch comes from fifth period, 

which had been longer for math classes for grades 

four through eight. The idea had been that the extra 

time was needed for math, but that has not turned out 

to be the case, Mr. Collins said. Eighth-grade students 

this semester launched a petition drive for a longer 

lunch, though the change had already been in the 

works. 

  “The change I like the best is moving back first peri-

od so we’re not in such a rush,” he said. 
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Comic by Lucy Motyka 

Italian Street Festival Needs Volunteers — Especially for Cleanup! 
By Philip Gallagher 

 Calling all volunteers! Help is needed for trash duty at the 37th annual Italian Street Festival. The festival 

sponsored by Holy Rosary Catholic Church will be held on June 10-ll, from 5-11 p.m. both nights.  

  Lumen Christi families are also called to volunteer for kitchen help, booth workers, setup crew, and most im-

portantly, trash pickup. With so many people eating and drinking, it is necessary for the festival to be held in a 

sanitary fashion. 

  Volunteers can sign up at www.indyitalianfest.org/volunteer  
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** The Shrine of St. Joseph in St. Louis, Mis-
souri 
** The Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis in St. 
Louis 

   
The students also went to a baseball game in Bir-
mingham, Alabama, and a zoo in St. Louis. And they 
feasted on street tacos in Memphis. 
  “I liked the Ave Maria Grotto,” said freshman Avi-
ana Crossey.“ It was gorgeous.” 
  The High School students said they had a great time 
this year and are definitely excited for next year’s 
pilgrimage. 

.   
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High School Pilgrimage Visits Churches and Shrines 

By Vivian O’Connor 
  Lumen Christi High School students went on a pilgrim-
age earlier this month to visit numerous shrines and 
churches in three different states: Alabama, Missouri, 
and Tennessee. They were gone from May 2-6. 
  The pilgrimage was led by High School principal Mr. 
Joseph Brake. Volunteer parents helped out with trans-
portation and chaperoning. 
 
  The High School students visited: 

** The Shrine of the Most Blessed Sacrament in 
Hanceville, Alabama 
** The Ave Maria Grotto in Cullman, Alabama 
** The Shrine of St. Martin de Porres in Memphis, 
Tennessee 
** St. Peter’s Church in Memphis 

 

 Upcoming 
 Events, 

 Including 
 Next Year 

By Blake Brush 
 
May 27 (Today): 
Last Day of 
School!!!! 
 
June: 
10 - 11: Italian Fest 
 
August: 
17 - 19: Faculty 
Meeting 
17 - 19: High school 
health course 
20: Back to School 
Picnic 
22: First Day of 
School 
30: Back to School 
Night 

Drawing by Ellie Richert 

       School’s Out for Summer! 


