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LCCS Seniors Say They Are Prepared for the Future 

Annalise O’Daniel 
“Because of Lumen Christi, I have 

a stronger faith and a great 

education which will carry me 

through college and life.” 

Plans for next year: 

Trine University 

Possible major: 

Civil Engineering 

Current career goal: 

Civil engineer building bridges 

At Lumen Christi since: 

Ninth grade 

Other interesting facts: 

Annalise likes to draw, read, 

and work on cars. Her favorite 

subjects are calculus and 

chemistry. 

 

By Cooper Olecki 

Photo by Catie Rosko 

Jill Shewmaker 

"Lumen Christi has prepared me for 

the future with its difficult curricu-

lum and the fact that it is  

academically as well as morally 

challenging."  

Plans for next year: 

Ball State University 

Possible major: 

Communications 

Current career goal: 

“My long-term goal is to become a 

well-rounded person.” 

At Lumen Christi since: 

Ninth grade 

Other interesting facts: 

Her mom is our first-grade teacher.  

Sister Avery graduated in 2020; 

two brothers attend now. 

By Evie Brown 

Bella Brown 

“Lumen Christi has prepared me 

for college and brought me closer 

to my faith.”  

Plans for next year: 

University of Dallas 

Possible major: 

English 

Current career goal: 

Doctor 

At Lumen Christi since: 

Tenth grade 

Other interesting facts: 

Siblings Leo, Evie, Clement,  

Charlotte and Blaise all attend  

Lumen Christi. 
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By Evie Brown and Lucy Motyka 

Fourth-grader Madeline Fussner, the youngest contest-

ant, won the 14th annual Lumen Christi Geography Bee 

recently. In second place was fifth-grader Lydia 

Loiselle. 

    "I was nervous at first but when I got up to the stage I 

felt excited because I knew I was going to have a good 

time, '' Lydia said. "The state questions were easy but 

the last one I blanked out because I got nervous and it 

wasn't about America." 

  Madeline was not available for comment because she 

currently is home-schooling.   

  The Bee was held in Priori Hall on March 25. High 

school health teacher Mrs. Jeanne Carr conducted the  

 

competition. To get into the Geography Bee, students 

in grades 4-8 take a written test; if they get a high 

enough score, they go up on the stage and answer 

questions read off to them by Mrs. Carr. 

  This year, Lumen Christi had 11 students compete: 

Andrew Denney, Nolan Denney, Madilyn Fussner, 

Philip Gallagher, Isaac Haywood, Lydia Loiselle, 

David Lopez, Lucy Motyka, Clare O’Connor, Vivian 

O’Connor, and Cooper Olecki. 

  Normally, the National Geographic Society hosts an 

annual National Geography Bee that Lumen Christi 

would participate in. However, there wasn't a  

National Bee this year, so LCCS hosted its own.  
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Young Contestants 1st and 2nd in Geography Bee 

 Photos by Adriana Elisea and Ellie Richert 
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Lumen Christi Goes Wild for St. Patrick! Most LCCS students wore green on St. Patrick’s Day recently, and 

Mrs. Grande’s third grade led the party with cupcakes, candy, and cards about St. Patrick himself. 

What Are Our 8th-Graders Doing Next Year? 

By Catie Rosko 

This year, the Lumen Christi eighth-graders will  

graduate on May 26, 2022. Here are the eighth-graders’ 

plans for next year:  
 

 Ellie Richert is going to Roncalli High School. 

 Anah Bowling, Evie Brown, Isaac Haywood, 

and Cooper Olecki are going to Lumen Christi 

High School. 

 Clare LeMark and Allison Loiselle are plan-

ning on attending Bishop Chatard High 

School. 

 Catie Rosko has not made a final decision 

regarding where she will attend high school. 

 

  Eighth-grader Ellie Richert said, “I’m happy to 

have some new opportunities for next year!” 
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Sound effects … were controlled by a computer  

program called Qlab, which is designed to easily con-

trol lighting and sound from a laptop. 

  Props and costume parts … were borrowed from 

the stage departments of Scecina Memorial High 

School and Marion University.  

  The production itself … was hosted yet again by 

McGowan Hall, owned by the Knights of Columbus. 

  The set … was ingeniously built by Mr. Joseph 

Lehner, featuring the “stockade” and “below decks,” 

along with a cute steering wheel for the “Hispaniola.”  

  The spotlight … was run by eighth-grader Anah 

Bowling. 

  The sound effects … were controlled by eighth-

grader Ellie Richert. 

  The stage manager … was Cindy Gallagher. 
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Behind the Scenes During Treasure Island 

By Philip Gallagher 

More than 200 people had a raucous good time during 

the March 18 performance of Treasure Island by Lu-

men Christi students. While they got to see dozens of 

actors cavort about the stage — and in front of the 

stage within inches of the audience — they didn’t know 

what has happening off-stage. Here is the scoop on 

Treasure Island behind the scenes:  

  The script … was written by our director, Mrs. Julie 

Lehner. Using the original edition of the book and  

several stage adaptations of the story, she created an 

exciting, funny, nail-biting show.  

  The lighting … was rented from Indystage rentals, an 

Indianapolis-based stage equipment company. The 

company rents anything — from spotlights to fog mak-

ers, or even a snow machine!    

  The body microphones and speakers … were bor-

rowed from and operated by Bob Evanich. 
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Treasure 

Island 

Photos by 

Adriana 

Elisea 

and 

Sean  

Gallagher 
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By Adriana Elisea and Allison Loiselle 

  A dog finds dark sunglasses that turn everything dark. 

He then goes around to all his animal friends thinking 

it’s nighttime. The dog finally realizes that it was the 

sunglasses that were making everything dark. 

  It’s a silly story from a second-grade reader that  

Lumen Christi turned into a puppet show that was pre-

sented to the school earlier this school year. Principal 

Stacey Dowell has been doing puppet shows with  

second-graders for 13 years. The students create their 

own puppets out of paper bags and other materials. 

  “I love watching them from the beginning to the end, 

when they finally present it to the school,” Mrs. Dowell 

said. “Their voices become louder, and they learn how 

to use puppets through the process. I’m so proud of all 

the hard work they put into the puppet show to make it 

such a success!” 

Dog Learns Hazards of Wearing Sunglasses During Day 

  Sofia Cazares portrayed the White Cat, Grace 

Grimm was Peggy the Pig, Thomas Motyka was the 

Horse, Reagan Wells was the Dog, Eva Meyer was 

Betty the bunny, Zachariah G. was the Duck, Colin 

Gallagher was the cow, and Fulton Wenzel, Aitor 

Alanis, and Dylan Settles were narrators.  

 

 
April 20: 9th-Grade Confessions 

April 21: 8th-Grade Confessions;  

6th Grade to St. Anthony  & Holy 

Trinity Food Pantry 9:05-11:15 

a.m.;  Faculty Meeting with Early  

Dismissal at 1 p.m.  

April 27: 7th-Grade Confessions  

& Hot Dog Day 

April 28: 6th-Grade Confessions  

May 1: Annual Light in the City 

Dinner 

May 2-6: High School  

Pilgrimage 

May 10: Pizza Day 

May 13: Spirit Wear Day 

May 19: High School Graduation 

Upcoming Events 
By Maria Bach and  

Vincent Williams 

April 15: Good Friday,  

NO SCHOOL  

April 17: Easter Sunday 

April 18: Easter Monday,  

NO SCHOOL  
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Cartoon by Blake Brush 

Rant: We Need More  

Time to Eat Our Lunch! 

By Catie Rosko 

  One of the biggest complaints about Lumen Christi is 

not having enough time to eat lunch. We only get 20 

minutes. But usually it ends up being 10-15 minutes 

because of having to come back upstairs from recess. 

Lunch is basically shorter than Ellie Richert! 

  Having a longer lunch period could increase healthier 

diets for students and a better outcome in school. To 

make a longer lunch period, we could take off five  

minutes of math class, which follows lunch and for 

some reason is longer than our other classes. Most 

classes don’t really use those five extra minutes  

anyway.  

  The eighth-graders have been circulating a petition 

asking for a longer lunch hour. That’s a Constitutional 

right, you know: “Redress of grievances.” We learn 

about that in history class … before lunch.  

 

What does Easter mean to you?  

Peter LeMark, 4th grade: “When Jesus 

was resurrected.” 

Nolan Denney, 7th grade: “The glory and 

resurrection of Jesus.” 

Mrs. Marie Mascari, school secretary: 

“Sacrificing the things I like, and saying 

special prayers.” 

Mrs. Emma Grande, 3rd-grade teacher: 

“Easter means to me a new beginning and 

spring has sprung!” 

What do you like about Easter? 

Gianna Wenzel, 1st grade: “I like decorat-

ing eggs.” 

Graham Dowell, 1st grade: “I like getting 

candy from the Easter bunny.” 

Richard Walden, kindergarten: “I like 

hunting for Easter eggs.” 

By O’Ryan Ingram and David Lopez 
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“In a Way, Anyone Working for the CIA Is a Spy!” 
How did you happen to work at the CIA? I worked at the CIA after my first five years of teaching high 

school. I thought I would try something different in the world of international relations or geography.  

What years were you there?  1986-1990 

What was it like?  In my time at the agency, it was a very patriotic, serious, mission-driven department of the 

U.S. government. We were in the Cold War and used all different kinds of intelligence to protect our nation, 

mostly from the Soviet Union.  

You started as an "imagery analyst." What’s that?  This kind of intelligence analyst researches a geographic 

area using satellite images from space. These images are digitally transmitted to ground stations and viewed by 

analysts using a magnifying instrument called a stereoscope. I found the day-to-day operations tedious, and went 

to the training division. Being a teacher of newly hired college graduates suited me much better. 

 Were you a spy?  In a way, anyone working for the CIA is a spy — to protect the United States, we need  

intelligence of what other countries are doing. In the CIA, you are classified as either an “overt” employee — 

their work (like mine) is in the open — or a “covert” employee, who has a secret cover identity and his/her  

connection with the Agency is secret. I was an overt employee. 

Mrs. Collins: From the CIA to Lumen Christi 
By Cooper Olecki 

  Mrs. Mary Rose Collins, who formerly worked for the 

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), teaches British  

literature (English 12) and theology at Lumen Christi 

High School. 

  “I loved the impact our school has had for my own 

two children,” says Mrs. Collins, who has been teach-

ing at Lumen Christi since 2005. “To see the growth in 

our high school students is the best, and keeps me  

coming back!” 

  Mrs. Collins has been a teacher since 1980. She was 

full-time at Lumen Christi from 2005 until 2020, and 

now teaches part-time. She met Headmaster Mr. Bob 

Collins while they were teachers at a big Catholic High 

School in Stamford, Connecticut.  They have been  

married for 31 years and attend Holy Rosary parish. 

  Mrs. Collins was a military child and grew up on 

Navy and Marine Corps bases all over the South. She 

graduated from Indian River High School in Chesa-

peake, Virginia, and from Mars Hill College in North 

Carolina with a bachelor’s degree in history. She went 

on to get a master’s degree in history from the Univer-

sity of Maryland — and much later another master’s 

degree from Xavier University in Cincinnati. In 2016, 

she received a doctorate in theology from the Graduate  

Theological Foundation and Oxford University. 

 At the CIA she worked as an imagery analyst and a 

training instructor. See the Q&A for more. 

             Photo by  Adriana Elisea 


