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Science Fair Experiments Amaze LCCS! 
By Catie Rosko 

Students in grades 7 and 8 

produced some amazing ex-

periments that were on dis-

play in Priori Hall last week 

in the annual Science Fair.  

  Winner Lucy Motyka ana-

lyzed various carpet-cleaning 

solutions — proving that a 

simple combination of vine-

gar and baking soda is better 

than expensive store-bought 

cleaners! “I’m surprised I 

won!” Lucy said. 

  Second-place winner Vin-

cent Williams analyzed the 

force necessary to smash a 

K-truss bridge he had spent  

hours building 

using tongue 

depressors.  

Third-place 

winner Vivian 

O’Connor ana-

lyzed preserv-

ing apples.  

  The event 

was organized 

by teachers 

Christina Kolb 

and Julie 

Chadwick. The 

judges were 

Rob Roller and 

Molly Harde-

beck. 
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Lumen Christi Students March for Life in Indy and D.C. 

By Cooper Olecki 

  On January 24th, LCCS students in fifth through eighth 

grades attended the March for Life in Indianapolis, just a 

few days after the high school students marched for life 

in Washington, D.C.  

  “I think the March for Life is a great way to be a voice 

for the unborn babies,” commented eighth-grader Isaac 

Haywood. 

 The students protested on the weekend of the 49th anni-

versary of Roe v. Wade, the Supreme Court case that 

legalized abortion nationwide. Starting on Georgia 

Street in Indianapolis, the students marched around the 

Soldiers and Sailors monument and ended up at the 

State Capitol building. They stayed for a rally on the 

steps of the Capitol building before walking back to 

school in the cold. 

  The high school students marched in D.C. on Jan. 21.     
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Rehearsals Begin for Treasure Island 
By Philip Gallagher 

  Rehearsals have begun for Lu-

men Christi’s annual play that will 

be performed on March 18..  

  Our great new drama teacher, 

Mrs. Julie Lehner, is excited to 

start practicing. She says that  

Treasure Island, a story of pirates 

and treasure, is “super fun to do 

and watch.” 

   “We have 19 people in the play; 

it’s not too big, and not too small,” 

says Mrs. Lehner, who has been 

working in the theatrical business 

for 17 years. 

  The actors who are making the 

show possible include Nolan 

Denney as Jim, Abigail Lopez as 

Mrs. Hawkins, Isabella Brown as 

Billy Bones and Capt. Smollet, 

Raphael Gallagher as Mr. Hawkins 

and Ben Gunn, Annalise O’Daniel  

as Squire Trelawney, Leo Brown 

as Dr. Livesey, Sophia Denney 

as Tom Redruth and George 

Merry, Olivia Smith as John 

Hunter, Clarissa Ocampo as 

Abraham Gray, Philip Gallagher 

as Mr. Arrow and Delbert Rigg, 

Jill Shewmaker as Long John 

Silver, Aviana Crossey as Blind 

Pew and Israel Hands, Brogan 

Crossey as Black Dog, Vivian 

O’Connor as Job Anderson, Ben 

Shewmaker as Harry Salem, 

Arielle Richert as Tom Morgan, 

David Lopez as Dirk O’Brien 

and Conroy, Charlotte Brown as 

The Bell-Ringing Lad and Ham 

Bartley, and Hazel O’Connor as 

Dick Johnson, Capt. Flint, and a 

Parrot.    
                      Photos by Evie Brown 
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By Isaac Haywood 

  This year Lumen Christi will be hosting its annual 

Shakespeare Contest on Feb. 24. Grades 7-12 will be 

participating in this contest. 

  Mrs. Patrice McCarthy is helping the seventh and 

eighth grade practice their Shakespeare pieces prior to 

the contest. Winners last year were first place Jill Shew-

maker (senior), second place Isabella Brown (senior), 

and third place Mary Motyka (eighth grade). 

  Studying Shakespeare is part of Lumen Christi’s Clas-

sical Education. 

.   
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Mrs. Richert Is a Mom, a 

Teacher, and a Clown! 

By Vivian O’Connor 

  Not only is Mrs. Beth Richert the fourth-grade teacher 

at Lumen Christi Catholic School, but she used to be a 

clown! While that was a lot of fun, she prefers teaching 

at our school. 

  “I like that the Catholic Faith is incorporated in every-

thing we do,” she says.  

Mrs. Richert attended Indiana University and received 

her bachelor of arts degree in elementary education. 

She worked as a special education resource aide and 

substituted at many elementary schools. She also 

worked at The Children’s Museum as a full-time edu-

cator. 

  She left full-time work to raise her kids and 

homeschool them. At one point she went to a circus 

clown camp and then worked at birthday parties and 

other events for the company Family Entertainment. 

She often performed her tricks, like juggling, for her 

classes. 

  When Mrs. Richert enrolled her children at Lumen 

Christi, she decided to apply for a job so she could be 

with her kids. Mrs. Richert said she loves teaching at 

Lumen Christi and hopes to inspire her students to be 

enthusiastic about learning. 

          Photo by Sara Teipen 

Students Are Memorizing  

Shakespeare Monologues 

Upcoming Events 
 
  February 4 - Student-Faculty Volleyball game 
  February 8 - Pizza Day 
  February 11- Spirit Wear Day 
  February 12 - Family Night 
  February 21- Presidents Day, no school 
  February 23 - Hot Dog Day 
  February 24 - Shakespeare Contest  
  March 1 - Fat Tuesday Pizza Day 
  March 2 - Ash Wednesday 
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Look Out! Mr. Cope 

Is At It Again!!! 

Mr. Cope visited the third-grade classroom recently and 

shocked the students by producing “smoke” using dry 

ice. When he dipped a block of dry ice into a bucket of 

water, the dry ice began steaming — converting di-

rectly from a solid to a gas without becoming a liquid 

first. The heavier-than-air dry ice vapor traveled along 

the floor when Mr. Cope tipped the bucket. The third-

graders thought it was cool and scary at the same time. 

Mrs. Dye Loves 

Teaching Latin at 

Lumen Christi 
By Maria Bach 

Mrs. Sheryl Dye is Lumen Christi’s Latin and 

Apologetics teacher. 

   “My favorite part about teaching here at Lumen 

Christi,” says Mrs. Dye, “is being able to freely and 

faithfully talk about the faith in everything we do. I 

also love the kids!” 

 Mrs. Dye grew up in South Bend, Indiana, as a Lu-

theran, and then converted to Catholicism in 2001. 

She went to college at Butler University and ma-

jored in psychology and in social work. After five 

years as a children’s therapist, she left the work-

force to stay home with her children. 

 “During this time, I began substitute teaching and 

fell in love with the profession,” she says.   

Mrs. Dye earned her teaching certificate through 

the Ball State Transition to Teaching program. She 

spent eight years as a fourth-grade teacher at St. 

Maria Goretti in Westfield. 

  Mrs. Dye had been looking for a part-time job 

when she heard about Lumen Christi Catholic 

School through a Holy Rosary parishioner. We’re 

glad she did! 
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By Lucy Motyka 

  On January 12, 2022, the 5th-8th 

grades had their first volleyball 

practice of the season; Lumen Christi is sporting two 

teams this season! This year is the second year for hav-

ing a 7th-8th grade team and the first year for having a 

5th-6th grade team.  

  The coach for the 5th-6th team is Cara Bach, with as-

sistant coach, Victoria Bach. The coach for the 7th-8th 

team is Heather Wilson.  

  “I am most excited to teach the girls the game I love to 

play,” said Heather Wilson.  

  The 7th-8th team still needs an assistant coach, so if 

any parents could volunteer that would be appreciated. 

The practices are every Wednesday from 2:30p.m.-

4:00p.m.  

  The 5th-6th team just had their first game against St. 

Christopher yesterday, February 3. They will be having 

games on February 10 against OL Lourdes at the CYO 

Center, on February 12 against Little Flower at the Little 

Flower Gym, on February 15 against St. Charles at the 

CYO Center, on February 23 against Ss. Francis and  

                                                           

Clare at the Ss. Francis and Clare Gym, on February 

26 against St. Christopher at the St. Christopher 

Gym, and on March 3 against St. Matthew at the 

Central Catholic Gym.  

  The 7th -8th-grade team had their first game on Feb-

ruary 2 against St. Mark. They will be having games 

on February 5 against St. Thomas Aquinas at the St. 

Thomas Aquinas Gym, on February 9 against Nativ-

ity at the Nativity Gym, on February 12 against St. 

Anthony at the CYO Center, and on February 16 

against St. Monica at the St. Monica Gym. Unfortu-

nately, the 7th-8th-team will be missing their games 

against OL Lourdes and Cardinal Ritter Jr. due to 

Confirmation classes.  

  The students are very excited to have volleyball 

teams this year, and they can’t wait for all their 

games to come. Go Saints! 
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Two Teams 

Playing 

Volleyball! 

LCCS Family Night Includes Bingo, Pizza, and Lots of Fun! 

By Anah Bowling 

  Family night is coming February 12 and it will be full 

of many activities, including bingo, pizza, and an art 

show featuring the art students of Mrs. Caris Roller.   

  “I'm so hyped to play bingo!” says Ellie Richert. “I'm 

going to demolish these grandmas!” 

Families bring trinkets, gently used toys, and other 

items to use as prizes. Students help call the games. 

  Families can order pizza ahead of time with a form 

to be turned in by Feb. 10. The popular event is usu-

ally completely packed.  
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By David Lopez  

The Lumen Christi Saints middle school 

and high school basketball teams completed 

their seasons recently, with the middle 

school team finishing with a winning record 

and winning a tournament game for the first 

time in six seasons. 

  The Saints upset the Our Lady of Grace 

Eagles, 24-14, in the first round of the tour-

nament. Their season then ended with a loss 

in the second round to St. Pius, 24-9. 

  At the end of the regular season, the Saints 

won two close games. Against the Cardinal 

Ritter Junior High Raiders on Jan. 23, the 

Saints were leading most of the game, with a number of 

ties, and eventually won, 27-16. Against the St. Francis 

and Clare Wolves on Jan. 15, the Saints were losing for 

most of the game until they made an amazing comeback  

. to win, 35-30. 

  The high school Saints (pictured) were in their first 

year and played competitively throughout a tough 

season. 

 Puppet 

Show! 

 

Mrs. 
Denney’s sec-
ond-grade 
class put on a 
funny puppet 
show for other 
young stu-
dents at 
LCCS, using 
hand-made 
puppets to tell 
the story of a 
dog wearing 
sunglasses 
who thought it 
was night 
time. 
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Middle School 

Saints Get Win 

in Tournament 
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These Are a Few of Our Favorite Things … 

About Lumen Christi Catholic School 

By Adriana Elisea and Sara Teipen 

As the famous song from the classic musical Sound of 

Music says, it’s always a good idea to make a list of our 

favorite things. Here are quotes from Lumen Christi 

students about their favorite thing about LCCS. 

Jill Shewmaker (12th grade):  “I love that you can tell 

the teachers genuinely care about the students and their 

well-being, and I love that all the students are easily 

able to become close friends.” 

Sara Gurdian (6th grade): “I like how we have clubs 

and sports and after-school things that are fun to do.”  

Lucy Motyka (7th grade): “My favorite part is the 

Catholic teaching because my sister said that she’s 

learning about the Holy Trinity and she’s in high 

school. It makes me grateful that I know so much more 

about the faith than people who go to public schools.”  

Clare LeMark (8th grade) :“I like how we get two 

lockers.” 

Fulton Wenzel (2nd grade):”My favorite thing about 

Lumen Christi is meeting new friends.” 

Philip Gallagher (7th grade): “I like the different as-

pects in history class.” 

Alice Haywood (6th grade): “My favorite thing about  

Lumen Christi is small classes.” 

Adriana Elisea (7th grade) :“I like that Lumen 

Christi has fun celebrations for some of the saints’ 

feast days.” 

Caleb Anaya (Pre-K): “I like playing with the Blue 

Raptor dinosaur!” 

Maria Bach (7th grade): “I like how Lumen Christi 

is faith-based and that we go to mass every day!” 

Leo Brown (10th grade): “My favorite part about 

Lumen Christi is the ability that the teachers have to 

help the students succeed in class on a one-to-one 

level.” 

Vivian O’Connor (7th grade): “My favorite part 

about Lumen Christi is that they have pizza and hot 

dog days.”  

Arielle Richert (10th grade): “I like how they include 

Christ in the teachings and how we get to go to differ-

ent places to study or hang out!” 

O’Ryan Ingram (7th grade) : “I like how we have 

recess and seven periods.” 

Anah Bowling (8th grade): “I like that it’s easy to 

talk to people and I feel comfortable because every-

one is so nice here!”  


