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Students Raise $2,500 Selling Chocolate  

By Vivian O’Connor and 

Allison Loiselle 

  Everybody loves choco-

late! And that’s a good 

thing for Lumen Christi, 

because this year students 

raised a whopping $2,500 

plus in the annual fund-

raiser by selling chocolate 

bars to friends, family, and 

neighbors. 

  “That’s quite a bit more 

than usual,” said a happy 

headmaster, Mr. Bob 

Collins. "The candy sale is 

a good way to raise money 

for Lumen Christi from 

people outside our school 

community. The chocolate 

bars are a good product — 

and quite a few students 

enjoy selling them.” 

  The LeMark family (students Clare and Peter) were 

the top sellers, with the Loiselle family (students Al-

lison and Lydia) second. The LeMarks won a one-

pound chocolate bar and $10 for selling the most, 

while the Loiselles won a one-one-pound chocolate 

bar and $5 for selling the second most. The winner 

of the drawing for the five-pound chocolate bar was 

second-grader Aitor Alanis, who sold two boxes of 

chocolate. 

  Each September students sell the chocolate bars to 

raise money for the school. This year’s chocolate 

sale went from Sept. 14 to Sept. 30.  

  Each box has 60 candy bars, and each candy bar 

sells for $1. There are six flavors: Milk Chocolate, 

Dark Chocolate, Caramel, Wafer Crisp, Almond, 

and Wafer.  

“The Dark Chocolate is the best,” said seventh-grader 

Lucy Motyka. 

  The money raised is used to pay school expenses, and 

the school usually raises about $1,500 dollars from the 

sale, though it raised about $2,000 last year. As the 

school has grown, the proceeds have increased; this 

year the school has the largest enrollment ever.  

  The sales have been going on for about a decade; Lu-

men Christi has been working with World’s Finest 

Chocolate for the past several years. 

  Lumen Christi principal Mrs. Stacey Dowell said that 

“the children enjoy selling — and indulging — in the 

chocolate.”  

  Said one Lumen Christi student who has several sib-

lings who also attend the school: “We ate ours  within 

three days.”  
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Eighth-graders Heading for Kentucky During Fall Break  

Isaac Haywood 

  This fall break, the eighth grade will be going on a 

three-day trip to Kentucky. The students will be attend-

ing Mass at a parish with unique relics and visiting a 

museum about Abraham Lincoln. They will also be ex-

ploring Mammoth Cave and visiting several different 

historical sites. 

  Eighth-grade teacher Mr. Greg Rader, who will be  

chaperoning the trip, said, “It is trying to combine 

fun and unique experiences.” 

  This year’s trip is being planned by Mrs. Nahir 

Kesterson, Lumen Christi’s new activities coordina-

tor, with input from staff and administration. The 

eighth grade will leave on the 13th of October and 

get back on the 16th. Last year, the eighth grade 

went to Pennsylvania for 3 days. 

Featured Teacher:  

Mrs. Roller Teaches Art and P.E. with a Smile  

By Maria Bach 

  Mrs. Caris Roller, the Lumen Christi 

art and P.E. teacher who is known for 

her ready smile, has been teaching 

here for the past 18 years!  

  Mrs. Roller has taught P.E. for 3 

years, art for going on 18 years, and 

religion.  

  “I enjoy the students; I love the arts 

and the physical activity for the de-

velopment of the youth,” Mrs. Roller 

said of why she likes teaching at Lu-

men Christi. “My goal is to help my 

students gain artistic skill so that they 

feel enough confidence to express 

themselves and brave enough to make 

mistakes and work through them.” 

  She grew up in a small town in 

northern Indiana called LaGrange. 

Mrs. Roller went to college at the 

Indiana University Herron School Of Art here in Indy, 

and majored in ceramics. She did track and gymnastics 

in high school and in college. 

“I wanted to become an art teacher because I love to 

make beautiful art and I love creating things to share 

the love with,” she says.  

  She enjoys making little shrines for herself and creat-

ing watercolor paintings. She also likes to make art for 

special occasions, whether happy or sad.  

  One of Mrs. Roller’s favorite artists is William Ad-

olph Bouguereau, a French painter from the 1800s. 

Her favorite Saint is St. Joseph, because as a little girl  

she had — and still does have — a special devotion 

to him. 

  Mrs. Roller has been a gymnastics coach for many 

years; she currently is rehabilitating from hip re-

placement surgery. 

  Mrs. Roller and her husband Rob have two chil-

dren: Moire, age 17; and Jude, age 9. Both Moire 

and Jude are homeschooled, and Moire takes credit 

classes at Marian University. 

  The Rollers are members of the Holy Rosary par-

ish, and Mrs. Roller arranges flowers for the 

church. 

Photo by Evie Brown 
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Earth Science Students Go Fossil Hunting 

By Clare LeMark 

  Students from the sixth grade and the high school 

went on a fossil-hunting trip to southern Indiana re-

cently.  “It was fun to find the fossils!” said sixth-

grader Addie Olecki. 

  The field trip was on September 17. Mrs. Christina 

Kolb's sixth-grade class and Mr. Tom Cope’s freshman  

and sophomore science students — all of whom are 

studying earth science — went to the banks of the 

Ohio River on the excursion. In addition to looking 

for fossils, they walked on a pedestrian bridge across 

the border to Kentucky and also visited the Falls of 

Ohio Museum. 

  “It was a great Earth Science learning experience,” 

Mrs. Kolb said. “It was fun; it was a really nice day.”  
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Spirit Wear Days Bring a Smile! 

Spirit Wear Days are always fun at Lumen Christi. The students get to shed their regular uniforms and instead 

wear shirts celebrating their school. The celebrations happen about once a month; the first Spirit Wear Day of 

the year was Sept. 17. Smile on!  

Photos by Blake Brush and Evie Brown 
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Holy Rosary Church Is Getting a Face-Lift  

By Philip Gallagher 

  Tuck-pointing is the replacement of the mortar from 

the bricks of a wall or chimney. This needs to be done 

about every 100 years in a well-built brick building. 

The Holy Rosary church building was built in 1909, 

making it due for a good tuck-pointing, and the project 

will begin soon. The estimated cost of the work is 

$1,525,000. The project is being financed from the Ital- 

ian Street Festival and through Sunday collections.  

The areas that will be tuck-pointed include the 

north wall of the church and rectory, the west and 

east bell towers, and several church facades.  

  Father Ryan McCarthy, pastor of Holy Rosary 

Church, hopes the workers can start “as soon as 

they can.” He said it is important to have the work 

done “so the church will remain standing.”  

Mrs. Kesterson Is the New Activities Coordinator  

By  Lucy Motyka 

  This year, Lumen Christi has a new activities coordi-

nator, Nahir Kesterson! As the activities coordinator, 

she coordinates most of the activities here at Lumen 

Christi throughout the school year. She helped organize 

who would bring what food for the back-to-school pic-

nic, and she helps organize parent volunteers for Hot 

Dog Day and Pizza Day! Mrs. Kesterson is also helping 

plan activities for Vocations Awareness Week from 

November 8-12. 

  She usually comes to the school once a week, but 

sometimes more when needed. Mrs. Kesterson’s favor-

ite thing about working at Lumen Christi is how the 

staff, parents, and students are so close to one another.  

“It feels like one big family with a common theme, 

which is our Catholic faith,” she says.  

  Mrs. Kesterson is originally from Puerto Rico. In the 

past, she has worked with the U.S. Forest Service, the 

Indiana Department of Environmental Management, 

and the Florida Department of Environmental Protec-

tion, where she coordinated and gave different presen-

tations and student activities. She graduated from Pur-

due University, where she got a bachelor’s degree  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

in science. 

  Mrs. Kesterson has two daughters who attend Lu-

men Christi: Anna is in third grade, and Ella  is in 

first grade.  

  Welcome to the school, Mrs. Kesterson! 

Students Honor St. Michael with a Mass, Prayer, and Cake 

By Cooper Olecki 

  St. Michael, to whom we pray for our police officers 

every Wednesday, had his feast day on September 29th. 

On this special day, also known as Michaelmas, fifth 

through eighth grades sang Mass in Latin. 

  “St. Michael is an important saint for us because of 

the battle against evil and our special devotion to St. 

Michael for the safety and protection of police  

officers,” said Headmaster Mr. Bob Collins. 

  Lumen Christi has been honoring St. Michael with a 

plaque that stands proudly next to the front office, 

and Lumen Christi has been praying to St. Michael 

for the past five years.  

  On this feast day, the students enjoyed angel food 

cake and lots of fruits.  
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Whether It’s Acting, Playing Ball, or Jumping in Leaves,  

Lumen Christi Students Know How to Have a Good Time ... 

Lumen Christi students do accept the consequences of their actions (sometimes with mumbling). Comic by Nolan Denney 
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Girls Volleyball Team Has Another Successful Season 

By Sara Teipen and Ellie Richert 

  The Lumen Christi girls high school volleyball team 

has already seen a lot of action this year. The regular 

season ended on September 22, with a tournament the 

following weekend. 

  This is Lumen Christi’s 5th year for girls high school 

volleyball. Most of the high school girls participate, 

creating a memorable learning and bonding experience 

for the Saints.  

  The LCCS volleyball team practiced two to three 

times a week, with meets on Saturdays and Sundays. A 

typical practice involved doing drills and scrimmages.  

  Inspiring and leading the young ladies are their four 

coaches: Shannon Denney, Allison Weiss, Haley  

Weiss Cadigan, and Tom Cope. The coaches say they  

love seeing the girls overcome obstacles and grow as 

a team. Coach Denney explained that her core value 

in coaching is to have fun and learn. Her favorite part 

about coaching is when somebody has been working 

hard at a skill and gets it.  

  The 2021 girls volleyball roster includes seniors 

Bella Brown, Hebbie Caito, Annalise O’Daniel, and 

Jill Shewmaker; juniors Victoria Bach, Molly Miller, 

and Olivia Smith; sophomores Makayla Dowell, Lily 

Foerster, Clarissa Ocampo, and Arielle Richert; and 

freshmen Sophia Denny, Aviana Crossey, Sarah 

Miller, Hazel O’Connor, and Sara Rosko. 

Boys Basketball Team Getting Ready to Play Ball 

By David Lopez 

 The Saints boys basketball team is returning to Lumen 

Christi for another season. The coach is Dave Olecki. 

The schedule is not yet finalized but should be ready 

mid-October. “Coaching is fun, and I love basketball!” 

says Coach Olecki. “Also, sports are a great tool for 

evangelization.” 

Coach Olecki played CYO basketball from 4th to 8th  

grade and also played high school basketball.  

  So far, the team consists of Lumen Christi students 

Cooper Olecki (8th), Isaac Haywood (8th), and David 

Lopez (7th), and Holy Rosary parishioners and 

homeschoolers Peter Vanderhulst (8th) and Jude 

Vanderhulst (6th).  

  Practices and home games will be held in the gym. 

The Saints will have blue and white reversible jer-

seys.  
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Featured Teacher: 

Mrs. Chadwick 

Says Put Down 

the Calculator! 

By Anah Bowling 

  “Math is fun!” says Lumen Christi math teacher Mrs. 

Julie Chadwick. “Stop using your calculators so much 

— and use your brains!” 

  Mrs. Chadwick has been a teacher at Lumen Christi 

for five years; she currently teaches calculus, pre-

calculus, anatomy and physiology, algebra, and seventh

-grade science. Mrs. Chadwick said she chose to work 

at Lumen Christi because “I love small class sizes and 

wouldn’t be able to teach big classes.” 

Mrs. Chadwick has a bachelor of science degree in 

chemical engineering from the University of Kentucky. 

She previously worked at Dow Chemical as an engi-

neer for six years and then worked and lived in Louisi-

ana, followed by Michigan. 

  “I have three daughters and decided to stay home with 

them while they were young,” she says. “I volunteered 

in their classrooms and discovered my love of teaching 

children and sharing my knowledge.” 

  She decided she wanted to teach calculus because she 

loves math so much. So she started looking for teaching  

jobs — and found Lumen Christi!  

  Mrs. Chadwick and her husband Rob have been 

married for about 20 years and live in Zionsville. 

LCCS Families Have Fall Break Plans! 

By Catie Rosko 
  Fall break for Lumen Christi this year is October 14-15, a Thursday and Friday. 

Many of our students and faculty have fun things planned over the four-day break. 

  Adriana Elisea, a seventh-grader, said, “I am going to Mexico to visit my family 

and go to the beach.”  

  Ophelia Archual, a first-grader, is going to Michigan. 

  Mrs. Julie Chadwick, who teaches seventh-grade science and high school math, 

said, “I am planning on going to Fort Lauderdale, Florida, with my family.” 

  Miss Melissa Rahe, the seventh-grade teacher who also teaches eighth-grade cate-

chism and freshman literature, said, “I am going to visit my family in Muncie, Indi-

ana.”   

  Sara Teipen, a seventh-grader, is going to Chicago, Illinois.   

  Mrs. Shannon Denney, the second-grade teacher, and her children Sophia (9th), 

Nolan (7th), and A.J. (5th), are planning on going to South Bend, Indiana, for the 

Notre Dame football game! 

  It sounds like our students and faculty will be enjoying their fall break spending 

time with family in a variety of different states and countries! 

Upcoming Events 

By Adriana Elisea 

Oct. 8: Spirit wear day 

Oct. 12: Pizza day 

Oct. 13:  Midterm 

Oct. 13-16  8th-grade                

         trip 

Oct. 14-15: Fall break 

Oct. 25: Photo retakes 

Oct. 27: Hot dog day 

Oct. 28:  Parent-teacher 

    conferences 

Oct. 30: Fall Fest 

Nov. 1: All Saints Day 

Nov. 4: Fall Open   

   House 

Photo by Evie Brown 


