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Welcome Back! LCCS Enrollment Sets Record! 

Mrs. Butterfield is as excited as her kindergartners! 

By Maria Bach, Anah Bowling, and Clare LeMark 

  Sixteen new families bring 33 new students to Lu-

men Christi Catholic School this year, swelling the 

student body to a record 116 students. The school al-

so has five new teachers and two new staff for the 

2021-22 school year. 

  “This is the most students ever—the record!” said 

excited Headmaster Mr. Bob. Collins. 

  The new students are excited too. 

  “I like Lumen Christi because people are always 

going to be your friend no matter what,” said sev-

enth-grader Maria Bach. David Lopez, a new sev-

enth-grader who previously was homeschooled, said, 

“So far I am liking Lumen Christi Catholic School.” 

  The five new teachers include third-grade teacher 

Emma Grande, seventh-grade teacher Melissa Rahe, 

pre-k teacher Cathy Miller, high school Latin teacher 

Rebecca Reneau, and Anton Wishik, who is teaching 

the school newspaper (The Bleat), Public Speaking, 

and Keyboarding as well as serving as the Resource 

Support Counselor. The new staff are Development 

Director Tricia Crossey and Activities Director Nahir 

Kesterson.  

  LCCS also has a couple of new activities: cross-

country, led by high school principal Joseph Brake; 

and Introduction to Acting, led by parent Julie Lehner 

(teachers previously led the after-school drama pro-

gram). Continuing activities include volleyball, CYO 

basketball, and the chess club. Profiles of the new 

staff and activities are included throughout this issue. 

  The sixteen new families are: 

Bach (Joshua and Cara): Rosemary, Frances, Amelia 

(5) Maria (7), Victoria (11) 

Crossey (Mike and Tricia): Aviana (9), Brogan (11) 

Faley (Matthew and Kara): Mae (pre-k)  

Fussner (Ken and Kristen): Genevieve (1), Madilyn 

(4) 

Gudan (Eric and Alison): Benjamin (k), Zachariah 

(2) Veronica (4), Lillian (6)  

Lopez (Ryan and Christina): James (5), David (7), 

Abigail (10)  

Miller (Matt and Julie): Sarah (9), Molly (11)  

Mullins (Terry and Janice): Tommy (9), Joseph 

(11)  

Newsom (Vincent and Rebekah): Abigail (pre-k),  

O’Connor (Patrick and Carrie): Clara (4), Vivian 

(7), Hazel (9)  

Seitz (Brandon and Allison): Leo (k)  

Smith (Robert and Erin): Clara (pre-k) 

Walden (David and Cathy): Richard (k)  

Wenzel (Craig and Natalie): Gianna (1), Fulton (2)  
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“Our family is a big proponent of 
not only Catholic education, but 
classical instruction as well,” she says. “Both chil-
dren have attended Catholic school since pre-

Kindergarten.”    
Mrs. Crossey and her family are dual parishioners at 
Holy Rosary and Our Lady of Mt. Carmel.   
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Miss Rahe Is Our New 7th-Grade Teacher  
By Adriana Altmeyer and Allison Loiselle 

  Melissa Rahe is the new seventh-grade teacher at Lumen Christi 
Catholic School. She also teaches several classes to other grades. 

  “I chose Lumen Christi because I like how the school is small 
enough that I can work closely with all my students,” Miss Rahe 
says. She also chose Lumen Christi because she wants to work in a 

school that is traditional and follows Catholic moral teachings. 
  Miss Rahe grew up on a small farm in Muncie and attended Catholic 
schools through eighth grade. She went to Ball State University in 

Muncie and majored in English education.  Miss Rahe worked as a 
team leader at the Chick-fil-A in Muncie while she was in college 
studying to be a teacher. She decided to become a teacher because she 

loves children and wants to help students form their character.  
  “I have been Catholic all my life, and I’m excited to integrate the 
faith into all the subjects I will be teaching,” she says. 

  This year Miss Rahe is teaching Catechism, literature, grammar, and 
composition to the seventh grade; eighth-grade Catechism; ninth-
grade literature; and sixth-grade history.   She says, “My favorite part 

about teaching is making the students laugh!”  

Photo by Ellie Richert 

Mrs. Crossey Is the New Development Director 

By Isaac Haywood  

  Tricia Crossey is the 
new development direc-

tor at Lumen Christi 
Catholic School.  She 
directs fundraisers for 

the school and explores 
other ways to support 
the school financially.   

  She found out about 
the open position while 
enrolling her children, 

Brogan and Aviana, at 
Lumen Christi. She 
quickly decided to  

apply. “I want to talk to 
people face to face,” she said in explaining why she 
likes a position in development. 

  Mrs. Crossey previously worked at Guerin Catholic 
High School as the advancement service manager, man- 
aging the donor database and helping with fundraising 

events. She also worked for the archdiocese of St. Louis. 

Photo by Ellie Richert 
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  By Evie Brown and Lucy Motyka  

  Mrs. Emma Grande is the new third-

grade teacher at Lumen Christi.  

  Mrs. Grande was a student herself at 

Lumen Christi in grade school and high 

school. She decided to come back here 

and teach because she had always 

wanted to work with kids, and she 

loves being in a Catholic school setting.  

  “I grew up fully invested in the Lu-

men Christi community, as my parents 

(the Feicks) assisted with the founding 

of the school,” she says. “What inspired 

me to teach at Lumen Christi is helping 

kids overcome challenges.” 

  Mrs. Grande graduated from Purdue University, where 

she majored in health and human services. She went to 

school for social work, and knew she wanted to help 

children. She worked for the YMCA and for the depart-

ment of Adult and Child Mental Health Services, but 

then decided to turn to teaching. 

  Mrs. Grande said her favorite things about her     

students is how funny they are and their passion for 

learning. Her husband, Tommy Grande, was a substi-

tute third-grade teacher last year. In their free time 

they go camping, watch sports, and walk their dogs. 

Welcome to LCCS! 
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Cool! The Gym Gets New Air Conditioning  

By Vivian O’Connor 

  Lumen Christi Catholic School has recently replaced 
its gymnasium's old air conditioning system with help 
from a donation given to CYO sports.  
  "It is going to be very nice in there," said our head-
master, Mr. Collins. He said that it had all started when 
CYO \sports had received a donation enabling Lumen 
Christi to replace their gymnasium's old air condition-
ing system. The installation took almost three months,  
from June through August. He also said that one of the 

setbacks was having the installation slowed down 
when the workers replacing the air conditioning did 
not have a needed part. Now entirely replaced, the air 
conditioners work perfectly. 
  Philip Gallagher from Ms. Rahe's seventh grade has 
been attending Lumen Christi School for nearly seven 
years, and during that time the gym's air conditioning 
had not been working very well. He said it used to get 
“really hot” in the gym. But now, thanks to CYO 
sports, the gym is now nice and cool.  
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By Blake Brush and Catie Rosko 

  Mrs. Cathy Miller is the new 
pre-k teacher at Lumen Christi. 
  “I wanted to teach at Lumen 
Christi because I wanted to con-
tinue to teach in a school that 
was God-centered, but really 
only wanted to work part-time,” 
she says.   
 Mrs. Miller received her degree 

from Butler University in elementary education with a 

minor in special education and has done graduate work 

in early childhood education and special education. She 

decided to be a teacher in the fourth grade when a guest 

speaker spoke about teaching kids with learning differ-

ences.  

  “I felt it was my call from God to be a teacher,” Mrs. 

Miller says. 

  She has taught at many schools and most recently 

taught kindergarten at Holy Angels Catholic School. She 

likes teaching pre-k because the learning is play-based 

and centered around God.  

  “I love teaching preschool because I love that the kids  

 
enjoy everything they do,” she 
says. “They are excited about everything!’’  
  Mrs. Miller loves working at Lumen Christi so far, 

and said that everyone has been welcoming. She said 

something she has noticed that is different about Lu-

men Christi is that the older students are so helpful, 

respectful, and nice toward the younger students. 

  She has known about Lumen Christi since its begin-

ning in 2002, when her son was a classmate and 

friend of the son of Edie Fitzgerald, the primary 

founder of Lumen Christi. Mrs. Miller has been Cath-

olic all her life and belongs to Christ the King.  
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The Saints Are Back! Cross-Country Team Returns   

By Nolan Denney and Cooper Olecki 

  Lumen Christi Catholic High School is starting a 

cross-country team!   

  “Cross-country running is a good base for other sports 

I like and enjoy,” says team member Victor Gallagher.  

  Under the guidance of Mr. Brake and Mrs. Richert, 

the Saints have been running in preparation for the sea-

son. The team will be running in some 5k (3.1 miles) 

road races from Sept. 18 through Oct 2.  The first meet 

will be part of the USA Track and Field cross-country 

grand prix series on Oct 24. The team practices at  

Garfield Park. Lumen Christi had a cross-country 
team years ago, but then the program fell dormant.  

  Mr. Brake has a background in cross-country and 
has been a runner since childhood.  
  The LCCS cross-country runners are freshmen Vic-

tor Gallagher, Sara Miller, and Noah Smith; sopho-
mores Leo Brown, Lily Foerster, Abigail Lopez, 
Clarissa Ocampo, Arielle Richert, and Ben Shew-

maker; juniors Raphael Gallagher, Molly Miller, and 
Olivia Smith; and seniors  Bella Brown and Jill 
Shewmaker. 
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  Mrs. Rebecca Reneau, who teaches Latin at Marian 
University and IUPUI and to Holy Rosary parishioners, 
is the new high school Latin teacher at Lumen Christi. 
  “Latin is a world heritage treasure that we must pre-
serve and hand on, and I am very honored and grateful 
to have the opportunity to do so at Lumen Christi,” she 
says. 
  Mrs. Reneau has always been a teacher, she says, even 
as a young child. 
  “I would come home from school and line up all my 
dolls in my room and teach them what I had learned at 
school each day,” she says. “I’ve always gravitated to 
showing others how to do the things I enjoy so they can 
enjoy them too.” 
  The Latin course she teaches for Holy Rosary parish-
ioners includes home-schooled high school students and 
adults studying for personal enrichment.   

Mrs. Reneau 
has one master’s 
degree in Latin 
and French, and 
another master’s 
degree in Eng-
lish. She is really into languages: In addition to 
French and Latin, she has studied classical Greek, 
German, Serbo-Croatian, Turkish, and Anglo-Saxon!  
  Languages are not the only thing she teaches, either. 
  “For thirty years I studied, taught, and performed 
locally and abroad the ethnic dances of various cul-
tures of Europe, the Middle East, and North America, 
with special expertise in the dances of the Balkan 
countries and in Oriental dance,” she says. 
  We welcome this expert in languages and dance to 
Lumen Christi! 
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Professional Actress Leading Afterschool Program 

By David Lopez 
  Lumen Christi parent Mrs. Julie Lehner, 
a professional actress, is the new teacher 
of the afterschool drama program at Lu-
men Christi. The class meets every other 
Wednesday.  
  She played her first professional role 
when she was 18 in a theater in New 
Mexico and has been a professional actor 
for seventeen years. 
  Mrs. Lehner has acted in many places, 
including the Indiana repertory theatre, 
the Phoenix theatre, and smaller groups 
like NoExit and Summit Performance. 
She has also done touring theater, which she found very 
lonely. She also worked at the children’s museum, 
where she played five or six characters a day.  
  “My specialty roles are the weird ones that no one else 
knows what to do with,” she says, such as an Egyptian, 
a rock star, a Russian heiress, a homeless person, a 
Southern belle, Lucy from "Charlie Brown,” a witch, 
clown, pig, mime, frog, all very interesting and odd.  
   

Lumen Christi has had an after-
school drama program for years, 
most recently taught by Mrs. 
Richert and Mrs. Denney, with 
help from other staff and parents. 
Mrs. Lehner has taught acting be-
fore, including in South Korea. 
She loves acting and directing 
because she likes getting to know 
her fellow cast members.  
    Mrs. Lehner didn’t always 
want to be an actor. As a child she 
thought she wanted to be an     
orthopedic surgeon. One summer 

she signed up for a science camp; they also offered 
theater classes, so she signed up for those too — and 
took a liking to acting. She also loves literature and 
language, spending time with words and ideas. 
  She quotes an inspiring acting teacher of hers who 
liked to say, “For the actor, everything is endlessly 
fascinating.”  
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Lumen Christi Families Help at Italian Street Festival  

By Philip Gallagher 

  Lumen Christi families served their school 
and parish at the Holy Rosary Italian Street 
Festival, held this year on August 13-14. The 
Lumen Christi families did trash duty at the 
festival to raise money for the school.  
  Mrs. Beth Richert, a Lumen Christi teacher, 
also served her parish by serving meatballs dur-
ing the festival.  
  “I am grateful that other family members can 
do trash duty, so I can work in the meatball-on-
a-stick-booth,” she said with a laugh. 
  The 2021 Italian street festival proceeds go to 
the parish tuck-pointing project. Tuck-pointing 
is a process where the mortar in between the 
bricks is replaced to prevent water damage.  
  The Italian Street Festival  is  an event where 
homemade Italian foods are served,  including 
pizza, fried ravioli, meatball- on-a-stick, and 
desserts such as cannoli and cheesecake.  
  This year the festival was in August due to 
COVID; usually it is in June. The money raised  

is used to support the parish’s financial needs. 
  Other families who worked at the festival 
include the Foersters, the Haywoods, the 
Wenzels and many others. Thank you, Lumen 
Christi families, for your practical support!  

Chess Club Is Wildly Popular! 
The chess 

club, now in 

its second 

year, is    

attracting 

dozens of 

students on 

Tuesday 

after school. 

We are 

grateful to 

volunteer 

parents  

Andrew 

Warner and 

Paul Grimm 

for running 

the program. 
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First Day of School: A CATHOLIC Education! 

 

Calendar 

By Sara Teipen 

Sept. 17:  

  Spirit Wear Day 

Sept. 20:  

  School Picture   

  Day 

Sept. 22:  

  Hot Dog Day 

Sept. 29:  

  Feast of St.  

  Michael 

Sept. 30:  

  Candy Sale Ends 

Oct. 8:  

  Spirit Wear Day 

Lumen Christi Catholic 

School starts each school day 

with Mass — sometimes in 

Latin. That beginning  

reminds us of our mission: 

We are established to teach 

the unity of faith and reason, 

through the Light that is 

Christ Jesus, for the for-

mation of young Catholics in 

truth and virtue. For 20 years 

we have been both faithfully 

Catholic and classically in-

spired, with a joyful atmos-

phere and traditional  

Catholic spirituality.  


