Volume 21, Issue

La Pobrecita

Newsletter of the Lady Poverty Region of the
Order of Franciscan Seculars

St. Francis’ Wedding to Lady Poverty

Feast of St. Clare,
August 10

A charism without an institution is a daydream and an institution without a
charism is a nightmare.
Lester Bach, OFM, Cap

Feast of St. Francis,
October 4

Inside this issue:
Celebrating the Treasure

2

Visitation Report

3-7

Summer Seminar

7

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

8-9

How We Journey Is How We Arrive

10

Happy Anniversary, Secular Franciscans

11-12

Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation

13

Martha O’Connors’ Personal Testimonial

14-15

Calling All Secretaries

15

Around the Region

16-22

Lady Poverty Region
Executive Council
Minister
Pat Serotkin, OFS
Vice Minister
Kathy Barton, OFS
Treasurer
Michael Cresanta, OFS

SAVE THE DATE:
LADY POVERTY REGION
CHAPTER OF ELECTIONS
JUNE 7-8-9, 2019
VILLA MARIA EDUCATION
& SPIRITUALITY CENTER
VILLA MARIA, PA

Formation Director
Mary Nelson, OFS
Secretary
Eileen Mantz, OFS

Spiritual Assistants
Fr. Chris Panagoplos, TOR

Fr. Leonard Cornelius, OFM
Fr. Frank Yacobi, OFM Cap
Cluster Councilors
William Duryea, OFS
Rob Bullman, OFS
Ed Meegan, OFS
Robert Khlopin, OFS
Communications
Newsletter Editor
Database Editor
Eileen Mantz, OFS
Webmaster
Www.ladypovertyregion.org

Stephen Sawscak, OFS

1

Celebrating our Treasure, Lady Poverty Region Style
by Patricia Serotkin, OFS
It’s hard for me to believe that it has been a month since our
regional chapter and national visitation, but it has. August is
upon us and summer, which feels to me like it just got started, has become a short-timer. While we may be moving into
another season, we still have several months left to go in our
year of celebrating the 40th anniversary of our Rule.
I want to thank everyone who helped to make our recent
chapter and visitation a great success. Thank you to the REC and others who worked to prepare for
our time together. Thank you to all who attended and participated. And thank you to our excellent
visitors – Mary Stronach, OFS, our fraternal visitor from the NEC, and Br. Alexander Escalera, OFM
Cap., our pastoral visitor representing the CNSA – who shared our time together and who gave us a
very encouraging report. The entire report appears in this edition of La Pobrecita – but here is a comment from Mary that I think sums it up pretty well:
“I am happy to report that your region is healthy, strong, joyful, vibrant, effective – living the
Franciscan charism in all that you do – with each other and with the brothers and sisters of
the order. Your REC is effective, hardworking and focused. Your fraternities,
while facing challenges – aging populations and smaller numbers – have
ministers who are courageous. And, even with the smallest fraternities, you
have dozens of ministries and activities that certainly bring a smile on the
face of our Seraphic Father, Francis. He must be truly proud of what you are
doing.”

Brother Alex also shared this observation during our
gathering: “Most of you told me that your fraternities and the region were doing ‘pretty good’ but could be ‘better.’ This tells me
that you are striving to be better than you are. It doesn’t matter
so much if you actually get there – what matters is that you are on
the journey.”

I and all of the Regional Executive Council members want to echo those
observations – we are very proud of what you are doing, also. We heard from many of you at our gathering about the wonderful things your fraternities are doing that demonstrate the ways in which we live
out our Rule. So, congratulations to you all – keep doing those wonderful things – and more. Celebrate our Treasure!
“Let us begin again, for up until now, we have done little or nothing.”
– St. Francis of Assisi
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Pastoral and Fraternal Visitation Report
Lady Poverty Region
Friday, June 29, 2018 – Sunday, July 1, 2018
Mary Stronach, OFS, International Councilor, delegate of the National Minister, Jan Parker, OFS,
conducted the Fraternal Visitation concurrently with Br. Alexander Escalera, OFM Cap, a member of
the Conference of National Spiritual Assistants.
Preparatory Information:
The pre-visitation questionnaire and annual report to NAFRA were completed and received by the
visitors. We thank the Regional Executive Council for their diligent work and note the thoroughness
of the responses. Both visitors were impressed with the wealth of quality of information that was provided to us ahead of time and at the visitation.
Demographics:
Lady Poverty region serves the geographic area north as far as Waterford, PA, south as far as
Charleston, WV, west as far as Steubenville, OH, and east as far as Altoona, PA.
Documentation Review:
Fraternal visitor reviewed all the books. The regional council is maintaining impressive order, excellent records. It should be a model for all local fraternities. The treasurer’s report is complete and accurate; the secretary’s minutes – both of the council and regional meetings – are thorough, easy to follow
and to read; she maintains a binder of copies of newsletters, all communications and even a record of
calls and e-mails, and certificate of establishment – both digital and hard copy! The regional minister
maintains her binder of the rule, constitutions, statutes, strategic plan and much more. The formation
director shared her activities, guidelines for initial formation, and books used. The regional council
is a model for what each and every fraternity should be doing.

Statistics:
Canonically Established Local Fraternities: Emerging Communities:

22

Newly Forming Groups:

0

Number of Professed Members:

324 (26)

Of these, how many are excused?
Candidates:

37

Inquirers:

14

Affiliates:

1

Spiritual Assistants:

19 (17 friars, 2 sisters)
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Narrative:
Dear brothers and sisters of Lady Poverty Region,
Brother Alexander and I were able to spend time with you as a regional council and as a regional fraternity with your ministers and delegates. I am happy to report that your region is healthy, strong,
joyful, vibrant, effective – living the Franciscan charism in all that you do – with each other and with
the brothers and sisters of the order. Your REC is effective, hardworking and focused. Your fraternities, while facing challenges, -- aging populations and smaller numbers, have ministers who are courageous. And, even with the smallest fraternities, you have dozens of ministries and activities that certainly bring a smile on the face of our Seraphic Father, Francis. He must be truly proud of what you
are doing.
On Friday evening, we observed a REC Meeting which was well run and flowed smoothly – a good
model for ministers on how to run an executive council meeting. (Recommendation # 1 for local
ministers): Local ministers, ask to observe a meeting to learn the procedure. Reports were well organized and well presented. Visitations/Elections were discussed. There were concerns about the deactivation of three more fraternities.
Saturday’s regional meeting ran smoothly. The Regional Minister gave the state of the Order, the
strengths and goals. The treasurer explained the finances of the order, saying that, presently, the region is strong financially, but, the region may have to prepare as numbers of members diminish.
(Recommendation #2): Begin a vocations campaign with the regional spearheading a PR effort and
the local fraternities implementing local efforts. (Recommendation #3): Consider establishing a
wills and bequeaths committee, reaching out to members and asking them to remember the local and
regional fraternity in their will. The Formation Director presented a wonderful formation session –
balanced with video, a lesson, a wonderful activity – all around our treasure, the Rule of 1978. Welldone!
In our Discussions – both with the REC and with the ministers, delegates and observers, we talked
about joys and challenges of the local fraternities and the region. The following is a summary of these
discussions:
Joys:
1. Continued work and updates of the strategic plan. Not all regional fraternities have such a working document. Do you as local fraternity ministers have a copy of the strategic plan? Are you also
working on the same goals? This is a way of integrating the life of fraternity with the life of the region! (Recommendation #4 for local fraternities) Review the strategic plan with your local
council and identify one or two priorities which you can tackle in each of the next three years.
(Recommendation #5) Regional council, when conducting visitations, discuss the priorities identified and offer assistance, if necessary.
2. The Regional council believes that it is getting to know the brothers and sisters at the local fraternities better – I can see how this is possible because the regional council members have been busy
going to visitations and elections. I see a wonderful synergy between regional and local. This outreach by your regional council has had impact on helping to heal old wounds.
3. Better communications! Yeah! – great and effective communications tools – I have reviewed your
website and your newsletter. You’ve got just about everything covered. I’m impressed. Keep up the
good work!
4. There’s a collegial relationship among all the members of the council. I saw it at work on Friday
and Saturday. Everyone pitching in to help ensure the success of the annual meeting.
5. Your ministries. I was so impressed to hear of all that you do – and that was only a brief overview!
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(Recommendation #6) Remember, wear your TAUs and include a message about the OFS, a
Franciscan prayer and how you can be contacted, should someone need to reach you, when you
hand out toiletries or other packaged items.
6. REC, your ministers believe you offer strong formation and strong meetings. They believe you provide strong leadership.
7. Some fraternities are joyful about the growth in their fraternities and others spoke of the return of
lapsed members.
8. You host a fantastic summer seminar. Secular Franciscans from around the country travel to participate!
9. Spiritual Assistants – The region is very blessed to have Spiritual Assistants in almost all of your
fraternities and at the regional level. However, I am glad you are preparing for the future.
(Recommendation # 7) Start now to train secular Franciscan spiritual assistants. As the Regional Minister said, it will take three years for training. And in three years, you just don’t know
how many friar spiritual assistants will be able to serve – as you well know, our friar numbers are
dwindling, and those left are being overworked.
Challenges:
1. The aging membership and numbers – remember – we’re not getting older, we’re getting better!
Or, as our dear National Minister from several years ago, Patrick Mendes, used to say, we’ve just
been younger longer. (Recommendation # 8) Remember to celebrate our aging members, listen
to their wisdom. Their stories from long ago are our treasures. (Recommendation # 9) And, yes,
we must do something – we must begin an aggressive outreach effort. Make this a priority. We began Saturday by listing five people who have a Franciscan spirit. As I told our ministers, this is a
process – slow and steady. Let us pray for these people, let us engage them in general conversation, let us reach out to them for a cup of coffee – to talk about family, social issues, let them know
how much we appreciate who they are and what they do … And then, when the time is right – after two weeks, two months, or two years, let them know that you believe they have a Franciscan
heart and maybe, just maybe, they might be interested in learning more. Ask them if they would
they like to come to one of our gatherings to get to know more? (Recommendation # 10) There’s
a vocations tool kit on the national website with dozens of great ideas to help with finding and
nurturing possible vocations. Refer to it and consider a “Come and See” event.
2. Formation is another challenge. The REC tells me that they have tried to offer special sessions in
the clusters – but they had to be canceled for lack of interest. For whatever reason, people did not
sign up for these sessions. This is your job as ministers. (Recommendation # 11) You must promote such events with the members. Ensure that you have representation at the sessions – or better, work with your cluster councilor to ensure that something is happening – offer to give a workshop or help to organize and promote it. The Formation Director on Saturday mentioned that maybe a session could be held on recordkeeping. This is critical – to have an Order, we have to have
order and organization, you have to have history and that means keeping good records.
(Recommendation # 12) I recommend that the REC provide a workshop on how to maintain records at the local fraternity level. And I recommend that you, as ministers, guarantee that members of your fraternity attend and participate.
3. Deactivation of fraternities – This is the reality of today’s Secular Franciscan Order. But I see that
you are still caring for our brothers and sisters in these fraternities – they’re aging and feeble –
but, it does not stop one fraternity to meet at an assisted living facility so that their member can
also participate. (Recommendation # 13) Continue to find ways to keep our brothers and sisters
involved as long as possible. Reach out to them. Visit them. Involve them in whatever way they
are capable.
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4. Youth – Yes. We need to find a way to reach our youth – to bring them to the church and, some, to
the Franciscan charism. (Recommendation # 14) Engage our youth. Listen to them. Pray for
them. Engage them in meaningful conversation. Don’t lecture. Share your story. They love to hear
about their history. Take opportunities to invite them to special events and movies, Carol Gentile
told me today of a must-see video, especially for our youth. It’s called “The Miracle of Buenos Aires”
It’s about the Eucharist. Scientist tested the bleeding host and were able to determine Christ’s
blood type and the fact that the blood came from the heart. Youth love to hear about such mysteries
of science and of faith. Or take a moment to talk about the Shroud of Turin – watch their eyes and
their hearts open up. Invite them to participate with you in your Special Ministries – and you have
dozens of them! They love to help others. Let them see you at work in your ministries. Ask for their
help. In time. With love. With respect for who they are. The holy spirit will open the door – for some
it will be the door to the church and for others, the door to the Order. (Recommendation # 15) For
the local ministers, name a youth animator and consider establishing a YouFra group. The
CIOFS.org website provides guidelines.
5. Leadership development – You are having elections next year. You need leaders.
(Recommendation # 16) REC! Executive Council members! Invite people from the local fraternities to visit your meetings. So that they get to understand what you do and how you do it. Let them
see themselves in your shoes. When at the meetings, ask for their advice and perspective on the different issues you address. (Recommendation # 17) Have someone shadow you for a few months to
see how you work. At your next council meeting, select two possible candidates who might serve in
leadership positions and invite them to visit your council meeting.
6. Boring meetings is a challenge for some fraternities. (Recommendation # 18) We talked about
revisiting the old model, shaking things up a little. reducing the amount of time given to the business end of the gathering, bringing in speakers, and having discussions on the topic of the day. Of
course, you still need the four components of every meeting – business, social, formation, prayer –
but how you conduct that meeting could mean the difference between someone coming back or not.
Keep your business short. You don’t have to read the minutes, just hand them out. You don’t have
to talk finances each meeting. Post a brief treasurer’s report. Go as quickly as possible to the fun
stuff – formation! Make it engaging, interactive – like your formation director did on Saturday.
7. Multiculturalism – you tell me this is not a problem because there are no members of the order in
Lady Poverty Region who come from other countries or from a different race. I learned that at least
three fraternities have members who come from various African countries. Yes. They speak English
but, there’s more to culture than just language. (Recommendation # 19) Have you asked them to
share their faith experience before they came here? Have you asked them about some of their cultural differences? Have you invited them to come to the regional or cluster activities? And, you tell
me there are no Latinos in the Order? Well then, are there Latinos who are Catholic anywhere
around Lady Poverty Region. Could some of them have a vocation to the Secular Franciscan Order?
Are we missing an opportunity to serve a cultural group and to bring them into the Order?
(Recommendation # 20) Both Regional and Local, do some research. Are there churches that
serve many Latinos or people of color? Reach out to those churches. Leave Come and See brochures.
Ask to speak about the Order and about your ministries. Invite the people to join you in the ministries.
In closing, I ask you to review your gifts, your talents – and, offer them to the order – at the local level,
at the regional level, at the national and, yes, even at the international level. (Recommendation #
21) Invite your fraternity brothers and sisters to review their gifts and talents and ask them to serve in
some capacity – formation team, hospitality, infirmarian, organizing special events or prayer sessions.
The more involved they get, the more involved they become, the more committed and excited they will
be about the Order.
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On behalf of Brother Alexander and myself, we thank you sincerely for your hospitality, your love and -- for taking such good care of our order and our brothers and sisters in Lady Poverty Region. Let us
celebrate the Rule every day together with our Franciscan families, with our families at home, in fraternity and in community.
Peace and All Good,
Mary Stronach, OFS
Fraternal Visitor
International Councilor

Brother Alexander Escaleras, OFM Cap
Pastoral Visitor

9th Summer Seminar for Secular Franciscans
July 12-15, 2018
“Francis the Troubadour: How Can I Keep From Singing?” was the theme
of the 9th Summer Seminar for Secular Franciscans held at Saint Francis University in Loretto, PA, July 12-15.
About sixty secular Franciscans from as far away as California and as close as Loretto experienced a joy- and song
-filled weekend learning about Francis and the role that
music played in his life and ministry. The presenters –
Br. Bob Herrick, OFM Cap., and Jerry and Cricket Aull,
OFS – were fabulous. The liturgies and the music were
uplifting and spirit-filled. The social times were full of
laughter and joy.
We learned a lot, sang a lot, prayed a lot, laughed and cried a lot, and ate a lot!
If you missed this wonderful experience of Franciscan community and formation – please consid-

er joining us for next year’s Summer
Seminar - July 11-14, 2019. The speakers
and topic will be announced in the near future.
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Pilgrimage to the Holy Land – May 2018

By Patricia Serotkin, OFS

Last May I was privileged to participate in a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. It was truly an unforgettable experience. When we read or hear scripture proclaimed, we use our imaginations to place ourselves into the scene. When I was in the Holy Land, I was IN the scene. Now, when I read or hear
scripture proclaimed, I can immediately place myself into the scene –
because I WAS THERE.
I rode in a fishing boat across the Sea of Galilee, which appears much as it did in the time
of Jesus. Yes, that’s Barb Bender on the boat
with me. In Nazareth, our group participated
in a candlelight ceremony with local Christians and the next morning celebrated the
great feast of Pentecost at the Basilica of the
Annunciation.
I stepped into the Jordan River at the place
where Jesus was baptized – where we also renewed our Baptismal vows – AWESOME! We
walked the dry, dusty streets of Magdala and
Capernaum, places that Jesus frequented.
We visited the house of Martha, Mary and Lazarus, and Lazarus’s tomb in Bethany. I hiked the 100
steps up to the Church of the Visitation in the village of Ein Karem, and to the other side of the village where John the Baptist was born—AWESOME!
In Bethlehem, we visited the shepherds’ field and the Church of the
Nativity, where I stooped down to kiss the 14-point silver star marking the birthplace of Jesus – AWESOME!
We journeyed to Qumrum, home to the caves and famous scrolls of the Essenes, and we bore the 114degree heat at the Dead Sea – where I waded into the
mineral-rich, but very warm water.
In Jerusalem, we visited the home of Mary’s parents Anna and Joachim, the baths of Bethesda, and the famous Western Wall of the original temple. In the
Garden of Gethsemane, I prayed next to the stone
where Jesus prayed on the night he was betrayed—
AWESOME! I walked the Via Dolorosa, touched
the stone upon which Jesus’ cross was raised at Calvary—and, we celebrated Mass INSIDE the actual
tomb of Jesus within the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, where I touched the stone
where Jesus was laid—MOST AWESOME OF ALL!
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We visited many other places during our 8-day visit, too many to include in this short article – but a
real highlight of the trip was learning so much about middle-Eastern society, culture, and the political situation.
Israel is a divided nation – politically, culturally and religiously. It is home to the three major monotheistic religions – Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. All three faith traditions claim Jerusalem as a
principal holy site – with the result that tensions run very high. Although I knew before going there
that Christians were a minority in the Holy Land, the experience of being in the minority was disconcerting – particularly in some regions of
Israel. We were never in physical danger;
however, we were warned to stay away
from certain areas of Jerusalem on days
when we had free time and were on our
own without our guide.
Nevertheless, the sense of oppression that
I felt was nothing compared to what the
Palestinian Christians living in the West Bank experience on a daily basis. While the oppression I
felt was subtle, the oppression practiced against Palestinians in general and Palestinian Christians
in particular is overt. Because Palestine has not been recognized as a sovereign nation, people living
there do not enjoy the benefits of full citizenship. Palestinians in the West Bank live behind a
“separation wall” and must pass through checkpoints in order to cross into Israel for work. They are
not permitted to drive, so they must take public transportation from their homes to the checkpoint
and from the checkpoint to their workplace. They cannot obtain a passport or travel outside of the
territories.
Of course, it may be understandable that Israel would want to put
up a wall in order to preserve security, given that it has been subject to so many acts of terrorism; however, the majority of Palestinians – who are mostly Christian – particularly those who live
in the West Bank (Gaza is another story), desire only peace and
basic freedoms. I honestly can sympathize
with both sides – but the
Palestinians suffer so
many injustices at the hands of the Israeli government, it is
difficult to ignore their plight.

Select to Give is a foundation that is dedicated to providing aid to Christians in the Holy Land. Their website address is https://selecttogive.org/ I humbly
ask that your fraternities visit their website and perhaps try to support one or more of their programs. Our sisters and brothers in the Holy Land need our help. I thank you in advance for your
consideration of this request.

Pax et Bonum!
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HOW WE JOURNEY IS HOW WE ARRIVE -- Fr. Christopher, T.O.R.
The Grace of Our Origins
As we prepare to celebrate the Anniversary of the 40th Year of our
OFS Rule (06 June 2018 - 06 June 2019), we rightly recall the grace of our
origins, reflecting with gratitude on St Francis’ original inspiration and life of
radical Gospel living. It is our loving task today, and all the days of our life as
a professed Franciscan, to live that vision creatively and with renewed enthusiasm.
We begin first and foremost with the grace of prayer and devotion. All branches of the Franciscan Family agree in their documents that the life of deep prayer and worship of God is the
first of all our priorities. St Francis considered work to be a grace, but always with the understanding that it “not extinguish the Spirit of holy prayer and devotion to which all other things of our
earthly journey must contribute” (LR 5:2). He warns us of the malice of the Evil One who wants to
impede us from living “with our hearts turned to the Lord” (RegNB, XXII, 19).

“Let us desire nothing else, let us wish for nothing else, let nothing else please us and cause us delight,
except our Creator and Redeemer and Savior, the one true God. Therefore let nothing hinder us, nothing
separate us from God, nothing come between us. Let all of us, wherever we are, in every place, at every
hour, at every time of day, everyday and all day, believe truly and humbly, and keep in our hearts, and
love, honor, adore, serve and bless … the most high and supreme eternal God, Trinity and Unity: Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit: (ER 23:10+).

St Francis is continually fascinated by the sheer goodness of God. Contemplating the divine
mysteries he pours out his heart and soul in a song of praise and thanksgiving to God, “the fullness of
good, all good, every good, the true and supreme good, who alone is good, and totally desirable above
all else forever” (ER 23:11). Let us pray the Hours devoutly!
St Francis would surely rejoice at the inspiring teaching of Vatican II on the Liturgy of the
Hours in Sacrosanctum Concilium: The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy (83-85): “Jesus
Christ,
High Priest of the New and eternal Covenant, taking human nature, introduced into this earthly exile that hymn which is sung throughout all ages in the halls of heaven…and has them join Him in
singing His divine song of praise. He continues His priestly work through His Church which, by celebrating the Eucharist and by other means, especially the celebration of the Divine Office, is ceaselessly engaged in praising the Lord and interceding for the salvation of the entire world.
“The Divine Office…is so devised that the whole course of the day and night is made holy by
the praise of God…It is the very prayer which Christ Himself together with his Body, the Church,
addresses to the Father.
“All who take part in the Divine Office …are sharing in what is the greatest honor for Christ’s
Bride, the Church; for by offering these praises to God they are standing before God’s throne in the
name of the Church, their Mother.” Let us give witness to a life of deep prayer, and specifically the
Liturgy of the Hours, can be a great service to the Church.
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Happy Anniversary, Secular Franciscans!

By Mary Nelson, OFS

The celebration of a Jubilee Year for the Order was announced by our Minister General Tibor
Kauser, from June 6, 2018, to June 6, 2019, to commemorate the 40th Anniversary of our current
OFS Rule. Pope Paul VI approved this Rule June 24, 1978, just 40 years ago! CIOFS recently gifted
us with the wonderful video history of our Rule: Find it online at http://www.ciofs.org/portal/en/
celebrating-40-years-of-the-ofs-rule
Please use it as ongoing formation in your fraternity!
From the very beginning of his ministry, Saint Francis found people who desired to follow his way of
life and spirituality — yet were married or did not want to become a vowed religious. Saint Francis
responded by writing “The First Letter to all the Faithful” around 1215. So many people wanted to
follow Francis that the Rule of the Secular Franciscans was approved in 1221 — at that time, we
were called the Brothers and Sisters of Penance, and later still the Third Order of St. Francis. Then
from this Order, the Third Order Regulars (T.O.R.) emerged in the 15th century. The Order continued as the Third Order of St. Francis, Secular.
In 1883, Pope Leo XIII gave the Franciscan Third Order Seculars a new Rule which contained three
chapters and spelled out what should and should not be done: for example, receive monthly Holy
Communion and confession, and recite the Office of 12 Our Fathers and 12 Hail Marys. The Order
became more of a devotional society than an Order.
Near the end of the Second Vatican Council, the Ministers General in Rome directed the General
Spiritual Assistants to update the Rule of the Third Order Seculars to make it more contemporary.
This was the first time that the lay members of the TOS were invited to participate in modifying
what was called the Leonine Rule. Suggestions and revisions were sent in from all over the world,
and it became apparent after the first draft, that the lay Franciscans wanted more direct involvement in spelling out their “Way of Life.”
A meeting was convened in Assisi in October 1969, with 25 Third Order Seculars from all over the
world. The English-speaking group had 6 members, 3 from the US, one each from Canada, the UK,
and Australia.
One of these “commissions” developed the 17 Essential Elements of Franciscan Spirituality which
was integral to the writing of the New Rule. There were many revisions before the final version was
presented for approval to the Sacred Congregation for Religious. After even more modifications, it
was signed by Pope Paul VI on June 24, 1978, after 12 years of work. In 1978, its name was changed
to the Secular Franciscan Order, SFO, and then again in 2011 we became the OFS. And here we are
today!
Secular Franciscans profess to follow the Gospel completely – and at your own profession, you have
promised to fulfill the Rule. As we reflect today on our Rule, let its meaning - and its demands –
soak into your mind and heart, and then your life! The work of building the Kingdom of God takes
many people, working together, to make “a more fraternal and evangelical world” – even and especially in our ordinary lives! It is our responsibility as Franciscans, as children of God. It requires dialogue, prayer, and ongoing formation. It requires us to cultivate a spirit of peace, fidelity to our
Rule and our Catholic faith, and respect for life and creation in all its stages and expressions.
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Happy Anniversary, Secular Franciscans!

Continued

Our Franciscan Rule encourages conversion – that “radical interior change,” which does not mean a
one-time occurrence, but conversion is a persistent and aspirational requirement for all of us. This
radical conversion, this change of heart and turning to God, includes regular attendance at fraternity gatherings, a willingness to serve on council, and participation in the growth and health of the
fraternity. Lady Poverty Region has offered two vehicles to assist you in your Franciscan conversion
experience: one from Father Christopher which is based on our Rule, and another published last
year on our newsletter, La Pobrecita, to encourage either your own individual or your fraternity
conversion.
Our Rule makes it clear that we follow the way, the truth, and the life of Jesus, rather than our
own way. Franciscans commit themselves to making changes through ongoing formation, to grow in
Gospel living. From within yourself, discover ways to express the Gospel in your daily life as a
Franciscan, to enrich the Church and the world. To follow the Gospel and “make Jesus our center
and inspiration” requires faith in Jesus, trust in the Father, and awareness of the power of the Holy Spirit acting in each one of us.
Fr Lester Bach states: “Formation at all levels finds expression in a change of attitude, opinions,
and in love for others. If people in formation look the same after several months, something is missing in their formation. Understanding is good – but it is only a half-way point without personal conversion in practice!
No matter how much we learn, how much we read, how many talks and retreats we attend, even
how much we pray, if formation does not transform us, we need to reexamine our goals.”
Tibor Kauser, in his June 24 letter to the Order states: “To celebrate our Rule is to make it live, and
only this way will be faithful to the proposal of Jesus, who invites us to love one another as brothers
(and sisters.) Our Rule, a truly Franciscan one, helps us to discover how we shall live our vocation,
on a daily basis, what our everyday life should be like. We are not ‘Sunday Franciscans’ or
‘afternoon Franciscans.’ The Rule has to inspire every moment of our lives.” Please read his entire
letter, as well as our national minister Jan Parker’s letter, at our NAFRA website. It would make
an excellent ongoing formation topic this year of Jubilee!
The handouts of articles from our Rule, and the questions for discussion, are posted on the regional
website, www.ladypovertyregion.org. These were used for ongoing formation at our regional visitation June 30-July 1. Please feel free to contact me at marytodpt@gmail.com or (814) 746-6783 if you
have questions about it, or if would like to have the entire 10 articles at one time.

Tibor Kauser, OFS
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Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation by Carol Dubeansky, OFS
The culture is so polarized with people attacking each other and not
listening to one another. “For the time is coming when people will
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own likings and
will turn away from listening to the truth and wander into myths.”
2Tim 4:3-4
St Francis of Assisi said, “you will encounter some who are faithful, meek and well disposed; they
will joyfully receive you and your words. But there will be more who are skeptical, proud, and
blasphemous, and who will insult you and resist your message. Prepare yourselves, therefore, to
bear everything with patience and humility.”
“Let every man be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger, for a man’s anger does not fulfill
God’s justice. If a man who does not control his tongue imagines that he is devout, he is selfdeceived, his worship is pointless.” James 1:19-20,22
“With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made
in God’s likeness. Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not
be.” James 3:9-10
In Rule 13 of the OFS we hear “As the Father sees in every person the features of his Son, the
firstborn of many brothers and sisters, so the Secular Franciscans with a gentle and courteous
spirit accept all people as a gift of the Lord and an image of Christ.” Rule 17 states; “In their family they should cultivate the Franciscan spirit of peace, fidelity, and respect for life, striving to
make of it a sign of a world already renewed in Christ.”
May we, as Franciscans, strive to live the Gospel and the Rule speaking truth with compassion,
love, and humility in our world today, seeking the guidance of the Holy Spirit in all that we say
and do. May we work each day for that radical interior change, that the gospel calls conversion.
I have a suggestion for a JPIC activity that many of our Fraternities could participate in. The 40 Days for Life campaign will be held from September 26 through
November 4, 2018. There is a link to 40 Days for Life on our Lady Poverty Region
website where you can find a schedule of all the shifts at the Pittsburgh, Pa campaign. You could get a group from your Fraternity to cover one or two shifts (2
hours each) in front of Planned Parenthood, 933 Liberty Ave., downtown Pittsburgh.
It is a peaceful prayer vigil. You can find a day and time that would work for your
group and the particulars, including parking, online. Once you decide on when you
wish to volunteer you can contact Nikki Bruni 412-926-9413 to sign up. If anyone is
able to stand up for life during this campaign, let us know. It would be wonderful if
we had several groups representing the Franciscans there. Rule 15 states, “Let
them individually and collectively be in the forefront in promoting justice by the testimony of their human lives and their courageous initiatives. Especially in the field
of public life, they should make definite choices in harmony with their faith.”

JUSTICE
PEACE AND
INTEGRITY
OF
CREATION

JPIC
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Martha O’Connor’s Personal Testimonial
April 25, 2018 my beloved husband died… shortly after 11:00 pm. Bill had been slowly losing weight
and having issues swallowing for some time and when he had been diagnosed with a tumor’ in his
pancreas in December 2017, he refused chemo and radiation, but kept his Irish sense of humor. He
had been going to daily Mass through Easter Monday morning, April 2nd. On April 4th he had an
episode where he had to go to the hospital and was sent home on hospice.
Most people at our church did not know he was sick, especially a dear woman who uses a walker who
motioned for me to come talk to her. She said, “Martha, I was told to tell you this yesterday, but I
didn’t want to tell you and you left so quickly I didn’t have the chance. Today I was told again to tell
you, and I still don’t want to tell you.” My heart was pounding, but I listened closely. She said,
“During the mystery of the rosary called “The Agony in the Garden,” I ‘saw’ Bill kneeling. I saw Jesus with His Hand on his shoulder and I heard Jesus say, “I am going to prepare a place for you.”
Then I saw you slightly behind him and I saw your hand on his other shoulder, and slightly behind
you, I saw a lady, who I believe to be the Blessed Mother, who had her hand on your shoulder. She
was saying that this is going to be a difficult time for you, but I will not leave you alone and I will be
there for you. She also told me that I could tell him this when it was time.
To the amazement of his doctors and those who know, most people who experience this kind of cancer are normally in ‘excruciating pain’, but Bill kept saying he had no pain. He felt ‘empty’ because
he couldn’t keep food down, and eventually was unable to keep even fluids down, but never had any
pain medication; not even Tylenol! He was always concerned about everyone around him, for them
not to be inconvenienced with his care. He would try to be quiet even when he was sick in the middle
of the night—so as not to bother anyone. A day or two before his passing I gently told him about the
words given to me, which he accepted and was at peace. He jokingly said, “How long is this going to
take?”
There was a small chair next to his bed where I would sit next to him and pray. April 25th, during
the day we prayed the Rosary. He was too weak to respond, so he would squeeze my hand to signal
when he finished the prayer, sitting on the edge of the bed with me. This time he became really
weak and he leaned his head on my shoulder. I was crying and told him that it was ok for him to go
if it was his time; that Jesus was waiting for him, that Our Lady was waiting for him, and that it’s
going to be a beautiful place. He perked up and said, “I’m not going yet. I’ll see you in the morning!”
That evening, I was downstairs. It was 11:00 and the time we usually went to bed so I started up
the stairs. As I came into our dimly lit bedroom, I was shocked to see Bill wasn’t in bed! As my eyes
adjusted I looked and there—next to the bed—on the floor—was Bill—kneeling—in front of the
chair—facing the wall. I was horrified to see him on the floor and that I wasn’t there with him when
it happened. I went up to him and put my hand on his shoulder and could feel he was very weak. I
was able to lay him down on the floor, but his eyes were completely closed even though he was
breathing shallowly. The medics came, but before they arrived he had passed into the arms of Jesus!
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Martha O’Connor’s Personal Testimonial Continued
It was only after all this transpired that I realized the ‘vision’ that was told to me was going to be a
literal one. He had been too weak to kneel, but I like to think that Jesus was calling to take him
home and he went to his knees. It was astounding to find out that this beautiful message from Our
Lady preparing me was also a great comfort—knowing that the rest of the story would also be true—
that she was with me throughout and that Jesus also was there taking Bill home.
The woman who had the vision hadn’t known he had died nor that the funeral Mass was
already over! The third and final story was also another ‘vision.’ The evening he died she had seen
him again during the Glorious mysteries of the Rosary; that Jesus had come amidst a bright
light with a white robe to wrap around him and said his place was now prepared and that
he was taking him home….
There is so much more to share, but space is limited. Even with this beautiful ‘vision’ story, grieving
for our loved ones is a difficult part of life. Those who love much, also grieve much, and who would
not want to love much?
Our faith tells us it is God’s Eternal Love that will cause the love we have for others to last forever!
May God be praised and His Mercy endure forever and may all of you be blessed by Him as you read
this story. It was not for me alone… it must be shared… please share it! Martha O’Connor 5/7/18

Calling All Secretaries by Eileen Mantz, OFS
First, I’d like to thank Linda Figas, OFS (Minister of St. Anthony, Uniontown)
for getting me straight on her fraternity members. Second, thank you to Alverno
Minister Carol Gentile, OFS for her response to the call for “health and wellness
checks” on all inactive members. Lastly, thank you to Terri Schumacher, OFS
Minister of St. Alphonsus and her compatriots for the list of apostolates and ministries that the fraternity is involved with. They are listed on the back page of
this edition.

Secretary Bird

During the visitation, in June, it became apparent that there are many activities that
each fraternity is “just doing” without thinking about them. With that in mind, besides
the continuing efforts of health and wellness checks, and constant updating of member
status, it would be nice to spotlight each fraternity and their activities, ministries and
“just do it” things.
The secretarial duties don’t specify this, but since the La Pobrecita is a great communications tool, I
would love to hear from any member who could get the information out there.

Finally, if you know of someone who is not getting the email edition of this newsletter, please call me at 814-425-1405 or send an email to ramadama@windstream.net.
Please share the La Pobrecita with everyone in your fraternity, active or inactive.
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Congratulations to the newly-elected (June 10) council of Sts. Louis & Elizabeth Fraternity:
Minister - Griselda (Cris) Taylor, OFS
Vice-Minister - Bernadetta Finley, OFS
Secretary - Elaine Sleever, OFS
Treasurer - Charles Menk, OFS
Formation Director - Roseanne Tysz, OFS
The election was conducted by Bob Khlopin, OFS, Regional Councilor. Fr. Jonathan McElhone, TOR,
Spiritual Assistant, served as ecclesial witness. Stephen Portenlanger, OFS, served as secretary of the
election.

Franciscan

The election for council was held on May 6, 2018 for Mary, Queen of Franciscans
Fraternity:

Elections are

Minister - Dave Balestino, OFS

three years at

Vice-Minister - Carol Peo, OFS
Secretary - Colleen Conlon, OFS
Treasurer - Debbie Santella, OFS

conducted every

the local and
regional level

Formation Director - Guido Santella, OFS
Councilor: Kathy Saller, OFS
Councilor: Sandy Clossin, OFS
Regional Minister Pat Serotkin, OFS presided over the election, Fr. Christopher
Panagoplos, TOR was the Friar witness and Mary Lou Ray served as secretary of
elections.

C

ongratulations to all!
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Congratulations to the newly professed members of St. Anthony Fraternity in Uniontown, PA.
Donna Bryant, Karen Rosinski, Rita
Waltz, Michael Zajak, and Theresa
Mazur were admitted to the Candidacy in 2017
Front Row in photo: Karen Rosinski,
OFS, Donna Bryant, OFS, Rita Waltz,
OFS: Second Row Theresa Mazur,
OFS, Fr. John Joseph Gonchar, OFM
and Michael Zajac, OFS
The Professions took place at on April
11, 2018.

Padre Pio is blessed
as well!!
Tim Vollmerhausen, OFS on the left and
Steve McBee, OFS on the right, made their
Permanent Profession into the Order of
Franciscan Seculars on May 19, 2018. The
ceremony was held at Sts. Peter and Paul
Church in Cumberland, WV.
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Mary Kathryn Doman Yurechko, OFS of St. Anthony, Uniontown Fraternity
Mary Kathryn (Doman)
Yurechko, 74, of Hopwood,
passed away peacefully on
March 6, 2018, at Uniontown Hospital. She was
born on October 29, 1943,
in Uniontown, PA, daughter of the late James and
Helen (Hosa) Doman.
Mary studied at Waynesburg College as an undergraduate and received her
Masters of Education from
the University of Pittsburgh in 1968. The majority of her career was at
Uniontown High School,
where she retired after 31
years of teaching. She
sponsored the Future

Business Leaders of America club. She was a professed member of the Secular Franciscan Order, a
lector at St. Anthony Friary and a dedicated member of St. Joseph Church,
Uniontown, PA. Mary
cherished her time spent
with her family, especially
her grandchildren.
Mary is survived by her
husband of 49 years, John
"Pete" Yurechko; her children, Melissa Yurechko
and her husband Tim Ditlow, and Eric Yurechko
and wife Amanda; grandchildren, Matthew Ditlow
and wife Lynette, Henry

Theodore M. Shutok, OFS

Ditlow, Jack Yurechko and
Ian Yurechko; sisters, Joyce Grote and Barbara Bullers sisters-inlaw, Evelyn Bloom and
Bertha Peton and husband
Walter.
The Funeral Mass was at
St. Joseph Church, Friday,
March 9, 2018 at 10:00
AM, followed by burial in
Mount St. Macrina Cemetery.
Donations may be made in
Mary's honor to St. Joseph
Salt & Light Organization,
180 Old Walnut Hill Road,
Uniontown, PA 15401.

of St. Anthony, Uniontown Fraternity

Pa., the son of Anne
Shutok and the grandson
of Albert and Mary
Siutak.
Ted was the loving husband of 33 ½ years to
Virginia Stossel Shutok
of Uniontown, Pa.
His mother; grandparents; uncles, Joseph,
Frank, Bill, Stan and
Walter Shutok and
aunts, Blanche, Mary
and Genevieve Shutok
Theodore M. “Ted”
Shutok, 80 of Uniontown, all preceded him in
death.
Pa. died on Thursday,
May 3, 2018.
Ted was a devout member of Saint Joseph R.C.
He was born March 10,
Church in Uniontown all
1938 in Continental # 3,

of his life. He served as
an usher, Eucharistic
Minister, Holy Name
Society and was a Professed Secular Franciscan. He also belonged
to the Sacred Heart
Prayer Group, the Salt
and Light Group, and
volunteered at Saint
Vincent de Paul Society
in Uniontown. Ted was
a kind and loving Christian man and was loved
by many people.

He is survived by his
loving wife Ginny;
aunt, Helen Hall,
Andover, Ohio; sisterin-law and brother-inlaw, Rita and Bill
Kulchock and many
cousins, nieces and
nephews.
The Funeral Mass
was at 10:00 a.m. in
Saint Joseph R. C.
Church, 180 Old Walnut Hill Road, Uniontown, Pa.

He was employed at
U.S. Steel Homestead
Works for 19 ½ years
and then at Ross Mould
until his retirement.
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Pat Mulligan, OFS of Holy Spirit Fraternity
Catherine Patricia
“Pat” Mulligan of Sharon passed away at 5:44
p.m. Saturday, April 28,
2018, in her home. She
was 87.

Director for Crown
America Corp. where
she won an international marketing award in
1987.

Her husband, Thomas
Mrs. Mulligan was born E. Mulligan, whom she
June 1, 1930, in Masu- married August 27,
1948, passed away Ocry, a daughter of Michael James and Cathe- tober 12, 1998.
rine Isabella Henighan.
A devout Catholic, Pat
She was a 1948 alumna
was an active member
and class salutatorian
of St. Joseph Church,
of Brookfield High
Sharon, where she
School and earned an
served as a Eucharistic
associate degree from
minister and was a
Penn State, Shenango
Confraternity of ChrisValley Campus.
tian Doctrine (CCD) inPat began her career at structor. (She also
taught CCD at St. Anthe former Sharon
Transformer Division of thony's Church in ShaWestinghouse Electric ron). Pat was a member of the Prison MinisCorp. following high
school and then worked try at St. Joseph’s for
more than 20 years and
for the law office of
Routman, Jones, Irwin was the recipient of the
and Goldstone in Sha- Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania's Departron. She opened and
managed the Kennedy ment of Corrections volChristian High School unteer of the year
book store in 1975 and award in 2005. She was
served as the director of also a volunteer for the
development from 1981 church food pantry and
received the Caritas
to 1983.
Award from Catholic
Pat retired in 1990 as
Charities of the Erie
the Regional Marketing

Diocese in 1999.
Pat was a member of
the Secular Franciscan
Order (formerly Third
Order of St. Francis)
and was the formation
director of Holy Spirit
Franciscan Fraternity,
hosted by St. Stanislaus
Kostka Church, Sharon.
Pat was involved in Pre
Cana (marriage counseling team) and the
pro-life movement. She
started the Peace
Awards, given annually
by the Shenango Valley
Catholic Schools, and
belonged to the Erie Diocesan Cursillo Movement.
Pat provided a home
for five foster children.
She is survived by four
daughters, Michelle A.
Sakony (Michael), Hermitage; Jule Farmartino, Jacksonville, FL;
Kathy Smith, Granville,
OH; and Patti Mulligan, Fleming Island,
FL; four sons, Tom Mulligan (Leslie), Palm
Coast, FL; Terry Mulligan (Ann), Williston,
FL; Tim Mulligan

(Nancy), Brookfield, OH;
and Shawn Mulligan
(Vicky), Hermitage; a
sister, Renie Cardamon
(Jim), Hermitage; 21
grandchildren; and 23
great grandchildren.
In addition to her husband, Pat was preceded
in death by her parents;
a sister, Mary Delores
Cabraja; a son-in-law,
Rocky Farmartino; and
a daughter-in-law, Carol
(Stefanovsky) Mulligan.
Mass of Christian burial
was at 11
a.m. Saturday (5/05/201
8) in St. Joseph’s
Church, 79 Case Ave.,
Sharon, with Rev.
Thomas Whitman, pastor, as celebrant.
Entombment: St. Rose
Cemetery mausoleum,
Hermitage.
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Louise Franks, OFS of St. Anthony, Uniontown Fraternity
Louise Franks, OFS passed away on Monday, July 2, 2018. Louise was a resident of Uniontown,
Pennsylvania at the time of passing.
Please understand at her request she wishes a private viewing and entombment for her immediate
family only. A Public Funeral Mass was held at St. Mary's (Nativity) Church in Uniontown on Friday, July 6, 2018 at 1:00 PM.
Louise was a member of St. Anthony, Uniontown Fraternity (No photo available).

Trish Maizland, OFS of St. Augustine Fraternity
Patricia Maureen
“Trish” Maizland, age
64, of Zelienople, passed
away on Tuesday, May
8, 2018 while under the
care of St. John Specialty Care Center in Mars.
Born December 3, 1953
in Ellwood City, she
was the daughter of the
late Joseph F. Morgan
and Helen A. Racz Morgan.
Trish was a life-long,
active member of St.
Gregory Catholic
Church, where she was
involved with the St.
Gregory Youth Group
Summer Project that
traveled to Kingwood,
WV, every summer. She
devoted more than
20 years to the Appalachian Mission Trip. As
a further way to express
her unwavering faith,

she was a member of St.
Augustine Fraternity
and Counselor for Lady
Poverty Region of the
Secular Franciscan Order.
The job that she considered most rewarding
was for Connectel on
the North Shore. Her
most recent employment was with Accredo
in Warrendale. Above
all, Trish always put
others before herself
and was devoted to her
family and friends. She
will be dearly missed
and fondly remembered.

E. Terlesky; her brother, Joseph F. Morgan
(Carol) of CO; her sister, Karen Skurcenski
(David) of Pittsburgh;
her nephews, Joseph F.
Morgan Jr. (Heather) of
WI, Gregory Morgan
(Amie) of CO, and Darren Skurcenski of Pittsburgh; her nieces, Cynthia Vetter (Andy) of
NE, and Lauren Sullivan (Chris) of Pittsburgh; her great-nieces,
Jessalyn, Elizabeth, Arianna and Megan; and
her great-nephews,
Gregory and Jacob.

A Mass of Christian
She leaves behind to
Burial was celebrated
cherish her memory her at 10 AM on Wednesdaughter, Valerie M.
day, May 16, 2018 at St.
Maizland-Penn (Jamall) Gregory Catholic
of Carnegie; her grand- Church, 2 W. Beaver
son, Matao Penn, and
St., Zelienople, PA
one on the way, Xavier; 16063, with the Fr.
her companion, Joseph
James G. Young, offici-

ating.
Trish was laid to rest
at the St. Gregory
Catholic Cemetery.
Memorial contributions in Trish’s honor
can be made to St.
Gregory Catholic
Church or to the St.
Augustine fraternity of
the Secular Franciscan
order.
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Gloria Reyes Lamperski, OFS, of St. Augustine Fraternity
On May 22, 2018, Gloria Reyes Lamperski, 65, of McCandless Township, beloved wife of 40
years to Curtis Lamperski. She was a member of St. Augustine Franciscan Fraternity in Pittsburgh, PA.
Also survived by her loving children, Minda (Christian) Apel and Andrew (Rica Enriquez) Lamperski; brothers, Pedro, Felix, Fortunato, Benjamin, Jesus Delacruz; sister, Rosita Galvez;
grandchildren, Christian, Ryan, Julianna & Kelsea Apel and Haskell Lamperski.
Friends were received on May 24th and 25th at Simons Funeral Home. Mass of christian burial
was held on Saturday the 26th at 9:30 AM at St. Sebastian Catholic Church, Fr. John Rushofsky, Celebrant. Internment: St. Stanislaus Cemetery.
Pretty lovebird, beloved wife & Lola of 40 years. Friend of many, child of God, generous in all
ways. A source of joy and encouragement to all who knew her. Still with us in heaven. Our beloved Santa Lola Tiger Paw.

Most High, all-powerful, good Lord,
all praise is yours, all glory, all honor,
and all blessing.
To you, alone, Most High, do they belong.
No mortal lips are worthy to pronounce your
name.
All praise be yours, my Lord,
through all you have made,
and first my lord Brother Sun, who brings the day;
and through whom you give us light.
How beautiful is he, how radiant in all his splendor;
Of you, Most High, he bears the likeness.
All Praise be yours, my Lord, through Sister Moon
and the stars; in the heavens you have made
them,
bright, and precious, and fair.
All praise be yours, my Lord,
through Brothers wind and air, and fair and
stormy,
all the weather's moods,
by which you cherish all that you have made.
All praise be yours, my Lord, through Sister Water,
so useful, humble, precious and pure.
All praise be yours, my Lord, through Brother
Fire,

through whom you brighten up the night.
How beautiful is he, how cheerful!
Full of power and strength.
All praise be yours, my Lord, through our
Sister
Mother Earth, who sustains us and governs us,
and produces various fruits with colored
flowers
and herbs.
All praise be yours, my Lord,
through those who grant pardon for love
of you;
through those who endure sickness and
trial.
Happy are those who endure in peace,
By You, Most High, they will be crowned.
All praise be yours, my Lord, through
Sister Death,
From whose embrace no mortal can escape.
Woe to those who die in mortal sin!
Happy those she finds doing your will!
The second death can do them no harm.
Praise and bless my Lord, and give him
thanks
And serve him with great humility.
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St. Alphonsus’ “Stuff We Do”
Idea Sharing
Memorial Day-Balloon Launch
All Souls Day-visit graves of deceased, play a special song for each deceased member and then say a decade of the rosary.
This is done on a week end. During meeting we light a candle and remember all souls we list and each member reads their
list then lights a candle.
Make rosaries for prisoners
Baby Bottles-we distribute small baby bottles to each member to fill with change, then return it to the gathering to add to
the large bottle that we give to Pro Life.
Collect paper products and toiletries for drig addiction house.
Can goods for food pantries
Quilts made for under prviledged and flood victims
Baby Shower for single mother who was an alcoholic
Give socks & hats to unwed mothers & babies whose families don’t want anything to do with them
Live nativity at the nursing home with singing, and in Christmas Parade
Dinner after all events
Mini golf family night
Transitus play
Blankets are collected for the homeless shelter
Make dresses for Haitian girls and shorts for the young boys.
Epiphany party-covered dish exchange and re-gifted items
Pillowcases are made for the children’s hospital
Quilt is made & raffled for breast cancer victims. Proceeds pay for mammograms for women who can not afford them.
If you want to contact Terri Schumacher, OFS Minister of St. Alphonsus Fraternity, call her at 740-310-3249. St. Alphonsus has set the standard pretty high for the rest of us. Send me lists of your “stuff” for the next edition on November 1,
2018.

OTHER IMPORTANT FRANCISCAN
NEWSLETTERS AND STUFF TO CHECK OUT

OFS-USA-EIC SUMMER NEWSLETTER
Ecumenical and Interfaith Newsletter at
https://conta.cc/2L8X8gC

VOX FRANCISCAN CIOFS NEWSLETTER
International OFS Newsletter Summer Issue
And the new video

“FORTY YEARS OF THE ‘NEW' RULE,
A TREASURE FOR THE OFS"
At: Www.ciofs.org
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