
3rd Sunday of Easter 
April 26, 2020 

 

Welcome! 
 

United in Spirit and with great joy as we continue our celebration of Jesus’ Resurrection from 

the dead, we at Jesus the Divine Word Church encourage our parishioners to join one another in 

prayer from our homes, reading and reflecting on the Word of God for this 3
rd

  Sunday of Easter 

and through the live streaming of our Mass at 10 AM (replayed at 12 Noon). 

 

Living the Word 

 
Theme:  Recognize Jesus Walking with You 

 

No matter what is occurring in our lives, our Risen Savior is with us.  

 

Opening Prayer 

 

On the first day of the week, O God of power, 

the day on which you raised up Jesus from the dead, 

we disciples on our journey 

implore you earnestly: Stay with us, Lord! 
 

As we hear the word that brings salvation, 

make our hearts burn within us. 

Through the presence of every friend and stranger, 

reveal to us the face of Christ 

who had first to suffer but who has entered now into glory, 

the Lord Jesus, our Passover and our Peace 

who lives with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
(Adapted from Prayer for Sundays and Seasons, Year A Third Sunday of Easter) 

 

Gospel 

Luke 24:13-35 

 

“That very day, the first day of the week, two of Jesus’ disciples were going to a village seven 

miles from Jerusalem called Emmaus, and they were conversing about all the things that had 

occurred.  And it happened that while they were conversing and debating, Jesus himself drew 

near and walked with them, but their eyes were prevented from recognizing him. 

 

He asked them, “What are you discussing as you walk along?”  They stopped, looking downcast. 

One of them, named Cleopas, said to him in reply, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem 

who does not know of the things that have taken place there in these days?” 



And he replied to them, “What sort of things?”  They said to him, “The things that happened to 

Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 

how our chief priests and rulers both handed him over to a sentence of death and crucified him. 

But we were hoping that he would be the one to redeem Israel; and besides all this, it is now the 

third day since this took place. Some women from our group, however, have astounded us: 

they were at the tomb early in the morning and did not find his body; they came back and 

reported that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who announced that he was alive. 

Then some of those with us went to the tomb and found things just as the women had described, 

but him they did not see.” 
 

And he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are!  How slow of heart to believe all that the 

prophets spoke!  Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his 

glory?” 

 

Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them what referred to him 

in all the Scriptures.  As they approached the village to which they were going, he gave the 

impression that he was going on farther.  But they urged him, “Stay with us, for it is nearly 

evening and the day is almost over.”  So he went in to stay with them.  And it happened that, 

while he was with them at table, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them. 

With that their eyes were opened and they recognized him, but he vanished from their sight. 

Then they said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he spoke to us on the 

way and opened the Scriptures to us?” 

 

So they set out at once and returned to Jerusalem where they found gathered together 

the eleven and those with them who were saying, “The Lord has truly been raised and has 

appeared to Simon!”  Then the two recounted what had taken place on the way and how he was 

made known to them in the breaking of bread.” 

 

Reflection 
 

The story of Emmaus begins and ends with a journey, as does our Sunday experience. Walking 

with family and friends, neighbors and other parishioners, we are always accompanied by 

another presence, the Risen Lord.  To sense that presence, to be conscious of the Lord himself 

walking with us, is the beginning of the Eucharistic experience.  When the word of God is 

proclaimed, we are invited to see our life in a new light.  When we come to the table of the Lord 

for the breaking of the bread – or when we spiritually unite ourselves to Him – we are made 

ready to continue the journey with hearts filled with the fire of his love. 

 
(Daily Prayer 2020, Liturgy Training Publications, Sunday, April 26, 2020) 

 

Challenge:  Despite our separation from each other, how do you perceive Jesus walking 

alongside you and your family during this pandemic?  May this recognition always be a cause for 

joy. 

 

 

 

 



Let Us Pray 
 

For the Church:  May the freedom brought by Christ’s Resurrection enable us to live with 

purpose and help others to forsake the fruitless pursuits of power, fame, and wealth… we pray to 

the Lord … Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For government leaders:  May God guide them in developing safe and prudent methods for the 

reopening of society as the pandemic wanes … we pray to the Lord … Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For all in the human family:  May God liberate us from the coronavirus pandemic, helps us grow 

in our awareness of the needs of one another, and build trust and cooperation among all 

peoples… we pray to the Lord … Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For the unemployed:  May God help them find the resources they need and open new 

opportunities for them to use their gifts and talents… we pray to the Lord … Lord, hear our 

prayer. 
 

For all who are on significant journeys, for missionaries, healthcare and aid workers and for 

members of the military: May God protect them from harm and help them be aware of his  

presence with them… we pray to the Lord … Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For all in our community, whether present physically or virtually:  May the Spirit guide our daily 

journeys and enable us to ease fear, bring hope and offer encouragement to those who touch our 

lives… we pray to the Lord … Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For the sick, the elderly, and those in nursing homes:  May God’s healing love relieve their 

suffering and fears and restore their health; we pray for Art Campbell, Ayden Felber, Jimmie 

Gorski, Nancy Harvey, David Kemeza, Marian Phillips, Father Michal Sajnog, Lovey Scott, 

Julia Small, Dave Thacker and for all suffering from COVID-19… we pray to the Lord... Lord, 

hear our prayer. 
 

For all who have died in the peace of Christ, in particular for Tony Calabrese, Dan and Gerri 

O’Connell, and for Ernest Lagimoniere, for whom this Mass is celebrated:  May they rejoice in 

God’s presence forever… we pray to the Lord … Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name… 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 

and enkindle in us the fire of your love. 
 

Send forth your Spirit and we shall be created and  

you will renew the face of the earth. 
 

O God, who has instructed the hearts of your faithful by 

the light of the Holy Spirit, grant that by the same  

Holy Spirit we may have right judgment in all things 

and evermore rejoice in his consolations.  

Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 


