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March 15, 2020 

 

Living the Word 

 
With the absence of all public Masses in the Archdiocese of Washington we at Jesus the 

Divine Word encourage our parishioners to join one another in prayer from our homes on 

Sunday, March 15
th

 at 10:00 AM, reading and reflecting on the word of God for this 3
rd

 

Sunday of Lent.   

 

Theme:  I Thirst 

 

Have you ever been thirsty? For what do we need water? When Jesus was thirsty he asked a 

Samaritan woman for some water. Because the Jews and the Samaritans had a long-standing 

hatred, this was a very significant encounter. 

 

Gospel 
 

Jesus came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of land that Jacob had given to his 

son Joseph.  Jacob’s well was there.  Jesus, tired from his journey, sat down there at the well. It 

was about noon. 
 

A woman of Samaria came to draw water.  Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”  His disciples 

had gone into the town to buy food.  The Samaritan woman said to him, “How can you, a Jew, 

ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?”  —For Jews use nothing in common with 

Samaritans.—  Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God and who is saying to 

you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” 

 

The woman said to him, “Sir, you do not even have a bucket and the cistern is deep; where then 

can you get this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us this cistern and 

drank from it himself with his children and his flocks?”  Jesus answered and said to her, 

“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again; but whoever drinks the water I shall give 

will never thirst; the water I shall give will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal 

life.”  The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may not be thirsty or have to 

keep coming here to draw water” (John 4:5-15). 

 

Reflection 
 

In the gospel, Jesus approaches the Samaritan woman first.  This is a story of conversion: God 

holds out a hand of friendship that we might learn to seek his grace.  Our reward for reaching out 

in return is tremendous: living water, water to wash away sin and death, to share in the divine 

life.  God relentlessly pursues his people, at every time and every place (Celebrating Sunday for 

Catholic Families, 2019-2020). 

 

Challenge:  Jesus waits for you at the well. How will you meet him? 



 

 

 

 

Let Us Pray 

 

For the Church:  that in the wilderness of these days we may be the rock of God, providing the 

waters of life to all who thirst…we pray to the Lord…Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For those who are working to curtail the coronavirus: that God will protect all who are caring for 

the sick and guide those researching cures and vaccines…we pray to the Lord…Lord, hear our 

prayer. 
 

For a deepening of hope:  that the Spirit of God lead us into a more profound experience of the 

depth of God’s love for us and renew our trust in his faithfulness as we face new challenges in 

our lives…we pray to the Lord…Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For all who thirst every day: that God will assist all who have limited access to water, guide all 

who are searching for new sources of water, and raise our awareness of the importance of clean 

water…we pray to the Lord…Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For the sick, especially those who continue to experience daily hardship: that they, like the 

woman at the well, may find healing and strength in God’s merciful love; we pray in particular 

for Frank Clarke, Edward Colgan, Denise Foss, Jimmie Gorski, Frank Heflin, David Kemeza, 

Kristy Kennedy-Thomas, Samantha Key, Geoff Lane, Patty Lee, Helen Mote, Charlotte Rank, 

Brian Stevens and Dave Thacker…we pray to the Lord…Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For all who have died: that God will raise them up from death to eternal joy…we pray to the 

Lord…Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name… 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 

and enkindle in us the fire of your love. 
 

Send forth your Spirit and we shall be created and  

you will renew the face of the earth. 
 

O God, who has instructed the hearts of your faithful by 

the light of the Holy Spirit, grant that by the same  

Holy Spirit we may have right judgment in all things 

and evermore rejoice in his consolations.  

Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 


