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Approximately 12 miles southwest of Caldwell 
on FM 2774 is the Frenstat community, home of 
the Catholic parish of Our Lady of the Holy 
Rosary Catholic Church, commonly referred to 
as "Holy Rosary Catholic Church."  The 
community became home of the first Catholic 
Church in Burleson County.  The first of our 
Catholics arrived in Frenstat from Fayetteville, 
Texas in 1884.  Some of the early settlers 
included Alois Knezek, Frank Knezek, and 
Martin Knezek.  Shortly afterwards came 
Robert Polansky, John Polansky, Adolf 
Polansky, and Anton Bordovsky also from 
Fayetteville.  Incidentally, these families were 
coming to the United States from Frenstat Pod 
Radhost in the Moravia area.  They arrived in 
the United States along the Texas Gulf ports 
aboard the Helena.  The voyage was long and 
difficult. Many of the families could send only 
some of the kids at a time because of the cost of 
the voyage.  Frank Cabron, a Catholic 
Frenchman, helped spread the Czech language 
to other settlers.  Incidentally Frank Cabron, a 
Confederate Soldier, (July 12, 1835 - March 11, 
1918) is one of 47 military veterans interred in 
the cemetery.  The veterans buried in the 
cemetery represent five different wars and 
peacetime. 
 
About a year later in 1885, came Martin 
Kazmir, Paul Kazmir, Jan (John) Orsak, Max 
Pivonka, Jan (John) Pivonka, Frank Skopik, 
John Marek, Joseph Vykukal, Martin Fedora, 
Vince Maresh, and John Machovsky.  Their first 
meeting in 1885 was under a tree, setting the 
stage for the beginning of the Frenstat parish.  
Since most of the settlers were from Frenstat 
Pod Radhost in Moravia, Robert Polansky 
recommended the community be called --
Frenstat, or Friendstat in honor of their 
homeland. 
 
One reference gave credit to a Father Joseph 
Fabian of Bluff, Texas, as being the first to offer 
mass with these early settlers; however, other 
references credited Father Chromcik.  In 1886, 
to these isolated self-sacrificing countrymen 
came the first 'apostle' priest, in the person of 

Father Josef Chromcik, also from the 
Fayetteville area.  He dropped in and visited 
several times a year.  Around 1886 there were 
approximately 40 families located in this 
community?  Not having a church building, 
Father Chromcik offered mass in the home of 
John Polansky.  A table was built to serve as the 
first altar.  That table, a very treasured and 
historical item of our early Christian settlers, is 
currently in the possession of a parish member, 
a direct descendant of the Polansky family. 
Father Chromcik envisioned the community 
growing and having a bright future.  On October 
25, 1887, Father Chromcik performed the first 
baptism in Frenstat.  He baptized Frank Matus, 
son of Frank and Katerina Matus.  As more 
settlers continued coming, Father encouraged 
the building of a school and church.   
 
Another community meeting was held to discuss 
Father Chromcik's suggestion.  Catholics from 
Birch, a community within three miles of 
Frenstat, attended and assisted.  These included 
Joseph Marek, Frank Popek, Felix Mix, Joseph 
Jakel, Peter Matula and others.  At this meeting, 
Adolf Polansky deeded 20 acres of land for the 
founding of the school, a church, and a 
cemetery. According to the deed recorded in 
Volume 3, Pages 103-104, in the Burleson 
County Deed Records, Adolf Polansky and 
wife, Veronica, sold the 20 acres to Right 
Reverend N.A. Gallagher, D.D. Bishop of the 
Galveston Diocese on April 12, 1887.  The 
transaction was valued at $100.   First directors 
of the school were Father Chromcik, President; 
Max Pivonka, Secretary; Robert Polansky, 
Treasurer; and Paul Kazmir, Accountant.  The 
contribution collectors were Father Chromcik, 
Josef Marek, Paul Kazmir, Frank Marek, John 
Orsak and John Polansky.  The school was 
constructed in 1888 and for many years Adolf 
Polansky was the schoolteacher.  A fenced lot 
was to be used for a cemetery named St. John's.  
The cemetery's name didn't last, as the cemetery 
most often was referred to as the "Frenstat 
Catholic" cemetery or "Our Lady of the Holy 
Rosary" cemetery.  The "Catholic" distinction is 
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often made since there is another Frenstat cemetery with less than 20 graves within a half-
mile of the church.  This small cemetery is 
sometimes called the "Christian" or "Mynar    
Cemetery" as non-Catholic members were buried 
there. As Frenstat grew their regular religious 
services were now held in the school.  This was a 
major achievement.  With the school completed, 
plans turned to having a separate church building. 
 
Construction of the church began on a memorable 
day, April 30, 1888 - the Centennial of the United 
States as a nation.  Within a year in 1889, Father 
Chromcik and the settlers completed a simple, 
attractive 60' X 40' church building, debt free, 
dedicated in honor of Our Lady of the Holy 
Rosary. The first Catholic Church in the county 
now had an official home and was often referred 
to as Holy Rosary Catholic Church or Frenstat 
Catholic Church.  It was a tribute to the ancestors' 
love and hope of building a home for the Lord.  

    
 
Following Father Chromcik, other visiting priests 
to Frenstat were Father Joseph Fabian, Father 
Charles Preis of Frelsburg, Father Gajdusek, 
Father N. Laski of Brenham, and Father V. 
Chlapik of Ellinger.  These priests also served the 
neighboring communities as they made rounds 
offering mass with these early settlers.  Paul 

Polasek and Anna Kalanek celebrated the first 
sacrament of marriage or matrimony in Frenstat 
on July 8, 1890.   
 
In 1890 the Association of Sts. Cyril and 
Methodius, KJT Lodge #12, was founded in 
Frenstat as a men's Catholic service organization.  
Founding members were Anton Bordovsky, 
Martin Fedora, Frank Knezek, Paul Kazir, John 
Machovksy, John Polansky, Adolf Polansky, and 
Robert Polansky.  The Association grew steadily 
to 44 members.  The first officers were Robert 
Polansky, President; John Machovsky, Vice-
President; Anton Bordovsky, Secretary; and John 
Polansky, Treasurer.  On January 28, 1893, 
Robert F. Polansky and wife Julia sold one-half 
acre of land (for $15) to the St. Cyril & 
Methodius KJT Lodge #12.  The deed, recorded 
in Volume 9, Pages 509-510 in the Burleson 
County Records, was for the purpose of building 
a hall.                            
Seemingly unattractive to some, it was spacious 
enough and satisfied the parishioners' needs. 

 
                           KJT Members 
The KJT celebrated their 100th anniversary on 
October 27, 1991 with a mass in the church and a 
meal in the hall 

                   
                     .  KJT Officers 
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Officers who organized the event were Edward 
Marek, President; J.C. Sablatura, Vice-President; 
and J.D. Vavra, Secretary-Treasurer.  Succeeding 
this group of officers and currently holding office 
include Franklin J. Karasek, Jr., President; 
Lawrence Vavra, Vice-President; Tina Vavra, 
Secretary; and Linda Gaas, Treasurer.  KJT 
Society #12 was recognized as a Level III Society 
for the year 2004 in the KJT Society Recognition 
Program.  The Society is actively involved in the 
State of Texas trash pick up program as they 
maintain the two mile stretch on FM 2774 that 
runs in front of the church.  They sponsor an 
annual dance with the proceeds benefiting the 
Priest's and Religious Retirement Fund.  They 
have assisted and financially sponsored other 
church related activities like the Christmas 
program bags, providing refreshments for 
functions as well as taking part in the Memorial 
Day ceremony.   The KJT Society is an active 
organization in church and community activities. 
 
Two of the Frenstat's KJT Society Lodge #12 
members have become priests.  James Polansky 
son of Adolf and Anna Polansky was ordained 
May 17, 1942.   Edward Karasek son of Franklin 
and Ramona Karasek was ordained May 30, 
1987.  Another KJT Society member with family 
ties to Frenstat became a priest.  Leonard 
Pivonka, grandson of one the early settlers, 
Ludwig and Frances Pivonka and son of current 
parishioners, Herbert and Geraldine Schoppe 
Pivonka was ordained a priest at the Corpus 
Christi Cathedral on May 27, 1977.  He is a 
member of the KJT Society in Alice, Texas.  
Reverend Msgr. Leonard D. Pivonka, JCD is 
pastor at St. Elizabeth of Hungry parish in Alice, 
Texas. 
 
The first person to be buried by a priest in the 
cemetery was Frank Marek on February 15, 1890.  
The priest was Father Laski, a visiting priest.  
This is not meant to state that this was the first 
burial; merely, since there was not a resident 
pastor, the settlers performed the burial services 
themselves and the next time a priest came to the 
community, he would bless the grave.   
 

With its school, hall, cemetery and church 
established by 1895, the community was 
recognized as a parish and was assigned its first 
resident pastor in Reverend Karel Kacer, who 
came from Europe.  

               .  
Without housing available for the priest, he lived 
with the Robert Polansky family for the first year.  
First Communion was celebrated on November 3, 
1895.  Between 1896-1897,  a parsonage was 
built for Father Kacer.  Including Frenstat, the 
new resident pastor traveled to the neighboring 
missions:  Dime Box, Caldwell, and Mound 
Prairie (between Somerville and Snook).  On 
October 7, 1896, the first sacrament of 
Confirmation was conferred.  Father Kacer 
successfully administered the parish.  The parish 
grew and was made 'grand' by his activities.  In 
1905 Father Kacer was made pastor of the Sts. 
Cyril and Methodius Parish in Marak (Milam 
County), Texas.  Because Frenstat was without a 
resident priest, Father Skocek of Caldwell held 
services as he came through Frenstat.  In 1905 the 
parish became a mission of the St. Joseph Parish 
in Bryan, Texas, and was served by Father J.B. 
Gleissner.   

                      
 
Being from a German family and fluent in the 
Czech language, he was able to serve the Czech 
people of Frenstat.  This beloved and zealous 
priest offered masses until the end of 1907. 
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At the end of 1907, Joseph C. Kunc, another 
newly ordained priest, was appointed the local 
resident priest.  Soon he was transferred to 
Caldwell and Frenstat once again become the 
mission parish.   

                          
 
On September 13, 1907, the Association of St. 
Isidore of the Farmer's Aid Association (named in 
honor of the patron saint of farmers) was founded 
in Frenstat.   

          
              Association of St. Isidore 
The founding members were John Sablatura, 
Frank Vykukal, and Joseph Sablatura.  The 
association grew to 32 members with President, 
Ludvik Pivonka; Vice-President, Joseph 
Sablatura; Secretary/Treasurer, Vince Matus; and 
Accountant, John Gaas.   
 
December 13, 1908, the St. Cecilia Association 
KJZT Lodge #28 was founded in Frenstat as the 
ladies’ Catholic service organization.    Founding 
members were Sophie Bordovsky, Hermina 
Polansky, Kristina Polansky Barta, and Erma 
Bordovsky.  Later members joining included 
Ludmilla Polansky Kvapil, Vlasta Vanek 
Cernosek, Julia Hermina Susil, Marie Marek, 
Anna Schoppe Junek, Emma Orsag, Anna Marek 
Balcek, Marie Polansky, Anna Lazer, Julie Kacer, 
Mrs. John (Mary) Marek, and Mrs. George 

(Mary) Marek as the association's membership 
grew to 47.   

                           KJZT Members 
Others holding various office include President- 
Annie Vavra, 1945-1986; Anita Steely, 1986-
2003; Margaret Polansky, 2003 -present; Vice-
President-Barbara Sablatura 1999-2003, Beverly 
Barrow, 2003-present; Secretary-Olga Schoppe, 
1945-1959,Gloria Tydlacka Kubeczka 1959-
1962, Elenora Vavra Mynar 1962-1964; Gloria 
Tydlacka Kubeczka 1965-1985; Geraldine 
Schoppe Pivonka 1985-present; Treasurer- Annie 
Matejowsky 1950-1970, Lydia Gaas 1970-1985; 
Mavis Gaas 1985-2003; Marcella Polansky 
Franzetti 2003-present; Historian-Bernadette 
Polansky 2004-present-.  The 2005 membership 
list has approximately 75 members.  The ladies 
have done an outstanding job in the community.  
Activities include bake sales to benefit CCE 
classes, and making lap robes for the local 
nursing home residents.  KJZT Lodge #28 has 
maintained diamond status since 1987. 
 
Father Jakub (James) W. Kveton, also a newly 
ordained priest, succeeded Father Kunc in 1908. 
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During his tenure the church was renovated, 
stained glass windows were added, and a new 
parsonage was built.   

 
 
Church windows were donated by the KJT Lodge 
#12, KJZT Lodge #28, Barbara Bezpalec, Anna 
Gaas, Frank Vykukal, Valentin & Filemona 
Bartos, Linus & Vincencia Bayer Pivonka, Frank 
& Annie Sobotik, Frank & Julie Kacer, John & 
Edmund Sobotik, Rosalie Fotjik, and Anna 
Marek.  Windows that were broken in a hailstorm 
were replaced in 2002.  Father Kveton served 
until the end of 1918.  Father Kveton's largest 
group to receive first communion was 25 in 1912. 
 
In 1919 Father Joseph Klobouk was appointed 
local resident priest.   

                   .  
He came from the Corpus Christi Diocese.  Due 
to his efforts, the Grotto of the Virgin Mary of 
Lourdes, was built.  This first grotto was built out 
of sandstone rocks, which eventually deteriorated 
and the Grotto later was rebuilt by Father Matl.  
During 1926 there were a record 28 baptisms. 
Father Kloubok successfully led the parish up to 
the end of June 1926.  Holy Rosary was again 
without a resident priest and from time to time 
Father A. Nicholson traveled to Frenstat to have 

mass.  Later Father Joseph Valenta, from the 
University of the Virgin Mary in La Porte, Texas, 
traveled to Frenstat.   

                    
He continued to travel to Frenstat until June 
1927. 
 
At the beginning of August 1927, Father 
Innocenc (Inn) Raska was appointed local 
resident priest.   

                       
He was born July 20, 1891, in Moravia.  He did 
many needed things and firmly followed the 
examples of his predecessors.  He was described 
as a diligent priest who was greatly loved by the 
parishioners.  At this time the parish had grown to 
approximately 85 families.  Father Raska worked 
hard until the end of June 1931, when he was 
transferred for health reasons to Hostyn and then 
later to Frydek, where he died May 22, 1944.   
The time he spent in Frenstat was very special to 
him.  It was his wish to be buried in Frenstat.  His 
body was brought back to Frenstat for the burial 
mass and interment.  The large cross in our 
cemetery marks his grave.  
 
In August 1931, Father Thomas J. Matl was 
appointed pastor.  
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He was born in Vienna, Lower Austria and 
moved to Temple, Texas, with his parents.  On 
May 30, 1931, he was ordained a priest at the 
University of the Virgin Mary in La Porte, Texas, 
and on June 2, 1931, celebrated his first mass in 
his family's own parish at St. Joseph's Church 
located in Cyclone, Texas.  After a month's 
vacation, he was appointed local resident priest at 
the Holy Rosary Parish in Frenstat.  Somerville's 
St. Anne's Parish and Mound Prairie St. Jacob's 
Parish were his mission appointments as well.  
Through his efforts the parish found itself in good 
financial condition.  Once again the parishioners 
expressed their love and appreciation to their 
pastor.  Father Matl was very energetic and 
encouraged spiritual growth and devotion with 
emphasis on service to God and community.   
                                                                                                                                                                                              
Two girls, Teresie Marek and Georgia Orsak 
from the parish entered the Convent of St. 
Ludmila in Shiner, Texas, while Father Matl was 
Frenstat pastor.   Teresie Marek, who became a 
nurse, and later a teacher took the name, Sister 
Imelda.   

                 
She was the daughter of George and Mary Marek. 
She was born February 5, 1912.  She spent the 
last forty-three years of her life teaching at 
Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament Sisters in 

Victoria.  Sister Imelda died October 8, 1982 at 
the age of 70.  She was a sister of Annie Marek 
Vavra, Rosie Marek Gaas, Marie Marek Schoppe, 
Joe Marek, Louis Marek, and Andrew Marek. 
Georgia (Jirina) M. Orsak became a teacher and 
took the name Sister Laurencie.  

                  
She was the daughter of Charles and Emma 
Marek Orsak.  The sixth of ten children, she was 
born on February 28, 1916, and was a nun for 
over sixty-five years.  She was a sister of 
Margaret Orsak Piwonka, Charles Henry Orsak, 
Emma Orsak Marek, William Orsak, Ernest 
Orsak, Frank Orsak, Edward Orsak, Joe Orsak, 
and Mary Orsak Polansky.  Sister Laurencie died 
October 17, 1999 and is buried at the Convent of 
Incarnate Word in Victoria, Texas. 
 
In 1933 St. Joseph's Parish in Dime Box, Texas, 
became the mission of Holy Rosary Parish.  
These two parishes remained together until 
August 1991, when once again Somerville's St. 
Anne's Parish was reunited with Holy Rosary.  
The grotto originally built in 1919 had begun to 
deteriorate.  Father Matl encouraged parishioners 
to bring pieces of petrified wood in order to 
renovate and enlarge the grotto.  Pieces of 
petrified wood were brought to church whenever 
folks came to the vicinity.  Realizing this process 
would have taken too long, Father Matl asked 
folks to volunteer to haul the rocks in wagons.  
F.O. Weichert, Joe Vavra, Ludvik Pivonka, Adolf 
Korth, Henry Schroeder, Ed Sobotik Sr., John 
Polansky, John Sablatura, F.B. Popek, Ben 
Popek, John Schoppe, Alois Schoppe, Ben 
Ofczarzak, Joe Marek Sr, Frank Porubsky, Adolf 
Polansky, and Julius Schoppe hauled gravel and 
rocks.  Victor Hajovsky hauled three truckloads 
of purchased gravel.  Petrified wood was hauled 
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in by J.C. Marek, F.B. Popek, Joe Vavra, John 
Sobotik, Fred Pivonka, Ludvik Pivonka, Louis 
Charanza, F. Kacer Sr., Ed Sobotik Sr., and Linus 
Pivonka.  As the parishioners were bringing in 
the petrified wood, Father Matl acquired iron to 
reinforce the concrete and petrified wood which 
was used to form the grotto.  Father Matl himself 
began to build the grotto.  He ran electrical wiring 
underground from the parsonage and added lights 
and a statue of St. Bernadette as finishing touches 
to the grotto. Young people from the parish who 
helped him included John Kacer, John Charanza, 
Ludvik Charanza, Andrew Marek, Frank Marek, 
Alois Marek, Joe Marek, John Polansky, Jakub 
(James) Polansky, Vince Matus, Clement 
Sobotik, Ed Sobotik, Ben Popek, Ben Ofczarzak, 
Eddie Lacina, Albert Schoppe, Alois Bordovsky, 
Joseph Fedora, and Vilem Orsak. 
 
The grotto was beautifully built, solid as a rock, 
furnished with a water fountain and even with a 
drain for overflowing water; in the water were 
goldfish, water lilies and other exotic water 
plants.   

 
Father Matl was also instrumental in securing the 
first telephone lines into Frenstat. Dr. John Siptak 
helped Father Matl with the telephone line 
project.  Father Matl performed a record eight 
marriages in 1935.  Father Matl and the 
congregation felt blessed when James Polansky, 
son of Adolf and Anna Polansky, entered the 
priesthood at the University of the Virgin Mary in 
La Porte, Texas.  Father Polansky was ordained a 
priest May 17, 1942.                            

           
While assistant pastor in Taylor, he was killed 
August 19, 1955, in a car wreck in Smithville, 
Texas. In his memory, the family donated the 
statues found along the inside wall of the church 
representing The Fourteen Stations of the Cross 
which were refurbished by a family member in 
1996. He is buried next to Father Inn Raska in 
our cemetery. 
 
In 1935 a new spacious hall with a stage and 
electric lights was built.  Father Matl was the 
initial founder for the Frenstat Catholic Youth 
Organization or the "CYO".  The Diocese of 
Austin was established on, November 15, 1947.  
Most Reverend Louis J. Reicher D.D. was 
appointed the first Bishop of Austin on 
November 29, 1947.  Bishop Reicher received the 
Consecration and had taken canonical possession 
of the Diocese of Austin.  Property in Burleson 
County in the name of and owned by the Bishop 
of Galveston was then transferred to the Most 
Reverend Louis J. Reicher on behalf of the 
Austin Diocese as recorded in Volume 104 Page 
399 of the Deed Records of Burleson County 
dated January 5, 1949.  Holy Rosary Church had 
been moved from the Galveston Diocese to the 
Austin Diocese and has remained under the 
auspices of the Bishop of Austin.  Representing 
the Austin Diocese as Bishop have included:  
Most Reverend Louis J. Reicher, November 
1947-1971, Most Reverend Vincent M. Harris 
1971-1986, Most Reverend John McCarthy 1986-
2001, and Most Reverend Gregory Aymond, 
January 2001 - present.  
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Father Matl served the Frenstat parish as pastor 
from 1931-1951.  In 1951 Father George 
Tydlacka, who incidentally had a brother, Jerome 
also a priest, was appointed pastor in Frenstat.  
"Father George" became an active leader of the 
parish and the CYO.   

               
Father George was instrumental in getting music 
included in the liturgy; he arranged for music 
lessons for Elizabeth (Liz) Gaas Shupak and her 
sister, Martha.  They drove weekly to Granger for 
lessons.  Liz continues to play the organ. As a 
tribute to her fifty-four years of faithful service as 
organist and contributions at other church 
activities, she was one of seventy-five recipients 
of the Bishop's Diocesan Lumen Gentium (Light 
of the World) Award on June 8, 2005.  
 
In 1963 ground was broken for a new church and 
in order to help save the parish money, under the 
supervision of a certified electrician, Father 
George, himself, did all the electrical work in the 
new brick church.  The church was completed 
August 25, 1963, right next to the old church.  
Father George had the ceremony of laying the 
cornerstone and the first mass in the new church 
on September 1, 1963.  Later the old church was 
torn down.  Most Reverend Louis J. Reicher D.D. 
Bishop of Austin dedicated the church April 12, 
1964.  Celebration began with a high mass 
celebrated by Father George Tydlacka.  Bishop 
Reicher officiated at the formal ceremony of 
dedication.  After the dedication, additional 
activities scheduled for the day included a 
barbecue dinner, and a full afternoon of activities 
including music by Sil Krenek's Orchestra.  The 

dedication date coincided with the 75th 
anniversary of the church.  Father George taught 
the young people how to carry on the service of 
God through service to others.  Many of his CYO 
members assisted him in cleaning his home, 
church, and grounds.  Together they shared many 
memories of cutting down cedar trees for the 
nativity and plays, cleaning of chickens, turkeys, 
etc. for food cookouts and playing lots of ball 
games, and going on lots of outings together.  A 
memory shared of Father George's time in 
Frenstat included his dog.  Without the 
convenience of air conditioning and with doors 
opened, on occasion, Father's faithful dog, 
Smodla, would come down the aisle wagging his 
tail as Father was delivering a homily.  On 
Sunday, altar boys would recite the rosary before 
mass, a tradition continued to the present time.  In 
2005 upon hearing someone stole his riding 
mower and trailer, the Frenstat parishioners 
presented him with replacements.  Once again, he 
expressed gratitude to his faithful Frenstat friends 
with a card including a picture of him on his 
treasured gift.  The information he provided has 
helped us in compiling history.  He celebrated his 
50th anniversary to the priesthood with mass and 
a social in Frenstat.  Father George Tydlacka was 
in Frenstat from 1951 to 1965.   
 
In 1965 Father Frank Miller came to Frenstat. 

               
Father Miller moved the parsonage from Frenstat 
to Dime Box, Texas.  The Holy Rosary 
Recreation Center was completed October 20, 
1967.  The first event for the center was the 
annual parish picnic celebration held on October 
29, 1967.  Council members who assisted with 
the Recreation Center Project included J.D. 
Vavra, Lawrence Vavra, J.C. Sablatura, Frank 
Tydlacka, Edward Marek, Henry Zgabay, Ernest 
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Ofczarzak, B.J. Shupak, Edwin Gaas, Joe 
Charanza, and Ben Popek.  George Zapalac was 
the architect for the Center.  Father Miller left in 
1968 due to health reasons.  Along with the 
recreation center, a new 60' x 40' brick barbecue 
pit was also built.  Father Marion Atomanczyk 
was appointed pastor in 1968.   

                 
It was during this time that new additions were 
made to the recreation center or hall as it proved 
to be too small.  Countless polkas and waltzes 
have been danced in the hall as it continues to 
host many church and community activities. 
Things continued to progress and in 1971 Father 
Steve Montenegro was appointed pastor. 

                      
 Adrian Tydlacka was recognized as the 
Outstanding CYO Advisor of the Diocese on July 
28, 1974 in Georgetown.  Adrian was presented 
the "For God and Youth" award in recognition of 
his work with the CYO youth. This was an honor 
for Adrian and Frenstat as it exemplified a 
cooperative and supportive attitude in fellowship 
service to God.  Father Steve Montenegro left the 
parish in 1975. 
 
A young, energetic, cowboy-booted individual 
arrived in Frenstat riding his motorcycle in 1975.  
Father Isidore Rozycki ("Father Izzy") happily 
arrived to serve his new parish. 

          
   
With debts paid off, construction of a gym began.  
It was decided a building was needed to provide 
our people with a place to participate in various 
activities during any weather conditions.  The 
gym would serve as an athletic facility; however, 
it would provide additional space for meetings or 
gatherings.  Father Isidore was actively involved 
with the youth of the community.  He arranged 
trips for the youth and adult sponsors to ball 
games at the Astrodome via charter bus.  This 
was a big event for Frenstat as special lasting 
memories brought reflections of fun activities 
resulting in service to others. When remembering 
one of these trips, people who took the trip could 
always share a thought that someone else forgot 
for a time.  Community fellowship and service 
went hand in hand with Father Isidore.  He was 
also remembered for relating messages through 
stories involving his favorite characters, "Jethro 
and Budro".  Through Jethro or Budro 
escapades/adventures Father tied God's plan for 
life to everyday life adventures.  Father Isidore 
was also involved with the youth outside of our 
faith community.  On any given Friday night, one 
would find him attired in his black and white 
striped referee uniform for football games at any 
stadium within driving distance.  His calls carried 
a "special" ruling.   
 
In the early 1980's George and David Gaas added 
some needed touches to the grotto.  A new 
concrete slab was poured around the front and 
lighted petrified rock columns were added.  As 
the number of kids in CCD grew, Liz Shupak was 
chosen CCD Coordinator.  Along with the aid of 
her teachers, the Sunday school kids became 
more actively involved in many activities.  
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Renewed enthusiasm spread as Christmas plays 
were performed, various church traditions such as 
May Crowning, children's mass, Mothers & 
Fathers Day activities, and other community 
activities were incorporated or revisited.  Some of 
the 'good ole days' activities brought back many 
of the older folks and again Frenstat was buzzing 
with activities and things to do.  These were a 
few of the memories individuals shared about 
Father Isidore when gathering information for the 
directory.   
 
During Father Isidore's time in Frenstat, one of 
his altar boys, Edward Karasek, entered the 
priesthood. Once again Frenstat felt blessed that 
one of their parish family had chosen a life of 
service to Christ.    "Father Ed" started his studies 
in Santa Fe, New Mexico and upon completion 
entered St. Mary's Seminary in Houston, Texas.  
He was ordained a priest on May 30, 1987 in 
Austin, Texas, and on May 31, he offered his first 
mass in Frenstat.  Following the mass a social and 
dance were held in the hall honoring the 
occasion.   

         
Father Karasek was assigned pastor at St. Louis 
Cathedral in Austin and later was transferred as 
pastor to St. Mary, Church of the Assumption and 
St. Mary's School in West, Texas.  Father Ed was 
the Vocational Director of the Diocese for a 
period of time and currently serves as Chaplain 
for the KJT Society and DCCW Clerical 
Endowment Fund.  Father Isidore was transferred 
to Tours & Elk in 1987 and continues to keep in 
touch with Father Ed as they are in neighboring 
parishes.   
 

In 1987 Msgr. Boli Zientek was appointed pastor 
of Frenstat.   

           
The parish celebrated its centennial year of 
founding on Sunday, October 4, 1987 with Father 
Edward Karasek, its native son, celebrating mass.  
The annual bazaar and picnic included all day 
activities with food, games, auction and 
entertainment with music during the day and 
dance at night concluding the celebration.  During 
Msgr. Boli's tenure, the gym was finished and 
new accounting procedures were implemented 
within the parish.  Father Boli stayed until 1989 
when he was transferred to Sealy, Texas.   
 
Msgr. Ray Widacki was appointed pastor in 
1989.   

                
Father Ray's quite and gentle approach in affairs 
was appreciated.   The sandal shoes that he used 
to wear were of interest.  It seemed a disciple was 
indeed among us as most pictures show disciples 
wearing sandal shoes just like Father Ray's.   A 
memory was shared of the time when new 
religious education curriculum was purchased.  
Father and a couple of the CCD teachers began 
the 5 AM trip to San Antonio to purchase books.  
Father shared his knowledge about many of the 
historical sites in San Antonio and their religious 
influence on our state and community.   He paid 
particular attention that the CCD curriculum was 
accurate, appropriate and economical for our 
parish. By the way, the books selected (under his 
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guidance) proved to be very good ones and are 
still used with the religious education classes.  He 
came to the CCD swimming party in his sandals.  
Bathrooms were added in the back of the church 
and a directory was completed in 1989.  This 
directory celebrated the 100th anniversary of the 
church's recognition as a parish.  
 
In August 1991 Bishop John McCarthy 
restructured Father Ray's duties. Bishop 
McCarthy assigned the Holy Family parish at 
Lexington to Father Ray's assignment as a 
mission parish.  Frenstat was reunited as a 
mission of St. Anne's Church in Somerville in 
1991.  Father Gene Shepard, St. Anne's pastor, 
was assigned to pastoral duties for Holy Rosary. 

                     
During Father Gene's time, the altar and inside of 
the church were repainted.  Carroll Steely entered 
the Diaconate program;  

                      
outside bathrooms on the garage were 
refurbished, and cemetery markers were aligned 
in 1993-94.  In 1994 a flagpole was erected in 
memory of our faithfully departed and each 
Memorial Day weekend, memorial services are 
held.  Father Gene was transferred to Chapel Hill, 
April 1995. 
 
Father Scott Mikkelson was appointed pastor for 
Frenstat in April 1995.   

                  
Father Scott was transferred to Frenstat and St. 
Anne's in Somerville from Caldwell, Texas.  
Frenstat had approximately 100 parish families.  
The community began to host many deanery and 
retreat meetings or gatherings.  Father Scott 
encouraged the parish to do a church history 
celebrating the 100th anniversary in recognition of 
being a parish with regular services.  As he so 
aptly remarked, "Sweet Jesus, Your Faith is 
Wonderful and Marvelous Indeed" and how 
better to exemplify it than in picture and word.  
Holy Rosary's beginnings were humble indeed; 
however, with each generation's efforts, faith 
grew throughout the 100 years.  Father Scott 
assisted with the completion of the 1995 
directory.  His health forced him to take a leave 
of absence in November 1995.  He is currently 
pastor of St. Mary's Parish in Hearne, Texas.  
 
Father Robert Herald was assigned pastor at 
Frenstat and celebrated his first mass on 
November 5, 1995.   

                  
While "Father Bob" was at Frenstat, the interior 
of the church was refurbished, blue carpeting was 
installed and many of the existing relics were 
restored and refinished.  Father Herald was 
transferred in January 1997.  Father Joel McNeil 
came to Frenstat and offered his first mass on 
January 5, 1997.   
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Another very youthful and enthusiastic priest, he 
enjoyed getting the youth involved in services 
through music.  He played his guitar and 
encouraged others to join in with their instrument 
or with their vocal talent. "Father Joel" described 
Frenstat as "The Jewel in the Woods".  
Achievements or accomplishments included 
improving parking lots, repairs to existing 
buildings, and adding cement sidewalks around 
the church.  The grotto restoration was begun.  
When Father Joel was transferred to Round Rock 
June 1999, Frenstat was reassigned as a mission 
of St. Mary's Church in Caldwell, Texas.   
Father Dimitrij Colankin offered his first mass on 
June 20, 1999, as pastor in Frenstat. 

         
Being of Czech descent, he offers mass in 
English, Spanish, or Czech depending on the 
need.   "Father Dimitrij" brought Deacon John 
Young with him to Frenstat. 

          
 
Some of the achievements or accomplishments 
beginning in 1999 include a canopy to the front 

of the church, building a sidewalk to the Grotto, 
refurbishing the Grotto fountain, building a new 
barbecue house and a new maintenance and 
storage building, and paving the road to the hall.  
There were also numerous beautification projects 
done in memory of deceased parishioners, 
including new park benches in the cemetery and 
on the church grounds, and planting of trees and 
other greenery and donation of altar linens.  
Restoration of the antique St. Dominic painting 
was done in memory of Ernest L. Ofczarzak by 
his children. 
  
Nineteen stained glass windows depicting saints 
replaced nineteen old stained glass windows in 
the church in November 2002.   Four of the 
original saint pictures were moved and occupy 
the first two windows on each wall of the church.  
The other original pictures were left in their 
original location.  According to records, donors 
of the original windows include: (1) Ave Maria 
by Frantiska Vykoukal, (2) Immaculate Heart 
Emblem by Barbora Bezpalec, (3) St. Filomena 
by Valentin and Filomena Bartos, (4) Sacred 
Heart emblem by Rosalie Fojtik, (5) (6)(7) 
chalice emblem, grapes emblem, & wheat 
emblem by a parish family (8) St. Anne with 
Mary by a parish family (9) St. Gregory by a 
parish family, (10) St. Cecilia by KJZT Lodge 
#28 Members, and (11) Sts. Cyril & Methodius 
by KJT Lodge #12 Members.  Those that were 
recorded as by a parish family included names 

unknown or not recorded in records; however, 

their donations are known and acknowledged in 

the mind of God.  Some of the original windows 
were broken during a hailstorm and records 
indicate that those were St. John Nepomucene by 
John & Edmund Sobotik; St. Isidore by St. 
Isidore Society Members; Bethlehem Scene by 
Anna Gaas; St. Francis by Frank & Julia Kacer; 
and St. Linus by Linus & Vincencia Bayer 
Pivonka. 
 
 The new saint windows donors include (1) St. 
Anthony by Ernest L. & Vlasta Ofczarzak; (2) St. 
Patrick in Memory of Ramona Karasek by her 
family; (3) St. Dominic in Memory of Joseph 
Dominic (J.D.) Vavra; (4) St. Wenceslaus in 
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Memory of John & Marcella Polansky and John 
Polansky, Jr. by family; (5) St. Maximillian 
Kolbe in Memory of Julius & Olga Schoppe by 
their children; (6) St. Isidore in Memory of 
Joshua Taylor, (7) Blessed Mother with St. 
Gabriel in Memory of Casper & Annie Seibert 
and in Memory of Henry & Annie Schrader, (8) 
Our Lady of the Rosary in Memory of Frank & 
Rosalie Gaas donated by Children and 
Grandchildren, (9) St. Christopher in Memory of 
Ben & Marcella Ofczarzak, (10) St. Joseph by 
The Herbert D. Pivonka Family; (11) The Holy 
Family in Memory of Ben & Anna Popek and 
Rodney Fritsche; (12) St. Michael the Archangel 
in Memory of Michael Janak, Henry Gaas, and 
Henry David Gaas by the Henry Gaas Family; 
(13) St. Anne by Fred & Annie Neal; (14) St. 
Francis in Memory of Dorothy Junek and Ed 
Pinter by Ivo & Becky Junek; (15) St. John by 
John & Adella Kacer and Family; (16) St. 
Theresa by John & Josephine Sobotik, (17) Christ 
with the Children by the Holy Rosary Parish 
Family; the two scenic window designs in the 
choir loft (18 & 19)  were donated in memory of 
Ben & Anna Popek, in memory of Fred Neal, in 
memory of Starsie Pivonka, in memory of Carroll 
Steely, in memory of Helen Drakenberg, in 
memory of Vivian Junek, in memory of Harry 
Koster, in memory of Willie Kubelka, in memory 
of Clem Sobotik, in memory of Mary Supak, in 
memory of Linda Supak, in memory of Alfred & 
Louise Ubernosky, in honor of Bennie & Doris 
Supak's Golden Wedding Anniversary, in honor 
of Jim & Janice Kotch's Silver Wedding 
Anniversary, by the Holy Rosary Altar Servers, 
by the Holy Rosary Choir Members, by the KJZT 
Society #28 Members, by the Holy Rosary Altar 
Society Members, by Margaret Krueger, by 
Jimmy, Jared, and by Jeannie Kotch and (20) St. 
Bernadette in memory of Willie & Annie 
(Knesek) Kubelka by their children. 
 
Additional achievements or accomplishments for 
2003 were the new church office and living 
quarters began January 2003 and concluded 
December 2004. The Carroll Steely family 
donated furniture for the living quarters of the 
church office as well as the entrance gate to the 

cemetery. Sidewalks to the office and church 
were added.  March 2005 four sets of altar linens 
were donated to the church in memory of Lee & 
Emily Schoppe and Ludwig & Frances Pivonka 
by Herbert & Geraldine Pivonka.  
 
Largely due to the efforts of Franklin J. Karasek 
Jr., the cemetery was designated as a Historic 
Texas Cemetery (as Frenstat Cemetery) in 
January 2004.  On March 12, 2005 a historical 
marker commemorating the Frenstat Cemetery 
was dedicated.  Officials of the Burleson County 
Historical Commission, various county officials, 
and friends and relatives were present for the 
formal dedication.  Descendants of the original 
settlers were present for the unveiling.  A 
reception followed in the Recreation Center.  The 
Frenstat Cemetery tells us that in 1884, several 
Moravian Czech families established farms in the 
area naming the community -  Frenstat, or 
Friendsted for Frenstat, Czechoslovakia.  Adolph 
and Veronica Polansky deeded 20 acres for a 
school, church, and cemetery in 1887.  The 
community built Our Lady of Holy Rosary 
Catholic Church and called the associated 
cemetery, St. John's Frenstat Catholic, or Our 
Lady of the Holy Rosary Cemetery.  The first 
burial by a priest was that of Frank Marek (d. 
1890).  Today the cemetery is the final resting 
place of military veterans, priests, and hundreds 
of area residents.  It remains a testament to the 
area's Czech heritage. There are approximately 
700 persons buried in the cemetery.  As with 
many rural Texas cemeteries, graves often had 
only rocks or small handmade markers that faded 
with time.  Some of the graves now remain 
unmarked and some persons unknown. 
 
June 2005 Liz Shupak was honored with a 
covered dish meal on her being chosen as one of 
the Lumen Gentium (Light of the World) Award 
recipients.  Lawrence Vavra was recognized as 
outgoing member of the pastoral council 
 
Dedication of the settlement  historical marker 
was held August 28, 2005.  The marker reads 
"Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Catholic Church.  
In1884, Catholic Settlers from Czechoslovakia 
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first arrived in this area.  They named their 
settlement Frenstat for the community they had 
left, Frenstat Pod Radhost, Moravia.  In 1887, the 
Rev. Joseph Chromcik regularly visited Frenstat.  
That year, Adolf Polansky sold land to the 
Galveston Diocese for school, church and 
cemetery purposes.  Members met in the 
schoolhouse until building a sanctuary in 1889.  
During the next few decades they formed men 
and women's service organizations.  Since that 
time, the congregation, now part of the Austin 
Diocese, has grown in membership and facilities, 
which include a grotto of the Virgin Mary of 
Lourdes.  2005" 
 
Since the last directory, there have been 24 
baptisms, 20 first communions, 25 confirmations, 
and 9 marriages were administered in Frenstat.  
Throughout the past ten years many donations, 
along with the parishioners volunteering their 
time and energy, have made Our Lady of the 
Holy Rosary indeed "The Jewel in the Woods." 
 
*Note:  We apologize for any errors as some 
records were unavailable to double check all 
sources. 
Some of the proper names may have different 
spellings as translations and changing of spelling 
of given and surnames is not unusual.  Sincere 
efforts were taken to share information as 
accurately as possible and the intent was to share 
a little information about our small community. 
Information was gathered from the following 
sources:  V.A. Svrcek's Translation of a History 
of Czech-Moravian Catholic Communities of 

Texas, Pamatnick Zlateho Jublia by Father Matl, 
Knezek Heritage by Leo Knezek, Centennial 
Book, Diocese of Galveston, 1974, Burleson 
County Historical Society, and Records found in 
the Burleson County Courthouse, as well as 
Burleson County History. 
 
Concluding in the native language  - 
PODEKOVANI !!! 
 
 

   
    Ave Maria 

          
  St.Philamena           St. Ann               St. Gregory             St Cecilia 
                       with Mary 

 
       Immaculate Heart, Sacred Heart, Chalice, Grapes,  
        and Wheat Emblems. St Cyril &  Methodius            
 

 
    Father Dimitrij Colankin and Deacon John Young 


