
Catholic Social Teachings
THE PRINCIPLE OF ECONOMIC LIFE

Scriptural Reference 
“No one can serve two masters. He will either 
hate one and love the other, or be devoted to 
one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and mammon” MT6:24. 
 
Homily Hints 
A system that tolerates the transfer of great 
wealth from the poor to the rich is an example 
of structural sin because the system perpetuates 
this injustice.

“All economic life should be shaped by moral 
principles. Economic choices and institutions 
must be judged by how they protect or 
undermine the life and dignity of the human 
person, support the family, and serve the 
common good” United States Catholic 
Conference, A Catholic Framework for 
Economic Life.

“There can be no true peace unless we show 
ourselves capable of developing a more just 
economic system” Pope Francis.

“Society has a moral obligation, including 
governmental action where necessary, to assure 
opportunity, meet basic human needs, and 
pursue justice in economic life” United States 
Catholic Conference, A Catholic Framework for 
Economic Life.

“The State has the moral obligation to enforce 
strict limitations only in cases of incompatibility 
between the pursuit of common good and the 
type of economic activity proposed or the way 
it is undertaken” Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, #336.

“Internal peace and international peace can only 
be ensured if a social and economic system 
based on justice flourishes” St. John Paul II. 
 
Prayer Intentions

O God, you give food to those who hunger and 
justice to those who are oppressed. Continue to 
bless the rulers and rich of every nation who do 
not neglect the poor but generously share their 
bread—Let us pray to the Lord...

We pray for the leaders of our country and all 
the people of the United States: renew a sense 
of citizenship, a hunger for justice and equality, a 
willingness to sacrifice and pursue noble goals—
Let us pray to the Lord...

That economists may have the courage to reject 
any economy of exclusion and know how to 
open new paths—Let us pray to the Lord…

That in the words of Pope Benedict, we realize 
that purchasing is always a moral, and not 
simply economic, act—Let us pray to the Lord... 
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“The dignity of each 
human person and the 
pursuit of the common 
good are concerns 
which ought to shape 
all economic policies” 
Pope Francis.



Work of Mercy  
Instruct the Ignorant  
Pope Francis spends much of his encyclical 
Laudato SI’ On Care for Our Common 
Home decrying our consumer attitudes of 
consumption. Help to overcome the ignorance 
in which millions of people live, contributing to 
the bonds of poverty 
 
Act 
The financial sector has produced social 
or ethical funds allowing investors to apply 
their values in supporting or avoiding certain 
industries or certain companies. Can you shift 
your investments? 
 
Learn 
In Open Wide Our Hearts, the U.S. Bishops 
write the poverty experienced by many 
communities of African Americans who are 
born into economic and social disparity has 
its roots in racist policies that continue to 
impede the ability of people to find affordable 
housing, meaningful work, adequate education, 
and social mobility. The generational effects 
of slavery, segregation, and the systemic use 
of violence are realities that must be fully 
recognized and addressed in any process that 
hopes to combat racism. Read More 
 
Bulletin Reflection 
The principle of economic life is one of the five 
essential concerns of social teaching. “Economic 
activity is to have a moral character. It must be 
directed to all men and to all peoples. Everyone 
has the right to participate in economic life 
and the duty to contribute, each according to 
his own capacity, to the progress of his own 
country and to that of the entire human family” 
Compendium of the Social Doctrine of  
the Church. 

A Prayer for Economic Justice

God of justice and compassion, 
whose light shines into our hearts 
and into our nation’s halls of power, 
strengthen our faith as we acknowledge 
the enormity of our task: to include all in  
the prosperity of this land.

We pray for your spirit of generosity 
in challenging greed and neglect.

We pray for your spirit of truth as we place 
our own economic choices before you, 
reflecting on our own motives as we strive 
to give and to keep, 
to save and to spend, 
to invest and to speak out 
in ways that honor every human being.

May we be instruments of your compassion 
as we take up the needs of the poor, 
May we be instruments of your mercy 
as we bring truth to greed and neglect, 
May we be instruments of your creative spirit 
as we seek to make our world anew.

Amen.

– Australian Catholic Social Justice Council
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https://ljp.archdpdx.org/instruct-the-ignorant
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/upload/open-wide-our-hearts.pdf

