
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 February 2021 
 
 
To:  Priests, Deacons and Lay Ecclesial Ministers 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
We have good news from the provincial Government that the state of lock-down has been lifted across 
the Province of Ontario. Some areas have already been opened up according to the COVID-19 Response 
Framework, with its colour-coded zones. The stay-at-home order still applies but will be lifted Tuesday, 
12:01 a.m. We do not yet know at what level the parts of our diocese will be coded. We can assume there 
may be variances as in the past. We do not know whether there will be further restrictions on places of 
worship or if we will be able to open just as we were before the current lock-down. 
  
In light of this, in consultation with the Episcopal Conference, I decided that, in those zones where the 
Province allows, our churches may re-open for the First Sunday of Lent, that is, with the celebration of the 
anticipated Mass of Saturday, 20 February, but not before. Those parishes and communities that will not 
be ready to re-open for the First Sunday of Lent may delay opening until the Second Sunday of Lent, 
27/28 February. Mass, of course, may be offered and posted online any day of the week. 
 
We cannot transfer Ash Wednesday to the Sunday, but a pastoral outreach may be offered with the 
distribution of ashes following the Saturday/Sunday Masses on the First Sunday of Lent. For the 
distribution of ashes, no elaborate ritual is to be used. Instead, following the Blessing and Dismissal, 
people may be invited to come forward, wearing their masks, as they would for Holy Communion. The 
person distributing the ashes, wearing a mask, will sanitize his or her hands and distribute ashes 
according to the directives of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Sacraments as given in 
Update #17 (29 January 2021). The priest says only once the formula given in the Roman Missal, 
applying it to all in general:  “Repent, and believe …” or “Remember that you are …”. The ashes are 
distributed to those who come forward by sprinkling a pinch of ashes on the top of the recipient’s head. 
The recipient then exits the church. 
  
Unless we get information on Monday to the contrary, all churches that open will be subject to the laws of 
the Province and the directives issued in all of the Updates since June, keeping in mind where the 
Updates alerted us to changing regulations. 
  
This is not the ideal way to begin Lent, but yet another concession we must make during the pandemic. 
We continue our prayers for all who are ill and their caregivers. Let us also pray for our diocesan family. 
May this holy and joyful season of Lent draw us ever deeper into the mystery of God’s love. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, C.S.B. 
Bishop of London 
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