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Liturgy of the Word: 
An Outline for Easter

Introduction
At the end of Holy Week, which begins with Palm Sunday and leads to the celebration of the  
Paschal Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil), Christians celebrate the dying and  
rising of Jesus from the tomb. This is the greatest gift that God has given to us – we all share in 
this new life! 

Easter Sunday is only the first day of the Easter Octave. And, for 50 days (7 weeks), Christians  
celebrate what it means to be part of God’s Church during Easter season – to be joy-filled witnesses 
of God’s gift of new life. Easter season ends with Pentecost, the sending of the Holy Spirit.

Preparation
Just like you would prepare to go to Church, set a time to pray as a family on Easter Sunday,  
April 4th. Prepare an intentional space for prayer, using the Tips for Family Prayer as a guide.  
Once everyone has gathered, begin: 

Opening Prayer
Make the Sign of the Cross. Parent(s), if necessary, guide your children in making The Sign of the 
Cross, concluding: “We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 
Altogether, reply: Amen. 

Parent(s), offer an opening prayer using the words provided, or using your own words to highlight 
the meaning of Easter. 

Jesus, on this day we remember your love for us. Your life is an example of loving God, and 
of loving one another. Today, and every day, we pray that you will bless our family to be a 
witness of your love, a love given without conditions or limitations. Help us to live and to 
love more like you do. Amen. 

Gospel (Jn 20.1-18) and Reflection
Listen to the Gospel and an Easter Reflection from Most Reverend  
Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Dabrowski, C.S.M.A. 

Click here to listen in French.
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Family Discussion
Parent(s), guide your family in discussing Bishop Joseph’s Reflection. Encourage your children to 
share what stood out to them. If needed, help them make connections to the significance of the 
Easter season. These reflection questions might be helpful: 

• The empty tomb is a sign of new life. What signs of new life do you notice in nature? 

•  Like Mary Magdalene and the disciples, we are called to seek the risen Jesus. How do you  
recognize the presence of Jesus with you each day? 

• Easter is an invitation to draw closer to Jesus. What can we do to draw closer to Jesus as a family?  

General Intercessions
Parent(s), guide your family in prayer using the words provided, then invite personal prayers.

That Pope Francis, Bishop Fabbro, Bishop Dabrowski, Fr. (include your pastor’s name), and all faith 
leaders, will be models of joy and hope in our healing world. We pray to the Lord…

 All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

That people in public offices, health care, and all front-line workers will be regarded for all that  
they are doing to support our communities in and through this pandemic. We pray to the Lord…

 All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

That those who are sick, those who are coping with uncertainty in their lives, and those who care 
for them, will find peace, healing, and life restored. We pray to the Lord…

 All: Lord, hear our prayer.

That our local community, though we cannot be together now as we would like to be, will find  
creative ways of keeping connected until we can celebrate life together once again. We pray to  
the Lord…

 All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

And what other things shall we pray for today? 

Invite each person to offer a personal prayer. All will reply with the words “Lord, hear our prayer.” 
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Closing Prayer & Blessing
Parent(s), guide your family in praying the Our Father, or another suitable prayer. Encourage each 
person to offer a prayer of thanksgiving – to thank God for something that they are thankful for. 

Conclude by tracing the Sign of the Cross on your child(ren)’s forehead(s), while praying: 

May God bless you and keep you, in the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen!

Hymn 

Consider including singing in your time of prayer. Alleluia! this is most suitable to celebrate Easter 
– we haven’t heard this word during Lent. At Easter, it is sung to celebrate Jesus’ greatest gift of 
new life!  

Suitable songs (click to listen) are: 

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

O Sons and Daughters

Sing with All the Saints in Glory
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