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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

When we take a moment to reflect on the families and 
parishes of our diocese this past year, we thank God for 
the many blessings we have received. A priority has been 
to focus on our common mission as intentional disciples 
of Jesus.  Earlier this year, I instituted a commission that 

will serve the parishes, pastoral teams and parishioners who, 
together, make up the Diocese of London.  We are calling the 
commission “Equipping the Saints for Ministry: The Diocesan 
Commission for the Families of Parishes.”

At the beginning of the year, two pioneer Families of Parishes 
were activated: the Chatham Catholic Family of Parishes and 
the Catholic Family of Parishes in Norfolk. They have made 
a number of changes from which all of us will benefit, as we 
seek to take up our Gospel mission with new energy and 
enthusiasm.  I thank them for their hard work.  In the new year, 
I plan to announce the next Families that will be activated.

Over the summer, the Church was rocked by the Pennsylvania Grand Jury Report 
and the news of terrible scandals of clergy sexual abuse and cover-ups by bishops.  
Our diocese too has been hit hard by these scandals.  As your bishop, I have pledged 
to do all that I can to create a safe environment for our children. Recently, we 
strengthened the policy which governs how our diocesan personnel and volunteers 
are to be safely recruited, screened, trained and monitored. This fall, all of our priests, 
deacons and lay ministers participated in a training workshop on “Called, Gifted & 
Sent”, the comprehensive manual which explains our policy. 

In September, the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops adopted an updated 
and expanded national guideline for the protection of minors in Canada.  This 
important document is called “Protecting Minors from Sexual Abuse: A Call to the 
Catholic Faithful in Canada for Healing, Reconciliation, and Transformation.”  My 
fellow Bishops asked me to write the Forward for this document.  It is available 
publicly on our diocesan website at www.dol.ca/news/protecting-minors.

In October, the Diocese transferred 18 acres of land to King’s University College, at 
the intersection of Huron and Waterloo Streets, in North London, as well as 15 acres 
to St. Peter’s Seminary, including the seminary building.  This transfer of lands will 
enable us to renew the vision of my predecessors, especially Bishop Michael Fallon, 
who aimed to create a hub of Catholic learning and formation in Southwestern 
Ontario.  Details of the land sale appear on page three of our diocesan newspaper, 
Missio (Winter 2018 edition).

This year, we said farewell to several priests who ministered in our diocese, including 
Fr. Richard Dales, Fr. John J. Devine, Fr. Ron Trojcak, Fr. Lawrence J. Mousseau, 
Rev. Canon Peter Sanczenko and Fr. Albert Williams.  We mourned the passing of 
a significant number of Religious Sisters who served faithfully in many different 
apostolates.  Please keep them and all of the departed in your prayers.

Advent is a time of hope, a time of longing and expectation for Christ’s coming.  At 
Christmas, we celebrate his birth and welcome his coming into our world.  May we 
reach out to our brothers and sisters, welcome them warmly into our churches and 
invite them to experience the joy of encountering our merciful God.  Do not be afraid 
to let Christ’s light shine brightly through your acts of kindness and hospitality.

May you have a blessed Christmas, filled with peace and love!

The Most Rev. Ronald Fabbro, C.S.B.,
Bishop of London / Évêque de London

Chers frères et chères sœurs dans le Christ, 

Quand nous nous arrêtons à penser aux familles et aux 
paroisses de notre diocèse en cette fin d’année, nous 
remercions le Seigneur pour les grâces nombreuses 
dont nous avons été comblés. Nous avons mis l’accent 
sur notre mission commune en tant que disciples 
consciencieux de Jésus.  Plus tôt cette année, j’ai institué 
une commission qui travaillera au service des paroisses, des 
équipes pastorales et des fidèles qui, ensemble, forment le 
diocèse de London.  Nous l’avons appelée : « Équiper les saints 
pour le ministère : Commission diocésaine pour les familles de 
paroisses ».

Au début de l’année, deux premières familles de paroisses ont 
été activées: la Famille des paroisses catholiques de Chatham et 
la Famille des paroisses catholiques de Norfolk. Elles ont déjà 
fait un certain nombre de changements dont nous bénéficierons 
toutes et tous, nous qui nous efforçons d’assumer notre mission 
évangélique avec un regain d’énergie et d’enthousiasme.  Je les 
remercie pour leur travail acharné.  Pendant l’année qui vient, je compte annoncer 
quelles seront les prochaines familles à entrer en action.

Au cours de l’été, l’Église a été secouée par le rapport du Grand Jury de Pennsylvanie, 
le scandale des abus sexuels commis par des membres du clergé et celui du 
camouflage pratiqué par des évêques.  Notre diocèse aussi a été durement touché par 
ces scandales.  En tant qu’évêque, je me suis engagé à faire tout mon possible pour 
créer un environnement sûr pour nos enfants. Récemment, nous avons resserré 
la politique qui régit le recrutement, la sélection, la formation et le suivi de notre 
personnel diocésain et de nos bénévoles. Cet automne, tous nos prêtres, nos diacres 
et nos ministres laïcs ont participé à un atelier de formation sur Called, Gifted & 
Sent, le manuel complet qui expose notre politique. 

En septembre, la Conférence des évêques catholiques du Canada a adopté une 
directive nationale, mise à jour et augmentée, sur la protection des personnes 
mineures au Canada.  Cet important document s’intitule « Protection des personnes 
mineures contre les abus sexuels : Appel aux fidèles catholiques du Canada pour 
la guérison, la réconciliation et la transformation ».  Mes confrères évêques m’ont 
demandé d’en rédiger l’avant-propos.  Vous le trouverez sur notre site web diocésain, 
à www.dol.ca/news/protecting-minors.

En octobre, le diocèse a cédé au King’s University College 18 acres de terrain à l’angle 
des rues Huron et Waterloo, dans le secteur nord de London, et au séminaire St. 
Peter’s 15 acres de terrain incluant l’édifice du séminaire. Ces transferts fonciers nous 
permettent de relancer la vision de mes prédécesseurs, de Mgr Michael Fallon en 
particulier qui voulait créer un centre de haut savoir et de formation catholique dans 
le Sud-ouest ontarien.  Les détails de la vente se trouvent à la page trois de notre 
journal diocésain, Missio (livraison de l’hiver 2018).

Plusieurs prêtres nous ont quittés cette année, après avoir exercé leur ministère 
dans notre diocèse : ce sont les pères Richard Dales, John J. Devine, Ron Trojcak, 
Lawrence J. Mousseau, Peter Sanczenko et Albert Williams.  Nous avons aussi pleuré 
le décès d’un nombre important de religieuses qui avaient servi fidèlement notre 
communauté dans plusieurs apostolats différents.  Veuillez avoir une pensée dans 
vos prières pour eux, pour elles et pour tous les défunts.

L’Avent est un temps d’espérance, un temps de prière, de nostalgie et d’attente de la 
venue du Christ dans la gloire à la fin des temps.  N’hésitons pas à laisser resplendir 
la lumière du Christ à travers nos gestes de bonté et d’hospitalité.

Je vous souhaite à toutes et à tous un Noël béni, rempli de paix et d’amour !
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There is not a week that goes by when someone in the Diocese asks if there is 
enough work to keep me busy in London and whether there is much of a Catholic 
community at the University.  I am grateful to provide a little bit about where I 
minister and how our community seeks to embody the values and spirit of the 
Gospel.  

King’s University College at Western University is a Catholic, liberal arts university 
college affiliated with a large, world class university. As a Catholic university, 
respect for the human person is behind our commitment to diversity, accessibility, 
social justice and to building the common good is at the heart of who we are. 

Founded in 1954, as Christ the King College, King’s now boasts over 3500 students 
from over 30 countries and several hundred full and part-time faculty and staff. 
Western University boasts over 35000 students with 3700 faculty and staff across 
several disciplines.  Christ the King University Parish first established in the mid-
60s and reestablished in 2004 is the presence of Diocesan Church on campus.  We 
are a “personal parish” which means that we are connected to an institution and 
mission, not a territory or geographical area. 

This small city is served by myself, Deacons Jim Panchaud (Pastoral Counsellor) 
and Victor Salazar (Migrant Ministry) and by lay ministers Annette Dononvan 
Panchaud (Outreach), Janet Loo (Music), Maija Wilson (Youth) and Lisa Caeiro 
(Administration).  Together, we have completed 14 university degrees which allow 
us to engage a wide variety of people. 

We share the university campus with Brescia University College, Huron University 
College, and St. Peter’s Seminary.  Each has its own mission and identity. 

Our job is to preach the gospel and to celebrate the presence of God in our midst. 
The manner in which we do this changes daily but there are some things that are 
fairly consistent.

Mass is celebrated six times a week.  Confessions are heard.  Adoration is celebrated 
monthly and Morning Prayer or Taize Prayer is offered daily. Like other parishes, 
we provide a RCIA process for those seeking baptism, another process for those 
seeking full-communion with the Catholic Church and we prepare couples and 
individuals for Baptism and Marriage.  We host a lecture series, a book study, offer 
pastoral counselling, and have three choirs. We work with the broader community 
in ministering to the needy through experiential learning programs, ministry at The 
Hospitality Centre, through organizations like Development and Peace and Kairos 
and through raising awareness to the needs of the Church’s ministry within our First 
Nations. 

In the last three years, our community raised over $300,000 to sponsor and assist 
refugees. They have come to us from different faith traditions and from different 
countries across Africa and the Middle East. 

The environment in which we work and minister is complex.  Many that we 
accompany are not Christian and many of our Catholic colleagues are estranged 
from the Church.  All of them seek to know that they have dignity, value, and a role 
in God’s Reign that is unique to them.  We are blessed to accompany young and old 
on their journey.  You can learn more about our work and become engaged in our 
mission at:  www.kings.uwo.ca/campus-ministry.

Please pray for God’s blessing on our labours and on those that have been entrusted 
to our care.
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“What Do You Do All Day?”

Contributed by Fr. Michael Bechard, Pastor of Christ the King University Parish and 
the Director of Campus Ministry at King’s University College.  He also teaches in the 
Department of Religious Studies, offering a course in Sacramental and Liturgical 
Theology and another which considers the Church’s ministry amongst the Indigenous 
peoples of the Canadian North.  In his “spare time,” Fr. Michael is the Director of Liturgy 
for the Diocese of London and Chairs the Commission for Christian Unity, Religious 
Relations with the Jews, and Interfaith Dialogue.



• The area continues Bishop Fallon’s vision for a hub of Catholic 
higher education.  St. Peter’s Seminary was founded in 1912 
and its building constructed in 1926; King’s was founded in 
1954 as “Christ the King’s College”

• 18.152 acres were sold to King’s College, effectively doubling 
its current size

• Sale proceeds will help the Diocese of London meet its 
financial needs and offset its debt load

• Part of the proceeds will be put toward the ongoing 
restoration of St. Peter’s Seminary

• Bishop Fabbro has announces a one-million-dollar 
endowment for ongoing ministry to the poor

I welcome this new chapter in 
the partnership that the Diocese 
of London has had with King’s 
University College for over 60 years 
and with St. Peter’s Seminary for over 
100 years.

In a spirit of cooperation and mutual 
benefit, the Diocese has transferred 
18 acres of land to King’s University 
College, at the intersection of Huron 
and Waterloo Streets, in North 
London, as well as 15 acres to St. 
Peter’s Seminary, including the 
seminary building.

As local Catholics have always 
done, we are adapting to meet the 
changing needs of Catholics and our 
community overall. The land will 

assure the continuing development 
of King’s as a leading institution 
of Catholic higher education. The 
proceeds will help meet the current 
and future needs of the Diocese, and 
a portion will help the seminary fund 
its current restoration efforts. 

Additionally, I plan to establish 
an endowed fund that will benefit 
the poor. A million dollars will be 
set aside for investment, with the 
proceeds earned dedicated to the 
needs of the poor.

This transfer of lands will enable us, 
in new ways, to continue the vision 
of my predecessors, especially Bishop 
Michael Fallon, who aimed to create 
a hub of Catholic learning and 
formation in Southwestern Ontario.

Together with local Catholic schools, 
King’s and St. Peter’s Seminary are 
committed to excellence in Catholic 
education and are providing the 
capacity and opportunity for 
students at all levels, locally and 
internationally.

The Catholic School Boards serving the Diocese of London 
wish to thank all the parents, volunteers, parishes and community leaders

who support Catholic education!

Brant Haldimand Norfolk 
Catholic District School 

Board 
322 Fairview Drive,

Box 217 Brantford, ON 
N3T 5M8

519-756-6505
www.bhncdsb.ca

Conseil scolaire 
catholique providence

7515 prom. Forest Glade
Windsor, ON N8T 3P5

519-984-9227
www.cscprovidence.ca

Huron-Perth Catholic  
District School Board 

87 Mill Street, PO Box 70 
Dublin, ON N0K 1E0 

519-345-2440
www.

huronperthcatholic.ca

London District Catholic  
School Board

5200 Wellington Rd. S.
PO Box 5474

London, ON N6A 4X5 
519-663-2088

www.ldcsb.on.ca 

St. Clair Catholic District  
School Board 

420 Creek Street
Wallaceburg, ON

N8A 4C4 
519-627-6762

www.st-clair.net

Windsor-Essex Catholic  
District School Board 

1325 California Avenue
Windsor, ON N9B 3Y6 

519-253-2481
www.wecdsb.on.ca

Diocesan Land Sold to King’s
Statement from the Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, CSB:

Fast Facts:

King’s University College and St. Peter’s Seminary - land parcel 
severance indicated in blue



Just contact us for 
more information: 

George Cifa  
Nexion Canada Travel 
519-660-6966 x2240
1-800-361-1334    
travelmerchant@
quadro.net
Tico#1549342 ACTA

Tour & Pilgrimage Opportunities Plan now for 2019 and 2020!
We will customize any pilgrimage to anywhere.

Coming in 2019:
April 26 - 5 May - Italy Pilgrimage with 
Fr. Pedro

May 26 - 9 June - Marian Pilgrimage with 
Fr. Thom Blondin

July 15 - 19 and Aug 19 - 23 - Quebec 
Pilgrimages to  Ste. Anne de Beaupré

Sep 7 - 18 - Luxury Northern Italy Tour

Nov 01 - 14 - Italy & The Holy Land Tour 
with Fr. Dan Vere

In the works for 2020:
Poland Pilgrimage/Holy Land Pilgrimage/
Eucharistic Congress

Contributed by Deacon Tom MacLeod

Starting a conversation about life, faith and Jesus is not easy.  Alpha 
accomplishes this goal in a very friendly and welcoming environment.  
We have many parishes running Alpha today but with different goals 
in mind.  At Holy Family Parish, London, we have decided that every 
parishioner needs to get closer to Jesus which will help them to become 
a true disciple of Jesus. 

Alpha is a ten-week program that starts each session (either afternoon 
or evening) with a meal.  After the meal, we watch a 25-minute video on a 
specific topic such as the fourth week’s video about prayer and how to pray.   
When the video is completed, we get back into our groups (sizes range from 
six to ten) and discuss the video through a series of guided questions.  As the 
group discusses the video content, there are no judgements made and people 
are encouraged to share with the knowledge that all discussion is confidential. 

Each group or table, has an assigned host and helper who help direct the 
conversation.  The meal is critical in allowing group members within the 
program to get to know one other.  It also allows participants to arrive right 
from work and not have to worry about meal preparation.  A child-sitting 
service is offered for those who have young children.  Ten weeks might not 
seem like a long period of time, but in my experience these people form long-
lasting friendships outside of the church.

Using programs such as Rebuilt and Divine Renovation, several parishes in 
the Diocese of London are working toward becoming missionary parishes 
that shepherd people along the path to becoming disciples of God.  As a parish 
forms disciples, people are welcomed back to the faith (in the case of Catholics 

who have chosen not to practice), or 
welcomed as new members seeking 
something more in their lives.

Quite a few years ago, many parishes 
offered Alpha but with no clear 
plan beyond the program itself, as 
opposed to creating a vehicle to move 
parishioners toward the formation of 
a missionary church.   When Alpha 
first started, the facilitators would run 
several sessions over a period of years... 

and then interest would wane.   Divine Renovation (of which Holy Family 
Parish is a member) calls us to get to know Jesus—but then move to the next 
level of discipleship by studying scripture and/or forming connect groups. All 
of these formations take place at the parish level.

What are the fruits of Alpha?   I speak from my own experience, as I have 
been involved in 5 sessions of Alpha at Holy Family since January, 2017.  I 
first participated as a table helper, as a table leader, and then as a large group 
leader, the M.C.  

There are many opportunities at Alpha: helping in the kitchen, setting up 
the hall, washing dishes, or becoming involved in the music ministry for the 
sessions.   With this experience, I have also begun to lead Alpha groups at the 
Elgin-Middlesex Detention Centre two days per week as part of my ministry 
of charity as a permanent deacon of the Diocese.

There are four different types of Alpha programs: Youth Alpha, which has 
shorter videos with more breaks and opportunities for discussion, but is also 
a little shorter than the Adult Alpha program; Alpha for Prison Ministry, 
which involves about 10 clients and is only an eight-week program with no 
meal service; Adult Alpha, which most parishes use and is the one I have 
been describing; and finally, Alpha with Nicky Gumbel—this is closer to the 
original Alpha that Nicky started in 1977. 

Since 1977, Alpha has grown to be offered in over 100 countries in countless 
languages.  More than 24 million people world-wide have participated in 
Alpha.

Some parishes have decided to 
give their parishioners the option 
of experiencing Alpha to promote 
the shift from a maintenance 
parish to a missionary parish.  I 
have joined the Alpha team at 
Sacred Heart/Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Parishes in Parkhill/
Grand Bend.  This has been a 
wonderful opportunity and I 
know I am getting as much out 
of this session of Alpha as I have in previous Alpha courses.  

We also have a few parishioners, including another permanent deacon,  
helping with Alpha in other parishes beyond the ones already mentioned.  But 
I must say that the biggest fruit of the program is the number of people who 
have become leaders in our parish.  Alpha gives people strength in their faith 
and allows them to explore their gifts which they can then use to serve the 
church.

Alpha is basically a free program.   The only cost is food, which we try to 
recoup by asking for freewill donations (approximately $10 per meal).

To find out more about Alpha visit alphacanada.org or contact Deacon Tom via 
email, tmacleod@dol.ca.

WHAT IS ALPHA?  “Alpha is a series of interactive sessions exploring the basics of Christian faith.  
Each session looks at a different question, and is designed to create conversation.  No two Alphas 
look the same--they run in coffee shops, churches, bars, prisons, universities, schools and homes.  
There’s no pressure, no follow-up and no charge; it’s just an informal, and honest space to explore 
and discuss life’s big questions together.”  To learn more visit www.alphacanada.org.

All About Alpha



Save A Family Plan
In 2008 I visited India.

At the time, I was working for Save A Family Plan (SAFP) Canada, a 
development organization based in London, Ontario. My job was to help 
manage a community development program (co-funded by the Canadian 
International Development Agency) that was being implemented in India by 
SAFP’s sister organization, SAFP India. 

That three-year program was known as SPED II, which stood for Sustainability 
through Participation, Empowerment and Decentralization. It was the most 
recent in a long line of community development initiatives that SAFP had 
undertaken in its long history of assisting poor people.

I knew nothing of that history until 2003, when I first learned of SAFP. A 
friend who volunteered there at the time told me that I would be impressed 
by the work SAFP does, and that I should volunteer there too. My youngest 
kids were in their mid-teens, and I was ready to get involved in new things. I 
phoned up the director and arranged for a visit.

The SAFP office is located at St. Peter’s Seminary. I made my way down the 
long halls of the seminary for the first time, and then down the stairs to 
SAFP’s small basement office. I was given a friendly welcome by the director 
and four other staff members. The office was cheerfully decorated with some 
handicrafts from India. There were no cubicles. It was an open workspace 
with desks, computers and the usual office accessories. One whole wall was 
occupied by file folders—thousands of them. On another wall was a picture 
of the founder, Msgr. Augustine Kandathil. There were lots of other photos. 
Some showed Indian families standing amid cows or goats. Others showed 
family members posing in front of newly-constructed houses or rain-water 
harvesting tanks. In the lunchroom, there was a poster of Gandhi as well as a 
large map of India.

Over the next weeks and months, I met several other volunteers, including 
seminarians and a group from Community Living London who came weekly 
to the office to help out. By then, I knew that SAFP had been formed in 1965 
in Fredericton, New Brunswick, where Kandathil, a chemistry professor at 
St. Thomas University, had been teaching. He was a priest from Kerala, India 
who earned his PhD from the University of Notre Dame in Indiana. He cared 
deeply—passionately—about the poor in his home country. He envisioned 
North American families connecting directly with needy families  in India 
by sending them modest financial support every month.  This vision became 
the basis of SAFP’s mission. Of fundamental importance to Kandathil and 
co-founder Dr. Leo Ferrari was that fully 100% of each donation would reach 
the family in need. Also, letters were to be exchanged because they felt it was 
important for relationships to be formed between donor families and recipient 
families.

I read voraciously about India, a country about which I then knew very little. 
I learned that out of its (then) population of more than 1.1 billion, there were 
hundreds of millions of poor people who could barely eke out an existence, a 
great number of whom were victims of discrimination, oppression and other 
injustices. I learned that health and education levels were alarmingly low in 

many parts of the country, and that land degradation and water scarcity were 
serious threats to lives and livelihoods. I learned that poor women were highly 
vulnerable and faced huge obstacles in trying to raise their families in a safe 
and healthy manner.

But I also learned what was possible—that people who were empowered with 
skills, knowledge, and self-confidence could begin to lift themselves out of 
poverty. Modest financial support delivered to them through organizations 
like SAFP allowed them to plan for, and establish, their own sustainable 
income-generating projects. They accomplished this by joining self-help 
groups through which they had access to various trainings, and by using their 
financial assistance to leverage bank loans. They also began to be more actively 
engaged in their communities.

What took me a bit longer to learn was the power and beauty of Catholic 
social teaching. This was the Catholicism that I hadn’t really understood at the 
time.  It is, in fact, the Catholicism that fuels SAFP’s work. Simply, it means 
respecting the dignity and equality of all people, and confronting the injustices 
that subjugate so many into poverty and prevent them from becoming fully 
developed human beings and full contributors to their families, communities, 
and societies.

What I witnessed in India in 2008 was both troubling and fulfilling. I met 
people who were very poor, which made me acutely aware of my own 
privilege and good fortune.  Yet, I was inspired by the optimism and strength 
of individuals and self-help groups, and by the successes of the programs that 
SAFP was facilitating. I saw dedicated people working in partnership with 
the poor: the staff at SAFP India, and the staff and volunteers of its partner 
diocesan and lay social service organizations. 

SAFP was 50 years old in 2015, and I am very pleased to have contributed 
to a book that seeks to understand the mission and the spirit of this unique 
organization.

Contributed by Laurie Chan

Pictured from left to right:  Marisa Thorburn, SAFP Executive Director; 
Lois Cote, SAFP President; Fr. Stevan Wlusek, rector of St. Peter’s 
Seminary; and Lesley Tordoff, Former SAFP Executive Director



Helping Hands at Holy 
Family Retreat House
This autumn, students from St. Joseph Catholic High School, Windsor, came 
to Holy Family Retreat House for a three-day volunteer build.  These students, 
in grades 11 and 12, are part of the school’s Construction Academy.  For the 
duration of their stay, they were guests at the beautiful diocesan retreat house, 
located in Harrow, Ontario.

The students accomplished numerous tasks at the 
diocesan Retreat House. They built four small decks 
on the lakeside, each of which accommodates a pair 
of Muskoka chairs where people can relax and pray. 

Students drilled four holes per deck, set all of the 
posts, and expertly framed a mini-deck for each 
reflection station.  Another group poured a large 
concrete pedestal for a huge statue of our Lady of 
Fatima, which will be part of the rosary garden.

To contribute to the serene, sylvan beauty of the 
retreat house grounds, students planted 13 trees 
that will act as a backdrop for the marian statue. 
Other student volunteers helped out with various property tasks and general 
maintenance.

Finally, the construction class began setting the posts that will support a new 
home for a swing set that overlooks the lake.  It will be a tremendous addition 
to the beauty of the retreat house grounds.

The hard-working teenagers really worked up an appetite.  They devoured the 
good food that was prepared for them.  I am pleased to report that they were 
very polite young people, and it was obvious that they appreciated this unique 
working and learning experience.  Each student thought they were living large 

because they each had their own room.

The students have practiced valuable trade skills, all 
the while witnessing the value of “giving back” to 
their community and church through service and 
hard work.

On behalf of the Holy Family Retreat House, I 
would like to thank St. Joseph High, especially Mr. 
McAiney, the construction teacher, and of course 
each and every student who participated in this 
program.  

I look forward to warmly welcoming the next group 
from St. Joseph’s Construction Academy, probably 
in the spring of 2019.  Thanks to the success of this 

autumn build, everyone is looking forward to next year and future projects.  

This special project garnered the attention of our local CBC Television.  Thanks 
to a natural joining of shared interests, delegates from the Carpenters Union 
visited the retreat house as well, and have expressed interest in participating 
in future student builds.

Contributed by Deacon Frank Lepain

Holy Family
Retreat House

To learn more about Holy Family Retreat 
House, please visit the newly revamped 

website at www.hfrh.ca.
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Engaged Couples
Catholic Engaged Encounter (CEE) provides preparation for marriage that 
is presented in a weekend retreat format to give couples the opportunity to 
discover the deep meaning of the Sacrament of Marriage within the Catholic 
Church.  

Catholic Engaged Encounter offers couples a unique experience.  An 
atmosphere is provided for each couple to concentrate exclusively on their 
relationship with each other, free of the usual pressures and interruptions of 
the world.  It is a working weekend, not a vacation.  Through presentations 
on a series of themes, by a team of married couples and a priest, the stage is 
set for couples to discuss privately with each other key aspects of married 
life.  Couples have the opportunity to talk honestly and deeply about their life 
together, strengths and weaknesses, desires, ambitions, goals, attitudes about 
money, sex, children, family, and role in the Church and in society. 

Volunteering
The CEE movement depends entirely on three kinds of volunteers to keep 
the ministry running smoothly: Presenting Married Couple Teams, Host 
Volunteers, and Background Support.

‘Presenting couples’ come from every walk of life and have this in common: 
they believe in marriage; they believe in marriage being a Sacrament; and they 
accept the commitment to make Christ's love known through the love they 
have and show for one another in their marriage.

Couples preparing for marriage need to have realistic expectations of the 
challenges they’ll face, and the tools to deal with those challenges. 
That’s why married couples with real life experience are so 
important to this ministry. It is the life stories of the presenting 
teams and how they share them with the engaged couples that 
are at the heart of the CEE weekend. Team couples need to be in 

sacramental marriages and practicing their Catholic Faith. Becoming a part of 
this ministry very much enriches the marriages of the presenting teams too!

Host Volunteers show up 
early on Friday evening 
to ready the retreat centre 
and welcome and register 
the couples who are 
attending. Hosts play an 
important role in helping 
form engaged couples’ 
first impressions of the 
weekend they are about to 
experience. 

Background Support workers perform important behind the scenes duties. 
For example, they purchase supplies and groceries prior to the weekend, and 
help with meals and cleanup. 

Anyone seeking more information is welcome to contact Terry and JoAnne 
Burrell of St. Thomas Aquinas Parish in Sarnia at 519-542-8826 or jotab@
cogeco.ca, and to visit the Catholic Engaged Encounter website at www.
ceelondon.ca.  

The next Catholic Engaged Encounter Weekend is March 8-10, 2019, at the 
Michaelite House Retreat Centre in Melrose (London).  The cost per couple is 
$350, which includes accommodation and meals.

97 Wharncliffe Rd. S.
London, Ont.

519-432-9624

www.sunrisestainedglass.com

Heritage 
Quality

Restoration & 
WoodworkSince 1979

London’s Most Experienced 
Stained Glass Craftsmen

Memorial 
Windows

Storm 
Glazing

• •

Catholic Engaged Encounter

Comments from the engaged: 
“I honestly believe that the benefits from this 
weekend will be present with us for the rest of 
our lives. Although none of the topics were new 
for us, it has been a wonderful opportunity to 
ensure we have covered all the important stuff 
in depth. It has taken the focus off “the day” for 
a while and forced us to look ahead and think 
about our futures. I feel like we are going into 
our marriage better prepared.” - Dominique and 
Brendon
“This past weekend I didn’t know what to expect, 
but it ended up being a very powerful weekend, 
bringing Matt and I much closer together. 
Strongly recommend it for anyone preparing 
for marriage.  [I] came into it because I had to 
but left with a sense of commitment, fulfillment 
and truly beginning to understand the value of 
marriage.” – Jodi

Contributed by JoAnne Burrell
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“Speaking out: Catholic studies worth the effort” by  Danielle Rivest appeared in 
the Catholic Register on September 20, 2018 and appears here with their express 
written permission.

Whenever someone asks me what I study in school, my heart always sinks a 
bit. 

I’ve built up walls to protect myself from the inevitability that no one will like 
what I have to say.  Most of the time, I’ll get a simple “Oh” in response, a single 
syllable that sounds more like a bullet than a remark.

No one asks what courses I’ve taken.  No one tells me that it’s interesting.  
Because I’m in an Arts program and because I’m in Catholic Studies for 
Teachers and English, I am asked, and I am silenced.  

I’ve always wondered why it is that no one wants to hear about the Catholic 
Studies for Teachers program.  Maybe the problem is that it’s an Arts degree. 
According to most non-Arts people, there is little value to an Arts degree.  
But, we need to understand that value isn’t synonymous with money or 
employment.  The ability to think critically, be informed, write clearly, and 
hold meaningful conversations... that is valuable. 

Another and, arguably, greater issue is the misconceptions others have about 

Catholic Studies.  Despite popular belief, I don’t just study Catholicism.  I have 
also studied world religions, social justice, morality, history and contemporary 
issues.

Then there are those who struggle with the Church herself — whether in her 
teaching, practice or history — and can’t understand why I would invest time 
and money on Catholic Studies.  But, just as with any program, the Catholic 
Studies professors are experts who seek to foster a space in which discussions 
are welcome and encouraged. 

To read the Gospels, engage with sacred art, write about Scripture, and discuss 
the Church is to nourish your mind and your soul.  By studying Catholicism, 
you are taking that step to not only believe, but to understand why you believe. 

Catholic Studies shares the same value of many other programs — to make 
the world a better place.  However, Catholic Studies comes with a personal 
challenge to know God academically and personally. 

My time in the Catholic Studies for Teachers program was also spent in 
classrooms in the local Catholic school board.  In my classrooms, I saw groups 
of young people who were all searching.  Every student wandered through a 
garden of questions seeking to answer that ultimate “why.” 

Having taken Catholic Studies, I was able to be a source of solace for them, 
explain the meaning or history of something, and clarify any misconceptions.  
These experiences and interactions truly fostered my vocation to be a Catholic 
educator. 

To study Catholic Studies is to know, understand, and experience God in an 
ongoing and irreplaceable way.  So, whenever you ask me about what I study 
in school, don’t respond with “Oh.” Ask me “why?”

Catholic Studies: Worth the Effort

To learn more about the Catholic Studies for Teachers 
program offered by King’s, visit www.kings.uwo.ca/academics/

catholic-studies-for-teachers.

www.facebook.com/www.dol.ca/

www.facebook.com/eventnewsDOL

https://twitter.com/DOL_ca

Catholic higher  
education 
at its finest

kings.uwo.ca • 1-800-265-4406
London, Ontario

Spaces available in  
limited programs for 

January 2019
Book a tour anytime!
Attend our Open House
March 9, 2019 from noon - 4 p.m.
Register now: kings.uwo.ca/open-house

Danielle Rivest, 22, is an alumna 
of King’s University College and 
currently a teacher candidate at 
Western’s Faculty of Education - 
Althouse in London, Ontario.

Join us online!
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Contributed by Danielle Rivest

Please remember the Church in your Will



Endowments in the Diocese

The Camp Olalondo 
Memorial Fund was 
developed by the Camp 
Olalondo Board of 
Governors through the 
consolidation of all of the 
former Camp’s assets after 
it ceased operation in 
2003.  For  50 years, it has 

been a children’s summer camp.  The consolidated funds 
came from the Pauline Dalton Estate bequeathment, the 
Father Mellon Memorial Fund, and assets derived from 
the camp after it was closed.

Income from the Camp Olalondo Memorial Fund is 
available to any individual, group, or organization within 
the Catholic Diocese of London that best satisfies one or 

more of the following criteria and supports the objectives 
of the Diocesan Pastoral Plan:

• to provide camping experiences for young 
children

• to support camp related activities and projects for 
young children

• to provide financial assistance for youth programs 
designed to foster leadership in the context of 
summer camping experiences for young children

• to support special Diocesan projects or activities 
related to young children and youth

Funds will be awarded to applicants who, in the opinion 
of the Camp Olalondo Memorial Fund Committee, best 
meet the specific criteria of the fund and are deemed 
worthy of support at that time.

The Camp Olalondo Fund

Dinah Gryszczuk began working at the Diocese of London on December 
1, 1994, as the Accounting Supervisor.  In February, 1999, Dinah was 
involved in a tragic car accident on her way home from work.  She was 
taken to the hospital, where she remained in a coma until November, 
1999.  At that time, she regained consciousness, however in December of 
that year she suffered a seizure and lapsed back into a coma.  She remained 
in the coma until her death in January 2004.

Dinah worked closely with our parish secretaries/
bookkeepers, always taking time to listen and help 
in whatever way she could.  Dinah  was always very 
encouraging.  She believed very strongly in continuing 
education, and was always encouraging those around 
her to avail themselves of courses offered to further 
enhance their abilities.  She had great respect for parish 
secretaries/bookkeepers and the diversity of their 
positions.

An Endowment Fund was established as a result of 
donations made at the time of her death from family 
and friends.  The Dinah Gryszczuk Endowment Fund 

provides bursaries each year for two diocesan secretaries/bookkeepers 
towards the cost of professional development that would enhance their 
profession.  

The recipients are chosen who exemplify Dinah’s qualities of dedication, 
faith, creativity, generosity of time and talent, and a desire to help others.  

It is a fitting legacy for a wonderful woman and a faithful servant of the 
Diocese.

The Endowment Fund remains open to 
donations. A tax receipt will be issued to all 
donors.

If you wish to make a donation to this 
fund in support of parish secretaries, 
please make cheques payable to the 
Diocese of London with a notation on 
the memo line of the cheque “Dinah 
Gryszczuk Endowment Fund.”

The Dinah Gryszczuk Endowment Fund

Pictured: Fr. Patrick J. Mellon

Did you know that you have the option of pre-authorizing your offerings?  To set 
up your giving, please contact the parish office for a form to be completed and 
submitted together with a ‘void’ cheque.  Take advantage of the convenience 
of automatic withdrawals while saving paper and parish resources!  

Whether you choose to give with an envelope or pre-authorized debits,
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR PARISH!



Roof Tile Management is 
proud to have worked with 
the Diocese of London on a 

wide range of projects: 

St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica, 
London

St. Justin, London

St. Mary, London

St. Patrick, London

St. Clement, McGregor

Holy Name of Mary, St. Mary’s

St. Joseph, Chatham

St. John the Evangelist, Woodslee

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 
Mount Carmel

St. Anne, Tecumseh

St. Patrick, Kinkora

St. John the Baptist, Amherstburg

and many othersContact Us:
360 Gibraltar Drive, Mississauga, ON L5T 2P5

905-672-9992

General Contracting, 
Roofing and Sheet Metal, Masonry, 

Woodworking and Interior 
Restoration 

Protecting Minors

Regardless of age, pre-planning your cemetery 
arrangements together simply makes sense - financially

and emotionally.  See the back cover for details...

Beginning October 4, 2018, in Catholic dioceses and eparchies across 
Canada, Bishops issued the updated and expanded national guidelines for 
the protection of minors in Canada. 

Entitled “Protecting Minors from Sexual Abuse: A Call to the Catholic 
Faithful in Canada for Healing, Reconciliation, and Transformation,” this 
document of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) was 
unanimously adopted by the Bishops of Canada on September 27 during 
their 2018 annual Plenary Assembly.  Since then, Bishops have taken 
time to familiarize themselves with its contents and to consider with their 
diocesan/eparchial staff how to ensure its implementation in their dioceses/
eparchies as well as how best to inform and educate clergy, members of 
religious communities and lay personnel.

In October, this new document garnered much media attention.  The 
Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, CSB, Bishop of the Diocese of London, was 
the English-language media contact for reporters across the country.  His 
Excellency gave interviews to numerous media outlets in Southwestern 
Ontario and across Canada.

First and foremost, this document focuses on minors and vulnerable adults, 
whom Canada's Bishops wish to protect from sexual violence.  In addition 
to a clear delineation of procedures in cases of sexual abuse, it puts forward 
sixty-nine recommendations inspired by nine lessons which Bishops have 
learned through their collective experiences over the past quarter century. 

Chief among these is that victims must come first. The document seeks 
not only to provide guidance for diocesan/eparchial protocols and policies 
as well as those for religious communities, but to stimulate a cultural 
transformation in attitudes about sexual abuse.  The new guidelines apply 
to all Catholic clergy (Bishops, priests and deacons), as well as members of 
religious communities and also lay personnel who are working in Catholic 
parishes or Church organizations.

With their responsibility for the safeguarding of pastoral environments at 
the forefront of their ministry, and to ensure accuracy, depth, authenticity, 
rigour, and relevance, the Bishops in preparing the document involved input 
from a broad spectrum of contributors, including abuse victim-survivors 

and lay people both female and male, as well as professional consultants 
with experience and expertise in psychology, social work, child protection, 
and Church and civil law.  The majority of the experts consulted also have 
specific experience in protecting minors and vulnerable adults from sexual 
abuse.

With this document, Canada's 
Bishops reaffirm their commitment to 
continue improving practices in their 
dioceses/eparchies with an emphasis 
on long-term prevention and pre-
emptive action. The document 
brings the CCCB's existing 
guidelines (From Pain to Hope, 
1992; Orientations, 2007) up to date 
with the latest laws in Canada and 
the most recent norms of the Holy 
See. 

Locally, dioceses will use the 
document to inform and update 
their own policies and protocols.  
In the Diocese of London, the 
principal document is called, “A 
Safe Environment Policy.”  

In adopting the document, the Bishops also agreed to establish a 
special committee to assist the CCCB in keeping its policies up-to-date and 
to make recommendations on emerging questions.

The Bishops acknowledge that the implementation of a document of this 
magnitude will take time, but the focused and transformative actions which 
will come of it will protect minors and promote the healing of survivors. All 
of Canada's Bishops hope that survivors of sexual abuse will read Protecting 
Minors from Sexual Abuse and see in it a real effort to listen and learn from 
them.

To see the document, “Protecting Minors from Sexual Abuse: A Call 
to the Catholic Faithful in Canada for Healing, Reconciliation, and 
Transformation,” please visit www.dol.ca/news/protecting-minors.



The parishes of  St. Mary’s, Maidstone; St. John the Evangelist, Woodslee;  
St. Clement’s, McGregor; and Holy Name of Jesus, Essex, have been very 
proactive in coming together as a named Family of Parishes.  It didn’t take us 
long to decide to sponsor a refugee family as there has never in history been 
so many people displaced in our world.

Our Family of Parishes Outreach Committee committed “to answer the 
knock at our door”  to work in unity, compassion, and prayer in sponsoring  
a refugee family.

Originally, our group committed to sponsor a man in South Africa but 
unfortunately there were obstacles in submitting his application in a 
timely manner to Immigration.   Tragically, we learned that he died before 
we were able to submit the application.   To compound our sadness, we 
learned that because his wife and children are still in their homeland of 
Ethiopia, we were unable to bring them to Canada after his death.  We 
were heartbroken and in shock—but the Holy Spirit was alive through 
this difficult time.

There was a deadline for literally the very day after we received the news, 
to declare our interest in undertaking a Blended Visa Office Referred 
(BVOR) sponsorship.  There was no question that we needed to act 
quickly, and in honour of the memory of the gentleman who had died. 

God’s plan was being revealed to us: we were able to take advantage of 
the unique opportunity offered to all parishes in our diocese to do the 
BVOR sponsorship funded by a very generous donation by the Shapiro 
Foundation.  We didn’t have much time to prepare, but with a lot of 
determination and quick action, we were able to organize and to find a 
house, which we lovingly turned into a warm and welcoming home.

On October 31, the family of six from Iraq arrived in Windsor.  They 
were reunited with family whom hadn’t seen for many years.  And they 
were about to make new friends—the parishioners eager to meet them.

It is an extremely exciting experience to help a refugee family come to 
Canada.   It is also humbling, and has made us appreciate the freedom we 
have and the abundance of blessings we’ve been given.  Answering the 
knock at our door, as Pope Francis has encouraged,  has filled our lives 

with new friends and an opportunity to love our dear brothers and sisters in 
Christ in a tangible embrace of compassion and love.

HOW WE INVOLVED OUR PARISHES: 
1.  We brought our group of parishes together with the announcement to 
sponsor the family from Iraq

2.  We asked for gently-used furniture

3.  We held a household collection of new items—there were four lists 
among our four parishes

4.  We recruited volunteers to help clean the house, help  with the move-
in, and set up before the sponsored family’s arrival

5.  As a soon-to-be Family of Parishes, we all prayed for the safe arrival of 
the family and for a successful settlement in their new country

6.  We held a Meet-and-Greet for parishioners from all four parishes to 
welcome the family

7.  We plan to spend the next year helping the newcomers integrate into 
their new home and supporting them in realizing their hopes and dreams.

Hearts Wide Open &
Contributed by Kolleen Fuerth

A Family of Parishes’ 
Outreach to Sponsor a 

Refugee Family

“Every stranger who knocks at our door is an opportunity for an 
encounter with Jesus Christ, who identifies with the welcomed and 
rejected strangers of every age. (Matthew 25:35-43)
“The Lord entrusts to the Church’s motherly love every person FORCED 
to leave their homeland…
“In this regard, I wish to reaffirm that ‘our shared response may be 
articulated by four verbs:
“To welcome, to protect, to promote and to integrate.”

Message by Pope Francis on the 104th World Day of
Migrants and Refugees, January 14, 2018
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an Unexpected Twist



Ser�ing the needs of the faithf�l in Southwester� Ontario

And more than 65 parish cemeteries serving local communities
from Windsor to Woodstock and from Goderich to Port Dover.

Our array of pre-planning options allows you to choose how you wish to be remembered.
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