
 

 
January 22, 2021 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
As I am writing this it is Friday afternoon, and it is raining.  I looked at the weather 
forecast, and it said there was only a 15% chance of rain on Sunday.  I am hoping that 
Mass can go ahead as scheduled, 9:30 am and 11:00 am, but be aware that if it is 
raining Sunday morning, we may have to cancel.  Please pray also for our Shaver Lake 
and IJOP communities as well.  We are planning for outdoor services in Prather to begin 
soon.  Also, Shaver Lake is expecting a great deal of snow.  Pray that everyone is safe. 
 
Next week, please pray for Bishop Joe and all priests and deacons of our diocese.  We 
will be having our annual convocation.  That is a time when Bishop and all the clergy of 
the diocese gather for several days to pray together, to discuss important issues and to 
have some fellowship.  Normally we do this at one of the hotels in Visalia, this year 
however, because of COVID, we will be meeting by Zoom in the afternoons.  I don’t think 
any of us know what to expect.  Pray that it goes well. 
 
Today, in the first reading, we hear from one of the most beautiful stories of the Old 
Testament, the story of Jonah.  We only get to hear a little bit from it this week, so I 
encourage you to pull out your Bible and read the whole book.  Not to worry, it is only 
about three pages long.  In it Jonah does something common in human experience.  He 
wishes that God would give people what they deserve but discovers instead that God is 
more merciful than expected.  The story of Jonah has much to say about God and about 
us and does so in a very tight space.  I wish I could get my homilies to be like that.  
Again, I encourage you to read it, maybe even read it with the family before or after 
dinner.  I promise it will be worth it. 
 
Hopefully if the rain stays away, I will see you Sunday. 
 
 
Fr. Michael 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   


