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September 11, 2022 11:30 a.m.  St. Augustine Cathedral 

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time/Annual “Blue Mass” 

At the first hearing of these beautiful Readings from God’s Holy Word we’ve 
just heard proclaimed, including this rather long, but powerful, Gospel passage, 
we might initially conclude that they’re all about people, and things, that were 
lost, but then found.  And that’s true. 

The People of God in the First Reading from the Book of Exodus, as God 
Himself told Moses, “have soon quickly turned aside from the way I pointed out to 
them”; in fact, God not only said they were “lost”, but called them “depraved”.  
He even separated Himself from them by referring to Moses about them as “your 
people---the ones you brought out from the land of Egypt”, and not “My People 
Whom I delivered by My mighty Power”.   

And in today’s Gospel, in response to a major criticism that the Pharisees and 
Scribes made against Jesus---“this man welcomes sinners and eats with them”, 
which in their minds was not something any self-respecting or Law abiding Jewish 
person should do----Jesus told 3 very insightful Parables about a lost sheep, a lost 
coin, and a lost son. 

But on further reflection---and really what makes these Scripture Readings and 
all of God’s Holy Word such Good News---the focus is not primarily on that which 
was “lost” as it is on those Who are doing the “finding”---searching---saving---
redeeming, Who of course is our Loving God. 

In our First Reading, God was (to use our own human/emotional expressions) 
very hurt, disappointed, and angry that His People had “turned away” from Him.  
After all that He had just done from them---delivering them from generations of 
slavery, miraculously leading them thru the desert, holding back the Red Sea to 
save them from the pursuing Egyptians, and feeding them in the desert with 
manna---they “turned aside” from Him to fashion a false god.  So, Moses urged 
God to just pause, and “remember”. “Remember” Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; 
“remember” the promises You made to them; “remember” how You made each 
of them in Your own image and likeness; “remember” Who YOU are: a bottomless 
Fount of Love and Mercy.  And so, we hear that “the Lord relented”, and the 
Relationship with His People was restored. 

Similarly, that’s the case in each of Jesus’ 3 Parables:  the Shepherd leaves the 
99 Sheep, to go off in search of the one lost sheep until it is found and restored to 
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the Flock; the Woman stops everything and turns her house upside down until 
she finds that one lost coin; and the Father, though he had been terribly hurt by 
his younger son’s selfishness, and his elder son’s arrogance, waited and longed for 
both of them to “come to their senses” so that the Family unit could once more be 
restored.  Why?  Because the Shepherd, the Woman, and the Father 
“remembered” how precious and irreplaceable each sheep, each coin, and every 
son/daughter is; therefore true Love requires unconditional forgiveness.  

As we are gathered here in this Cathedral for this 24th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time, I hope the application is obvious for each of us.   We come together to 
“remember” who we are in God the Father’s sight---that we are His precious sons 
and daughters; we come here to “remember” what Jesus has done for us---He 
has given His Life and poured out His Blood for our redemption, and He has given 
us Himself in the Holy Eucharist; we come here to “remember” that the Holy 
Spirit makes His dwelling in our hearts and that, if we let Him, He will guide us 
when we’re momentarily lost, encourage us when we’re afraid to choose to do 
what’s right, and re-ignite the Fire of God’s Love in our hearts so that we don’t 
become consumed by the desires of life that might lead us down the wrong paths. 

As I mentioned at the beginning of this morning’s Mass, we also come 
together on this 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time, observing the 21st anniversary of 
the tragic day that we now refer to as “9/11”.  It’s a day that every American, and 
most people in the world, still remember with great pain and anguish when 
approximately 3,000 people’s lives were violently taken from them by the attacks 
in New York City, Washington, D.C., and Shanksville, Pa.  As suffering, destruction, 
death and confusion filled our collective human experience throughout those 
traumatic days, the constant heroes were those untold numbers of people whom 
we’ve come to collectively refer to as “our First Responders”:  the Police Officers, 
Fire Fighters, EMTs, military personnel, and emergency room doctors/nurses/and 
technicians.  These are the ones who don’t ask for anything for themselves, but 
only “how can I help?”; these are the ones who don’t stop to calculate the merit 
of those needing help or the threat to their own personal well-being---they just 
do what needs to be done to protect and save lives.  

But “First Responders” were doing that before “9/11”, and they‘ve continued 
doing what they do since “9/11”.  In fact, anytime someone has an emergency 
need and calls their local 9-1-1, we can be sure that First Responders will come to 
help us in our need, without checking to see who placed the call.  To any of you 
who are here with us this morning, to any others of you who may be joining with 
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us virtually, and to all those throughout our communities who serve and protect 
others----we say “thank you” for what you do.  Thank you for being our “angels of 
mercy”. 

“First Responders” are those who Pope Francis refers to as “the saints next 
door”.  They’re ordinary women and men who respond to crisis situations with 
extraordinary courage and compassion for the needs of others. That doesn’t 
mean that they’re “saints”; but what they do is “saintly” work in putting the well-
being of others before their own.   

It’s very unfortunate that it seems that our country is experiencing greater 
divisiveness, more violence, increased crime, and even among some people, an 
erosion of support for law enforcement. There are multiple reasons for all of that, 
and complex political, social and cultural factors that contribute; yet, “First 
Responders” don’t stop to worry about that---they come when called.  

In a very real way, as People of Faith, as those Baptized into Christ and filled 
with the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, we too are “first responders” of sorts in terms of 
being faithful witnesses to our Faith in the midst of this troubled world. We 
sometimes use terms such as “joyful missionary disciples” and “spirit-filled 
evangelizers”; but whatever the title, we are Followers of Christ who are 
supposed to speak the Truth in Love when injustice and distortion of the Truth 
threaten the very basic ways that God has called us to live our lives, without 
stopping to count the cost to ourselves. 

My sisters and brothers in Christ, “getting lost” is another way of describing 
what it means for us to fall into sin.  And since we’re all “sinners”, we’re all going 
“to get lost” many times along the way in this world.   

The Good News of our Faith is that our Loving God is always searching for us, 
and doing whatever it takes to find us, forgive us, and restore our union with Him.  
What we need to do is what eventually happened to the “younger son” in today’s 
memorable Parable who “came to his senses”, and made the decision “I shall get 
up and go to my father and say to him: ‘Father, I have sinned’.”    That’s what 
“reconciliation” is all about; it’s coming to our senses, and taking the steps to do 
something about it.  And, when we do, we will also find that our Loving God won’t 
even let us get our “confession” out before He is forgiving us.  Because true love 
requires unconditional forgiveness. 

My sisters and brothers in Christ, this Good News is more important than 
anything else: more important than our jobs/professions, more important than 
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our bank accounts or our possessions; more important than our political 
persuasions or sports affiliations. In spite of the many times that we might “get 
lost”, “getting Found” in God’s Love is most important of all, and always a great 
reason to “rejoice”. 

Just as we affirm that we should “never forget” what happened on September 
11, 2001, even more should we “never forget” how much our Loving God wants 
to be One with us, to show us His Mercy, and to help us to live together in Peace. 

As we pray for an end to terrorism, conflicts, divisions, and all acts of violence; 
as we work to rid the world of poverty, injustice and discrimination; as we give 
thanks to God for those “next door saints” and “angels of mercy” among us; let us 
also “rejoice and be glad” this day because we, who were lost, are forever found, 
and are held close in our Loving God’s embrace.  May we “never forget” how 
much God loves us; may we always “remember” how much we need to be found 
so that we can live in His Mercy.   

As we heard St. Paul tell us in today’s Second Reading: “Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners.  Of these I am the foremost.  But for that reason I was 
mercifully treated, so that in me, Christ Jesus might display all His patience.  To the 
King of the ages, incorruptible, invisible, the only God, honor and glory forever and 
ever. Amen.”     


