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July 31, 2022 11:00 a.m.  St. Ann Parish, Augusta 

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time/Mass of Installation of Father David Pinto 

(Readings of the Day; special Second Reading: 1 Peter 5:1-4) 

On this very last day of July, ready to turn the calendar page tomorrow to the 
month of August, we continue to enjoy these “lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer”.  
I hope you’ve all been able to find some time to relax, perhaps have had, or might 
soon get, some time away for a family vacation, or at the very least, to be 
enjoying some “slower pace” than we might normally experience.  These summer 
days are great for reading by the beautiful Gull Lake, biking on the trails, or just 
sitting outdoors daydreaming, or perhaps philosophizing about the basic 
questions of life. 

In some ways, it seems that the Readings from God’s Holy Word we just heard 
proclaimed are doing that as well. In the First Reading from the Book of 

Ecclesiastes, Qoheleth was also “philosophizing” about the meaning of life, which 
led him to a pretty negative conclusion that when all is said and done, “all things 
are vanity”.  From this Sacred Writer’s perspective, if all we do is focus on this 
world, then our efforts will be in vain since, as he said, “what profit comes to man 
from all the toil and anxiety of heart with which he has labored under the sun”, if 
at the end of life, he has to leave it all behind?  

In today’s Gospel passage, when Jesus was asked by someone in the crowd to 
get in the middle of a family argument about inheritance, Jesus wisely declined, 
but then He very clearly told the crowd: “Take care to guard against greed in all 
its forms. A person may be wealthy, but his possessions do not guarantee him 
life.”  To demonstrate that point, Jesus told the parable about the rich man who 
had so many “possessions” that he kept building more and more warehouses to 
store all of them in.  Jesus called that person a “fool” for two reasons.  The first 
because the man in the parable really thought that by storing all his possessions 
in many warehouses, he’d be set for life and have all that he could ever need or 
want.  But, the “twist” in the parable, was that the man died unexpectedly one 
night, which led to the question Jesus asked:  “to whom will all those things) 
belong?”  The second reason why the man was “foolish” was because, in spite of 
how astute he was about all of his many possessions and how large his bank 
account was, he was oblivious to his spiritual well-being.  His warehouses were 
filled to the brim, but his heart was empty and his soul was bankrupt.   
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The question that I’ve been pondering over these days that I’ve been reflecting 
on these Scripture Readings is: “when is “enough” enough?  That is to say: when 
do we get to the point when we reach our limit in terms of material wealth and 
possessions?   

We saw a great example of that this week when the whole country was 
experiencing “Mega Millions” Mania, as the Jackpot for that Lottery game grew to 
$1.3 Billion dollars!!!    Can we appreciate what an enormous amount of money 
that is?!  That’s 1,000 million!!!  And I have trouble just comprehending what $1 
million dollars is.  Yet, we probably all “daydreamed” and “fantasized” about what 
we would do if we won that Lottery!  I’m sure Fr. Dave had big plans for building a 
brant new St. Ann’s Mega Church, along with a bigger Light of Christ Grade, High 
School. University and Major Seminary, just as a starter! 

Of course we human beings need material possessions, not only to survive, but 
also to live somewhat comfortably.  But, when is “enough” enough?   And at what 
point, after how many homes and boats and cars, does that result in happiness 
and satisfaction?  Of course, the answer is---never!  Because it’s another basic fact 
of life that neither money nor possessions can buy happiness; material things can 
not satisfy the emotional needs of the human heart or the spiritual needs of our 
immortal soul, such as friendship, love, happiness, peace of mind and eternal 
salvation.  No amount of money or possessions will bring about that sense of 
security we all need and long for; that can only come as a result of a healthy 
relationship with God. The man in Jesus’ parable was “foolish” because he did not 
pay attention to the spiritual facts of life.   

Jesus concludes His Parable about the nameless “rich man” by concluding that 
he faced the same “end” as all human beings do, which begs Jesus’ question: “to 
whom will all the things you have amassed belong?”; that’s what led Jesus to 
conclude: “This is how it will be for all those who store up treasure for themselves 
but are not “rich” in what matters to God.”  That’s what Jesus came to teach us 
about---“what matters to God”.  That’s why Jesus taught us the Beatitudes, about 
what it means to be “Blessed”, to be “spiritually Happy”: to be poor in spirit, to 
mourn/commiserate with others, to be those who are meek, who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, who are merciful, clean of heart, those who are 
peacemakers, and who are willing to be persecuted for what is right.  To know 
when to say “enough; let there be more for those in need”. 
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Disciples of Jesus don’t just go around building bigger barns to hold all our 
stuff; disciples build longer tables, and put up more chairs, to welcome all people 
to the Table of the Lord.  And having then fed their souls and their spirits, 
Disciples also feed the stomachs, clothe the bodies, and provide for all the other 
corporal and spiritual works of mercy, for those who are in need.  That’s what 
“matters to God”. 

Qoheleth lamented those who limited their understanding of human life only 
to the here and now----those, who do so, truly do live their lives in vain.  As an 
inspired Sacred writer, he knew there could be so much more if we would just 
realize that our human, mortal lives have an immortal and eternal destiny.  And 
when we live in this world, with our mind and heart set on God and living in God’s 
ways, then our life in this world is not only not “in vain”, but a foretaste of the 
unending Life of the world to come.  

Today, July 31st, is normally the Feast of the great St. Ignatius of Loyola, a 16th 
century Saint, the founder of the great Jesuit community known as the Society of 
Jesus, and one who developed a way to follow Jesus as His disciples through his 
Spiritual Exercises, and in particular through his discernment of spirits.  One of his 
beautiful prayers is so appropriate for us in light of today’s Gospel:  “Take, Lord, 
receive all my liberty, my memory, my understanding, my whole will; all that I 
have and all that I possess.  You gave it all to me, Lord; I give it all back to you.  Do 
with it as you will, according to your good pleasure.  Give me your love and your 
grace; with this, I will have all that I need.”  In other words, St. Ignatius teaches us 
what is “Enough!” 

I am so very happy today that right after my Homily, I will have the joy of 
formally, publicly and liturgically “Installing” Fr. David as the Pastor of St. Ann 
Parish.  That actually took place on July 5th when, after six months in an interim 
capacity, I officially appointed him to be your Pastor.  But today, we formalize that 
appointment with this Liturgical Rite of Installation for two important reasons:  1) 
because your Pastor is my representative and my principal collaborator here to 
spiritually, sacramentally, and pastorally lead this Parish Family; but also 2) 
because the relationship of a Pastor with his parishioners is analogous to that of 
Jesus the Good Shepherd with the Flock of Christ, the Church.   

Our priests are a special blessing to all of us.  And I trust that you have already 
found that to be the case with Father Dave.  If only he could just find a way to be 
a little more “joyful”, or a bit happier about his priesthood----but as we all know, I 
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don’t think that’s possible.  Fr. Dave clearly loves the Priesthood; he has loved it 
all his life; he has longed to be a priest; and in December 2020, Fr. Dave realized 
his life-long dream when he was ordained a priest, a bit later in his life than it 
normally happens.  He is undoubtedly one of the happiest priests there are.   

In today’s special Second Reading from the first Letter of St. Peter, we heard 
the original Vicar of Christ and the first Pope exhort the “presbyters” to: “tend the 
flock of God in your midst, overseeing it not by constraint but willingly, as God 
would have it….Be examples to the flock.”  Fr. Dave, that is at the heart of what it 
means for you to be a Pastor.  It’s about lovingly, generously, compassionately, 
and sacrificially tending this Flock of the people of St. Ann Parish, and being 
willing to lay down your life for them, as Jesus did for us. 

As we all know, Pope Francis just completed a historic Apostolic Visit to our 
Continent, but specifically to our neighbors to the North in Canada.  It was a 
Penitential Pilgrimage with a particular focus on making reconciliation with the 
Indigenous people of Canada for injustices and sins committed against them by 
agents of the Church, and others, decades ago.  Pope Francis truly is our amazing 
Holy Father, and a courageous, joyful Shepherd.  This past Thursday, he met with 
the Canadian Clergy: Cardinals, Bishops, Priests and Religious, in the beautiful 
Basilica of Notre-Dame de Quebec.  Using this same Scripture passage from St. 
Peter, Pope Francis said: “Caring for the Flock of Christ is the source of the Joy of 
ministry, and above all, the Joy of Faith. It is not about the things that we can 
accomplish, but about knowing that God is ever close to us, that He loved us first, 
and that he accompanies us every day of our lives.” 

Fr. Dave’s Installation ceremony is very simple; it basically consists of asking 
him to renew his Ordination promises and his Oath of Fidelity, indicating that he 
intends to be a good, loving, and Christ-like priest for all of you.  And Fr. Dave, 
since you promised me on the day of your Ordination to give the Diocese 15 good 
years, I have no doubt that over the course of the next 14 years that you will be 
here as the Pastor, you will find the Joy of your ministry each and every day in 
caring for, and protecting this Flock of Christ. 

My dear Family of Faith, even in these slow-paced summer days when we 
cherish the time to rest, daydream and philosophize, we always need to be 
mindful of the fact that we live here on this earth only for a time.  We hope and 
pray it’s a long time, but, as Jesus reminded us, none of us knows “the day nor the 
hour” when our Loving God might call us out of this world.  That is not intended to 
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be morbid; it is truly a basic “fact of life”.  What is morbid and oh so “foolish” is to 
live as though we are going to live in this world forever---that is truly “the vanity 
of vanities”.  And living with no sense that at some point, each of us will have to 
give an accounting of ourselves to God, is “foolishness”.  When God does call us 
Home, we will only be able to take with us our good deeds, our acts of charity and 
the many works of mercy we did for those in need.     

So today, let us pray that we may clearly hear God’s Word, and allow it to help 
us to be truly wise, not foolish; to be always generous, and never greedy; to work 
hard at growing rich in God’s sight, and learn when to say “enough is enough”!  
Let us pray that we can be happy here on earth, but let us focus much more of 
our spiritual energy on being eternally happy with God forever in Heaven. 

And may all that we do and say be for the honor and glory of God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 

 


