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August 7, 2022  11:00 a.m. Sacred Heart of Mary Parish, Silver Creek 

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time/Installation of Fr. Arul Lazar, MSFS 

Special Second Reading: 1 Peter 5:1-4 

Introductions:   

I am so very happy to be here on this gorgeous (and very warm) August 
day.  I’m especially glad that we are celebrating in this beautiful outdoor setting.  
Besides celebrating this 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time, during this Mass we will 
also formally and liturgically “Install” Fr. Arul Lazar as the new Pastor of these 
three Parishes in this Collaborative.  And by celebrating Fr. Arul’s role as your 
Pastor and the Shepherd of these three parishes, we’re celebrating all of you who 
make up these three communities of Faith, both the permanent residents and 
many regular visitors. 

Our Catholic Faith has a long and storied history in this part of our Diocese.   
Each of these parishes have been here for a very long time.  Holy Maternity of 
Mary, Dowagiac, is 129 years old, having been established in 1893.  Holy Family, 
Decatur is one of the “middle child”, established 167 years ago in 1855 (May 27, 
1962- Dedication of current church)  Sacred Heart of Mary, Silver Creek is the 
most senior of all 3, established in 1838, making you 184 years old, and one of the 
oldest churches in our Diocese.  All three of these parishes were originally a part 
of the Diocese of Detroit, until the Diocese of Lansing was created in the 1930’s; 
and then of course became a part of the Diocese of Kalamazoo when we were 
established in 1971.    

But the Faith has been strong here, being passed on from generation to 
generation, through the leadership of innumerable pastors, and now into the 
hands of Fr. Arul, a missionary priest from India, ordained 14 years ago (April 17, 
2008), and having been here in our Diocese for the past 5 years. 

Many Vocations to the priesthood and Religious Life have been produced 
from these 3 parishes throughout your histories, but not any recently.  We hope 
and pray that might begin to change. 

And so, let us begin our celebration of our Faith by first of all 
acknowledging our sins and failings, and turning with confidence to our Loving 
and Merciful God. 
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Homily: 

Jesus said: “You must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son 
of Man will come.” 

To “be prepared” is more than a motto for the Boy Scouts; it’s a very wise and 
prudent way to live in every and all circumstances.  We need to make sure we’re 
prepared for all our basic human needs: with enough gas in the car to get where 
we need to go; enough food in our homes to take care of our daily meals; enough 
money in our bank accounts to pay our bills.  And the list goes on and on.  More 
than being prepared with material essentials, we also need to be prepared for 
unseen eventualities of life. 

My niece and her husband, who live just South of here in Granger, In., gave 
birth to a beautiful set of twins about 10 days ago.  Of course, they went through 
all the pre-Birth jitters about when these twins might decide to come into the 
world.  Sheryl had a couple “false alarm” trips to the hospital, so they made sure 
that they had their “to go” suitcases all packed and ready to just pick up and run 
when the time actually came.  Of course, the babies decided to come at the least 
convenient time---in the middle of the night. But they were prepared.  And thanks 
be to God, the Babies are beautiful and healthy, and Sheryl is doing great, though 
not getting any sleep at all. 

We heard Jesus give what sounded like an ominous warning, but what really is 
just wise and critically important advice: “Be prepared”.  And what we need to be 
prepared for is so much more important than running out of gas, not having 
enough money to pay our bills, or even being ready for when Babies decide to be 
born.  Jesus cautions us to “be prepared” because “the Son of Man” will definitely 
come, but it will be “at an hour you do not expect”.  So how do we deal with that?  
Of course, the best way is by always being prepared. 

The “coming of the Son of Man” is nothing that should frighten us.  In fact, we 
should be longing for His coming, which takes place in multiple ways.  We are 
celebrating one of those ways in this Holy Mass.  We are preparing ourselves to 
receive our Lord here and now, by reflecting on His life-giving Word; and soon we 
will receive the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist.  For 
each of us, the ultimate “coming of the Lord” will take place at the end of our 
lives, which none of us can predict; but when it comes, we will “see the Lord”, 
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and, we hope and pray, we will be welcomed Home to live forever with God in 
Heaven.  And the final “coming of the Lord” will take place at the end of all time---
when Jesus will come back in Glory to judge the living and the dead, and separate 
the good from the bad, the sheep from the goats, and He will welcome all those 
who have lived in union with Him in this world Home saying: “Come, inherit the 
Kingdom prepared for you from the beginning of time, for you showed love and 
mercy to all those in need in your lives as though you were doing that to Me.”  And 
as we wait for each of those “comings”, we heard Jesus tells us this morning: “Do 
not be afraid any longer, little flock, for your Father is pleased to give you the 
kingdom.”  We have nothing to fear, as long as we are prepared.  

Besides telling us not to be afraid, God’s Word today also urges us to have 
trust---to have Faith.   It’s Faith that gives us courage; it’s Faith that helps us to 
cope with the many problems, worries, and fears in our lives; it’s Faith that gives 
us the vision to see beyond the challenges and controversies that our culture is 
struggling with, and which divides us into hostile, angry and  polarized camps.  We 
are People of Faith.  Jesus has revealed to us that God is our Loving Father Who 
wants nothing more for us than to be one with Him and united with one another.  
And when we do our best to live strong and vibrant lives of Faith----well, then, we 
will be able to heed Jesus’ advice: “Do not be afraid any longer”. 

There is a particular criterion that we need to make sure we are observing that 
will help us follow Jesus’ advice.  It’s another insight that Jesus shared with us this 
morning, when He urged us to expend our energy on storing up for ourselves the 
kinds of treasure that “do not wear out, an inexhaustible treasure in heaven, that 
no thief can reach nor moth destroy.”  The “worldly treasures” of money, material 
possessions, fame and fortune----those things all eventually rust, wear out, or lose 
their value.  They’re important in the short term to help us survive, and to live in 
some level of comfort and security; but in the long run, they will not get us into 
Eternity.  In fact, if we become obsessed with any of them, they can get in the 
way of our getting to heaven.  The treasures that will last forever---the treasures 
that we can store up in Heaven---are the acts of charity; the corporal and spiritual 
works of mercy; the practices of loving virtues such as kindness, patience, 
compassion and selfless love for those in need; and the discipline of remaining 
faithful to prayer and the practice of our Faith even in the midst of this culture 
that is moving so rapidly away from God and being hostile toward God’s ways, 
Christian Values, and the very basic and essential Gift of Human Life.  That’s why 
Jesus tells us: “Where your treasure is, there also will your heart be.”  Keeping our 
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Faith strong, celebrating our identity as People of Faith, and fostering that 
commitment to work for “inexhaustible treasures in heaven”, means that 
participating in the life of the Church must be consistent and active, so that we 
can regularly be nourished with the Eucharist and other Sacraments that are so 
essential to our spiritual health and well-being. 

Right after my Homily, I will have the joy of formally, publicly and liturgically 
“installing” Fr. Arul as the Pastor/Canonical Administrator of this Collaborative of 
Sacred Heart of Mary Parish here in Silver Creek, Holy Maternity of Mary Parish in 
Dowagiac, and Holy Family Parish in Decatur.  Even though Fr. Arul officially 
became the pastor back on July 5th, today we formalize that appointment with 
this Liturgical Rite of Installation for two important reasons:  1) to emphasize the 
fact that your Pastor is my representative and principal collaborator here to 
spiritually, sacramentally, and pastorally lead these three parish families; and also 
2) because the relationship of a Pastor with his parishioners is analogous to that 
of Jesus the Good Shepherd with the Flock of Christ, the Church. 

Our priests are a special blessing to all of us.   And I trust that you have already 
come to know that in the short time you have come to know Fr. Arul.  As a 
missionary Priest of the Missionary Society of St. Francis de Sales, along with a 
number of his brother religious priests serving here in our Diocese, Fr. Arul has an 
obvious, generous missionary spirit, and a loving and joyful sense of his 
Priesthood.  In today’s special Second Reading from the first Letter of St. Peter, 
we heard the Vicar of Christ and the first Pope exhort the “presbyters” to: “tend 
the flock of God in your midst, overseeing it not by constraint but willingly, as God 
would have it…..Be examples to the flock.”   Fr. Arul, that is at the heart of what it 
means for you to be a Pastor.  It’s about lovingly, generously, compassionately, 
and sacrificially tending these Flocks of your Parishioners, and being willing to lay 
down your life for them, as Jesus did for us.  It’s about being a good example of 
what it means to always be prepared to follow Christ with courage and 
conviction. 

During Pope Francis’ recent historic Penitential Pilgrimage to work toward 
reconciliation with the Indigenous people of that northern part of our continent 
as he visited our neighbors in Canada, our Holy Father met with the Canadian 
Clergy (Cardinals, Bishops, priests and deacons).  Using this same Scripture 
passage from St. Peter, Pope Francis said: “Caring for the Flock of Christ is the 
source of the Joy of ministry, and above all, the Joy of Faith.  It is not about the 
things that we can accomplish, but about knowing that God is ever close to us, 
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that He loved us first, and that he accompanies us every day of our lives.”  Fr. 
Arul, may your time as pastor also be the “joy of your ministry” and help you to 
bring “the joy of Faith” to your people. 

Fr. Arul’s Installation is very simple; it consists of me asking him to renew his 
Ordination Promises and for him to renew his Oath of Fidelity, indicating that he 
intends to be a good, loving, and Christ-like priest for all of you.   

But even more than that, and in keeping with the theme of today’s Gospel 
passage, Fr. Arul is promising that he will regularly remind you to live with a sense 
of preparedness to welcome Jesus in the many ways that He comes into our lives; 
he will continue to urge you to work hard to store up “inexhaustible treasures in 
Heaven”; and he will remind you to examine yourselves daily examination as to 
where “your treasure lies” ultimately.  And he will encourage you to “not be 
afraid” because our Father has given us the greatest Gifts of all: His Son Jesus, the 
treasure of our Faith, and the precious Gift of the Holy Eucharist that we 
celebrate here with one another as People of Faith. 

The very best way to “be prepared” for any and every eventuality is to not wait 
until the crisis occurs; rather, we need to live each and every day being fully 
prepared to meet the Lord Jesus whenever, and however, He comes to us.  And 
when He does come, we won’t have to run around and worry about what to do; 
we will just pick up our spiritual “to go” suitcase that’s been packed and ready by 
the door, and enter right into the Kingdom of Heaven, which God has prepared 
for us from the beginning of time. 

May all that we do and say be for the honor and glory of God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 

 

 


