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August 21, 2022  11:30 a.m.  St. Augustine Cathedral 

      Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As we gather to celebrate this 21st Sunday of the Year, I think we might be able 
to say we’re experiencing what might be called the “last hurrah” of the summer 
vacation season.  As hard as it is to believe, many of our College students have 
already gone, or are about to go, off to College, and a number of our local Schools 
are about to begin their Fall semester this week.  So, this may the last chance to 
try to get in that one last family trip to the Lake, to the Park, or to visit out-of-
state family members.  Destinations are probably taking people in every possible 
direction, and using every mode of travel from cars to planes, but there’s one 
thing that everyone will encounter in common:  travel delays!   Whether that’s 
due to cancelled flights or running into the ever present “road construction 
ahead” signs everywhere, it will definitely take longer to get to where we want to 
go because of all the obstacles in our way, no matter how good our GPS systems 
are.  I found that out personally on my trip to, and back from, Detroit earlier this 
week as a major stretch of I-94 is reduced to a two-lane stretch, both ways, for 
several miles, which seemed to take forever to get through.  So, we all know we 
just have to add extra time onto our ETAs, and do our best to enjoy the journey.  

It might be said that today’s Scripture Readings for this 21st Sunday in Ordinary 
Time have a similar theme of “traveling”.  In the First Reading from Isaiah the 
Prophet we heard about people traveling to mysterious destinations, such as 
“Tarshish, Put and Lud, Mosoch, Tubal and Javan and to the distant coastlands”; 
they were traveling: “on horses and in chariots, in carts, upon mules and 
dromedaries”; they were all on their way…. “to the house of the Lord”.  And as 
they were going, those “travelers” were told by God to “proclaim My glory” to all 
those who “have never heard of My fame, or seen My glory.”   

In the Gospel, we heard Jesus, who was also traveling----on foot, by the way---
to Jerusalem, say that: “…people will come from the east and the west, and from 
the north and the south…”; because they were hoping to be able to “recline at 
table in the Kingdom of God”.  Jesus was ultimately concerned that people---and 
that includes all of us gathered here----need to have the correct destination 
plugged into our spiritual GPS system.  And most importantly, Jesus gives us the 
most important “travel tip” of all:  that when we arrive, we need to make sure 
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that we “enter(ed) through the narrow gate, for many… will attempt to enter but 
will not be strong enough”. 

What prompted Jesus to tell us about the “narrow gate” is because, as we 
heard in the Gospel, some unidentified person in the crowd along Jesus’ travels 
asked Him: “”Lord, will only a few people be saved?”   While He didn’t directly 
answer the question, the reference to “the narrow gate” was a pretty good clue. 

We need to keep in mind that Jesus was not on a pleasure trip on His way to 
Jerusalem, or going there for vacation; this visit to Jerusalem was where He would 
endure the final chapter in His life and Mission in this World; He was going there 
for the ultimate purpose of winning for us the Gift of Salvation.  So, Jesus basically 
said that “salvation” is something that comes with a huge price tag.  He would 
accomplish the great Act of Salvation, but at the exorbitant “cost” of His own 
terrible suffering and ignominious death.   

For those of us who are baptized into Christ, and who see ourselves ultimately 
as People of Faith, we realize that our entire life in this world is a “Journey”, and 
our spiritual GPS needs to be set on Heaven.  The salvation that Jesus won for us 
is not a gift we can take for granted.  As we heard in this Gospel passage, 
Salvation does not happen “automatically” simply because we “ate and drank in 
your company and you taught in our streets”.  We will not gain salvation simply 
because we fulfill certain religious practices nor even because we come to Mass 
every week.  The most important question we need to answer is:  how well do we 
know Jesus?; how deeply do we love Jesus?; how faithfully do we follow Jesus 
along the entire life journey that we are on?  Are we working as hard for our 
Salvation and Eternal Life in the World to come, as we work for our careers, 
professions, school work, and amassing possessions in our lives in this world?   

That is why Jesus warns us, like a “Construction Zone Ahead” sign, that the 
gate to salvation is “narrow”.  So, the key to getting through the Gate---which is 
narrow---is to stay close to Jesus, because He IS the Gate.   We need to develop an 
intimate relationship with Him; to cultivate a true Love and Friendship with Jesus 
in our prayers, here in this celebration of the Eucharist when we can receive Jesus 
into our hearts, and in the ways we show our Love for Jesus in the actions of our 
lives.   

How do we develop such a true, loving and consistent relationship with Jesus, 
the “Gate”?  It takes time; it takes “discipline”.   That is what our Second Reading 
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from the Letter to the Hebrews was talking about today:  “…Do not disdain the 
discipline of the Lord or lose heart when reproved by him, for whom the Lord 
loves, he disciplines.”  The Reading goes on to say:  “Endure your trials as 
‘discipline’; God treats you as sons (and daughters).”   

Along our life journey, we’re all challenged by many “trials” and difficulties; 
we’ve all had to “endure” many heartaches, disappointments, and suffering.  
Don’t we find that if we become resentful and angry at those times, what we are 
“enduring” is even more painful and burdensome?   But, on the other hand, if we 
“endure” those “detours” or “unplanned delays” with the grace and help of Jesus 
Who walks our life journey with us, then the “endurance” will be more tolerable, 
and we can turn our anger into peaceful acceptance.  That’s what makes us 
spiritually stronger. 

As I’m sure you know, the origin of the word “discipline” is the word “disciple”, 
which literally means “one who learns”, or “one who follows the teacher”.  That is 
who all of us are called to be through our Baptism:  Disciples of the 
Teacher/Master, Jesus.  We need to commit ourselves to “learn” God’s ways of 
living, God’s ways of loving, God’s ways of forgiving, and God’s ways of traveling 
our Journey of Faith.  If we are committed to being that kind of disciple in our 
lives, there is little doubt that we will be prepared and disposed to fit through 
“the narrow gate” when we reach our final destination. 

Our Blessed Mother is the perfect example for us.  Of course she was the 
Mother of Jesus, but she was also the first and most perfect Disciple of Jesus.  
Mary of course was quite familiar with traveling, detours, delays, and dangers 
encountered along the way.  Just recall Mary traveling “in haste” through the hill 
country on foot from Nazareth to Judea to visit her miraculously-pregnant older 
cousin Elizabeth; or a very pregnant Mary traveling on a donkey the 90+ miles 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem.  And then of course was the Flight into Egypt under 
the cover of night when Mary, Joseph and the Child Jesus needed to escape from 
the murderous Herod.  But much more important than knowing about the rigors 
of traveling is that Mary shows us how to be faithful and joyful in following her 
Son Jesus.   

`We began this past week on Monday celebrating Mary’s Assumption into 
Heaven; tomorrow we celebrate her Coronation as Queen of Heaven --- the 4th 
and 5th Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary.  We need to celebrate her for her 
amazing and steadfast Faith through the trials of her life on Earth, and now 
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interceding for us constantly from her place in Heaven.  The best way for us to 
faithfully follow Jesus and never get lost along our way is to always stay close to 
His Mother, and our spiritual Mother too!    

Only God knows the answer to the question that was asked of Jesus:  “Lord, 
will only a few people be saved?”.  But we need to focus on the much more 
important question we should be asking:  Lord, will I be saved?  The answer to 
the question depends on how well we “follow” the Lord in this life; it depends on 
how deeply we love the Lord and His People; it depends on how faithfully we 
“endure” the sufferings and the crosses that we encounter along the way of our 
life journey; and it depends on the “discipline” which we use to help turn our 
sorrows into joys.    

What we do know is that when we pass through the “narrow gate”, we can be 
certain that there will be no more detours or roadblocks after that, only smooth 
and pot-hole free traveling, right into the Arms of our Savior Who is waiting for us 
on Heaven’s side of that narrow Gate.  

And so, may all that we say, and everything we do, be for the Glory of God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 


