
 
June 5, 2022   11:30 a.m.  St. Augustine Cathedral 

Pentecost Sunday/End of Jubilee Year of Holy Spirit/Confirmation 

Comments at beginning of Mass: 
 

A Blessed Pentecost Sunday to all!   What a joy it is to celebrate this great 
day—often called the Church’s birthday—when we recall the Risen Lord’s promise 
to send the Advocate to teach, in-spire, en-courage and guide us in carrying out 
the mission He entrusted to us: to proclaim the Gospel of Joy to all nations and 
peoples. And so, we pray: “Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and 
kindle within us the fire of your love!” 

Today we are also concluding the “Jubilee Year of the Holy Spirit” in our 
Diocese. The Goal of this “Year of the Holy Spirit” was to focus our entire Diocese 
on a more intense love for the Eucharist, with the intention of calling upon the 
Holy Spirit to enable us to put the message of the Eucharist into our lives---love 
for God and love for neighbor.  We have also been making our prayers more 
intentional---to listen more closely---so that the Holy Spirit would inspire us to 
change and purify within us what needs to be changed, and to help us all to follow 
where the Holy Spirit chooses to lead us.  

In addition at this Mass, we are so happy to be celebrating the Sacrament of 
Confirmation for 39 young people: 10 from St. Thomas More Parish; 29 from St. 
Augustine Parish.  We welcome these Candidates, alone with their Sponsors, their 
Parents and Family members, and their Pastors, Fr. Paul Redmond, and our own 
Fr. Bob Creagan. 

Finally on this Great Solemnity of Pentecost, the 50th Day since the Glorious 
celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord, the Easter Season concludes.   

Therefore as we prepare to welcome the Holy Spirit into our midst thru the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, and to celebrate Jesus’ Presence with us in His Word 
and in the Holy Eucharist, let us remember that we have all been called to live 
lives of holiness as Jesus’ Disciples, through the Sprinkling Rite that recalls our 
Baptism into Christ. 

 
 

 



Homily: 

Today’s Feast of Pentecost is so important.  This is the day when the Holy Spirit 
transformed the frightened Apostles into courageous missionaries and preachers 
of the Good News of Jesus to all the world----including over the generations, 
down to us.  Pentecost often bears the nickname: “the Birthday of the Church”, 
since in fact, this is the day that the Church truly began. 

Jesus, of course, had established the Church even before His Resurrection 
when He had asked His Apostles: “Who do you say that I am?”, and Peter was the 
one to profess his faith in Jesus by saying: “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living 
God”, which led Jesus to say to him: “Blessed are you, Simon, for no mere man has 
revealed this to you, but only my Father. So I say to you: ‘You are Peter, the Rock; 
and upon this Rock, I will build My Church, and the gates of the netherworld shall 
not prevail against it.”  But it was not until after Jesus’ death, Resurrection, and 
His subsequent Ascension when He returned to Heaven, that our world was left 
without Jesus’ Presence.  And so, on that first Pentecost, as Jesus had promised, 
He sent His Holy Spirit, Who made His Presence known in a powerful and 
dramatic way.  Today’s Reading from the Acts of the Apostles described the Event 
in detail:  there was a ”strong driving wind”, and there appeared ”tongues as of 
fire that came and rested upon each of the Apostles”, the result of which was “and 
the Apostles began to preach in such a way that people from every nation were 
able to understand them.” 

My dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, that same Holy Spirit, Who came so 
dramatically on that first Pentecost, has consistently remained with Jesus’ Church 
over these 2,000 years, guiding the Church, and filling those of us who are Jesus’ 
Disciples/Followers/Faithful people with the Gifts of the Spirit to transform us, as 
He did the Apostles, from passive disciples of Jesus, into active and courageous 
witnesses of Jesus. 

Our Baptism incorporates us into the Body of Christ and “calls” us all to live 
lives of holiness.  The Eucharist nourishes us and keeps us spiritually strong and 
healthy to continue our Journey of Faith.  And the Sacrament of Confirmation not 
only confirms us in who we are as Followers of Christ, but gives us the special 
spiritual Gifts we need to be “Witnesses” of Christ in the world---to be bold in the 
ways we live our faith---to be courageous in standing up for our belief in God and 
our commitment to live according to God’s ways as Jesus came to teach us, in the 
face of so much of the rest of the world that believes in the “false religion” of 



secularism, and discards any values, morality, or adhering to the objective Truth 
of the Gospel, in favor of relativism and following only subjective truth. 

Dear Candidates for Confirmation, the Sacrament you receive today completes 
your Initiation into the Faith.  The Theology classes that you have received at St. 
Augustine School or your CCD Programs over these 13 or 14 years of your young 
lives have been initiating you into the Life of Faith.  The Sacrament of 
Confirmation gives you what you need to now begin living your Faith equipped 
with all the Sacraments Jesus has given us, and today supplemented with the 
powerful Gifts of the Holy Spirit, which will help you throughout the rest of your 
adult lives.  

As we heard just a few minutes ago in today’s second reading from St. Paul’s 
first letter to the Church in Corinth: “There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but 
the same Spirit….. To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the 
common good.”  

The Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit, which I know all our Candidates have studied 
about, and I’m sure any one of them could tell us all what those specific Gifts are 
(wisdom, understanding, knowledge, counsel, fortitude/courage, piety, Fear of 
the Lord/Wonder and Awe) are very important.  But the greatest Gift is the Holy 
Spirit Himself.  In fact, when I anoint your foreheads with Sacred Chrism, that’s 
exactly what I will say: “Be sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit!  The Holy Spirit 
works quietly but always effectively, so I am confident that the different gifts He 
has given to each of us, and the spiritual growth He has helped you all to make 
during these years of Confirmation preparation, will bear much fruit in the years 
to come.  

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ, we all realize that we are living in very 
challenging times.  We are witnessing the increasing secularization of our culture; 
our society is more and more becoming that “culture of death” which Pope St. 
John Paul had predicted 20 years ago, as we witness our society’s value for 
human life being disregarded at every point along the life spectrum. Crimes 
against innocent human life—from the killing of unborn children, to the senseless 
violence in our schools, to murder in our streets, to the horrors of war—all 
continue to headline our news and break our hearts.  We need the power of the 
Holy Spirit today more than ever to unite us in prayer, and action, for the peace of 
Christ in our hearts and homes, and in our communities and nations. As we 
prayed in today’s Responsorial Psalm, “Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the 
face of the earth!” 



In today’s Gospel reading (Jn 20: 19–23), the risen Christ promises us His 
special Gift of Peace: “Peace be with you,” Jesus says. “As the Father has sent me, 
so I send you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins 
you retain are retained.”   Jesus knows that when we sin, we disrupt the most 
basic of our relationships---with God our Father---as well as with those whom we 
sin against.  That’s why Jesus integrally connects the Apostles/His Priests’ most 
important “spiritual power” to the Sacrament of Penance, where we all know we 
can go to experience Jesus’ forgiveness of our sins, and therefore to re-establish 
that sense of being at Peace.  And most importantly, we will only find the Peace of 
Christ when we learn to forgive one another, including those who have offended 
us deeply, as Jesus has forgiven us.  

Peace is a gift that we receive from Jesus Christ in and through the Holy Spirit. 
It is intimately connected to the mission we have been given by the same Christ to 
continue His work in the world. In other words, we will only experience a time of 
“peace”, both in our primary relationships and other social contacts, as well as in 
our own hearts, when we open ourselves to receive the variety of Gifts that the 
Holy Spirit wants to give us, and then when we actually put them to use.   

We’re all aware that we can receive the most precious or wonderful Gift in the 
world, but unless we unwrap the box, and actually use it, the Gift will remain 
useless.  That’s certainly the case with the spiritual Gifts of the Holy Spirit.  But 
when we open ourselves to receive them, and use them, the Holy Spirit will help 
us to make wise choices; to understand the Truth of God’s Word; to have the 
ability of counsel to choose God’s ways; to have the courage/fortitude to stand up 
for what is right; to be able to truly know God and to know how much He loves 
us; to have the genuine sense of piety to serve God generously; and to be filled 
with knowing how awesome God is, and to “fear” offending the God Who loves us 
so much.  These Gifts help us to put into practice the Spiritual and Corporal Works 
of Mercy; they help us to do our best to be faithful to the Church’s teachings; and 
they will give us the strength to put into practice Jesus’ most important of all the 
commandments: to love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength; and to 
love our neighbor as we love ourselves. 

Today, more than ever, we need the Spirit’s help to “bend our stubborn hearts 
and wills”, and to bring tenderness, justice and peace to situations that divide us 
from one another. We need healing and renewed strength to “wash the stains of 
guilt away” through compassion, forgiveness and kindness. Above all, we need 
“Joy itself,” the person of Jesus Christ, who loves us and sets us free. 



Dear Candidates for Confirmation, living our lives of Faith is so very important.  
The “Gift” of the Holy Spirit you are about to receive, and the seven-fold Gifts that 
He brings with Him, will equip you with the spiritual resources you need to deal 
with the challenges of the world in which you are living.  But, it’s not easy; it can 
be scarey; at times, it might feel overwhelming. 

That’s why we must all remain strong and active in the practice of your Faith.  
And that’s also why it’s so important to rely on the help of your Sponsors; find 
strength and encouragement within the love of your Families; stay connected 
with Friends that share your values and desire to live lives of holiness.  Come to 
Mass.  Receive the Eucharist.  Pray every day.  Keep growing in your personal 
relationship with Jesus, Who wants nothing more than to fill you with His Peace.  
And keep yourself open to the presence of the Holy Spirit, Who makes His 
dwelling within each of you, who become “Temples of the Holy Spirit”. 

Along with our dear Blessed Mother and the Apostles who all received the 
original outpouring of the Holy Spirit, let us make our prayer what the Church 
tells us was their prayer: “Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and 
kindle in us the fire of your love!  Send forth Your Spirit, and we shall be created; 
and You shall renew the Face of the Earth”! 

God bless you! 
 

 


