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June 26, 2022      13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Bishop Bradley’s Reflections on the Sunday Readings 

 

 This is truly a memorable weekend as we gather to celebrate this 13th 
Sunday in Ordinary Time. Liturgically, this week has been filled with very special 
Feast Days: Thursday’s Solemnity of the Birth of St. John the Baptist, Friday’s 
Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, and yesterday’s Feast of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary.  Because the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary are “movable feasts”, we rarely get such a 
combination of major feasts all in a row as we did this week.   

Of course most memorable event of all this past week was the long-
anticipated announcement of the Supreme Court which was made on Friday, 
overturning the 49-year old “Roe v. Wade” decision of 1973 which guaranteed the 
right to abortion as a constitutional right, and which has resulted in the legalized 
abortions of over 60 million unborn babies.  Friday’s historic decision negated that 
1973 decision, and has now ruled that the U.S. Constitution does not guarantee 
the right to abortion, therefore returning the decision to each State to make their 
own laws to legalize abortions or not.  How providential that Friday’s decision, 
which is a victory for all who value the precious gift of human life, came on the 
Feast of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus; however as we know, this decision has 
also further divided the country on this very basic human life issue.  Earlier last 
week, I published a “Reflection on the Sanctity of Human Life” anticipating the 
Supreme Court’s decision.  Though my Reflection doesn’t say anything particularly 
new, I hope that it serves as a basic reminder for all people, whatever their 
political or social opinions are, that all human life at every point along the life 
spectrum is a precious Gift from God, and that we have no right to determine 
who lives or who dies, including when it comes to the right to life of the unborn.  I 
hope that you will take the time to read it; I hope you might find it helpful.  The 
anger, outrage, threats and defiance of those who disagree with this Supreme 
Court decision is another very sad example of those who have somehow 
determined that the only opinions, decisions, or even laws that are valued are the 
ones with which they agree; that is not what our democracy stands for, and that 
is certainly not what our Faith teaches us.  Let us pray for a greater respect for all 
human life; let us pray for an end to divisiveness and violence in every form. 
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 Finally this weekend is memorable because it is the last Sunday in June, and 
it unofficially anticipates everyone’s most favorite and special holiday of the year 
next weekend, when we will be celebrating the “Fourth of July” weekend.  During 
those days, we will celebrate our national independence, and what we as 
Americans treasure most of all---our constitutionally guaranteed freedom to life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness.   

 Interestingly enough, today’s Scripture Readings focus our attention on that 
precious gift of freedom, but a “freedom” that is much greater/broader than our 
sense of “national independence”.  What our Loving God speaks to us about 
today in His holy Word is the freedom from the slavery of sin and the power of 
death---a freedom that Jesus won for us by His suffering, death and resurrection.   

 We heard St. Paul in today’s Second Reading talking about that very special 
freedom in his Letter to the Galatians:  “Brothers and sisters, for freedom, Christ 
set us free, so stand firm and do not submit again to the yoke of slavery.”  He also 
goes on to warn us not to take our freedom for granted, nor to misuse it for our 
own selfish interests.  Just like we realize that the Fourth of July means much 
more than getting together with family and friends for picnics, cookouts, and 
fireworks, the “freedom” won for us by Christ is for a higher purpose than just 
being able to do what we want.  As St. Paul tells us:  “Do not use this freedom as 
an opportunity for the flesh; rather, serve one another through love.” 

 The other Readings remind us what “service of one another through love” 
means.  In today’s First Reading from the first Book of Kings, Elijah who had 
become discouraged and rather “burnt out” as God’s Prophet is directed by God 
to choose Elisha as his successor.  And Elisha leaves everything behind to freely 
respond to that “call”; he literally burned his plows as a symbolic way of “burning 
his bridges behind him”.   

In today’s Gospel Reading, which we find in the 9th Chapter of St. Luke,  
Jesus “resolutely determined (freely) to journey to Jerusalem”, a journey that will 
take the next 10 chapters in St. Luke’s Gospel to complete, and which we will be 
listening to over the next 5 months until November.  Beginning with the first part 
of this pilgrimage, and all along the way, Jesus will be teaching very clearly what it 
means for US to “freely” choose to be His disciple. In today’s Gospel passage, 
Jesus gives us two examples of how NOT to be a disciple.  In the first part of the 
Gospel, as Jesus and the disciples pass through Samaria which was inhospitable to 
Jews, two of the disciples want to “call down fire from heaven to consume them” 
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as a way to exert power and “teach them a lesson”.  Jesus rebukes them and 
teaches that disciples of His do not engage in retribution; His disciples must 
constantly be committed to reconciliation and unity.  The second lesson had to do 
with those who wanted to be “part time” disciples or “someday-disciples, but not 
yet”.  Jesus clearly teaches that there is only ONE way to follow Him:  completely, 
unconditionally and freely.  Discipleship is not like a “9-5 job”, or even a career; 
discipleship is doing what He did:  following Him with “resolute determination”.   

 Each of us who have been baptized into Christ and are members of the 
Body of Christ is traveling along the “journey of faith”.  In other words, each of us 
is living out our baptismal vocation which is the same for each of us----to follow 
Christ faithfully and to grow in holiness along the way which leads ultimately to 
eternal union with God in Heaven.  Some of us have made a particular vocational 
choice as to how we’re living out our baptismal vocation, either through the 
Vocation of Married Life, the Vocation of the committed Single Life, or the 
Vocation of the Ordained life or Consecrated Religious Life.  Others of us may still 
be in the process of making a particular Vocational choice.  However, the most 
important question we need to consider is:  how do we understand freedom?   

 As we sadly continue to witness in recent years, and now in these last days 
escalated by the recent Supreme Court decision, there are increased signs in our 
culture and society that more and more people understand “freedom” to mean 
that we should be able to do whatever we want to do, no matter whether it’s 
right or wrong, moral or immoral, just or unjust according to the standards that 
God has revealed to us in His Word.  As a country, we seem to have moved to an 
understanding of “freedom” as “every individual’s right to be his/her own 
determinator of morality” and to ignore any objective standard of truth or 
morality.  It even goes beyond that; it seems clear that more and more people not 
only want to determine for themselves what is right, but that they can also 
demean and insult anyone who doesn’t agree with them or accept their definition 
of “right”.  The “pro abortion” advocates continue to use the premise “my body, 
my choice”, and that “no one can tell me what decisions to make regarding my 
own body”.  That is not what “freedom” means.  God does tell us what we can do 
and can not do with our bodies, our minds, and our choices. 

Let us heed Jesus’ example as we see it in today’s Gospel passage, to be 
“resolute” about what is right and true, and to be determined to continue 
responding to Jesus’ invitation, “Follow Me”, and to not keep “looking back”, but 
moving ever forward, following where Jesus will lead us---into all Truth.  Let us be 
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truly mindful of St. Paul’s definition of “freedom” in today’s Second Reading.  “For 
freedom, Christ set us free, so stand firm and do not submit again to the yoke of 
slavery….serve one another through love.”  And let us pray for a greater respect 
for, and to hold sacred, the precious gift of human life, from the moment of 
conception to the last natural breath.  

 

God bless you, now and always. 

 


