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May 22, 2022     Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Bishop Bradley’s Reflections on the Sunday Readings 

 

 This month of May, with it’s often-changing weather, and a more relaxed 
mood prevailing as the fear of illness is less intense, is a great time for just about 
any kind of outdoor activity, from planting flowers, cleaning up the yard,  running 
for special causes, or just a leisurely walk through the neighborhood.  These 
beautiful Spring days are great reminders of God’s beautiful creation. 

 In a similar way, the Scripture Readings for this Sixth Sunday of Easter 
remind us of the power of God’s unconditional Love.   

 In today’s Gospel, which takes place at the Last Supper, we heard Jesus, 
Who in just a matter of hours would be arrested and begin the ordeal of His 
suffering and death for the salvation of all humanity, promise His Apostles some 
amazing “farewell gifts”, so to speak.  There were five gifts that Jesus promised 
would be given to them:  1) the first was the promise that His Father would love 
any of His disciples who love Jesus and keep His Word; 2) the second was that 
both the Father and the Son would come and make their dwelling within those 
disciples who believe in Him; 3) the third gift is that the Holy Spirit, also known as 
the Advocate, would teach them and remind them of everything Jesus had taught 
them; 4) the fourth gift was the gift of His Peace, unique and distinct from the 
world’s understanding of Peace; 5) and the fifth gift was Jesus’ promise that no 
disciple who loves Him, keeps His Word and allows the Holy Spirit to dwell within 
them, would have anything to be troubled about or to be afraid of.   

 Let’s think about that very special fourth gift---the gift of Peace.  Jesus tells 
us very clearly that His gift of Peace is nothing like what the world thinks peace 
means, namely a negotiated compromise, or a coercive end of hostilities.  Jesus 
knew that Peace comes from the inside; it is not imposed from the outside.  It 
comes from the Hebrew word “Shalom”, which means a state of mind/heart/soul 
when everything is right.  It is positive well-being.  It is being in harmony; it is a 
sense of being “at one” with God, the world, and oneself.   Jesus knew Who He 
was---that He was His loving Father’s only-begotten Son and that He was loved 
unconditionally by the Father and the Holy Spirit.  That self-knowledge is what 
enabled Him to endure the betrayal by one of His own followers, the denial by His 
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closest disciple, the abandonment by all the apostles, and the awful suffering and 
death that He was about to experience.   

 It is that same, amazing gift of Peace that Jesus wants us to have.  And in 
today’s Gospel passage, He tells us how we can receive that gift.  When we love 
Jesus and keep His Word and allow God’s Love to come to us; when we open our 
hearts to allow God’s abiding Presence within our hearts; when we invite the Holy 
Spirit, the Advocate, to be our Teacher, Guide and Strength-----then, we will 
receive that amazing Gift of Peace.  And when we receive that Peace, we will not 
be troubled or afraid of anything.  That’s what Jesus promises us today.   

 That’s not to say that there will never be any conflicts, or problems in our 
lives; that’s certainly not to say that we won’t experience sadness or grief in our 
lives.  But it is to say that no matter what conflicts, problems, sadnesses or grief 
that we might experience, that the Peace of Christ will keep us from being 
overwhelmed or defeated by them. 

 In today’s First Reading form the Acts of the Apostles, we heard about the 
first major controversy within the Early Church.  It had to do with what kinds of 
obligations the new converts to Christianity, who were Gentiles, would have to 
follow as compared to the original converts to Christianity, who were Jews.  
Would those “obligations” have to be the same, or was there some kind of 
arrangement or accommodation that could be made for both?  The resolution to 
that first controversy was guided by the Holy Spirit and it enabled the early 
Church to continue to live in the Peace that Jesus promised.   

  That is not to say that Peace is simple, nor is it to say that it is “cheap”.  
Actually, the gift of Jesus’ Peace came at a great price and tremendous sacrifice; it 
came through the Cross and only resulted after Jesus died, was buried and rose 
gloriously from the Tomb.   

 In today’s Second Reading from the Book of Revelation, we hear about a 
vision of a new, beautiful City---“the heavenly Jerusalem”.  Jerusalem means “City 
of Peace”, and the “new Jerusalem” is the symbol for Heaven.  The vision enabled 
us to see a City that had no need of sun or moon or lamps of any sort because the 
Victorious Lamb of God let His Light of Victory shine brilliantly.  The vision also 
showed us a City that had no need of a temple because God Himself is not only 
Who we worship, but where we worship as well.  This Heavenly City---this City of 
Peace---is the Church in its perfect, heavenly state.   This “vision” is something 
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that we continue to long for, and work toward; but it’s not something that we 
have yet achieved. 

 We are still living in the finite world, and we, the Church here on earth, are 
still imperfect.  We continue to work hard to turn away from sin, and to grow in 
holiness; we continue to try hard to Love Jesus and keep His Word.  We try to 
remove distractions from our hearts so that we can make room for the Holy Spirit 
to guide us and keep us focused on what is important in our life as we live lives of 
Faith.  And we make every effort, in union with all our sisters and brothers in 
Christ, to be nourished and strengthened by the Holy Eucharist, so that we can be 
“at one” with one another and live in the Peace of Christ that He so desperately 
wants us to have.   

 These Joyful Easter weeks, in the midst of these beautiful Spring days, is the 
time for all of us to open ourselves to these amazing and wonderful Gifts that 
Jesus wants us to receive, most especially, the Gift of His Peace.   

May the Peace of the Risen Lord be with you always!    

 

God bless you, now and always! 

 

Faithfully yours in Christ, 

+ Bishop Paul J. Bradley     


