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May 1, 2022  11:30 a.m.  St. Augustine Cathedral 

Third Sunday of Easter 

 (St. Joseph the Worker/Month of Mary/51st Anniversary of Ordination) 

In this beautiful Spring Season, as April has ended and May has just begun, we 
are seeing evidence that the old saying “April showers bring May flowers” 
appears to be true, as the buds on the trees and bushes are beginning to open, 
and the early Spring flowers are starting to bloom.  For me, this is the best time of 
the year. 

And as Nature is coming back to life all around us, here in our Faith lives we 
continue with Easter Joy, celebrating Jesus’ new and glorified Life, the same Life 
He shares with all of us baptized into Christ. 

The Gospel passage we just listened to on this Third Sunday of Easter tells us 
of the “third time Jesus was revealed to His disciples after being raised from the 
dead”.  Clearly the Apostles are still struggling to come to grips with what “Jesus 
being raised from the dead” means.   

As you remember in last Sunday’s Gospel, St. John told us about the first two 
appearances of the Risen Jesus to the Apostles; the first one took place on the 
evening of Easter itself when Jesus rose triumphantly from the Dead. Yet when He 
appeared to the Apostles huddling in fear behind locked doors, said “Peace be 
with you”, showed them His hands and His side, breathed on them the Holy Spirit, 
and entrusted them with the authority to forgive sins in His Name---they were still 
unsure.  So, the Risen Jesus came back a second time a week later, still finding 
them behind locked doors, and greeted them in the same way--- “Peace be with 
you!”  But then immediately, Jesus went to Thomas, who had been absent the 
week before, to challenge his doubts, which resulted in Thomas’ profound 
profession of Faith: “You are my Lord and my God!”   But still, the Apostles had no 
Joy; they remained filled with uncertainty. 

So now today, St. John tells us about the third appearance of the Risen Jesus.  
We see that Peter decided to leave the Upper Room, saying “I am going fishing”, 
and 6 other Apostles said “We also will come with you.”  

Perhaps like many of us in these days after so many restrictions, they just 
wanted to get back to some sense of “normalcy”, and for those former 
“fishermen”, what was more normal than going fishing? Or perhaps they knew 
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that doing something they used to love could help them “clear their heads” and 
get a new and balanced perspective.  However, if they went to actually catch fish, 
they had obviously lost their touch, because after an entire night of fishing, none 
of them caught anything.  But suddenly at Daybreak (symbolizing the beginning of 
a New Day) “a Stranger” calls out with some helpful advice: “Cast the net over on 
the right side of the boat”.   Perhaps to humor this “Stranger”, or as a last ditch 
attempt to have some success, they followed the advice.  As John tells us, they 
caught so many fish “they weren’t able to pull the net into the boat”.  And that’s 
when John knew, and said to Peter: “It is the Lord!”  Since the boat couldn’t get 
impetuous Peter to shore fast enough, he dove in and swam to Jesus. 

Once all the Apostles arrived, and Peter dragged the net filled with 153 fish in, 
they enjoyed a “breakfast” together. St. John told us very specifically: “Jesus took 
the bread and gave it to them, and in like manner the fish”, which was clearly to 
remind them of the first time Jesus had done that at the Last Supper on the night 
before He died. This breakfast, in this “new day”, helped to lift the foggy cloud 
from the Apostles’ awareness, and they came to recognize “in the breaking of the 
Bread” that this was in fact the Risen Jesus, their Lord, Alive and Victorious, just as 
He had promised. 

My dear friends, what “clouds” our awareness?  What keeps us from 
“recognizing the Lord” in our lives?  What hurts/fears/traumas/failures, what 
sense of being overwhelmed by the busy-ness of life, what pressures of a growing 
secularist society in which we live, are causing us to doubt, or to lose faith 
altogether?  What is it that keeps us from throwing caution to the wind like Peter 
did, and just diving into and through our life’s challenges to get to the “Stranger 
on the Shore” when we realize “it is the Lord!”??? 

This is where we come, with whatever stands in our way, to “recognize Jesus in 
the breaking of the bread”!  This is where we come, hopefully every week----some 
of us every day---to be made “new” in the One Who renews us in His Love always.  
Jesus needed His Apostles to work through their fears, doubts, hesitations, and 
even the challenge of how irrational this all seemed to be; Jesus patiently and 
persistently helped them, so that they were able to embrace this New Reality, and 
be ready for the mission He would be entrusting to them---to be His Joyful 
Witnesses to all the world.  Perhaps that’s why the Risen Jesus stayed with the 
Apostles for 40 days until His Ascension----it probably took every bit of that time 
for them to be ready. 
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But there was one very particular matter that Jesus had to take care of 
immediately, and that had to do with Peter, His Rock---the One upon whom Jesus 
intended to build His Church.  Peter was living with the shame of his own 
awareness that just a few days before, out of fear for his own life, he cowardly 
denied that he was one of Jesus’ followers---he denied even knowing Who Jesus 
was.  He did that not just once, or twice, but three times, just as Jesus, at the Last 
Supper, had told him he would do.  Jesus had to make the relationship between 
Him and Peter right.  But how sensitively, gently, and compassionately Jesus did 
so.  He didn’t berate Peter; He didn’t say: “How could you?!”; He didn’t use the “I 
told you so” approach.  Jesus simply asked him directly: “Simon Peter, son of John, 
do you love Me more than these?”  Jesus didn’t ask him just once, or even twice, 
but three times----very likely, one for each time Peter had denied Him---He asked 
a simple, direct question: “Do you love Me?”  And with each time that Peter 
answered “Yes Lord, You know that I love You!”, Jesus gave him added 
responsibility to “feed”, “tend” and “care for” those who would be entrusted to 
him as His Successor---His Vicar on earth.   

In that exchange with Peter, dear Friends, Jesus teaches us an incredibly 
important lesson on how we are to deal with those who hurt, offend, attack, or 
deny us.  Holding grudges; getting revenge; operating under the “eye for an eye” 
philosophy; hitting back harder; or any of the bullying tactics so prevalent on 
social media these days----that’s NOT the way of “those of us who Love Jesus”.  
We need to follow Jesus’ example of reconciling with those who offend us; 
forgiving our brother/sister 70 times 7 times; forgiving others’ trespasses as we 
ask God to forgive ours. 

This Third Sunday of Easter falls this year on May 1st, which supersedes today’s 
normal Feast, that of St. Joseph, the Husband of Mary and foster Father of Jesus.  
This first day of May also ushers in the beautiful Month of special devotion to our 
Blessed Mother.  St. Joseph worked hard to make a living, to provide for his 
family, and he taught Jesus so much about what it means to be “human” as He 
was growing up.  While in His public ministry, Jesus was clearly teaching us about 
the ways of His Heavenly Father, He also was reflecting the “good and just man” 
that His foster Father Joseph was.  Of course, our Blessed Mother is the Model of 
what it means to conform her life to God’s Holy Will, which is how she could be 
Jesus’ first and greatest Disciple, and now our Intercessor.  On this day, and 
during this month, I encourage every one of us to allow St. Joseph’s and our 
Blessed Mother’s examples to inspire us in our lives---to see in both of them 
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examples of working honestly, building a safe a loving home for your families, 
reflecting Joseph’s virtues of “goodness” and “justice”, and Mary’s humility and 
openness to God’s Will, in all that we do.  And may all of us, especially those of 
you who are parents, allow Joseph and Mary to help you in being good examples 
to your children, especially in the ways of Faith. 

Today also happens to be my 51st anniversary of Priestly Ordination.  For more 
than 5 decades, I have experienced the great privilege of representing the Risen 
Jesus to thousands and thousands of people, through the Celebration of daily 
Mass, hearing Confessions, and in all the other ways Jesus has provided for us to 
come to Him through the Sacramental Life of the Church. What a joy it is for me 
to help people come to “recognize the Lord”, Alive in His Church and in us who 
choose to follow Him. I am so grateful to God for these 51 years of being His 
“unworthy servant”, and I look forward to whatever years of ministry remain.   

I mention St. Joseph’s Feast Day, and my Ordination Anniversary, only as 
examples of what it means for all of us, dear Family of Faith, to live our lives as 
Jesus’ faithful, courageous, joyful, and loving witnesses in our world which is 
divided, confused, angry, and struggling to find meaning.  Once the Apostles 
finally realized in the depths of their beings that Jesus IS Alive, and once that 
“flame” of faith, hope and love was “rekindled in their hearts” thru the Holy Spirit, 
they were willing, ready and able to carry out the Mission Jesus gave to them and 
His Church. 

With the Risen Jesus with us as our Hope, renewed and strengthened by 
“recognizing the Lord here in the Breaking of the Bread” of His Word and in the 
Holy Eucharist, and through the Grace and Power of the Holy Spirit, we too can 
face the challenges of our lives, even in the midst of the sinful and painful events 
taking place in the world.   And it begins by confessing our Love for Jesus as Peter 
did: “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you. Help me to follow You wherever You 
lead”.       

God bless you! 

 


