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April 3, 2022 10:30 a.m.  St. Peter Parish, Douglas 

Fifth Sunday of Lent/Jubilee Year of the Holy Spirit Pastoral Visit 

Comments at Beginning of Mass: 

I’m so grateful to Father Fabio for inviting me to be here with you as I continue 
my Parish Visits throughout the Diocese.  I’m particularly pleased to celebrate 
here at St. Peter’s, my first visit since the rededication of this beautifully 
renovated Church. 

We are rapidly moving through this beautiful Season of Lent, drawing ever 
closer to the Holiest Week of our Church year one week from today.  But we 
continue this Jubilee Year of the Holy Spirit which I proclaimed right after our 
Diocese’s Golden Anniversary celebration last July, beginning on the Feast of our 
Diocesan Patron, St. Augustine, and continuing until the great Solemnity of 
Pentecost, just 2 months from now on June 5, 2022.  

In addition, we are in the midst of this “Synod on Synodality” which Pope 
Francis has urged the Universal Church’s participation in over these next 3 years, 
with the focus this first year on each particular Diocese around the world.  
“Synodality” is a word Pope Francis uses to describe what he sees as a key, 
essential, role that the Church must play---to provide to each of us that sense of 
“accompaniment” on our Journey of Faith, as well as an openness to “listen” to 
one another, and to the Holy Spirit, during that accompaniment.  In keeping with 
that, our Diocese has been participating by bringing people together in more than 
small groups all over the Diocese, to pray together and to “listen” to what 
people’s experiences of the Holy Spirit’s guidance has been in their lives.   This 
Jubilee Year is a time for special prayer for the guidance of the Holy Spirit for our 
Diocese, for our Parishes, and for each of us---to ask the Holy Spirit to revitalize us 
in our Faith, and to be guided and inspired by the Holy Spirit as to where He 
wants to lead our Diocese, and each of us, as we continue moving forward with 
our lives.   

As you probably know, one of these days, sooner than later, our Holy Father 
will accept my Letter requesting Retirement which I sent the September before 
last as required by Canon Law when one gets to that certain age, and appoint my 
Successor, to be our Fifth Bishop  That remains a very important prayer, asking 
that the Holy Spirit will make a particularly good selection in that important 
matter for all of us.  
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  St. Peter Parish has been accompanying the faithful here in this part of the 
Diocese and “listening” to them with the Heart of Christ for the better part of 130 
years, dating back to the late 1890’s.  This community has been Shepherded by 
many pastors over these years, including a number of Augustinian priests for a 
good part of that time.  And your current pastor, a faithful and joyful priest for 
more than 36 years, is on his 2nd time around with you as your pastor, along with 
being the pastor of San Felipe Parish in Fennville, and a part of this Collaborative 
including St. Basil, South Haven.   
 

And so, for all these reasons, I’m very happy to be here with you this 
morning on this 5th Sunday of Lent to celebrate our Faith together, praying that 
the Holy Spirit will fill us with His Gifts, and help our spiritual lives to bear the 
Fruits of His Love/Charity.  Therefore, let us prepare…. 
 

 
 
 
 
Homily: 

If this Gospel passage, that we all know best as “the Gospel about the Woman 
caught in Adultery”, would receive a “Rating” using the system for rating movies, 
or TV shows, it might rate an “R”, or at the very least a “PG”, not just because it’s 
about “adultery”, but also because of the violent nature of the details. 

 
Let’s not forget some of the important details of this story: 1) St. John told us it 

was “early in the morning” and it was “in the temple area”. 2) Jesus had just come 
from His morning prayer in the Mt of Olives (where we will also find Jesus on Holy 
Thursday night when He is arrested), and He went right to the Temple.  And 3) a 
crowd had gathered to listen to Jesus, and St. John told us “He sat down and was 
teaching them”.  But none of that mattered to the Scribes and the Pharisees who 
arrested this poor woman, whom they had “caught in the very act of adultery”, 
dragged her from wherever that was, thru town, and into the Temple, disrupting 
whatever prayerful discussion was taking place, and made their bold, public 
announcement of what this woman had done.  Never mind that it takes two to 
make “adultery”, and there was clearly no “man” being dragged into this.  

  
And after accusing her, they inaccurately quoted the Mosaic Law stating: “In 

the law, Moses commanded us to stone such women.”  Well, that’s partially true, 
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though the 2 places in the Mosaic Law (Deut. 22 and Lev. 20) that addressed the 
consequences for “adultery” indicates that it “may” be the end result, and that 
both the “man and the woman” were subject to the same “capital punishment” of 
stoning them to death.  

  
And then, sure that they had put Jesus into the proverbial corner, they posed 

the question: “So, what do YOU say?”  We need to realize that the Scribes and the 
Pharisees, who had become increasingly concerned about Jesus’ growing 
reputation, and who may have been concerned that Jesus was a heretic, but more 
so were worried that He might usurp their own positions of power/authority, 
didn’t care a bit about what the woman (and her partner) had done, but only that 
this provided them with what they thought was a “guaranteed no-lose” situation 
to trap Jesus, so that whatever He said---whatever position He took---with 
whomever He sided, they could use against Him and get rid of Him once and for 
all.  No one cared about this woman; we don’t even know her name.  She was just 
in the wrong place at the wrong time doing the wrong thing.  Here she was----
publicly exposed, completely humiliated, and totally alone.  She probably knew 
the Law, and realized she was in big trouble.  She knew that it was possible that 
she was about to die.   One thing is for sure: she never counted on being thrown 
(literally) at the Feet of the One Who IS Mercy itself. 

 
The tension mounted; the people were still; the Scribes and Pharisees waited--

-but Jesus said nothing, and, St. John tells us, “Jesus bent down and began to write 
on the ground with His finger.”  Lots of Scripture Scholars have offered thoughts 
about what Jesus was writing.  But whether He was writing a message or just 
doodling, what He really did was help to relieve the tension; He was doing what 
we’ve all been taught we need to do before reacting in any emotionally-charged 
situation---take a breath---“count to 10---then count to 10 again”.  Jesus gave 
everyone time to pause, and think.  

  
But when they persisted in asking Him what He thought, He gave a brilliant 

answer --- an answer that has echoed down through the ages and has been used 
in countless situations: “Let the one among you who is without sin be the first to 
throw a stone at her.”  And then He continued writing on the ground.  We should 
give the Scribes and Pharisees a lot of credit because they realized that what Jesus 
said was true---each of them was well-aware of their own sins, perhaps not as 
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“adulterers” but sinners nonetheless---and, as St. John put it, “one by one they 
went away, beginning with the elders”. 

 
I assume that there’s no one here who would claim to not be a “sinner”; we all 

began our Mass this morning, as we do at the beginning of every Mass, admitting 
our sins and asking God for mercy.  But there’s none of us here that would want 
our sins publicly exposed.  Yet there are times when we do get “caught” in our 
sins: perhaps we get caught in a lie, or we might be gossiping about another 
person only to have them overhear us; we might throw a temper tantrum 
thinking no one is around only to have a child, or another family member, be in 
the next room.   And if we’ve had that experience, then we can relate even a little 
bit to this poor woman with no name. 

  
St. Augustine, our Diocesan Patron, gave her a name.  He called her “Misery”.  

In his commentary on this Gospel, he wrote that after everyone had left, “the two 
of them remained: Mercy with Misery.”  But that moment of her life, which she 
feared might be about to end, turned her misery into joy as she was given a 
brand- new lease on life when Jesus said: “Woman, where are they? Has no one 
condemned you?  She replied: “No one, Sir.” And Jesus said: “Neither do I condemn 
you. Go, and from now on do not sin any more.” 

 
The irony in this story is that the “bullies”, otherwise known as the Scribes and 

the Pharisees, who thought that they were trapping Jesus, were the ones who 
were trapped by the reality of their own sinfulness.  And even more ironic is that 
the woman, who was a dispensable pawn in their attempt to destroy Jesus, was 
introduced to the One Who showed her mercy, and inspired her to do what Jesus 
told her to do: to “go, and from now on, do not sin any more.”   He didn’t justify 
what she had done; He just said, don’t do it again---don’t sin again. 

 
We might be tempted to refer to this as the “Story about the Woman caught in 

Adultery”; but we should think more about it as “The Story about Everyone” or 
“Our Story”.  Because that’s exactly what Jesus tells us to do, every time we 
receive the Sacrament of Penance.  Each time we confess our sins, the priest 
“absolves” our sins, and then counsels us: “Go and sin no more”.  We’re not 
always that successful; but that should always be our intention with our sins 
absolved and our hearts renewed. 
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The entire message of the Good News, the essential point of Jesus’ teaching, 
and the heart of our Catholic teaching is that our God loves us unconditionally.  
The Original Sin of our first Parents disrupted God’s Original Plan, which was for 
humanity to live in unity with Him.  And every sin committed ever since has the 
effect of separating us from God.  And that is why, “in the fullness of time”, God 
sent His Son Jesus to “reconcile the world to Himself”.  That reconciliation did not 
come cheaply; in fact, every time we look at a Crucifix, we see how dearly it cost 
God---the very Life of His only-begotten Son. 

 
That is what we will all be celebrating beginning this coming Sunday with Holy 

Week, walking with Jesus through His triumphant entry into Jerusalem on Palm 
Sunday, being with Him at the Last Supper at which Jesus gave us the Gift of the 
Eucharist, the Priesthood, and our command to “wash one another’s feet” in 
loving service; walking with Jesus along the Way of the Cross on Good Friday and 
standing at the foot of the Cross as He gave His Life for us; and then rejoicing on 
Easter Sunday as Jesus, risen from the Dead, destroys the power of Sin and Death 
forever, and wins for us the gift of Eternal Salvation. 

 
How do we respond to God’s unconditional Love for us?  How grateful are we 

for God’s Mercy?  How committed are we to do what Jesus told the Woman, and 
us, to do: “Go, and from now on, do not sin anymore”?  God always wants us to 
know that He is doesn’t remember the past, but always wants us to move forward 
in Hope.  That’s what we heard God say in today’s First Reading from the Prophet 
Isaiah: “Remember not the events of the past, the things of long ago consider not; 
see I am doing something new.”   

 
For the past two years, we have experienced the fear of a worldwide 

pandemic, social strife and political division in our country, and now, we are 
dealing with the madness of War in Ukraine.  During his 36th Apostolic Journey, 
yesterday and today in Malta, Pope Francis said: “The icy winds of war, which 
bring only death, destruction and hatred in their wake, have swept down 
powerfully upon the lives of many people and have affected us all.” And then he 
urged us to continue praying for Peace, saying: “It is urgent to restore beauty to 
the face of a humanity marred by war.”  We not only need to pray for Peace, but 
live as people of peace, and choose to root sin, which is the cause of all divisions 
between us and God and one another, out of our lives.  
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As I mentioned at the beginning of our Mass this morning, these are important 
times here in our Diocese, with an amazing confluence of opportunities: our 
Diocese has just celebrated our 50th Anniversary as a Diocese; we’re in the midst 
of the “Jubilee Year of the Holy Spirit”, as well as the Synod on “Synodality”; and 
finally, we’re preparing for a time of transition in Leadership here in our Diocese.   
Each of those “opportunities” are asking us to set our sights on the future, praying 
to be spiritually renewed and re-energized, so that we can be the Church here in 
the Diocese of Kalamazoo that we need to be.  We should welcome all these 
“graced moments” to help us, first of all, to listen to the Holy Spirit, prayerfully 
asking Him to guide us as a Diocese in the ways He wants us to go; and secondly 
to listen to one another as we accompany one another on this Journey of Faith.   

  
In my most recent Pastoral Letter entitled “Let Our Hearts be In-Spired for 

Mission: A Pastoral Letter on the Holy Spirit”: “My hope for every Catholic in the 
Diocese of Kalamazoo…is that we will be re-energized as Spirit-filled evangelizers, 
individual members of our diocesan-wide community of missionary disciples, who 
are Eucharistically-centered and “on fire” with the Power of the Holy Spirit.”(p.21) 

 
We need to prayerfully listen to the Holy Spirit’s direction, and open our hearts 

to receive the Gifts that the Holy Spirit so desperately wants to give us, the same 
Gifts that the Spirit poured out upon the Apostles on Pentecost, which 
transformed them and sent them forth on the Mission to change the world.  And, 
when we put those Gifts of the Holy Spirit to work, our lives will give evidence of 
the Spirit working in us in what we call the Fruits of the Spirit: the Love, Joy, 
Kindness, Peace, Patience, Goodness, Generosity, Gentleness, Faithfulness, 
Modesty, Self-Control, and Chastity that are motivated by the Holy Spirit of God.  

 
Just as God is always about “doing something new” and giving us “new 

opportunities” to grow in His love, we need to take seriously these life-giving and 
mercy-filled words of Jesus, not just to the Woman in today’s Gospel, but to each 
of us: “Go, and from now on, do not sin any more.” 

 
St. Paul said it as concisely and clearly as possible in today’s Second Reading in 

his Letter to the Philippians:  I have indeed been taken possession of by Christ 
Jesus…..Therefore I focus on just one thing: forgetting what lies behind, but 
straining forward to what lies ahead, I continue my pursuit toward the goal, the 
prize of God’s upward calling, in Christ Jesus.”  The woman St. Augustine called 
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“Misery”, but who we saw became “much loved”, knew exactly what St. Paul 
meant, for she too was taken possession of by Jesus.” 

 
And when we too can say those words with St. Paul----when we get to the 

point in our lives when we forget the past and long only for what lies ahead---
when we make genuine efforts to “go, and sin no more”----when we allow 
ourselves to be “taken possession of by Jesus Christ”----THEN we will attain that 
goal, and win the prize.  And then the “rating” of our “Life Story “will be beyond 
“G”, or “5-Star”.  The “prize” that awaits us is so much more than some material 
treasure.  Our “prize”, as St. Paul told us, is “God’s upward calling in Christ Jesus”, 
when we will be loved by God forever in Heaven. 

 
God bless you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


