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April 17, 2022     11:30 a.m.      St. Augustine Cathedral 

Easter Sunday:  the Resurrection of the Lord (alternate Gospel) 

“This is the Day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!---Alleluia!”   
These beautiful words from the Psalm Refrain we sang together just a few 
minutes ago, sum up very well what brings us together today on this Easter 
Sunday.  THIS is the “Day”!  Easter Day!  The Day that changed the world forever.  
The Day that has made all the difference in the lives of each and every one of us 
as well.  This is the Day on which Jesus, the Son of God, Who had come into our 
world as a Human Being, willingly endured suffering, a gruesome Crucifixion, 
Death and Burial, the ONLY way to reconcile humanity to God.  And then, in the 
stillness of the early morning of the third DAY, Jesus Rose to a new and Glorified 
Life, thereby overcoming the power of Sin and the effects of the death that all 
humanity has to endure as a result of Original Sin. 

Jesus didn’t do that for Himself.  Jesus did that for US!  And that is why Easter 
makes all the difference in the World---and for every one of us gathered together 
on this Easter morning.  For all those reasons, my dear sisters and brothers in 
Christ, in the name of Father Creagan and all those here at the Cathedral, I once 
again wish you, and all your families, a Joyful, Blessed and very Happy Easter! 

Having competed the holy Season of Lent which began 40 days or so ago, I 
hope we can see that we made some progress in our spiritual lives, to one degree 
or another. Now, the Church gives us this great Feast of Easter and the next 50 
days of the Easter Season, “to remember God’s unconditional Love, to realize who 
we truly are, each of us precious to God our Father, and to rejoice that we can 
move forward on our life journey in the Joy and Hope of Jesus’ Victory, in which 
we share.  The idea that Jesus, who was definitely Dead and was buried in a Tomb 
for 3 days was Raised to Life, is not only a difficult concept to grasp; it goes 
against all human logic of human nature!  No one, before or after Jesus, has ever 
died, and then come back to Life, never to die again.  So, it’s no wonder that it 
was difficult for even those closest to Jesus---His Apostles and the Holy Women 
who were His followers---to believe what was too good to be true. 

That’s what we heard going on in this morning’s Gospel passage from St. Luke, 
and in fact, in all the Gospel accounts for Easter.  In this morning’s passage, 
there’s not a lot of “joy” or “hope”.  In fact, the holy women who came to Jesus’ 
Tomb “at daybreak on the first day of the week” went there only to pay their 
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respects to Jesus’ dead Body.  The first shock was that the big stone covering the 
Tomb’s opening, which they were concerned as to how they would move it, was 
already “moved away from the tomb”.  And when they went into the Tomb, it was 
empty, and Luke tells us, that they were “puzzled”, not knowing what to think.  
The two Angels appeared to them; the women “were terrified”.  There’s no Joy or 
Hope in them; only confusion and fear.  Then the Angels asked this powerful 
question: “Why do you seek the Living One among the dead?  He is not here; He 
has been raised.” 

But then the Angels said:  “Remember what He said when He was still in 
Galilee”.  Jesus had prepared His Apostles and followers for what to expect: “that 
the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners and be crucified, and rise on the 
third day”.  As soon as the Angels reminded these holy women, it began to dawn 
on them what had happened.  They had forgotten what Jesus told them; but now-
--now they “remembered”, and it all began to make sense; and once they 
“remembered”, they “realized” that Jesus was Alive, and then-- they could 
“rejoice”. 

These holy women ran to tell the Good News to the Apostles, but the Apostles 
not only couldn’t “remember” what Jesus had promised to do; they dismissed the 
women because it “seemed like nonsense” to them.  Only Peter was willing to go 
to the Tomb. He saw and was “amazed”, but he had not yet “realized” the 
meaning, and so he was not yet able to “rejoice”.  Eventually, they would “get it”.  
But, for now, they needed time.  The appearances of the Risen Jesus over the 
days following the first Easter Sunday would begin to lead them to remember, to 
realize, and then to rejoice.   

What about us?  Do we “get it”?  I assume all of us here on this glorious Easter 
Sunday filling our beautiful Cathedral are here because we are “People of Faith”.  
But I also assume that all of us are at different places in regard to our “level of 
Faith” in each of our lives.  For some, we may consider ourselves strong in our 
commitments to following God in our daily lives; for some others of us, there may 
have been “starts” and “stops” and “restarts” along our Journey of Faith.  

But all of us came here to Easter Sunday Mass this morning.  We didn’t go to a 
cemetery because we’re not “looking for the Living One among the dead”; we 
came here to join with the rest of us who profess our Faith in the Risen Jesus, 
because we know we find the “Living One” here, in God’s Word which helps us to 
remember His unconditional Love, His never-ending Covenant, and His constant 
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willingness to forgive our sins; and we most dramatically find the “Living One” in 
the Eucharist which Jesus has given to us, His precious Body and Blood, to be our 
spiritual Food to strengthen us along our Journey of Faith. 

In just a few moments, in place of reciting the Creed as we normally do every 
Sunday, we will all have the opportunity to renew our Baptismal Promises and be 
sprinkled with newly-blessed Easter Holy Water.  As St. Paul told us in today’s 
Second Reading: “If you were raised with Christ, seek what is above, where Christ 
is seated at the right hand of God.”  On the day of our Baptism, we didn’t just 
become Catholic; we “died to sin and were raised with Christ”.   And trying to live 
our lives according to our Baptismal Promises means that we keep “seeking what 
is above”.  I hope your response of “I Do” to each of the questions, as to whether 
we Reject Satan and the power of Sin, and we Believe in God the Father, His Son 
Jesus, and their Holy Spirit, and the Church Jesus has established, are more than 
“automatic” or passive; I pray that this can be a heart-felt moment for each of us, 
to help us “realize” what our lives in this world are all about, and to “renew” our 
commitment to follow Jesus to the best of our ability, in spite of the many 
challenges that we all face in our Culture which is quickly becoming God-less and 
Value-less. 

As Pope Francis said on this Easter Sunday earlier in Rome: “May our hearts 
truly be opened as we welcome the Risen Jesus’ Easter message: ‘Peace be with 
you’, especially in these times where we are witnessing the opposite, an Easter 
marked by war where so many have died and violence continues….May we be 
won over by the Peace of Christ.  Peace is possible; peace is a duty; peace is 
everyone’s primary responsibility!” 

Today is not only “the Day the Lord has made”; it’s also the “Day” when we 
can realize in a renewed and deeper way how much God loves us:  that He 
sacrificed His Son for our Salvation.  And so, therefore, we can rejoice, not only 
because Jesus is Alive, but because we too will share in that Gift of Eternal Life 
when our life in this world is completed. That is why “we rejoice” in this “Day the 
Lord has made”.  

And so, with our Lenten time of “repentance, reconciliation, and renewal” 
completed, and the 50-day Easter Season of “remembrance, realization, and 
rejoicing” underway, may our “Alleluias” resound. Let us not “seek the Living One 
among the dead”, but, with Joy and Hope in our hearts, may we find Him here in 
this Mass, in the Sacraments, and in all those who are Baptized into His Death and 
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Resurrection, as we give witness to the proclamation: “Jesus is Risen; He is Risen 
indeed”.  May He be our Light, our Hope and our Salvation.  Amen! 


