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April 16, 2022  9:00 p.m.  St. Augustine Cathedral 

The Resurrection of the Lord at the Vigil in the Holy Night of Easter 

Tonight, at this relatively late hour, we come together to celebrate what the 
Church refers to as “The Resurrection of the Lord at the Vigil in the Holy Night of 
Easter”.   This Vigil is the highpoint of the Sacred Triduum, which began with the 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday, continued with Good Friday’s 
Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion, and which will conclude Easter Sunday 
afternoon tomorrow with the praying of Vespers.  This Easter Vigil is a Holy Night 
to remember, to realize, and to rejoice in the Resurrection, which not only raised 
Jesus from Death to a Glorified New Life, but which also changed the world 
forever by destroying the power of death for all who are baptized into Christ, 
winning for us the Gift of Eternal Life. 

And so, on behalf of my brother priests and deacons here with me, and in my 
own name---I extend to all of you here present, and those participating virtually, 
our heartfelt greetings for a joyful and hope-filled Happy Easter!  And all of us join 
together with our brothers and sisters in our Christian/Catholic Faith all over the 
world in celebrating this, the greatest and most central of our Feasts.  In addition, 
our rejoicing in Jesus’ Resurrection coincides with the Joy of our Jewish elder 
sisters and brothers in the midst of this sacred time of Passover, as well as with 
those of the Muslim Faith celebrating the holy season of Ramadan. 

In this Vigil Mass, we need all our human senses to take in the beautiful, 
pleasant sights, sounds, and smells: the pleasant scent of the blooming flowers; 
the warmth of the Fire, the Light of this gorgeous Easter Candle piercing the 
Darkness, and the Light that spread throughout the Cathedral when we lit our 
Candles; the sounds of the Bells, the Organ, the harmonious voices, especially the 
message of God’s unconditional Love that we heard proclaimed in all the 
Readings from Scripture on this Holy Night----all of which touch our hearts and fill 
our spirits with the Joy of this powerful, and life-changing, message: Jesus has 
Risen!  Therefore, we can’t help but proclaim “Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia”, over 
and over again. 

We began this holy Season of Lent 40 days ago, when we heard the Church’s 
call to “repent of our sins, reconcile with God and one another, and renew our 
relationship with God and neighbor”.  Having completed this Lenten Season, I 
hope we can see that we made progress to one degree or another.  Now, the 
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Church gives us this great Feast of Easter “to remember God’s unconditional Love, 
to realize who we are as God our Father’s precious son or daughter, and to rejoice 
that we can move forward on our life journey in the Joy and Hope of Jesus’ 
Victory in which we share.   

That’s what tonight’s extended Liturgy of the Word should help us to do.  As 
the powerful first Reading from Genesis summed up the “6 Days of Creation” by 
Almighty God, the Creator of all, we come to remember once more that we 
human beings are the high-point of His creation.  We remember what God has 
done for His People as we heard in the second Reading from Exodus, powerfully 
leading them out of generations of slavery in Egypt, miraculously thru the Red 
Sea, and into the freedom of the Promised Land---foreshadowing what Jesus has 
done for us.  And we remember that God is always Faithful to His Covenant, as we 
heard in the 3rd Reading, the Covenant which Jesus fulfilled and made into a New 
Covenant through the shedding of His Blood for us.  

Despite all the ways that God demonstrated His unconditional Love, 
everlasting Covenant, and constant offer of Mercy over the ages, humanity 
continued to turn away from God.  And so when, in the “fullness of time”, God 
chose to enter into our world by sending us His only-begotten Son, “born of the 
Father before all ages…consubstantial with the Father….and by the Holy Spirit was 
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.”   It was only thru Jesus’ public 
ministry of teaching, healing, forgiving and inviting all to follow Him to find the 
way to the fullness of human life and the way to Eternal Life in Heaven, that we 
can realize who we really are as valued and precious in God’s sight.  

But in order to gain humanity’s Salvation, Jesus had to conquer once and for all 
the stranglehold that Sin and Evil had on humanity for all time.  The awful 
suffering that Jesus experienced, and the ignominious Death that He endured, has 
led to Jesus’ Resurrection, which destroyed Sin and Death’s lasting power for 
those of us who, as St. Paul reminded us in his Letter to the Romans, are 
“baptized into His death…so that we can see ourselves as being dead to sin and 
living for God in Christ Jesus”.  

And that is why we not only “remember” all that God has done for us and 
realize anew who we are, but that’s what enables us to rejoice and live in the Joy 
of this “newness of life”, and be filled with Easter Hope all the days of our lives. 
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In St. Luke’s Easter account of the Resurrection which we just heard, there’s 
not a lot of “joy” or “hope”.  In fact, the holy women who came to Jesus’ Tomb 
“at daybreak on the first day of the week” went there only to pay their respects to 
Jesus’ dead Body.  The first shock was that the big stone covering the Tomb’s 
opening, which they were concerned as to how they would move it, was already 
“moved away from the tomb”.  And when they went into the Tomb, it was empty, 
and Luke tells us, that they were “puzzled”, not knowing what to think.  The two 
Angels appeared to them, and the women “were terrified”.  There’s no Joy or 
Hope in them; only confusion and fear.  But then the Angels asked this powerful 
question: “Why do you seek the Living One among the dead?  He is not here; He 
has been raised.”  But then the Angels said:  “Remember what He said when He 
was still in Galilee”.  Jesus had prepared His Apostles and followers for what to 
expect: “that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners and be crucified, and 
rise on the third day”.  And as soon as the Angels reminded these holy women, it 
began to dawn on them what had happened.  They had forgotten what Jesus told 
them; but now---now they “remembered”, and it all began to make sense; and 
once they “remembered”, they “realized” that Jesus was Alive, and then…then 
they could “rejoice”. 

These holy women ran to tell the Good News to the Apostles, but the Apostles 
not only couldn’t “remember” what Jesus had promised to do; they dismissed the 
women because it “seemed like nonsense” to them.  Only Peter was willing to go 
to the Tomb. He saw and was “amazed”, but he had not yet “realized” the 
meaning, and so he was not yet able to “rejoice”.  Eventually, they would “get it”.  
But, for now, they needed time.  The appearances of the Risen Jesus over the 
days following the first Easter Sunday would begin to lead them to “remember”, 
“to realize”, and then “to rejoice”.   

At this Easter Vigil, we come together in this Cathedral, joined by Christians all 
over the world doing the same, all of us as People of Faith.  Just as those first 
“believers” encountered great resistance, skepticism, and eventually persecution, 
so too in our world of 2022, do we encounter very much of the same.  There are 
some looking for God in all the wrong places; there are many others not looking 
for God at all; and there are those who have rejected the very reality of God.  We 
do not look for the “Living One” among the dead; we know that it is here in the 
Mass that we find the Lord of the Living and the One Who has saved us, through 
His life-giving Word and in the Eucharist we are privileged to receive.  
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It is our Baptism into the death of Christ that has given us the gift of the 
“newness of life”.  As St. Paul told us so confidently: “If we have died with Christ, 
we believe that we shall also live with Him….Death no longer has power over 
Him”, or over those who believe in Him.  And that is why, in just a few moments, 
we will Renew our Baptismal Promises and be sprinkled with the Holy Water that 
recalls our Baptism. 

In addition, we have the great Joy this evening of welcoming into our Faith 
community John Patton Chew who, already baptized in the Presbyterian Church 
many years ago, has heard the Lord calling him to pursue a deeper Faith in Him.  
After completing the RCIA process, in a few moments, John will make his 
Profession of Faith in the Catholic Church, receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, 
and then, for the first time, will be one with us in the Eucharist.  We are so happy 
for you, John; you add to our Easter Joy this evening.  

United with John and one another, may this great Vigil deepen, strengthen and 
renew our own Faith in the Risen Jesus and the Church Jesus gave us.  

And so, with our Lenten time of “repentance, reconciliation, and renewal” 
completed, and the Easter Season of “remembrance, realization, and rejoicing” 
underway, may our “Alleluias” resound. Let us not “seek the Living One among 
the dead”, but, with Joy and Hope in our hearts, may we find Him here in this 
Mass, in the Sacraments, and in all those who are Baptized into His Death and 
Resurrection, as we give witness to the proclamation: “Jesus is Risen; He is Risen 
indeed”.  May He be our Light, our Hope and our Salvation.  Amen! 

 


