
April 12, 2022  6:00 p.m.  St. Augustine Cathedral 
 

Chrism Mass 
 
Praised be Jesus Christ!  Alabado sea Jesucristo! 
 
This a very special celebration for the entire Church as we come together here 

in our Cathedral, and virtually from around the Diocese and beyond, to bless the 
Holy Oils and consecrate the Sacred Chrism which will be used in our Sacramental 
celebrations in all our parishes throughout this year.  It is also a very special night 
for our Presbyterate who have come from all our parishes to be joined with me 
on this evening just two days away from Holy Thursday when Jesus gave us the 
Gifts of the Holy Eucharist and the Gift of Priesthood.  It is on this evening that our 
Presbyterate, as every Presbyterate will do in every Diocese throughout the 
Universal Church when they celebrate their “Chrism Mass”, join with their 
Bishops to renew their priestly promises, as we will do shortly, and in turn, for 
priests to be renewed in our love for Jesus the great High Priest, and in our zeal to 
Shepherd the People of God entrusted into our care.  

  
You might remember that when we gathered together last year for this 

occasion, I mentioned that there was a good chance it might be my final Chrism 
Mass as your Bishop. Well……Here we are again, and, No, I don’t have a “surprise 
message” to give you this evening.  In fact, I’m thrilled that I have this great 
privilege once more to preside at our Chrism Mass.  As far as this time next year is 
concerned???   Well, let’s keep…”Waiting in Joyful Hope”.  One of these days, 
sooner than later, our Holy Father will appoint my Successor, our Fifth Bishop.  
But for the record…I’m in no hurry.  Until that time, please join me in praying that 
the Holy Spirit will make a particularly good selection in this important matter for 
all of us. 

 
 

As we have just listened to these Readings from God’s Holy Word this evening, 
I am struck by how dynamic Isaiah’s Prophecy in our First Reading was 
announcing that the “Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because the Lord has anointed 
me”; that the Lord’s Anointed One, The Christ, will give us Joy, the “Oil of 
Gladness”, and he will replace our “listless spirits” with a new enthusiasm and 
zeal for God’s Word.  And what a bold vision of hope and joy for the future St. 



John shared in our Second Reading from the Book of Revelation: “Behold, he is 
coming amid the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him” .  
That Reading reassures us that we all have reason to hope, and to rejoice, in the 
powerful Vision which Jesus shares with all of us as well. 

 
But as dynamic as Isaiah’s Prophecy is, and as hope-filled as St. John’s Vision is, 

this evening’s Gospel Reading is truly amazing.  When Jesus finished reading from 
the Prophet Isaiah in His hometown Synagogue, the same Reading we just heard, 
and after He sat down and said: “Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your 
hearing”.  The people were spell-bound because Jesus was indicating that the 
hope and joy of the God’s Revealed Word up to that point was fulfilled, in Him!  
They were overwhelmed by His statement that God’s Promise is realized in Him; 
that He is the One Isaiah foretold---the “Anointed One”, The Christ.  

 
Jesus the Anointed One, El Cristo, is also here in our midst.  He is truly with us 

in His Word, and very soon He will be among us Sacramentally in the Holy 
Eucharist.  But He is also among us, the Church, gathered in Faith in the Priests, 
Deacons, Seminarians, Religious and Laity---all of us, God’s Faithful People.  Jesus 
has fulfilled every word of the Law and all the Prophets—making all things new by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
All of us gathered here for this annual Chrism Mass, baptized into Christ and 

therefore, called to be His “joyful disciples”----along with all other disciples 
throughout the world----are also called to be “witnesses” to the fulfillment of this 
ancient prophecy in the person of Jesus Christ, the Anointed One---the Christ!   As 
those who “give witness” to Jesus, we are privileged to be “the Face” of Jesus to 
our sisters and brothers everywhere. We are challenged to be “the Voice” of 
Jesus, sharing His message of Hope and His Joy in everything we say and do.  

 
My dear brother priests, that is especially true for all of you and for me, each 

of us ordained to be “alter Christus”, all of us anointed with the Sacred Chrism 
reflecting the “Anointed One”, The Christ.   And my dear Brother Deacons, along 
with our Priests and Bishop, all of us are ordained to serve our sisters and 
brothers in Christ in unique and special ways.  We have a particular responsibility 
to reveal Jesus in our lives:  on our faces, in our smiles, thru our actions, and with 
our hearts.  We are called to speak with His voice—sometimes gently, sometimes 



boldly, but always with the conviction, courage and confidence, made possible by 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit that we received when we were ordained. 

 
As Pope Francis likes to say, we who reveal the Face of Jesus must express His 

Joy and convey to those we serve the true meaning of what we celebrate in the 
Liturgy and in the Sacraments. To do this authentically, we ourselves must be 
joyful, peaceful, hopeful, loving in our priestly and diaconal lives, and not just 
pretend, put on a front, or play a role.  We need to preach with conviction 
because we believe what we preach; and we need to call others to a life of 
holiness, because we too are making the same efforts in our own lives; and we 
need to stand up for what is right, just and true, even as we live those virtues in 
our daily lives.  We need to be priests and deacons who are rooted in the Hope 
and Joy of Easter in the way we celebrate Mass, the Sacraments, lead our people 
in prayer, and in all aspects of our lives and ministry. 

 
How do we, who have been ordained to be “alter Christus” to our people, 

reflect the Joy and Hope of Easter to our people living in this world that is 
struggling and filled with so much sorrow, division, and anger? How do we let go 
of any baggage that stands in the way of us “being sent” to bring the Good News 
of Isaiah’s prophecy, the one which Jesus fulfilled, to those who so desperately 
need it in every one of the Churches throughout our Diocese?  It seems to me that 
it begins with having holy, happy, hope-filled and joyful priests and deacons, who 
are the Face and Voice of Jesus to our People. 

 
Pope Francis has devoted a significant amount of time and energy during his 

Pontificate urging us to be zealous missionary disciples who proclaim the Joy of 
the Gospel in everything we say and do. In a recent meeting with a group of 
Religious from Latin America (Aug. 13, 2021), the Holy Father exclaimed: “Joy! Joy 
in multiple ways! Peace, joy, and a sense of humor! Please ask for that grace. It is 
so sad to see consecrated men and women who have no sense of humor, who take 
everything seriously. Please. To be with Jesus is joyful!”   

 
I don’t think out Holy Father is telling us that we need to tell Jokes in our 

Homilies, or to mistakenly think our role is to entertain our people.  No, we must 
preach the Truth, and communicate our Faith, and encourage our People, 
beginning with ourselves as we live lives courageously witnessing to that Faith in 
our world.  But we need to do so with Joy.  How can we be Jesus’ Priests, and 



have the great privilege of “making Jesus Present Sacramentally” every time we 
celebrate Mass, and not be filled with Joy and Hope? 

 
Joy and Hope are not naïve, unrealistic, or blind to the reality of the evil that 

surrounds us every day as individuals, families, communities and nations. No; yet 
we need to be filled with the Joy and Hope of Jesus Himself, the Fruits of the Holy 
Spirit.  Joy, that overcomes the power of sadness and death; Hope, that is 
confident and certain in the face of all doubts.  

 
My brother priests, we will very soon renew our Priestly Promises, which 

commit us to be faithful to the Promises we made on the day of our Ordination----
for some of us just 1 ½ years ago, and for others of us more than 50 years ago, 
and for a few of us, even longer.  It’s very important that we do this every year. 

 
However, I believe in my heart that we need to do something much more than 

renew our Promises, as important as that is.  I believe we need to renew our 
hearts---I am convinced that each of us priests (and deacons as well) need to 
recapture the zeal that brought us to the day of our Ordinations X-number of 
years ago.  Our calling to be Priests is a dynamic, privileged, and challenging 
position to be “another Christ” for our People in our world. We can get so 
weighed down with the problems we run into that we lose sight of Who we are 
representing.  We can allow discouragement, or criticism, or failures tempt us to 
get to the point that we no longer even try; instead, just go thru motions.  We can 
not allow those very human and normal realities to keep us from being who we 
need to be: the Face of Easter Hope and Joy to a world that so desperately needs 
Jesus and His Good News. 

 
Therefore, I am calling us Priests, and the whole Church here in the Diocese of 

Kalamazoo, to a special Year of Priestly Spiritual Renewal and Prayer for Vocations 
to the Priesthood.   We desperately need more young men to hear God’s calling, 
which I’m firmly convinced God is making.  But we also need us Priests to be 
renewed in our determination and commitment to be Priests who are filled with 
Easter Hope and Joy.   
 

I am convinced that this special Year, focusing on Priestly Renewal and 
Vocations, directly flows from the Jubilee Year of the Holy Spirit in which we have 
all been praying for an increased openness to the Holy Spirit’s Gifts, and a desire 



to allow the Spirit to bear His Fruits in our lives.  While I do not yet have a specific 
Plan of Action for this Year focusing on Priestly Renewal and Vocations, I do 
envision it taking place during the same timeframe as our current “Jubilee Year of 
the Holy Spirit”, namely to begin this coming September and to culminate on the 
Solemnity of Pentecost next year.  I will be looking for people to help me plan the 
design for this special Year.  But today, dear Brother Priests, and dear Sisters and 
Brothers in Christ,  I pray that you will join with me in supporting this initiative, 
and be willing to participate in every way you can, praying for the priests that we 
have, and praying that God will bless us with many more Vocations to the 
Priesthood.   

 
How do any of us sustain the Hope and Joy of Jesus?  Through a strong Prayer 

life, as well as a deep, close, relationship with Jesus!  And for us Priests, that also 
includes the efforts to have a strong bond with our brothers, and with me/the 
Bishop.    We need to work together for the good of the Church; we all need to be 
the Face and Voice of Jesus to one another, and to the people we Shepherd.  

 
In a few minutes, we will ask the Holy Spirit to bless the Holy Oils with these 

beautiful words:  Pour out in abundance the gifts of the Holy Spirit on our 

brothers and sisters anointed with this oil; adorn with the splendor of holiness the 
places and things signed by sacred oils; but above all, by the mystery of this oil, 
bring to completion the growth of your Church, until she reaches that measure of 
fullness in which you, resplendent with eternal light, will be all in all with Christ in 
the Holy Spirit. 

 
As we keep praying for the “completion of the growth of God’s Holy Church”, 

we find our direction and strength in God’s Holy Word, which is bold, dynamic, 
and effective.  Jesus, the Word made Flesh, has fulfilled all the Prophecies in 
Himself, and He has shared His authority with His Priests, to continue to bring Life 
and Hope to God’s Holy People.  Let none of us stand in the way of the 
effectiveness or power of God’s Word.   

 
May all of us----all the Faithful throughout the Diocese, and in particular our 

lay faithful gathered here this evening and those joining us virtually, joined with 
all Religious, Deacons, Seminarians and Priests, all of us united with me as Bishop-
--allow our Loving God to remove our listless spirits, and fill our hearts with the Oil 
of Gladness. May the Holy Spirit in-spire us with His gifts so that everyone will see 



in our faces and in the Fruits of our Lives, the Hope and Joy of the Risen Christ, 
who is “El Alfa y la Omega, ‘the One who is and who was and who is to come, the 
Almighty…..el todo poderoso. Amen! Amen!”  
 
 


