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Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 

Today we have begun a very special week----a Holy Week!   We began our 
Mass this morning by receiving Palm Branches, recounting Jesus’ triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem, amidst the crowds of supporters, waving their palm branches and 
shouting: “Hosanna to the Son of David; Blessed is He Who comes in the Name of 
the Lord”.  But as the tides turned over the next few days, many of those same 
people, changed their tunes from admiring praises to condemning sneers, 
shouting: “Away with Him; Crucify Him”.  It’s important for us to make the 
connection between those fickle people and ourselves, because we share that 
same quirk of human nature----the fickleness of our attitudes towards those in 
our lives whom we can praise OR criticize, depending on how WE might benefit or 
lose. 

In this morning’s first Reading, Isaiah expressed his desire to be truly God’s 
Prophet by “knowing how to speak to the weary a word that will rouse them”.  As 
we begin this Holy Week, during which we will celebrate everything that is 
critically important to us as People of Faith, may our spirits be truly “roused” into 
a renewed awareness of God’s unconditional, everlasting, and sacrificial Love for 
us and all the world. 

St. Luke is the Evangelist we hear from this year in the beautiful account of 
Jesus’ Passion, and he records for us six major scenes in this long account:  1) the 
Last Supper, when Jesus gave us the Gift of the Eucharist as a lasting memorial of 
what He accomplished for us thru His Crucifixion and Death; 2) His Agony in the 
Garden, which became the scene when one of Jesus’ closest followers, Judas, 
Betrayed Jesus for money, leading to His Arrest; 3) Jesus’ so-called “Trial”, 
including when Peter panicked, and Denied even knowing Jesus; 4) Pilate’s 
Condemnation of Jesus to Death with the crowds of people calling for His 
Crucifixion, the capital punishment in Roman Law reserved for the worst types of 
Criminals; 5) the gruesome and tortuous Way of the Cross; and 6) Jesus’ actual 
Crucifixion, Death and Burial.  We can’t help but see ourselves in all the 
“characters” we encounter in this Passion Story: both those who played a part in 
betraying, denying, condemning, and torturing Jesus along the way; as well as 
those who reached out in compassion to help carry His cross, offer him a veil to 
wipe His face, and the women who wept for Him and for themselves.  



But I think it’s also important for us to imagine what Jesus saw, felt, thought 
about, prayed for along the Way.  St. Luke doesn’t tell us any of that.  In fact, 
while tradition tells us about “Jesus’ Seven Last Words”, in St. Luke’s Account, 
Jesus speaks only 3 times.  But what powerful words they were. 

As the nails were beginning to be pounded into His Sacred Hands and Feet, 
Jesus said: “Father, forgive them, they know not what they do!” Even though 
those who plotted for weeks to find the way to “get rid of this troublemaker”, and 
in a premeditated and purposeful manner, arranged to convince the crowds that 
He was a heretic, a blasphemer, and a criminal that deserved death, Jesus 
advocated with His Father, pleading “ignorance” on their behalf---they didn’t 
know what they were doing?   

My brothers and sisters, this Forgiveness that Jesus extended to those who 
tortured Him mercilessly and killed Him in His human body, has won that same 
Forgiveness for each of us.  That’s why we need to frequently gaze upon the 
Crucifix every day, and especially every time we know we have messed up, have 
hurt another’s feelings, perhaps even purposely been mean, spiteful, revengeful, 
or violent toward another, come to Jesus’ to see His gaze of Forgiving Love, and 
tell Jesus: “you’re right---I don’t know what I’m doing; please help me to see as 
you see.  In that moment, begging Forgiveness for those who were killing Him, 
Jesus showed the extreme example of His Greatest Commandment: to Love God 
and to Love our Neighbors, including our Enemies. And Jesus continues to do that 
on our behalf, interceding with His Father.  Gazing upon our violent, war-torn, and 
divided world, Jesus continues to plead: “Father, forgive them for they know not 
what they do.”  Look upon the Crucifix, and then seek Jesus’ Mercy and 
Forgiveness in the Sacrament of Penance, the gift that renews us and sets us free. 

Jesus’ Second Word was to the Good Thief.  St. Luke’s Gospel is the only one 
that records this powerful exchange between Jesus and the two criminals, 
crucified on either side of Him.  And as the Good Thief pleads to Jesus to 
“Remember me when you come into your Kingdom”, Jesus responds with the 
Promise of Eternal Life---that very day----the first canonization, made by Jesus 
Himself.  No one who turns to Jesus, even at the last moment before breathing 
our last breath, is beyond redemption.  Never, ever give up.  It’s never too late to 
ask Jesus: “Remember me!” 

And the 3rd, and final, Word was a Prayer of the giving of Himself back to His 
Father: “Father, into Your hands I commend my spirit”.  Jesus’ entire life was 



about aligning His Will with the Will of His Father.  And ultimately, that is what 
each of us is called to do as well.  By following Jesus’ example, even in moments 
of agony and confusion as Jesus Himself went through in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, praying “Father, take this Cup away from me; yet, not my will but 
your Will be done”.  The reason we try to conform our wills to God’s is because we 
trust---we believe---we come to realize that God always knows best; God always 
has our best interests in mind; God always is our Loving Father Who cares for, and 
loves us, more than we can possibly ever realize.  

Today, I offer 4 suggestions:   

1) Take your Palm branch home with you and place it someplace prominently 
in your home to remind you throughout the year of this Love Story, as well as the 
fickleness of human nature, and the evil that Sin, and our sins in particular, does.   

2) Spend some quality time before a Crucifix, or an image of Jesus Crucified, 
and let your hearts be moved with what Sacrificial Love looks like.   

3) Make a particular resolution, or two, to focus on one of your habits/actions 
that you know causes another person pain or suffering, and resolve that you will, 
with God’s grace, never do that act/habit again.   

4) Finally, inspired by St. Paul’s beautiful Letter to the Philippians we heard this 
morning, let us resolve to love our Lord Jesus with all our hearts, souls, minds and 
strength; and to love our neighbors, even our enemies, as Jesus does.  So that, “At 
the name of Jesus…..may every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the 
glory of God the Father.”     

In other words, let us resolve to make this week special---an opportunity for 
God’s grace----a truly Holy Week! 


