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March 6, 2022  2:00 p.m.  St. Augustine Cathedral 

RITE OF ELECTION---FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

Introduction: (right after Opening Hymn---before Sign of the Cross) 

Good afternoon---- Please be seated. 

• On this beautiful Sunday of afternoon---first Sunday of March, and 
at the very beginning of the Season of Lent---I’m so glad to 
Welcome you to St. Augustine Cathedral, and I trust that you all 
had safe and pleasant trips here from your parish homes around 
the Diocese. 
 

• Before we actually even begin this beautiful and important time 
together in what is known as the “Rite of Election”, I’d like to take 
a few moments to try to put what we’re doing here today in 
perspective. 
 

• First of all, I want to explain that this celebration is NOT the Mass.  
We are celebrating the first major part of the two parts of every 
Mass, known as the “Liturgy of the Word”.   We will listen to 
God’s Holy Word---the very same Readings as the Readings for the 
Mass of the First Sunday of Lent; but we will not include the 2nd 
major part of every Mass, known as the Liturgy of the Eucharist, 
because the Catechumens and Candidates are not yet able to 
receive Holy Communion. 
 

• The other important point to make about our gathering here 
today is that we, here in the Diocese of Kalamazoo, are not the 
only ones who are celebrating this “Rite of Election”.  In fact, this 
very same Rite is taking place in every Cathedral in every Diocese 
around the world; and in each Diocese, the Bishop of that Diocese 
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is welcoming their people who are seeking to enter into the life of 
Faith in the Catholic Church in this Rite of Election. 
 

• This Cathedral is the Principal Church here in our Diocese of 
Kalamazoo.  You may know that there are 59 parishes throughout 
the 9 counties of our Diocese, but this Cathedral, which is also a 
parish community, under the patronage of St. Augustine, is the 
first of all the Parishes, and is sometimes affectionately known as 
“the Mother Church” of the Diocese.  
 

• I assume that for most of you, this may be your first visit here to 
the Cathedral.  May I see (by a show of hands) how many of you 
are here for the first time????  I want you to know that even as 
you have developed an association, or are actually members of, 
your home parish, wherever that happens to be, THIS Cathedral is 
also YOUR Church---your Spiritual Home---and you are always 
welcome here at the Cathedral anytime. 
 

• There are 51 of you who have come from 21 of our parishes from 
among the 59 total parishes (which make up 27 Collaboratives) in 
the Diocese.  21 of you are “Catechumens”; 30 of you are 
“Candidates”.  And all together you form what I will refer to as the 
“Class of 2022”. 
 

• Since this is the First Sunday of Lent, we are only 6 weeks away 
from the Easter Vigil when the Catechumens will be 
Baptized/Confirmed and Receive your First Holy Communion; or 
when the Candidates will make your Profession of Faith/be 
Confirmed and receive your First Holy Communion----and when all 
51 of you will become full members of the Catholic Church. 
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• I am so grateful that you have responded to God’s call to this 
spiritually life-changing moment for you, and that you have come 
here to our Mother Church---to our Cathedral---so that I, as your 
Bishop, am able to hear, and confirm, your “call to conversion”. 
 

• At the very end of our celebration here today, right after our 
General Intercessions, but before our Prayer of Dismissal, I would 
like to take a few moments to see if any of you have any particular 
questions you might want to ask me about…..well, about anything 
that might be on your mind about the Catholic Church.  So, you 
might want to be thinking about that, and if you do have any 
questions, I’d be happy to do my best to respond to them.   
 

• I am also very happy to welcome your Godparents/Sponsors, your 
Family members, your Catechists, and all those who are 
accompanying you on this journey of faith---those here with you 
in person, along with those who may be joining with us virtually.  
We are all very excited and happy to welcome you into the 
Church as our sisters and brothers in the Catholic Faith. 
 

• And so, please stand……and let us enter into this Rite of Election 
in the way that we begin all our times of prayer by making the 
Sign of the Cross, the sign of our Faith, upon ourselves:  “In the 
Name of the Father….. 
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Homily: 

My dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 

The Rite of Election is one of the most joyful Liturgies of the Year, providing us 
with the privilege of welcoming those who have been touched by the Holy Spirit 
to enter into the life of Faith as members of the Catholic Church.  Celebrating this 
Rite of Election is one of the highpoints of the Church Year for me, and I look 
forward to this occasion to welcome you, the “Class of 2022”, into one of two 
categories: the Elect---those of you who will be baptized and confirmed for the 
first time; and the Enlightened---those of you who have already been baptized in 
another Christian denomination and now will Profess your Faith in the Catholic 
Church and receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.  And all of you--- the entire 
Class----will receive the Holy Eucharist for the first time at the Easter Vigil just 6 
weeks from now. 

You’re joining with all of us who are already Catholic on this Sunday which 
begins the Season of Lent---this 40-day Season of Grace when the Church calls us 
to “remember who we are” in terms of our relationship with God, to “be 
reconciled with God and with one another”, and to “return to the Lord with all 
our hearts”.  Some of you may have been able to join with the huge numbers of 
people all over the world this past Wednesday who filled chapels, churches and 
cathedrals everywhere to begin this Penitential Season of Lent by observing Ash 
Wednesday.  You may, at least, have seen co-workers or neighbors with black 
crosses on their foreheads.  That’s the Church’s very graphic and public reminder 
to all of us that we are mortal human beings, not for the purpose of scaring us, 
but to remind us that the number of years we each have to live in this world are 
limited.  One day, each of us will die.  But for those who have been baptized and 
confirmed into Christ, and who are doing their very best to follow Jesus in their 
lives, and who realize that we all must all make an accounting to God, receiving 
the blessed ashes, and this 40-day Season of Lent, is a moment to re-commit 
ourselves to our Faith in God---a time to renew our Baptismal Promises---a time 
to re-focus on what it is that is most important in our lives, and what we are doing 
to make sure that we are observing the greatest of all Jesus’ Commandments: to 
love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength; and to love our neighbor as 
we love ourselves. 
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I’m sure that we’d all agree that we’re living in some very challenging times.  
We’re at the tail-end (I hope) of a two-year worldwide pandemic that has taken 
the lives of an enormous number of people, have impacted the lives of all of us, 
and radically changed us perhaps in ways we don’t yet understand.  On top of 
that, we’ve been experiencing dramatic social upheaval here in our country, 
which has sharply divided us in ways we haven’t seen in a very long time.  And 
now there’s the violent war in Ukraine.  We’re all painfully aware of those brave 
and admirable people who are standing up for their rights and fighting for their 
very lives and the future of their country against a powerful and violent regime.  
We’re all grieved, and we pray for Peace.  As Pope Francis has said: “I appeal to 
those with political responsibility to examine their consciences seriously before 
God, Who is the God of peace and not of war; Who is the Father of all, not just of 
some; Who wants us to be brothers and not enemies.” 

And so, in this time of great social unrest, and when so much of the world 
seems to be moving away from God and no longer living according to God’s ways, 
you have been doing just the opposite.  You have been searching for God. You 
have been looking deeper into what it means to be a person of Faith, and to live 
your lives as followers of Jesus, the Prince of Peace---the One Who promises that 
He “is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” 

It’s no secret that living a life of faith---following Jesus and living according to 
the principles that Jesus lays out in the Beatitudes, being committed to loving God 
and neighbor----that has never been easy. We’re constantly tempted to turn away 
from God; we’re constantly having to make choices between what we know is 
right, and what we might feel pressured into doing because of what “others” are 
doing, so we don’t want to feel “odd” or “weird” or “left out”.  

That’s why today’s Gospel passage we just heard a few moments ago is so 
critically important for all of us.  Jesus Himself—-the very Son of God---was 
tempted, and not just with minor temptations; He was tempted in ways that went 
right to the heart of Who Jesus IS, and what He came into the world to do---the 
Devil tempted Jesus about His Identity and His Mission.  Satan, or the Devil, or the 
Great Deceiver---whatever name that’s used----is our mortal enemy.  He is 
completely and totally dedicated to doing anything he can to trip us up, to cause 
us to turn away from God, to be divided, or to treat one another with disrespect 
and violence.   
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The Devil is our enemy.  But let’s be very clear:  Jesus has defeated Him 
through His passion, death and Resurrection.  That’s the Good News---the GREAT 
News----of our Faith.  So, all we need to do is to faithfully follow Jesus, and stand 
up with strength against the Devil.  That is how we defeat the Devil: to say “Yes” 
to Jesus and the Gospel; to say “No” to the Devil and all his creative, imaginative, 
and “aluring” temptations.  And the best way for us to follow Jesus is by joining 
together with one another in the Community of Faith that makes up the Church.    

Let me ask you a question.  Don’t worry, it’s a rhetorical question---I’m not 
going to put anyone on the spot.  But here’s the question:  Why are you here?  
Now, the ultimate reason any one of us is “here”, that is, “alive”, is because God 
has willed you into existence----God intends for you to be here----God wants you 
to be alive, here and now, in this time and place, in these very circumstances that 
each of us is facing.  And God loves you, as you are, right here and now.  So, that’s 
the first and most basic answer to that question. 

But more particularly, why are you---the “Class of 2022”---why are you here?   
Again, that’s rhetorical.  I have no doubt that there are 51 unique, and I’m sure 
very interesting, stories that each of you could tell that would answer that 
question about the specifics of what has brought you to this point.  But really, 
more specifically, my question is: “Why do you want to be a part of the Church?”  
“Why do you want to enter into the Life of Faith in the Catholic Church?” 

On Friday, I was in Gaylord (northern lower Michigan) for the celebration for 
the newly ordained and installed Bishop of that Diocese.  During his remarks, the 
new Bishop said: “The Church has what the world needs!”  Now, clearly, that’s not 
what the world thinks.  Our society, and the world at large, seems to be moving 
further and further away from God and God’s ways.  The world seems to think 
that the way to happiness and fulfillment is completely found in power, wealth, 
influence, pleasure, success and fame.  Of course, all we need to do is look closely 
at the condition of the world, and it’s very clear that the world’s way is not 
working. 

So, I share that same message to you here today: “the Church has what the 
world needs”.  Jesus, the Son of God and Savior of the world, founded His Church 
on the Rock, which is Peter and the Apostles.  When Jesus was ascending back to 
Heaven 40 days after Easter, Jesus directed Peter, and the other Apostles, to 
launch the Church’s Mission: to go out into the whole world and to the ends of the 
earth to proclaim the Gospel of Salvation.  And furthermore, Jesus promised that 
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His Holy Spirit would come upon the Church, (which He did on Pentecost) and 
that the Holy Spirit would guide the Church until the end of the ages. 

So, what does the Church have?  The Church has the Word of God; it has the 
Good News of Jesus; it has the Teachings of the Church that have been inspired by 
the Holy Spirit over these 2,000 years; and the Church has the Seven Sacraments, 
which provide for us the Grace of God, the Strength that we need to live our lives 
in this world with a confident sense of direction.  And Jesus provides us with those 
Sacramental Gifts, and most especially the Holy Mass and the Gift of the 
Eucharist, so that we know who we are, why we are here, and where we are 
going. 

“The Church has what the world needs”.  I trust that you have also come to 
realize that the Church has what YOU need---what you want----what it is that will 
deepen your relationship with God and neighbor, and that which will lead you to 
Eternal Life with God in Heaven.  I hope that is the real reason why you are 
entering into the Catholic Church---because you are convinced that “the Church 
has what YOU need”. 

I am so very happy for each of you.  All of us here with you, in person and 
virtually, applaud your decision; and along with your Godparents/Sponsors, your 
Catechists, your fellow parishioners, ---the whole Church in the Diocese of 
Kalamazoo also supports you with our prayers. 

Your choice to enter into the Church is a very important factor that brings you 
to this point in your life.  But, there are two other extremely important factors 
that also come into play here today.  The first---and most important factor---is 
that God has chosen you.  He first chose to “call” you into life---into a relationship 
of unconditional Love with Him.  And throughout your life, it is God’s Holy Spirit 
Who has been nudging you, touching your heart, and encouraging you to keep 
moving forward in your journey of Faith, and that is what has brought you to this 
day.  It is God Who “elects” you---chooses you---and wants you for His own.  The 
second additional and very important factor is that while you are choosing to 
come into the Church, the Church also has something to say about accepting your 
choice.  And that’s why we’re having this Rite of Election.  The Church has a 
responsibility to make sure that you are prepared to make this decision, and that 
you are doing so for all the appropriate reasons.  And that’s why you---
Catechumens and Candidates---come to the Cathedral so that I, as the Bishop, can 
officially acknowledge and affirm your request.  That’s also why, during the Rite, I 
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will not only ask you---each Catechumen and Candidate---if you are ready, but I 
will ask your Godparents and Sponsors; as well as the entire assembly gathered 
today, for your affirmation as well.  And once everyone has spoken, I have the 
great joy of declaring you among the “Elect” and “Enlightened”, affirming that 
you are ready to move forward to the Easter Vigil when you will either be 
Baptized/Confirmed, or make a Profession of Faith and be Confirmed---and all of 
you will be able to join with us at the Table of the Lord, to receive the Holy 
Eucharist for the first time.   

I urge you to keep the Flame of Faith that will be ignited at the Easter Vigil 
burning brightly throughout your lives.  Come to Mass regularly; receive the Holy 
Eucharist at least every week if possible; receive the Sacrament of Penance and 
go to Confession frequently to keep you close to Jesus.  Please be active, 
practicing, members of the Church, both in your local parishes, as well as in the 
ways you fulfill your daily responsibilities, social activities, and community 
involvements. 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ---beloved “Class of 2022”---thank you 
for the “choice” you are making by being present here today, and thanks be to 
God for guiding you to this important spiritual moment.  We are talking about our 
Eternal Salvation, and there’s NOTHING more important than that.  As we heard 
St. Paul tell us in today’s Second Reading in his Letter to the Romans: “If you 
confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”  When you enter into the life of the 
Church, “confessing and believing” united with the Body of Christ, when you 
witness to your Faith with conviction, the “world” will take notice! 

May the Holy Spirit continue to guide you along your life path; support you in 
times of challenge, difficulty or sorrow; en-courage you to stand up boldly for 
your Faith and to witness joyfully to all the world that you place your Faith in 
Jesus; and to in-spire you, in good times and in bad, to remain faithful to God, 
Who is unconditional in His Love and Mercy for you. 

All the reasons and factors that bring you to this extremely significant moment 
of entering into the life of Faith in the Church---God’s choice, the Church’s choice, 
and your choice----come together in agreeing, not only that the “Church has what 
the world needs”, but also now the Church has what the Church needs---YOU!  

 “For everyone who calls on the Name of the Lord will be saved.” 


