
February 6, 2022   Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

On this first Sunday in February, the shortest month of the year, we’ve also 
been experiencing more frigid temperatures and greater amounts of snowfall in 
this past week than anytime so far this Winter.  But what I find comforting is that 
we can now begin to see the proverbial “Light” at the end of this dark winter’s 
“tunnel”; even though the famous “Punxsutawney Phil” predicted six more weeks 
of winter, Spring will come in just 42 days.  Even though snowey and frigid 
weather was not one of the problems Jesus encountered, He certainly had an 
”uphill” struggle ahead of Him.  Today’s Gospel is a really beautiful account of the 
earliest days of Jesus’ ministry, before He had any followers at all.  Having 
completed His 40 day-retreat in the desert, Jesus had been traveling around by 
Himself, teaching God’s Word, and was just beginning to attract attention.  He 
had what we might call “admirers”, people who were attracted to what He was 
saying/teaching, but that was the extent of it.  No one had yet become a 
“disciple”, because as we know, a Disciple is a person who chooses to follow 
Jesus---who chooses to allow Jesus’ Word to influence his/her life and choose to 
pattern his/her life on what Jesus was teaching. 

 Everything we do begins with small steps before we can experience major 
accomplishments.  That certainly is the case with our own mobility: we begin as 
babies with crawling, then “baby steps”, and finally we can not only walk, but run 
races or even become great athletes.  That’s also true about our experiences with 
swimming in the water.  Before we are able to swim we have to become 
accustomed to the water in the “Baby Pool”; then, after we learn the basics of 
swimming and floating and other water safety measures, we can move out of the 
Baby Pool, take off our “Swimmies”, and move into the deep end of the pool 
where we can swim, dive and even participate in races because we have more 
courage and experience. 

So, let’s think again about today’s Gospel passage.  Jesus was teaching the 
crowds, and Simon (Peter), who had not yet met Jesus, was minding his own 
business; literally, he was taking care of drying his nets after a long night of 
unsuccessful fishing, and he was longing to just go home and get some rest.  As 
Jesus continued to teach, the crowd began to grow.  And so Jesus just got into 
Simon/Peter’s boat, and asked him to take Him a short distance off the shore so 
He could have a better vantage point to teach and the growing crowd could see 
Him better.  Peter reluctantly agreed to do so.   



But then, when Jesus finished teaching, instead of going back in, Jesus 
asked Peter: “Put out into the deep water and lower your nets for a catch.”   
Imagine that: a young carpenter telling a seasoned fisherman how to fish!?  
Simon/Peter tried to reason with Him…..”we have worked hard all night (when 
the fish are actually ‘biting’) and have caught nothing”----but (even though this is 
silly since it’s in the heat of the day) at Your command I will lower the nets.”  Of 
course, we know what happened!  They caught such a huge number of fish that 
Peter had to call his partners, James and John, and they filled up both boats with 
fish to the point that the boats were nearly sinking.  And that’s when Simon/Peter 
realized that Jesus was indeed someone very special---very holy, and so he said:   
“Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!”    That of course, reminds us of 
what we heard in today’s first Reading, when Isaiah, after seeing the Seraphim in 
a Heavenly Vision and hearing God’s praises being sung, lamented: “Woe is me, I 
am doomed!  I am a man of unclean lips living among a people of unclean lips, yet 
my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.” 

For some reason, when we realize we are in the Presence of God, we come to 
realize how unworthy we are.  And yet, God doesn’t want us to not move away 
from Him; He wants us to draw closer to Him, because God loves us 
unconditionally.  And that is why Jesus said to Peter:   “Do not be afraid! From 
now on, (you won’t be a fisherman), you will be a fisher of men/people.” 

And the Gospel passage concludes by St. Luke telling us that when they 
returned to the shore, Simon/Peter, Andrew, James and John “left everything and 
followed Him”. 

Jesus now had more than “admirers”; He had His first “followers”---His first 
“disciples”. 

On this cold February Sunday, it would be good for us to ask ourselves a couple 
questions in light of this Gospel passage:  how does this Gospel apply to where I 
am right now in my life?  When I look at my Spiritual Life, am I still in the “Baby 
Pool” of my Faith life?  Am I ready to respond to Jesus’ invitation to “put out into 
deeper waters”?  Our Spiritual lives can grow and mature just like we do in our 
physical lives with moving from crawling to walking to running; or from playing 
the Baby Pool to swimming in the deep end of the Pool.  Yes, there are more 
dangers in the “deep end of the pool”, as there are in the world in which we all 
live.  But we hear Jesus say to us what He said to Peter: “Do not be afraid!” 



Just as Isaiah in today’s First Reading realized that he was living in a sinful 
world, we realize that has been the case for any generation in human history; we 
too live in a world that is full of sin and where there is a tendency to ignore the 
ways of God.  And so, just like Isaiah, we too have to make choices about whether 
we will live according to God’s ways or follow the ways of the rest of the world.  
Isaiah decided to follow God; even more he wanted to be God’s instrument, and 
so when God asked: “Who will go for us; Who can I send?”, Isaiah quickly 
volunteered:  “Here I am----send me!”  

In a similar way in today’s Second Reading, we heard St. Paul talk about his 
own conversion, instantly turning from being a violent persecutor of those who 
were following the “New Way” of Jesus, to one of the greatest Preachers and 
promoters of the Faith in the history of Christianity.  He spent his entire life 
sharing that experience and encouraging others to do the same.  He “handed on” 
what he had received in all the articles of our Creed that we will profess together 
in just a few moments.  He reminded us of the key points of the Gospel, what we 
sometimes refer to as the “Kerygma”, namely: that Jesus died for our sins, Jesus 
rose from the dead, Jesus lives, and Jesus calls us to follow Him.  And that is why 
St. Paul was able to say in all humility: “By the grace of God, I am what I am.” 

Just like God had a plan for Isaiah, and St. Paul, and Peter, Andrew, James and 
John, God has a plan for each and every one of us.  Our basic Vocation in life is to 
follow Jesus and to live lives of holiness.  That is what being Baptized into Christ 
and Confirmed in the Holy Spirit is all about.  That’s when we are asked to move 
from being just an “admirer” or “observer” to being a Follower, a Disciple, one 
who gives Witness to others of who you are, what you believe, and what you 
stand for.   That’s not an easy thing to do in the “deep end of the pool”, in the 
midst of all the dangers and challenges that we all certainly face.  That’s why we 
need the Power of the Holy Spirit, and all the Gifts that He wants to keep giving 
us, and which will help us to keep from “drowning in the deep end of the pool”.  
That powerful Holy Spirit helps us throughout every stage of our lives to remain 
faithful Disciples of Jesus. 

Our Vocation in this part of our lives in this world is to be a Disciple; our goal is 
to become a Saint when we pass from this world into the Life of the world to 
come. That’s why we need to keep remembering what Jesus continually says to 
us: “Do not be afraid!”  We should focus most of all on living joyful, faithful and 
holy lives in this world, so that we can live forever with God in Heaven.  Amen! 


