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February 13, 2022 11:30 a.m.  St. Augustine Cathedral 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

I think it’s safe to say that as we come together for Mass today, there may very 
well be some other things that are vying for our attention and perhaps causing us 
to have to work a little harder at not being distracted.  Today of course is Super 
Bowl Sunday, and whether we’re football fans or not, probably most of us have 
plans later today to gather with family and friends to watch football, or just the 
commercials, or neither---just looking forward to having some mid-winter 
gatherings with friends and enjoy a lot of good comfort foods.  And tomorrow is 
Valentine’s Day, so there may also be some last- minute shopping that needs to 
be done, and plans to be finalized for how to celebrate those special Valentines.  
And then there’s the weather, as the temperatures remain so frigid and the snow 
keeps piling up! 

But of course none of that is more important than what we are celebrating 
here.  As we’re gathered here for this 6th Sunday of the Year, it’s particularly 
important to pay close attention to the Readings we’ve just heard, which made it 
very clear to us what is of eternal significance, and what we need to remember is 
of absolute most importance in our lives.  Or another way to say it is to ask 
ourselves the ultimate question that we all know that each of us has to answer for 
ourselves as we live our lives in this world: In whom or in what do we place our 
ultimate Trust? 

The Prophet Jeremiah put it very bluntly in today’s first Reading; when he 
looks at the world in which he was living, he saw people falling into one of two 
categories:  those who trust only in other “human beings”;  and, those who 
ultimately trust “in the Lord”.  The first group, he said, is “cursed”; the second 
group is “blessed”.  When we live our lives with an openness to God and God’s 
ways----when we live our lives believing God’s Word and trusting in God’s abiding 
Presence with us---we will be “blessed”.  That’s not to say, of course, that we 
might not still experience problems in our lives, such as poverty, hunger, sadness, 
or occasionally feeling like we’re not liked or accepted by others.  But, it IS to say 
that when we place our ultimate trust in God, and make every effort throughout 
our lives to move closer toward Him---which is to say as we keep growing in 
holiness--- we are “Blessed”!  On the other hand, as we live our lives in this world, 
if we find that we are excluding God and God’s ways, consciously or even 
unconsciously---if we place all our trust in ourselves, or in the “things” of this 
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world (money, possessions, fame, etc.), and, in the words of Jeremiah, “allow our 
hearts to turn away from the Lord”, we will be “cursed”; and just like that barren 
bush that Jeremiah pointed to that sticks its roots “in a lava waste”---we too will 
shrivel up and die---at least, spiritually.  

In today’s Gospel passage, we saw Jesus giving His first “major teaching”.  At 
this point Jesus was still beginning His public ministry.  If you remember last 
Sunday, Jesus was still preaching along the Sea of Galilee all by Himself.  Then 
after impressing Simon Peter and his partners with the miraculous catch of fish, 
that was when Simon (who would become Peter) and his brother Andrew, and 
James and John, left everything behind to follow Jesus.  That’s making an ultimate 
“choice”.  At that point, Jesus had His first “disciples”. 

Today’s Gospel passage follows shortly after that.  Between last week and 
today, Jesus had spent a whole night in prayer, and chose from the growing 
number of Disciples that had begun to follow Him, the “Twelve” who became His 
Apostles.  And so that what we heard at the beginning of today’s Gospel passage: 
when Jesus came down from that mountain with the Twelve, He gave His first 
teaching, which was clearly what was the most important and basic message 
Jesus wanted to communicate.  St. Luke told us that there was a “great crowd of 
His disciples AND a large number of (other) people who had come from Judea, 
Jerusalem, and the regions of Tyre and Sidon”---in other words, already Jesus’ 
fame had spread far and wide.  Then, St. Luke said: “And raising His eyes toward 
His disciples, Jesus said….”  In other words, Jesus aimed this teaching about the 
Beatitudes not to the huge crowd, but rather to those who had already made a 
particular choice to follow Jesus, and could be identified as His disciples.  

We so often think that if we place our hope/trust in this person or that thing, 
then we will avoid the problems and difficulties of life.  Most of us will do all that 
we can to avoid suffering; to keep from being poor, or hungry, or weeping; and 
nowadays, we do anything to keep from being “canceled”, or hated on social 
media, or excluded by those in power or influence.  But the irony is that the more 
material possessions, or fame or fortune that we have, the “poorer” we may find 
ourselves when it comes to what is of lasting value and happiness; on the other 
hand, the more we rely on the Lord, even if that means that we lose friends, or 
get left off the invitation list by the “movers and shakers”, the “richer” we are in 
terms of what is of ultimate importance. 
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Just like Jeremiah made his teaching into a blunt “either-or” of being “cursed” 
or “blessed”, in St. Luke’s version of the “Beatitudes”, Jesus tells us that we will 
either “be Blessed” or experience “Woes”, depending on the choices we make as 
to in Whom or in what we place our ultimate Trust.  That’s why Jesus taught us 
the Beatitudes at the very beginning of His public ministry.  When we make the 
initial choice to live our lives according to God’s ways, and do so by following 
Jesus---by choosing to be a Disciple of Jesus---, that’s what gives us the 
“roadmap”, or today we might say, our GPS, to use as the principles and values 
that guide us and by which we live our lives. 

Jesus teaches: “Blessed are you who are poor….who are hungry….who are 
weeping….even you who are hated, insulted, excluded and denounced”-----NOT 
because being “poor”, “hungry”, “sad” or what we call today “canceled” is the 
goal; no, following Jesus is the goal.  But if as we are following Jesus, we 
experience poverty, hunger, sadness, or exclusion on account of our willingness to 
stand up for Jesus and because we are choosing to follow Jesus’ Gospel and the 
Teachings of the Church rather than pursuing the “ways of the world”----THEN, 
Jesus says: “Rejoice and leap for joy on that day” because our “reward will be 
great in Heaven”.  

When was the last time you “rejoiced” in the Lord, or “leaped for Joy” because 
of your Love for Jesus?  I can tell you when I did----yesterday afternoon.    The 
Diocese sponsored a Diocesan Youth Rally for Middle School Age young people as 
a Retreat and as part of their preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation.  We 
invited a young, internationally known Youth Leader from Los Angeles, Joe 
Melendrez, to be the Keynote Presenter.  About 75 middle-school young people 
and chaperones from all around the Diocese came together to spend 4 hours on a 
Saturday afternoon to reflect on their Faith and their relationship with Jesus.  I’m 
pretty sure they got more than they expected---I know I did.  When you think 
about going to a Retreat, you might expect a lot of prayer, talks, quiet, sober---- 
“religious”.  Joe Melendrez’ approach was just the opposite.  He had such a way 
of relating to young people with music (loud music and even Rap), dance, and 
talking to them in ways that they could understand and relate.   They were 
clapping, dancing, and singing Jesus’ praises as Joe talked to them about the basic 
realities of our Faith:  that God Loves us unconditionally; the lengths that God the 
Father went to prove His love for us, by sending His Son Jesus to be with us----to 
teach us----to die for US----to destroy Death by His Resurrection (which is what St. 
Paul reminded us of in today’s 2nd Reading); and that, in addition to His 
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unconditional Love and Mercy, Jesus has given us the two greatest Gifts possible: 
the Gift of Himself in the Eucharist, and the Gift of His Holy Spirit to dwell within 
our very souls, making us Temples of the Holy Spirit. 

And then, after two hours of all that loud noise (from my perspective) and 
energetic activity, Joe prepared them for a Eucharistic Celebration in the Presence 
of the Blessed Sacrament, which I was privileged to celebrate with them.  When I 
processed into that Gym with the Monstrance, holding our Lord Present in the 
Blessed Sacrament, those kids KNEW that Jesus was with them; they were silent, 
prayerful, and worshipful in the Presence of their Lord for the next 30 minutes.  It 
was an amazing, Grace-filled afternoon. And we all “rejoiced and leaped for Joy”. 

My dear Family of Faith, we are living in challenging times in general as human 
beings, struggling with the lingering impact of COVID, dealing with social unrest 
and political divisiveness, and the sometimes awful influences of social media.  
Today’s Super Bowl Game and tomorrow’s celebration of Valentine’s Day gives us 
some welcome relief, but that’s transitory.  The only thing that makes a lasting 
difference is for each of us to be very clear about our relationship with God, and 
confident in our decisions about the ultimate questions of life.   

Let us choose to place our Trust in the Lord; let us consciously stand up for 
Jesus and live our lives according to the principles of the Beatitudes.  That’s what 
will bring us Joy in this world, and that’s what will lead us to Eternal Happiness in 
the life of the world to come---where Jesus’ Promise will be eternally realized, and 
when we will “Rejoice and leap for Joy, for our reward will be great in Heaven.” 

God bless you! 


