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TO:  Pastors & Parish Catechetical Leaders  

FROM:  Denise Contino, Director of Catechesis 

SUBJECT: Guide to Planning Religious Education July 2021 – June 2022  

DATE:  Updated September 7, 2021 

Enclosed is the updated Guide to Planning Religious Education for 2021-2022.   All parishes 
MUST have a Religious Education program for grades 1-8.  Making decisions for RE this year will 
include many factors, most importantly the safety and health of students, parents, staff, and 
volunteers. 

This past year has taught us that we were able to continue to serve the families among the 
disruption and uncertainty surrounding us.  All PCLs will be asked to employ flexibility, 
creativity, and exercise compassion in meeting the continued challenges presented to us by the 
current pandemic.  

With the return of in-person learning RE programs, we are obligated to keep everyone safe.  
Programs are asked to follow all state guidelines and adapt them to the parish programs being 
offered.  The New Jersey Department of Health safety requirements for schools can be found 
here.  In addition the Road Forward Health and Safety Guidance for the 2021 -2022 school year 
is the state policy for schools. These state guidelines will be followed as applicable by the parish 
RE programs to keep people safe.  

The information in this guide includes the following: 
1) Parishes with a Catholic 

School or rented venue 
2) Safety and Health 
3) Models of Faith Formation 

4) Curriculum  
5) Permission Slips 
6) Reevaluate Plan 
7) PCL & Catechist Formation 

 
+Peace in Christ 

 

Denise Contino 

Director of Catechesis 

Dcontino@dioceseoftrenton.org 

 

 
 

 

https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/reopening-guidance-and-restrictions/are-schools-open-what-are-the-safety-requirements
https://www.nj.gov/education/roadforward/docs/HealthAndSafetyGuidanceSY2122.pdf
mailto:Dcontino@dioceseoftrenton.org
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Parishes with a Catholic School or meeting in a Rented Venue 
 
The Pastor, Principal and Parish Catechetical Leader must dialogue about in-person Religious Education 
(RE) classes taking place in a shared school building.  For the school protocol to be successful, the 
Religious Education program must follow the same guidelines and policies of the school when having in-
person Religious Education Classes.  The final decision is to be made on the parish level by the Pastor.  
  
Parishes that rent space in a public school for their Religious Education classes must meet with the 
school administration to review all protocols that are expected for in-person classes in the building.  It is 
imperative that the Religious Education program adhere to the same protocols as the school and 
implement them successfully to keep Religious Education staff and students safe, and to maintain the 
integrity of school’s health and safety procedures. 

Safety and Health 
Prior to the start of in-person Religious Education classes the following items must be considered: 

1. Vaccinations 
All RE staff and volunteers that serve in person RE groups are strongly recommend to be 
vaccinated for COVID. The following are the primary reasons for this recommendation.  

• Protect children who are too young to be vaccinated 
• Children 12-17 in NJ are eligible to be vaccinated but the number of vaccinated 

is low in this group  
• High transmission rate of the “Delta” variant 

RE staff that is in a Catholic school building and is among the school community the Governors 
executive order 253 for vaccine's in schools WILL apply to the RE staff. 

 
2. Masks 

Religious Education programs must comply with the indoor mask mandate for all K-12 
settings.  All RE staff, instructors, volunteers, and students must wear masks indoors. 
 
Wearing masks is an important prevention strategy to help slow the spread of COVID-19, 
especially when combined with everyday preventive actions and social distancing in public 
settings. On August 5, 2021, the CDC issued new indoor masking recommendations for 
individuals in K-12 school settings.  That guidance is available 
here: www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html. 

Indoors: In alignment with recommendations from the CDC and the American Academy 
of Pediatrics, on August 6, 2021, Governor Murphy signed Executive Order 251 which 
requires that all staff, students, and visitors wear a mask, regardless of vaccination 
status, in the indoor premises of school buildings.  

Outdoors: In general, people do not need to wear masks when outdoors. The CDC 
recommends that people who are not fully vaccinated wear a mask in crowded outdoor 
settings or during activities that involve sustained close contact with other people. Fully  

https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-253.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-251.pdf
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vaccinated people might choose to wear a mask in crowded outdoor settings if they or 
someone in their household is immunocompromised. 

Additional guidance regarding mask wearing: Road Forward Health and Safety Guidance 
for the 2021 -2022  |  Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention in K-12 Schools 

 
3. Parental Screening 

Parents/caregivers should be strongly encouraged to monitor their children for signs of illness 
prior to attending a religious education class/session.  Parents are the front line for assessing 
illness in their children. Students who are sick should not attend the session. RE programs 
should strictly enforce exclusion criteria for both students and staff. 

A Parent Questionnaire/Survey:   Religious Education programs can provide a 
questionnaire/survey for screening; following is a sample: 

• https://www.njsiaa.org/sites/default/files/documents/2021-01/doh-screening-
form-rev1-19-21.pdf 

 
4. Social Distancing and Cohorting 

Implementing social distancing practices in all instructional and non-instructional spaces is 
critical to ensuring the health and safety of the RE community. 

• Classrooms are required to maintain 3 feet of physical distancing to the greatest extent 
practicable, while offering in-person programming.  Desk shields are not required, 
however, if they are used, the 3 feet still applies.  

• Outside of classrooms including hallways, indoor and outdoor physical 
education settings, and school-sponsored transportation, maintain physical 
distancing to the greatest extent practicable.  

• As feasible, maintain cohorts or groups of students with dedicated staff.  Do not mix 
cohorts.  

Additional guidance regarding social distancing: Road Forward Health and Safety Guidance 
for the 2021 -2022 

5. Communication on possible transmission 
If a member of the staff, volunteer, or student has symptoms and/or tests positive for COVID-19, 
they should immediately notify the PCL. The PCL is responsible to notify the Pastor, staff, and 
students who are considered close contact.     

Acquire the following information to make decisions on who is a close contact and the next 
steps to take: 

• The identity of the person with COVID-19 or possible COVID-19 as well as their address, 
phone number and e-mail.  

• The date the person with COVID-19 or possible COVID-19 was last in the building.  
• The date the person developed symptoms.  
• Types of interactions the person may have had with other persons in the building or in 

other locations.  
• How long their interactions were with other persons in the building.  
• If other persons in the class have developed any symptoms.  

https://www.nj.gov/education/roadforward/docs/HealthAndSafetyGuidanceSY2122.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/roadforward/docs/HealthAndSafetyGuidanceSY2122.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://www.njsiaa.org/sites/default/files/documents/2021-01/doh-screening-form-rev1-19-21.pdf
https://www.njsiaa.org/sites/default/files/documents/2021-01/doh-screening-form-rev1-19-21.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/roadforward/docs/HealthAndSafetyGuidanceSY2122.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/roadforward/docs/HealthAndSafetyGuidanceSY2122.pdf
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/slowing-the-spread/for-contact-tracing-who-is-considered-a-close-contact
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Contact the Local health Department as they will help you with each scenario: 
https://www.nj.gov/health/  |  609-292-7834 

Burlington County Health Dept. 
http://www.co.burlington.nj.us/290/
Health-Department 
609-265-5548 

 

Monmouth County Health Dept. 
https://www.co.monmouth.nj.us/pa
ge.aspx?ID=1932 
732-431-7456 

 
Mercer County Div. of Public Health 
https://www.mercercounty.org/depa
rtments/human-services/division-of-
public-health 
609-278-7165 

 
 

Ocean County Health Dept. 
https://www.ochd.org/ 
732-341-9700 

 
 

COVID-19 Child Care Program Symptom Screening Flowchart 

6. Quarantine and Isolation / Readmittance Procedures   
CDC – When to Quarantine 

7. Facilities Cleaning 
Enhanced COVID cleaning protocols have been established in parishes and schools. These 
protocols should be carefully followed each day following the dismissal of participants. Those 
hired or volunteering to work in the program may be enlisted to sanitize equipment and 
supplies each day. Parish staff must maintain all walkways, stairs, entrances, exits and 
driveways. Periodically inspect these areas to be sure they are in good repair and free from 
debris. Review the CDC’s recommendations for cleaning and disinfecting facilities. 

 
8. Disinfecting and Handwashing Procedures 

Prepare and maintain hand sanitizing stations with alcohol-based hand sanitizers (at least 60% 
alcohol): 

• In each classroom (for staff, volunteers and older children who can safely use hand 
sanitizer). 

• At entrances and exits of buildings. 
• Children ages 5 and younger should be supervised when using hand sanitizer. 
• For classrooms that have existing handwashing stations, prepare stations with soap, 

water, and alcohol-based hand sanitizers (at least 60% alcohol). 
• Students should sanitize or wash hands for at least 20 seconds upon entering the 

classrooms, after using the bathroom and coughing /sneezing.  
Health and Safety Inventory:   

• Confirm the parish has an adequate supply of soap, disinfectant, hand sanitizer, paper 
towels, and tissues; and a source from which to replenish supplies. 

• Disinfecting and handwashing procedures must be established for buildings. 
• Confirm a supply of gloves and other protective gear. 

 
 

  

https://www.nj.gov/health/
http://www.co.burlington.nj.us/290/Health-Department
http://www.co.burlington.nj.us/290/Health-Department
https://www.co.monmouth.nj.us/page.aspx?ID=1932
https://www.co.monmouth.nj.us/page.aspx?ID=1932
https://www.mercercounty.org/departments/human-services/division-of-public-health
https://www.mercercounty.org/departments/human-services/division-of-public-health
https://www.mercercounty.org/departments/human-services/division-of-public-health
https://www.ochd.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/symptom-screening-flowchart.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/symptom-screening-flowchart.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprepare%2Fdisinfecting-building-facility.html
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9. Nurse/Isolation Station  
Religious Education programs should establish an isolation space.  Students, staff, and 
volunteers with symptoms related to COVID-19 must be safely and respectfully isolated from 
others.  Students should remain in isolation with continued supervision and care until picked up 
by an authorized adult.  

Once the staff, volunteer or student arrives at the isolation room, immediately provide them 
with a mask and gloves.  Explain that this is to help protect others from spread of the potential 
virus. 

• The PCL or staff member attending to a suspected infected person, should wear a 
protective mask and gloves while working with the suspected infected person.   

• The PCL must identify persons who may have come in contact with the suspected 
infected person.   

• The isolation area and suspected staff/volunteer or student’s work area/classroom must 
be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected, in addition to all other common surfaces 
recently touched by the staff/volunteer or student.  

• What to do if a child becomes sick or receives a new Covid-19 diagnosis 
 

10. Arrival/Dismissal 
• Stagger arrival and drop-off times to limit contact between cohorts and direct contact 

with parents as much as possible. 
• Establish exits for an orderly dismissal and to be able to properly social distance. 
• Add staggered dismissal times to assist with social distancing procedures. 
• Additional exits should be available for emergency access.   

 
11. Restroom 

• A communication sent to parents encouraging children to use the restroom at home 
before/after class to limit number of students using parish/school restrooms. (No child 
should be denied permission to use restroom)  

• Station hall monitors outside of restroom areas to help maintain social distancing 
guidelines. 

• One student at a time in restroom. 
• Three feet distance must be maintained in restroom waiting lines. 
• Limit shared bathrooms.  

 
12. Catechist / Volunteer Trainings 

All Catechists / volunteers are to be brought together for a training to practice safety guidelines 
that are in place for the parish Religious Education program, especially if a parish chooses an in-
person model.  The parish or Catholic School guidelines need to be thoroughly reviewed by all 
members of the program.  Ample time for questions and answers should be given. 

 
13. New Jersey Department of Education: 

• Consult with this webpage as they update throughout the year.   
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/child-becomes-sick-diagnosis-flowchart-family-child-care-home.html
https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/
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14.  RE Program Best Practices: 

• Students will social distance staying three feet apart. 
• Everyone must always wear a mask. 
• Supplies: 

o Students are NOT permitted to share any supplies.  
o Books, supplies, worksheet are not be shared between students.  
o The parish can supply each student with a supply box/bag to be kept in the parish or 

school for classes.  
• If a program is offering any type of snack or meal, where masks will not be worn, programs 

should consider implementing layered prevention strategies to help mitigate the spread of 
COVID-19.  

o Maximize physical distance as much as possible when moving through the food 
service line and while eating (especially indoors).  

o Considering eating outdoors. 
o Staggering eating times to allow for greater physical distancing.  
o Maintaining student cohorts and limiting mixing between groups, if possible.  
o Avoiding offering self-serve food options. 
o Encouraging routine cleaning between groups. 
o Frequently touched surfaces should be cleaned. Surfaces that come in contact with 

food should be washed, rinsed, and sanitized before and after meals.  
• No visitors. 
• No mixing classes. 
• Minimize large groups. 

 
As the pandemic is a fluid situation, these best practices can be adjusted as the situation changes. 
 
 

Models of Faith Formation  
There is no one-size fits all model for Faith Formation. Each PCL, in consultation with their Pastor and 
community partners, will need to determine which model best fits their parish’s circumstances. This 
section includes a brief list of considerations, a non-exhaustive list of Faith Formation models, and a 
sample of how a parish may determine the best model for their community.  

Some Considerations:  

• Do parish facilities allow for social distancing and the safety of children and volunteers? 
• Do the parish volunteers and parish families have access to the internet and devices?  
• How many volunteers are available, and do they show a preference for remote or in-person 

education?  
• Does the book series your parish currently uses support multiple forms of catechesis? 

 
Summer 2021 Faith Formation: 

Vacation Bible School (VBS), Summer Religious Education programs, Catholic School academic camps 
can be held in person this summer; click here for the document on Operating Summer programs within 

https://dioceseoftrenton.org/documents/2021/5/Operating%20Summer%20Programs%20within%20COVID%20Regulations%202.pdf
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Coronavirus, which is included in the May 2021 edition of the Catholic Diocese of Trenton Risk 
Management Program Quarterly Newsletter. 

Faith Formation Models:  
A. Summer Religious Education Programs:  Unlike last year, Summer 2020, summer programs 

are permitted to be held in person during the Summer of 2021.  In making the decision to 
have in person, hybrid, or virtual this summer, all parishes must adhere to the NJ standards 
for camps.  In addition to the summer requirements, this program must include a minimum 
of four additional family catechetical sessions throughout the liturgical year. 

o Operating Summer programs within Coronavirus, which is included in the May 2021 
edition of the Catholic Diocese of Trenton Risk Management Program Quarterly 
Newsletter. 

o NJ 2021 Youth Summer Camp Standards Guidelines      
o New Jersey 2021 COVID-19 Youth Summer Camp Standards Guidelines Rev. 6-9-

2021 
o NJ Summer Camp executive order 6.10.21 
o CDC Guidance for Operating Youth and Summer Camps 

 
B. Supported Home-Study Model: Either using technology, or other means, PCLs along with 

the team of volunteers offer parents support in the formation of their children.  
A. Implementation Requires:  

i. Continuing support and formation of parents as they lead their children 
through the curriculum.  

ii. A text series that provides both in-the-home support and guidance families.  
iii. Open lines of communication with families. 
iv. Implement family gatherings (monthly or bi-monthly) of each grade level for 

continued engagement. 
B. Best Practices:  

i. Use of e-assessments or reviews to gauge the understanding of our families.  
ii. The implementation of a digital class management system such as Google 

Classroom or Flip grid to provide program texts and resources.  
iii. Use of web-based meeting programs such as Google Meets, WebEx, or 

ZOOM to facilitate parent and student meetings.  
 

C. Hybrid Model:  A modified version of the supported Home Study Model that includes a 
limited schedule of in-person sessions to review progress and preview future content.  

A. Implementation Requires: 
i. Facilities that can safely accommodate select groups of students on a 

predetermined schedule (classes meet bi-weekly or monthly). 
ii. Volunteers comfortable with limited in-person sessions. 

iii. A clear set of expectations for weeks students do not meet.  
B. Best Practices: 

i. PCLs may determine that this model can best be implemented for 
Sacramental years, opting for a Supported Home Study Model for all other 
grades.  

https://dioceseoftrenton.org/documents/2021/5/Operating%20Summer%20Programs%20within%20COVID%20Regulations%202.pdf
http://www.dotinsurance.org/select-a-link/newsletters
http://www.dotinsurance.org/select-a-link/newsletters
https://dioceseoftrenton.org/documents/2021/5/Operating%20Summer%20Programs%20within%20COVID%20Regulations%202.pdf
http://www.dotinsurance.org/select-a-link/newsletters
http://www.dotinsurance.org/select-a-link/newsletters
https://www.state.nj.us/health/legal/covid19/YouthSummerCampGuidance042821.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/health/legal/covid19/YouthSummerCampGuidance042821.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/health/legal/covid19/2021%20Youth%20Camp%20Standards%206-9-21%20Final.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/health/legal/covid19/2021%20Youth%20Camp%20Standards%206-9-21%20Final.pdf
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/reopening-guidance-and-restrictions/are-summer-camps-open-what-are-the-social-distancing-requirements-and-restrictions?utm_campaign=20210430_nwsltr_a&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#direct-link
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/summer-camps.html
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ii. Build a continuing support structure for the remote weeks will lead to best 
outcomes.  

iii. The use of an online class management system is highly recommended. 
 

D. Family Catechesis: A hybrid model of catechesis that provides learning activities for the 
whole family, and in-person support to parents as the primary catechists of their children. 
Families will meet in-person on a monthly or bi-monthly schedule to receive guidance in 
instruction.  

A. Implementation Requirements:  
i. A system for determining which family attends during which session.  

ii. A reservation process that assures that social distancing is possible.  
iii. Catechists for the various grade levels for breakout sessions for students.  

B. Best Practices:  
i. Use a textbook from a publisher that provides high quality support for home 

study and family catechesis.  
ii. Use a class management system to provide updates and materials in weeks 

where families will not be meeting or determine another distribution 
method.  

iii. Provide recordings of sessions for families unable to attend their session 
due to illness.  

E. Remote Learning with Video Instruction: Weekly lessons are provided by catechists either 
through web meeting or a disk. 

A. Implementation Requires: 
i. Volunteers or staff to provide video instruction to students. 

ii. A distribution method that is accessible to most of your families, either 
through a web-based system, postal distribution, or structured pick-up. 

B. Best Practices  
i. Use an online class management system to distribute class materials and 

videos.  
ii. Use paper or e-assessments to track student comprehension.  

iii. Support and train parents regarding any technology or program being used.  
F. In-Person Catechesis: The most familiar mode of catechesis, classroom or small-group 

instruction with catechists and students.  
A. Implementation Requires:  

i. That the parish meets and exceeds the health and safety guidelines set by 
the CDC, State of New Jersey, and Diocese of Trenton. 

ii. Enough catechists and volunteers willing to serve in the ministry.  
iii. Parish families are comfortable with this option and will participate. 
iv. The program is re-evaluated on  a consistent basis to keep everyone safe.  

B. Best Practices:  
i. Have a contingency plan in place if parishes and schools are forced to 

suspend in-person classes.  
ii. Be flexible with parents that do not want to send their child to in-person 

classes.  The parish must offer an alternate model of formation this year. 
Parishes cannot penalize parents uncomfortable with having their children 
attend in-person classes. 
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Conclusions Regarding Models of Faith Formation:  
These guidelines do not make decisions on behalf of a parish community. Each community will have to 
consider their individual circumstances. However, it is suggested that PCLs along with their Pastor and 
community partners, intentionally reflect on the options that are available to them, and plan on 
implementing multiple models to meet the needs of their individual communities.  
While PCLs always work hard to remain flexible and meet their families where they are, as we move 
forward, we need to remain flexible and patient.  Above all, the parish must respect the parent’s 
judgment in determining the return of their children to in-person activities and provide alternatives. 
 

Curriculum 

Regardless of the model selected, the parish must continue to follow the Diocese of Trenton Elementary 
Religion Curriculum Guidelines and the Safe Environment curriculum (found at this link 
https://dioceseoftrenton.org/catechesis-curricula).  When trying to be flexible this year in implementing 
the curriculum, keep in mind that most publishers use a spiral curriculum where topics are reinforced 
each year.  
Virtual Learning Best Practices:  Communicate with students and parents’ expectations for virtual class 
meetings reflect the same requirements as for in-person class: 

• Students must arrive on time and meet attendance requirements. 
• Students must have their video camera on during the entire class time. 
• Students must be dressed appropriately and sitting up for class. 
• Student behavior must be respectful of the catechist and of classmates. 
• Students may not “mute” other students or the catechist. 
• Students should sign a consent form in which they agree to the above.  PCLs should establish 

with parents and students’ consequences for disregarding any of these requirements and any 
additional requirements in place. 

Parental support includes the following: 

• Ensuring that children have access to the equipment necessary for attending virtual classes and 
accessing any additional online materials or resources. 

• Providing a space in the home conducive to learning, taking part in virtual classes, and 
completing any additional Religious Education work. 

• Contacting the PCL as soon as possible if technical or other issues prevent the child from 
attending virtual class or accessing any other materials or resources necessary for participating 
in the program. 

• In the case when a parent would like to have the child utilize digital or technological equipment 
or resources provided by the child’s public school (for example, school-generated email address 
and/or laptop), it is the responsibility of the parent to contact the school and ascertain whether 
this is permitted by the district or not.  *Please note that if a parent receives permission to use a 
school email address for Religious Education virtual learning, school security settings may still 
prevent the student from using the account to access the Religious Education 
classroom.                               

 

https://dioceseoftrenton.org/catechesis-curricula
https://dioceseoftrenton.org/catechesis-curricula
https://dioceseoftrenton.org/catechesis-curricula
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PCLs 
PCLs have the overall responsibility for choosing the virtual platform of the program, maintaining the 
platform and being vigilant with regard to any technical issues which might arise, providing basic 
training to volunteers with regard to best practices and use of the virtual platform within a specific 
catechetical context, and ensuring that expectations are clearly communicated to parents and students. 
PCLs should also provide information to parents regarding accessing the electronic version of the text, if 
available from the publisher. 

When making the decision to create a virtual catechetical program, PCLs must be committed to 
remaining current with best practices in online learning as they evolve with technology, and to regularly 
research new digital resources for inclusion in the program.  As the nature of the online environment is 
ever evolving, it is vital that PCLs make their best efforts to remain aware of any changes which may 
impact their faith formation programs. 

Adult presence in virtual classrooms 
• Each class should have at least two Safe Environment Program (SEP)-compliant volunteers. 
• All volunteers should be provided with basic guidance and training on virtual learning practices, 

both technical and catechetical. 
• PCLs should frequently “visit” classes to be present to students and to generally understand how 

classes are being taught. 
• Additional volunteers should be sought to substitute on an as-needed basis in case one adult is 

unable to attend a virtual class. 
 
Virtual Classes 
If classes are to be recorded, the following should be observed: 

• Parents will be asked to sign a permission slip for the recording of classes in advance of classes 
beginning. 

• At the beginning of the class, the catechist must remind the children that class is being recorded 
• Class recordings should only be made via an account for which the PCL is administrator, i.e. 

recordings should not be made or stored on a catechist’s personal account or device. 
• If classes are being recorded, the PCL should communicate to parents the reason for recording 

the classes, for example, to allow students who could not attend a meeting view it later. 
• Virtual class lengths should be appropriate to the age of the child.  In general, children are not 

able to remain engaged in online learning for as long a period as they are during in-person 
classes, and this must be taken into consideration when creating schedules. 

• PCLs should strive to schedule class meetings at staggered times to accommodate families who 
may be limited in the number of devices available, and to accommodate catechists who have 
their own children in the program. 

 
Permission Slips 
The Permission Slips for virtual learning should include the following: 

• Expectations of parents and students about requirements for participation. 
• Expectations of students about the virtual classroom and the completion of assignments. 
• Responsibilities of the program about providing a quality virtual catechetical program utilizing a 

safe and secure virtual platform. 
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Permission Slips 
If you are providing virtual learning or a hybrid model, parishes will be required to obtain permission 
slips from parents. Two kinds of permission are typically needed from parents/guardians: photo/video 
permission and virtual learning permission.   

Permission for photo/video  

Sample:  I consent to the use of any digital recording and/or photographs in which my child may appear 
by the Diocese of Trenton and/or the parish. I understand that these materials are being used for 
promotion of the parish Religious Education programs and/or activities, which may include recruitment 
and fundraising efforts. 

Consent for Virtual Learning 

Sample:  I consent for my child to participate in virtual learning for Religious Education.  I understand 
that these virtual sessions may be recorded.  My child will abide to all Religious Education polices in the 
parish RE handbook.   (Add information regarding the platform your parish is using) 

Diocesan Policy for Catechists / Volunteers / Parish Staff: 

The Diocese of Trenton Social Media Policy and Resource Guide is to be provided to all catechists, 
volunteers, and all parish staff members of Religious Education programs.  Please note attention to the 
section of this policy that addresses “Policy for Communicating with the Youth.”  The policy states that 
all people communicating virtually must have a Criminal Background Check and attend a Virtus class.  
All catechists and volunteers are still asked to follow the Safe Environment Policy of the Diocese of 
Trenton Office of Youth and Child Protection. 

All Catechists/volunteers are asked to sign the Revised Guidelines for Internet Virtual Classroom use. 

Reevaluating Religious Education Programs During Pandemic 
While PCLs are always called to evaluate Religious Education programs to ensure that the catechetical 
needs of the children and families are being met, the current pandemic requires us to do so within a 
new and unique context.  A commitment to reevaluate programs every two to three months will allow 
you to make decisions based on current information, and to avoid the impossible task of planning an 
entire year during unpredictable circumstances.   

Reevaluation should happen with two main areas of focus: the quality of the faith formation experience, 
and the ability of the parish to ensure the safety and well-being of children, families and volunteers 
following all State directives 

• Questions to consider in reevaluating the faith formation experience: 
 Are catechists able to engage children and families effectively to help them grow in faith? 
 What feedback is the PCL is receiving from parents and volunteers about the program?  
 Do all families have the necessary resources to engage in the program as needed?  This is 

especially important for those parishes utilizing remote learning models. 
 Are there resources being used that have been especially helpful? 

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/14277/documents/2016/8/Diocese_of_Trenton_Social_Media_Policy.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/14277/documents/2020/7/Revised%20Guidelines%20for%20internet.virtual%20classrooms%20use.pdf
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 Are additional resources needed to make the program more effective? 
 If changes need to be made, does the PCL have the necessary support of others to bring those 

changes to the program?  (Technological changes typically require support from colleagues, 
parish and Diocesan staff, volunteers, etc.)  

• Questions to consider in reevaluating the ability to ensure the safety and well-being of children, 
families, and volunteers: 
 Have the health and safety protocols associated with in-person classes been sufficient to 

provide a safe environment for catechesis? 
 How have the directives and restrictions affected the faith formation experience?   
 In general, is the parish able to meet the directives as necessary?  Are additional volunteers or 

resources (i.e. cleaning company, additional supplies) needed to attain those goals? 
 Are parents and volunteers being asked to provide feedback about these experiences for the 

benefit of the PCL’s understanding? 
 If sharing space, what is the experience of school staff regarding the challenges of sharing the 

building? 
o Is the parish able to continue to provide faith formation using the same format or do 

changes need to be considered? 
• If there are in-person classes, are the established procedures being followed by the entire staff, all 

volunteers, students, and their families? 
o Adequate amount of supplies (masks / hand sanitizer)? 
o Is everyone practicing the guidelines to continue to keep the safety and health a priority 

for all in the program? 
 Is everyone still sanitizing their hands as they enter and re-enter the classroom? 
 Is everyone still wearing masks? 
 Are some of the precautions not being followed? 

 

PCL & Catechist Formation 
Catechist formation is necessary as well. Have you invited your catechists to acquire the Certificate in 
Catechesis? This is the perfect opportunity to encourage catechists to take the Theology class toward 
the Certificate of Catechesis.  Check out our website for more info. 

 

 

Helpful links 
CDC  | NJ Department of Health |  NJ Department of Education | Diocese of Trenton 

https://dioceseoftrenton.org/certificate-in-catechesis
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html
https://www.nj.gov/health/
https://nj.gov/education/reopening/
https://dioceseoftrenton.org/coronavirus

