
FINDING STRENGTH TO MOVE 
FORWARD IN MINISTRY 





SAME STORM, DIFFERENT BOAT 
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WE FOLLOW JESUS AS HIS DISCIPLES BY 

SHARING OUR STORY OF FAITH 



The Great Pause of 2020 







An 'A-bomb' survivor tree grows through the roof of Anraku-ji Temple in Hiroshima. 
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“God is opening before 
the Church the 

horizons of a humanity 
more fully prepared for 

the sowing of the 
Gospel”   

(Redemptoris Missio) 



Between 1999 and 2017, the 
rate of drug overdose 
among Americans between 
25 and 64 increased about 
fourfold.  

Rates of suicide in of 
Americans between 25-64 
increased 38.3%.  

Between 1999 and 2017, 
midlife deaths from 
alcoholic liver disease grew 
40%.  

And alcohol poisoning 
deaths among those 25 to 
64 rose almost fourfold. 
 



I see the church as a field hospital after battle. It is useless to ask a 
seriously injured person if he has high cholesterol and about the 
level of his blood sugars! You have to heal his wounds. Then we 

can talk about everything else. Heal the wounds, heal the 
wounds.... 

From “A Big Heart Open to God” America magazine Sept. 19, 2013. 



What is THE 
spiritual moment 
that God is 
calling us to at 
this moment?  
 



Getting Back To 

Our Roots 



“At the center of every process 
of catechesis is the living 
encounter with Christ” 

 
 
The New Directory for Catechesis #75 



Holiness is also a parrhesia:  

It is a boldness, an impulse 
to evangelize and to leave a 
mark in this world.  

 

To allow us to do this. Jesus 
himself comes and tells us 
once more, serenely yet 
firmly,  

“Do not be afraid”… 

 

Gaudete et Exsultate 129 

 



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Seint_Edith_Stein.jpg


 
How are we raising up the next 
generation of saints from this time? 
 
 
 
Are we spending more time on triaging 
existing ministries or leaning in to where 
the Holy Spirit is moving us?   









AVIATE NAVIGATE COMMUNICATE 



NOT A LEADER? YOU HAVE 
BEEN CALLED!  

• The Old Testament Prophets Said, 

 “I am too young”             
 (Jeremiah) 

 “I am too old”   (Sarah) 

 “I am not a speaker”  (Moses) 

 “I am just a farmer”  (Gideon) 

 “I am not in the mood” 
 (Jonah) 

 

Only Acceptable Response?  “I will go! Send 
me! (Isaiah)  



 
  

“Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD. They 

shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It 

shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year 

of drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit.” 

 

Jeremiah 17:7-8 


