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The second part of the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops
Novena and an Act of Entrustment
to St. Joseph can be found on page
8 of this issue. The first part of the
novena/entrustment appeared in the
June 18 edition of The New Freeman.

KAMLOOPS — A woman embraces her daughter during a rally at the former
Kamloops Indian Residential School in Kamloops, British Columbia. Restoring
languages, many say will help right past wrongs. Story page 7. (CNS photo/Chris
Helgren, Reuters)

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint
John had strong words of remorse over
the participation of Catholics in
operating residential schools. He also
supports the request for a papal
apology. Story page 3. (Natasha
Mazerolle photo)FREDERICTON — Graydon Nicholas (lower photo), chancellor of St. Thomas

University in Fredericton and former lieutenant governor of New Brunswick speaks
to Father Owen Burns (upper photo),  episcopal vicar for Evangelization and
Parish Renewal and pastor, St. Mark’s Parish in Quispamsis on the importance of
National Indigenous Peoples’ Day. Story page 2. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

An unexplained aerial phenomenon is
seen in this still image from the so-called
‘Gimbal’ video captured by a U.S. Navy
fighter pilot off the East Coast of the
United States between 2014 and 2015.
Three experts speak on the potential
discovery of extraterrestrial life and its
theological implications. Story page 12.
(CNS photo/U.S. Navy via Reuters)
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New FreemanTheBy NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

FREDERICTON — On June 21, National
Indigenous Peoples’ Day, chancellor of St.
Thomas University in Fredericton, and  former
lieutenant governor of New Brunswick,
Graydon Nicholas sat down with Father
Owen Burns, episcopal vicar for Evangeliza-
tion and Parish Renewal and pastor, St. Mark’s
Parish in Quispamsis to speak about the im-
portance of this day.

Mr. Nicholas said that this day is largely
the result of a Sacred Assembly that he was
sent to by Bishop J. Edward Troy, bishop
emeritus of the Diocese of Saint John. The
Sacred Assembly was a gathering of more
than 2,000 people in 1995 from many spir-
itual traditions to pursue justice and healing
between Canada and First Nations.

“It was out of that particular process that
people said, “why don’t we celebrate a day in
Canada honouring Aboriginal people,” Mr.
Nicholas said. Originally named  National
Aboriginal Day, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
changed the name to National Indigenous
Peoples Day in June 2017.

“June 21 is an important day for our peo-
ple in terms of the summer solstice, and also
the longest daylight day of the year,” Mr.
Nicholas said.  “So it was to honour then the
celebrations that would take then even before
contact with Europeans. Because solstice is
important to us, it signifies the different cy-
cles of life and the different cycles of Mother
Earth.”

Mr. Nicholas is a big supporter of
inculturation, which said is the legacy of Pope

John Paul II. He spoke of the many similari-
ties between Catholic and Indigenous spiritu-
ality, and to how certain elements of Indig-
enous prayer can enhance the liturgy.

“The drum is what we call the heartbeat of
Mother Earth,” Mr. Nicholas said. “During
the Eucharistic celebration at the time that the
consecration is taking place, I’ve been invited
to play my drum, and that’s to the sacred
prayers, this very sacred part of our mass, to
the Creator. So, the sound of the drum then
signals that this is something very spiritual.
This is what we share, this is what
inculturation is all about.”

Mr. Nicholas shared that such actions of
inculturation, including the ability to pray in
their own languages, is very important. “It’s
significant for our people because it’s a rec-
ognition that we’re part of our Catholic faith,
and that our Catholic faith includes our spir-
itual ceremonies, our spiritual prayers.”

Speaking for more than half an hour, Mr.
Nicholas spoke of important historical mo-
ments and deep insights that are relevant to
Catholics of all ages.

He encouraged everyone to learn more
about the relationship between the Church and
Indigenous peoples. “All this is happening for
a reason, we’re not re-inventing the wheel,
it’s always been there. It’s just not being taught
anywhere,” Mr. Nicholas said.

Noting there have been many Catholic
voices over the past centuries that have spo-
ken to the dignity and rights of the Indigenous
peoples, including Pope Paul III and St. Kateri
Tekakwitha, Mr. Nicholas issued a challenge.
“400 years later maybe we can revisit this,

(continued on page 3)

A brief history of National Indigenous Peoples Day
• 1982: National Indian Brotherhood (now the Assembly of First Nations) calls for the

creation of National Aboriginal Solidarity Day on June 21.
• 1990: Quebec legislature recognizes June 21 as a day to celebrate aboriginal culture.
• 1995: The Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples recommends the designation of a

National First Peoples Day. The Sacred Assembly, a national conference of aboriginal and
non-aboriginal people chaired by Elijah Harper, calls for a national holiday to celebrate the
contributions of Canada's Aboriginal Peoples.
• 1996: June 13: Governor Geneneral Romeo LeBlanc declares June 21 as National Abo-

riginal Day after consultations with various aboriginal groups. The inaugural day is cel-
ebrated with events from coast to coast to coast.
• 2017: Prime Minister Justin Trudeau officially changes the name to National Indigenous

Peoples Day
• Since then, the day has been celebrated in both small venues — such as elementary

schools — and large venues alike.
The day also kicks off the beginning of the annual 11-day Celebrate Canada! festivities

held from June 21 to July 1. The festivities also include St-Jean Baptiste Day, June 24;
Canadian Multiculturalism Day, June 27; and Canada Day, July 1.§

Celebrating Indigenous peoples
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On Sunday, June 21, during mass at the Cathe-
dral of the Immaculate Conception in Saint John, Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John took the opportunity once
more to share his sorrow over the recent discovery of 215 unmarked
burial sites at the former Kamloops Residential School.

“Like many of you my heart has been rather unsettled these past
few weeks,” he said.

Noting that he has received a number of e-mail messages about this
he said, “it’s understandable that people are shocked, angry and sad.
This has evoked many strong emotions and a lot of grief, especially in
the hearts of our Indigenous brothers and sisters.”

Saying that he, “can’t even begin to imagine the trauma that resi-
dential school survivors must relive every time we hear of such dis-
coveries.”

Bishop Riesbeck had strong words of remorse over the participa-
tion of Catholics in operating residential schools. “One thing we are
certain of: the, Church should never have been involved in the gov-

Bishop supports request for a papal apology
ernment’s policy on residential schools. I deeply regret and apologize
for the involvement of Catholic organizations and entities in the gov-
ernment’s policy of assimilation, which led to the separation of chil-
dren from their families, the devaluing of Indigenous culture and lan-
guages, neglect, and abuse in many residential schools. My heart
is with all those who are suffering, especially our Indigenous peo-
ples.”

Acknowledging that many have been calling for a papal apol-
ogy, Bishop Riesbeck said he supports this request. “Even though
the expression of sorrow from Pope Benedict in 2009 was ac-
cepted as an apology by Indigenous leaders, if an apology from
the present pope will help with the healing and reconciliation, then
I’m all for it,” he said.

Noting that the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC)’s
call to action #58 made the request for this apology to be delivered
on Canadian soil, he recalled that the Holy Father responded by
saying he wasn’t able to come to Canada at that time but encour-
aged the Canadian Bishops to continue working diligently toward
healing and reconciliation.

The bishop highlighted that in addition to the ongoing work of
the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops [CCCB], which can
be viewed at https://www.cccb.ca/indigenous-peoples/indigenous-
pastoral-initiatives-since-the-origins-of-the-cccb/).

For the past two years the CCCB has been planning to gather a
delegation of Indigenous leaders for a trip to Rome to meet with the
pope. These plans, which were interrupted due to the COVID-19
pandemic, have resumed and this visit will take place likely before the
end of the calendar year. “It is expected that the request for an apol-
ogy will once again be made. I, for one, certainly support this re-
quest,” he said.

Bishop Riesbeck has also reached out personally to the chiefs of
the seven Indigenous communities in the diocese, to “express my
solidarity with them, among other things,” and to ask, “what the
diocese, or I, can do to strengthen our relationship with them.”

Noting that he has encouraged pastors where Indigenous communities
reside to reach out as well, Bishop Riesbeck said he is, “really edified to
hear of all the plans that are in the works to have healing services, listening
circles, and other efforts to assist with the grieving process.”

“As we continue to grieve with our Indigenous communities,” Bishop
Riesbeck said “it’s in these challenging times that I’m thankful for the
gift of faith that is an anchor, so as not to be discouraged.”

“The Church being in turmoil at times is like a boat being tossed by
the waves. But Jesus is watching even when he is ‘in the stern asleep
on the cushion’ — he is in control,” he said. “He’s steering the ship;
we should never doubt it in spite of appearances to the contrary. Even
though her members (including those in important positions) may
fail at times, due to their weak and sinful human condition, we can
trust Jesus to preserve and protect his Church such that all peoples
can continue to encounter the Lord in the Church, especially through
the Sacraments.”

Concluding in prayer Bishop Riesbeck said, “may the Holy Spirit fill
our hearts with the peace that surpasses all understanding and
strengthen us to walk in your ways and co-operate with you as
members of the Church, eager to share the joy of the Gospel with
others ‘for the love of Christ urges us on’ (2 Cor 5:14).”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

CARLETON
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORIUM

337 Lockhart Mill Road Jacksonville NB E7M 3S5
Ph /Fax (506) 328-8430

Funeral Directors
Fred Young/Dana Jardine

www.carletonfuneralhome.ca
“Serving All Faiths & within the Means of All”

(continued from page 2)
and say how do we catch up on all of this, so that we don’t think of
it as a threat. We had voices who were Catholic voices back in the
1500s. They may have been stored away in some box of knowledge,
but what they said was right,” he said. “It’s important that our Catho-
lic community, not only in our diocese but throughout Canada know
that this is a very important day.”

He also told the story of Rose Prince, a young girl who went to a
residential school in Prince George. “When she went to residential
school it was a good experience, and she didn’t want to leave.”

Sadly, she died young, but Mr. Nicholas said when they discovered
her remains many years later, the remains were found to be incorrupt.
“She gathers all Indigenous people and she’s seen, in fact, as the
person who can lead us towards reconciliation,” Mr. Nicholas said. “I
wanted to share this because I know there are many people who may
not know about this.”

For more information about Rose Prince, see https://bccatholic.ca/
news/catholic-van/former-lieutenant-governor-moved-by-rose-prince-
s-grave

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Celebrating Indigenous peoples
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Storms in faith:
doubts and questions

Over the course of a lifetime we all find ourselves facing chal-
lenges. They often make demands on us and are marked by uncer-
tainty. Often, there is no clear path through what is called for although the
intention is good and the goal is promising. In fact, the road to the goal is
frequently full of twists and turns, the course, unclear.

These are our rough seas, our unsettling, stormy, difficult times.
All of us in some way face such challenges, some of our own mak-
ing, others are circumstances into which we simply fall. Such times
call us to make tough decisions, crucial ones that have implications
far beyond ourselves.

These challenges are often painful and even threatening, like the
loss of a loved one or something affecting our health. We can be
challenged by a change in work or our relationships. A whole com-
munity can be challenged when called to restructure or to do things
differently. Such experiences demand a new way, evolving and chang-
ing even how we see ourselves. From all such experiences of life
come the ways to growth and strength.

It is really no surprise that the Gospel writer Mark (4:35-41) uses
the image of “rough seas” to point out some of the challenges the
disciples faced in their faith.   Such seas are common to the faith of
us all. They come upon us often from the circumstances of our lives
and they cause us to doubt, to question our disciple relationship with
Jesus and the way we see God in our lives.

In Mark’s story, he points out that Jesus has been teaching widely
to many, disciples and others. Now he calls the disciples to cross
over to the other side of Sea of Galilee with him. During the crossing,
a storm comes up and the threatens to swamp the boat. The disciples
lose confidence and are overcome with fear.  Jesus is asleep in the
stern.  In their fearfulness, they wake him up.

Why does Mark relate this story? This is a faith story. Discipleship
is about relationships. Disciples follow Jesus in order to build their
relationship with him. As they listen to what he says and watch what
he does, they come to know Jesus better. In doing so, the relationship
grows. Spending time with him deepens this. They trust him more

and place their faith in him more deeply.
All relationships are about trust and

faith. With great trust and deep faith,
love emerges and grows. The disci-
ples are growing into the closest of
friends with Jesus and with one another. But as always, there will be
challenges. Storms will come. The trust will be tested and the faith
will be tried.

The Gospels relate the story of the evolving relationship of Jesus
with his disciples and beyond. As the Good News evolves there will
be times when the disciples show a waning faith. Their lives are not
straight lines. There are many twists and turns.

Faith demands doubts. The circumstances of life will lead to ques-
tions, always. Blind faith is exactly that — it is blind. Without the
questions and the doubts, our faith remains rigid and lifeless. Some
10 centuries ago, St. Anselm of Canterbury expressed this when he
spoke of: “faith seeking understanding”. We are always seekers.

On the Sea of Galilee, the disciples faced a storm. Throughout their
discipleship as they grew in their faith and relationship with Jesus,
there would be many storms. Doubts and denials are part of the jour-
ney. Mature, adult faith is growing and evolving faith. There have to
be questions and doubts in order that the seeker/disciple might have a
faith that is growing and deepening. Faith is like any significant rela-
tionship. It will be ever-evolving. It will have its storms and doubts. It
will also have its discoveries and growth.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

On the cross and still today, Jesus prays for everyone, pope says
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Jesus is always praying for each and every
person, desiring that his word would help people in their lives and that
they never would feel alone, Pope Francis said.

"Jesus prays for me — each one of us can keep this in our heart.
Do not forget it, even during those terrible moments," the pope said
June 16 during his weekly general audience.

With the grace of being able to pray to God and knowing we
have been "prayed for," the pope said, "we have only to have cour-
age and hope" to be able to journey on in life and give glory to
God.

The audience was held in the San Damaso Courtyard of the
Apostolic Palace, where the pope first walked along the barri-
cades, greeting people, shaking hands, signing books and giving
his blessing. While attendees were obliged to wear masks, many
had them down or pulled them down during their moment with the
pope.

In his main audience talk, the pope concluded his series on prayer,
which he began May 6, 2020, offering a total of 38 reflections on the

theme.
"Prayer is one of the most evident features of the life of Jesus," the

pope said. "He prayed and prayed a lot," immersing himself in it "be-
cause dialogue with the Father was the incandescent core of all his
existence."

At the Last Supper, Jesus intercedes for his disciples and for all
those who will believe in him through their word and, even during the
darkest hours of suffering on the cross, Jesus continues to pray,
showing he is "the absolute intercessor: he prays for others, for eve-
ryone, even for those who have condemned him," he said.

"Jesus prayed for everyone, he also prayed for me, for each one of
you. Each one of us can say that Jesus, on the cross, prayed for me,"
and still prays for everyone each day, he said.

"Even in the most painful of our sufferings, we are never alone.
Jesus' prayer is with us," he said.

On the cross he offers his love, "that is, he brings about our salva-
tion," Pope Francis said.

Jesus "was not a philanthropist who took care of human suffering
and illness — he was that, but was more than that," he said. In him
there is not only goodness, there is "total salvation, messianic salva-
tion, that gives hope in the definitive victory of life over death."§
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

What is love asking of me now?
Most of us are familiar with Pope Francis’ comment that today the

church needs to be a field hospital. What’s implied here?
First, that right now the church is not a field hospital, or at least not

much of one. Too many churches of all denominations see the world
more as an opponent to be fought than as a battlefield strewn with wounded
persons to whom they are called to minister. The churches today, in the
words of Pope Francis, have often reversed an image in the Book of
Revelation where Jesus stands outside the door knocking, trying to come
in, to a situation where Jesus is knocking on the door from inside the
church, trying to get out.

So how might our churches, our ecclesial communities, become field
hospitals?

In a wonderfully provocative article in a recent issue of America Maga-
zine, Czech spiritual writer, Tomas Halik, suggests that for our ecclesial
communities to become “field hospitals” they must assume three roles: A
Diagnostic one — wherein they identify the signs of the times; a Preven-
tive one — wherein they create an immune system in a world within
which malignant viruses of fear, hatred, populism, and nationalism are
tearing communities apart; and a Convalescent one — wherein they help
the world overcome the traumas of the past through forgiveness.

How, concretely, might each of these be envisaged?
Our churches need to be diagnostic; they need to name the present

moment in a prophetic way.  But that calls for a courage that, right now,
seems lacking, derailed by fear and ideology. Liberals and conservatives
diagnose the present moment in radically different ways, not because the
facts aren’t the same for both, but because each of them is seeing things
through its own ideology. As well, at the end of the day, both camps seem
too frightened to look at the hard issues square on, both afraid of what
they might see.

To name just one issue that both seem afraid to look at with unblinking
eyes: our rapidly emptying churches and the fact that so many of our own
children are no longer going to church or identifying with a church. Con-
servatives simplistically blame secularism, without ever really being willing
to openly debate the various critiques of the churches coming from al-
most every part of society. Liberals, for their part, tend to simplistically
blame conservative rigidity without really being open to courageously look
at some of places within secularity where faith in a transcendent God and
an incarnate Christ run antithetical to some of the cultural ethos and ideolo-
gies within secularity. Both sides, as is evident from their excessive defen-
siveness, seem afraid to look at all the issues.

What must we do preventatively to turn our churches into field hospi-
tals? The image Mr. Halik proposes here is rich but is intelligible only within
an understanding of the Body of Christ and an acceptance of the deep
connection we have with each other inside the family of humanity. We are
all one, one living organism, parts of a single body, so that, as with any
living body, what any one part does, for disease or health, affects every
other part. And the health of a body is contingent upon its immune system,
upon those enzymes that roam throughout the body and kill off cancerous
cells. Today our world is beset with cancerous cells of bitterness, hatred,
lying, self-protecting fear, and tribalism of every kind. Our world is mor-
tally ill; suffering from a cancer that’s destroying community.

Hence our ecclesial communities must become places that generate the
healthy enzymes that are needed to kill off those cancer cells. We must

create an immune system robust enough to
do this. And for that to happen, we must
first, ourselves, stop being part of the cancer
of hatred, lying, fear, opposition, and tribal-
ism. Too often, we ourselves are the can-
cerous cells. The single biggest religious chal-
lenge facing us as ecclesial communities to-
day it that of creating an immune system that’s healthy and vigorous
enough to help kill off the cancerous cells of hatred, fear, lying, and tribal-
ism that float freely throughout the world.

Finally, our convalescent role: Our ecclesial communities need to help
the world come to a deeper reconciliation vis-a-vis the traumas of the past.
Happily, this is one of our strengths. Our churches are sanctuaries of
forgiveness. In the words of Cardinal Francis George: “In society every-
thing is permitted, but nothing is forgiven; in the church much is prohib-
ited, but everything is forgiven.” But where we need to be more pro-active
as sanctuaries of forgiveness today is in relation to a number of salient
“traumas of the past”. In brief, a deeper  forgiveness, healing, and atone-
ment still needs to take place apposite the world’s history with coloniza-
tion, slavery, the status of women, the torture and disappearance of peo-
ples, the mistreatment of refugees, the perennial support of unjust re-
gimes, and the atonement owed to mother earth herself. Our churches
must lead this effort.

Our ecclesial communities as field hospitals can be the Galilee of today.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Bayview Funeral Home

1461 Manawagonish Road, West Saint John, NB
506-634-74245      www.brenansfh.com

Church asked to do more to stop abuse
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — While acknowledging Vatican-mandated reforms
in the handling of clerical sexual abuse, four U.N. special rapporteurs
urged the Vatican to make it mandatory that church officials everywhere
report abuse allegations to civil authorities.

The four human rights experts, volunteers who investigate and make
recommendations on behalf of the U.N. Human Rights Council, also ex-
pressed "concern about the continued efforts of members of the Catholic
Church to undermine legislative efforts to improve the prosecution of
sexual abuse against children in national courts" and to lobby legislatures
"to preserve the statute of limitations on these crimes."

The report, sent to the Vatican in April and published on the website of
the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights June 21, was
written by special rapporteurs working on the promotion of truth, justice
and reparation; on the sale and sexual exploitation of children; on torture
and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; and on
the rights of persons with disabilities.

Vatican law requires church officials to follow local laws that mandate
reporting of allegations to police and other civil authorities, and even when
not required to do so, they are encouraged to report the crimes. However,
in explaining the lack of a blanket mandate, Vatican officials frequently

(continued on page 11)
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Campaign to have UN Declaration on Indigenous rights
become part of Canadian law finally paying off
By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA – There have been false starts
and bitter disappointment before, but many
Catholic and other faith organizations now see
a light at the end of the tunnel and expect that
a key aspect of reconciliation with Canada’s
First Peoples will be achieved.

They expect that the Senate will join with
the House of Commons in the coming days,
and approve Bill C-15 that will give legal stand-
ing to the United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples in Canada.

“It is past time to turn this sad story of
prevarication around, moving towards right
relationships with Indigenous Peoples of this
land,” a June 2021 letter from faith organiza-
tions to the government Leader in the Senate
said just as the Senate started final debate on
Bill C-15 after the House of Commons over-
whelmingly passed the bill in the House of
Commons in May.

“Bill C-15 is a critical step toward recon-
ciliation with Indigenous peoples. Call to Ac-
tion #48 of the Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission counselled all faith groups in Canada
to formally adopt and comply with the princi-

ples, norms and standards of the Declaration as
a framework for reconciliation,” the letter to
Senator Marc Gold said. “In this spirit, our sup-
port for Bill C-15 is an expression of our com-
mitment to reconciliation with humility. It is part
of wider efforts by faith communities to
decolonize our minds and hearts, work against
racism, and develop just relationships.”

One of the signatories of the letter Joe Gunn,
who is executive director of Centre Oblat – A
Voice For Justice that has an office at the
Catholic St. Paul University in Ottawa, said
the fact that it now appears that the UN Dec-
laration will be part of Canadian law shows
that faith groups’ lobbying efforts can have
an impact.

“It is evidence that religious groups can be
part of the solution and can play an important
role in getting governments to act,” Mr. Gunn
told the Canadian Catholic News.

“This has been a very important issue for
faith organizations across the county,” he said.
“It is a win.”

As the June 4 letter to the senators explains,
the road to the Canadian government officially
entrenching the UN Declaration into federal
Canadian law has not been a smooth cam-
paign as the failure of a previous bill that tried

Church to blame for residential schools: poll
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

While the work toward a formal apology
from Pope Francis is ongoing, a clear major-
ity of Canadians hold the Catholic Church pri-
marily responsible for the damage done by
residential schools, according to a Leger poll
conducted June 4- 6.

Sixty-six per cent of 1,539 people polled
said the Church bears responsibility for the
tragic residential school history, while 34 per
cent say the federal government should be
blamed.

It has been difficult to explain to Canadians
the complex history of Catholic apologies for
residential schools, a Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops [CCCB] spokesperson told
The Catholic Register.

“Apologies for wrongdoing were issued by
the entities that were responsible,” the CCCB
said in an e-mail. “More importantly, for dec-
ades the bishops of Canada have been and
are deeply committed to continuing a journey
toward greater healing and reconciliation, lo-
cally and nationally, to rebuild relationships

and trust between Indigenous peoples and the
Church in Canada.”

In the aftermath of the Kamloops Residen-
tial School discovery of 215 children in un-
marked graves, the CCCB designated bish-
ops to speak with the media and the organi-
zation issued a formal statement. Many bish-
ops have come forward to offer direct apolo-
gies, including the Archbishop of Toronto,
Cardinal Thomas Collins, and Archbishop J.
Michael Miller of Vancouver.

“There is more work to do and part of the
journey also involves increasing the aware-
ness of all Canadians as to the Church’s rec-
onciliation efforts and the work accomplished
at the local and national levels,” the CCCB
said.

The bishops’ conference is hoping a clearer
picture of the history of residential schools
will be embraced by Canadians.

“Responsibility lies with both the authors
of the policies and the organizations who
managed the schools. The government edu-
cational policies of assimilation, which were
the genesis of the schools run by Christian
churches, including Catholic entities, caused

to do that indicates.
“As you are aware, Bill C-262 died in the

Senate before the 2019 federal election,” the
letter said of the previous effort as it urged
senators to approve Bill C-15 before Parlia-
ment rises for the summer recess on June
23.

“We were extremely disappointed when this
took place, so ironically, on National Indig-
enous Peoples Day,” the letter from the faith
organizations that included Canada’s Jesuits
and other lay Catholic and church organiza-
tions.

“Implementation of the Declaration will re-
quire the federal government to undertake
substantial consultations with Indigenous
rights holders and organizations towards the
development of an Action Plan. Faith com-
munities commit to monitoring this process
with care,” the letter to the senators said.

Third reading of Bill C-15 was expected to
continue in the Senate on the afternoon of
June 15, which is after the Catholic Regis-
ter’s deadline. But debate on the bill in the
Senate up until this point makes it clear that
unless there is some unforeseen circum-
stance, Bill C-15 will eventually be approved
by senators.§

enormous harm and suffering at many levels
for countless Indigenous children, families,
cultures and nations,” the CCCB said.

In the past, not all of Canada’s bishops have
embraced the idea of inviting Pope Francis to
Canada, said emeritus Archbishop of
Keewatin-Le Pas Sylvain Lavoie.

“They’re sort of divided on that,” said Arch-
bishop Lavoie. “There’s some who don’t take
it very seriously. ... But again, maybe it took
something like Kamloops to wake people up
— although they were working on this (an
Indigenous delegation visit to the Vatican this

(continued on page 7)
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(continued from page 6)
year) before Kamloops happened, for a year
already.”

Archbishop Lavoie sees new urgency
from Canada’s bishops since Kamloops.

“There has to be some pretty powerful
leadership at the top of the Church, the
CCCB, to say, ‘Hey, we’re going to do this,’
” the archbishop said. “Maybe it’s coming.”

“Most Indigenous people, especially In-
digenous Catholics, see the pope as the
chief,” and “when there is a wound between
families, the fathers are engaged in the rec-
onciliation process,” Regina Archbishop
Don Bolen told Cindy Wooden of Catholic
News Service June 10.

Many Indigenous Canadians are looking
to the pope “to be connected, to take some
ownership and to speak on behalf of the
Church,” Archbishop Bolen said.

Asking the pope to make a formal apol-
ogy on Canadian soil is not an arbitrary re-
quest, the archbishop said. “The land is so
central to Indigenous spirituality, to meet
people on their land is vital in terms of a
relationship.” §

Restoring languages will help right past wrongs
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

EDMONTON — When news of the 215
unmarked graves at the former Kamloops
Residential School landed in Edmonton, an
elder in the Sacred Heart Church of the First
Peoples wanted to put out a statement in
Cree. The problem is that survivors of the
residential school system lost their language
when they were children in the schools.

So the Edmonton elder turned to Sacred
Heart pastor and Oblate missionary Father
Susai Jesu to translate the statement from
English.

Fr. Jesu is from India, where he spoke
the tribal languages of the sub-continent.
When he got to Canada, the Oblates of
Mary Immaculate gave him a year to con-
centrate on learning Cree. It’s a humbling
and delicate thing for him now to be asked
to help his parishioners express themselves
in their own language. He gave it his best
shot but asked the elder who brought him
the request to check it with Cree elders who
may speak other dialects.

Since leaving the Pelican Narrows and
Sandy Bay communities 700 kilometres
north of Regina, SK, to become pastor of
Sacred Heart more than a year ago, Fr. Jesu
has placed as much emphasis and energy
as he can on language-centred program-
ming at the parish. There is regular recita-
tion of the rosary in Cree, plus Cree and
Dene language courses at the parish tied in
with study of Indigenous spirituality.

“An action plan is emphasizing and putting
effort into language and teachings,” Fr. Jesu
told The Catholic Register. “That, at least
in my heart, I have taken seriously since
coming here.”

Could Catholics across Canada offer help
to Indigenous communities fighting to re-
tain their languages?

“For me, the bigger question would be
how could we fund it,” Fr. Jesu said.

“Reparations could be language learning,”
said emeritus Archbishop of Keewatin-Le
Pas Sylvain Lavoie. “That could be as good
a place to start as any. Helping people find
their buried children is one, but also help
learning their language.”

Archbishop Lavoie spent two years try-
ing to learn Cree but starting in his 60s and
balancing his duties as a bishop, he found
it difficult. But he recognizes how deeply
connected language and culture are. Re-
versing the effects of what the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission called a “cul-
tural genocide” will require repairing the
damage done to Indigenous languages.

From funding language immersion pro-
grams to setting up university chairs for
Indigenous linguists, there’s no shortage of
ways Canadian Catholics might serve In-
digenous communities trying to recover
their language, Archbishop Lavoie said.

Cree language guide and former Oblate
missionary Steve Andreas, who has de-

signed and taught courses in Cree at Blue
Quills University, recently proposed a
$200,000 video and audio media project in
support of Cree language and culture.

“Governments and sadly to say bishops
(some I have asked in the past) and reli-
gious congregations who worked for gen-
erations in residential schools (some I have
asked in the past as well) ‘like the ideas’
but don’t always connect the dots,” Mr.
Andreas said in an e-mail.

Mr. Andreas cautioned against a piece-
meal approach that would simply add lan-
guage recovery to an atonement checklist
for Canadians.

“Having respect is of utmost importance
as a beginning step for the Catholic
Church,” he said.

Land, culture, the environment and lan-
guage are all of a piece for most Indigenous
people.

“Certainly the revitalization of Indigenous
languages is important, but it has to be seen
in the context of what language really
means,” Mr. Andreas said. “It is not an iso-
lated topic. It is interconnected with eve-
rything that is sacred and profound… The
language of a nation is not something in
isolation. It connects and carries the an-
cient ancestral knowledges, carries the cer-
emonial knowledge, it is spiritual and deeply
tied to culture and identity. It is sacred be-
cause it comes from the sacred.”

For reconciliation plans to be taken seri-
ously, the Church will have to be engaged
in a range of issues, said Mr. Andreas.

“How about the Catholic Church espe-
cially using their moral authority for putting
pressure on governments to honour the
treaty right to education and to stand in
solidarity, supporting the initiative of origi-
nal, sovereign nations of this land to re-
ceiving the funding to create unique, In-
digenous-led immersion educational cen-
tres… without having to be under the au-
thority of the Catholic Church,” Mr.
Andreas said.

Canadian Catholics don’t have time for
endless agonizing over how and when to
address the residential school history, said
Mr. Andreas.

“Now is the time to embrace this oppor-
tunity to make amends,” he said. “Restitu-
tion is necessary, not merely sympathies
and apologies. We must make things right
— right the wrongs. That’s how good re-
lationships are built and restored.”§

Church to blame

Father Susai Jesu
(OMI Lacombe Canada photo)
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Novena and Act of Entrustment
In his Apostolic Letter Patris Corde, Pope Francis writes that,

“Each of us can discover in Joseph — the man who goes unno-
ticed, a daily, discreet and hidden presence — an intercessor, a
support and a guide in times of trouble.”

One of the ways to grow closer to St. Joseph this year is by
participating in the Novena and Act of Entrustment composed by
the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB), which be-
gan on June 22, 2021, and concludes on Canada Day, July 1,

June 27: St. Joseph, an accepting father
Reflection: Patris Corde, 4 (Apostolic Letter by Pope Francis, 2020)

Joseph’s attitude encourages us to accept and welcome others as
they are, without exception, and to show special concern for the
weak, for God chooses what is weak (cf. 1 Cor 1.27). He is the
“Father of orphans and protector of widows” (Ps 68.6), who com-
mands us to love the stranger in our midst. I like to think that it was
from St. Joseph that Jesus drew inspiration for the parable of the
prodigal son and the merciful father (cf. Lk 15.11-32).

Prayer: Vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life
St. Joseph, accepting father, we ask that you intercede with your

Son, the Saviour of the world, to give to the Church an increase in
vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life, filled with zeal for
the work of evangelization.

V. One thing I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after:
R. To live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. (Ps 27.4)

Action: Patris Corde, 4 Accept and welcome others as they are, with-
out exception, and show special concern for the weak.

June 28: St. Joseph, a creatively
courageous father
Reflection Patris Corde, 5 (Apostolic Letter by Pope Francis, 2020)

We should always consider whether we ourselves are protecting
Jesus and Mary, for they are also mysteriously entrusted to our own
responsibility, care and safekeeping. The Son of the Almighty came
into our world in a state of great vulnerability. He needed to be de-
fended, protected, cared for and raised by Joseph. God trusted Joseph,
as did Mary, who found in him someone who would not only save
her life, but would always provide for her and her child. In this sense,
St. Joseph could not be other than the Guardian of the Church, for
the Church is the continuation of the Body of Christ in history, even
as Mary’s motherhood is reflected in the motherhood of the Church.
In his continued protection of the Church, Joseph continues to pro-
tect the child and his mother, and we too, by our love for the Church,
continue to love the child and his mother.

Prayer: For youth and the elderly
St. Joseph, creatively courageous father, we ask that you intercede

with your Son, the Saviour of the world, that we may honour and
cherish the youth and the elderly by defending, protecting and caring
for them, as you cared for your Son and the Blessed Virgin Mary.

V. Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself,
R. Where she may lay her young, at your altars, O Lord of hosts, my

2021.
The first five days of the Novena and Act of Entrustment, June

22-June 26 were published in last week’s, June 18 issue of The
New Freeman. The last five days, June 27 - July 1 are below.

The complete set of documents and resources for celebrating
the Year of St. Joseph, including the Novena and Act of Entrust-
ment that begins on June 22, can be found at https://
dioceseofsaintjohn.org/year-of-saint-joseph.

Novena to St. Joseph
King and my God. (Ps 84.3)

Action: Take a step toward interior healing by accepting your per-
sonal history and embracing the things in life you did not choose.

June 29: St. Joseph, a working father
Reflection: Patris Corde, 6 (Apostolic Letter by Pope Francis, 2020)

Working persons, whatever their job may be, are cooperating with
God himself, and in some way become creators of the world around
us. The crisis of our time, which is economic, social, cultural and
spiritual, can serve as a summons for all of us to rediscover the value,
the importance and necessity of work for bringing about a new “nor-
mal” from which no one is excluded. St. Joseph’s work reminds us
that God himself, in becoming man, did not disdain work. The loss of
employment that affects so many of our brothers and sisters, and has
increased as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, should serve as a
summons to review our priorities.

Prayer: For workers, especially frontline workers, and for the unemployed
St. Joseph, working father, we ask that you intercede with your

Son, the Saviour of the world, that we may complete the life-giving
work that God, Creator of all things, has set us to accomplish and
attain the promised rewards.

V. Let the favour of the Lord our God be upon us, and prosper for us
the work of our hands.
R. O prosper the work of our hands! (Ps 90.17)

Action: Patris Corde, 6 Let us [...] find ways to express our firm
conviction that no young person, no person at all, no family should be
without work. Novena to St. Joseph

June 30: St. Joseph,
a father in the shadows reflection
Reflection: Patris Corde, 7 (Apostolic Letter by Pope Francis, 2020)

Being a father entails introducing children to life and reality. Not
holding them back, being overprotective or possessive, but rather
making them capable of deciding for themselves, enjoying freedom
and exploring new possibilities. Perhaps for this reason, Joseph is
traditionally called a “most chaste” father. That title is not simply a
sign of affection, but the summation of an attitude that is the opposite
of possessiveness. Chastity is freedom from possessiveness in every
sphere of one’s life. Only when love is chaste, is it truly love. A pos-
sessive love ultimately becomes dangerous: it imprisons, constricts
and makes for misery. God himself loved humanity with a chaste
love; he left us free even to go astray and set ourselves against him.

(continued on page 9)
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(continued from page 8)
The logic of love is always the logic of freedom, and Joseph knew
how to love with extraordinary freedom. He never made himself the
centre of things. He did not think of himself, but focused instead on
the lives of Mary and Jesus.

Prayer: For the needy, the addicted and the excluded
St. Joseph, father in the shadows, we ask that you intercede with

your Son, the Saviour of the world, for the needy, the addicted and

the excluded, that these who live in the shadows of this world may
find relief through the Father’s loving mercy.

V. Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.
R. Lord, hear my voice!  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my
supplications! (Ps 130.1-2)

Action: Let us strive to love others with freedom, to not think of
ourselves, but to focus on others, especially those most in need. ?

Novena to St. Joseph

Act of Entrustment
July 1
Sign of the Cross:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Act of Entrustment
O loving and humble Saint Joseph, Protector of the Holy Family

and Patron of the Universal Church and of Canada, we honour you as
the model of Christian virtues and entrust ourselves to you as our
inspiration and guide in living an authentic Christian life.

Modelled after you, whom the Scriptures call the Just man, draw
us closer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and to the Immaculate Heart of
Mary, that we may easily turn to the Lord in every circumstance of
our lives and, consecrated to Him, we may know, in our vocation,
the peace and joy of a holy life.

A man of listening and of action, you who have always been so attentive
to the voice of the Lord and to the fulfilling of His will, help us to
discern the signs of the times and to engage in the transformation of
our world.

Husband, father and worker, in solidarity with the human condition,
teach us how to be faithful to our baptismal promises and sensitive to
the sufferings and needs of our sisters and brothers.

A man of great faith, unshake-
able hope and a heart burning
with charity, come to the aid of
the Church and our country,
watch over the elderly, the weak
and the infirm, protect our chil-
dren and families, and sustain
those who give of themselves self-
lessly in pastoral and health care.

Merciful and compassionate
companion on our journey, you
who know the burdens weigh-
ing heavily on our hearts, inter-
cede for our many needs, so
that, by your powerful prayer,
we may be delivered from the
many dangers that surround us
so as to experience safety and
solace in the Lord and, at the
hour of our death, come at last
to the glory of our eternal home.
Amen.

Act of Entrustment Response
V. Joseph, who placed your hope in the Lord,
R. Pray for us.

V. Joseph, who experienced the unconditional love of Jesus and Mary,
R. Pray for us.

V. Joseph, whose poverty was turned into treasures in God,
R. Pray for us.

V. Joseph, who taught Jesus how to pray,
R. Pray for us.

V. Light of the Patriarchs,
R. You enlighten our path by welcoming the One who is the Light of
the world.

V. Patron of the dying,
R. You accompany us on our journey into Life. §
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Seen and unseen: The role of faith, reason in the search for alien life
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — With the expected release
this month of the U.S. Department of Defense's
report on unidentified aerial phenomenon, or
UAPs, the question of intelligent life beyond Earth's
solar system is back in the limelight.

The long-sought answer to "Are we alone in
the universe?" has been contemplated by many,
especially those who are curious about its scien-
tific and theological implications.

In an interview in 2015, several months after
the discovery of Kepler-452b — a so-called "su-

per-Earth" located approximately 1,400 light years
away in the habitable zone of its star — Pope
Francis was asked for his thoughts on the pos-
sibility of intelligent life existing on other planets.

"Honestly, I wouldn't know how to answer.
Until America was discovered, we thought it
didn't exist, and instead it existed," the pope told
the French news magazine, Paris Match. "But
in every case I think that we should stick to
what the scientists tell us, still aware that the
Creator is infinitely greater than our knowledge."

While science and religion are often pitted
against each other as separate and irreconcilable
camps, St. John Paul II saw the benefit of a
synergistic relationship that could lead humanity
toward a greater understanding of the unknown.

"Science can purify religion from error and
superstition; religion can purify science from
idolatry and false absolutes. Each can draw the
other into a wider world, a world in which both
can flourish," he wrote in a 1988 letter to the late
Jesuit Father George V. Coyne, former director
of the Vatican Observatory.

Which is why it should come as no surprise
to find Catholic scientists who are active in the
study of the possibility of intelligent extraterres-

trial life.
Among them is Jesuit Father José Gabriel

Funes, an astronomer and former director of
the Vatican Observatory, who leads Project
OTHER, a Spanish acronym that stands for
"Otros mundos, Tierra, Humanidad y Espacio
Remoto (Other worlds, Earth, Humanity and
Remote Space).

Speaking with Catholic News Service [CNS]
by Zoom from Cordoba, Argentina, Fr. Funes
warned that while the subject of intelligent extra-
terrestrial life can spur interesting and exciting
conversations, it also could veer into the realm
of conspiracy theories that depart from true sci-
ence.

"We need to address the topic in a profes-
sional way. And by professional, I mean in an
academic way," Fr. Funes said.

Project OTHER, he explained, brings together
astronomers, biologists, philosophers and theo-
logians at the Catholic University of Cordoba to
not only study the possible existence of intelli-
gent extraterrestrial life, but also the impact its
potential discovery could have on the scientific,
philosophical and religious comprehension of
humanity.

Their possible existence raises religious ques-
tions, including questions involving the mystery
of the Incarnation, in which the Word assumed
human nature and thus, as described by the Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church, Jesus is both
"true God and true man."

Whether the Incarnation is exclusive to Earth
or repeated in other planets with intelligent life,
Fr. Funes noted, has been pondered for decades
by theologians, including famed Jesuit theolo-
gian Karl Rahner, who died in 1984.

Nevertheless, Fr. Funes said, the incarnation
of Christ was and remains a "unique" event.

"I'm not a theologian, but my conclusion is
that one Incarnation is more than enough," he
told CNS. "We don't need to complicate things
more than they are. It's already difficult to un-
derstand one Incarnation, but this is my way of
thinking."

Dominican Father Thomas F. O'Meara, a re-
tired theology professor at the University of Notre
Dame and author of "Vast Universe: Extraterres-
trials and Christian Revelation," echoed Fr. Funes'
sentiment on the Incarnation, arguing that "the
Incarnation doesn't require that Jesus also be in-
carnate on other planets."

Regarding the existence of extraterrestrial life,
Fr. O'Meara told CNS that the fact that there are
billions of planets increases the likelihood of plan-
ets with both life and intelligent life.

That belief, he added, would probably be sup-
ported by one of the church's greatest scholars:

St. Thomas Aquinas.
"Thomas Aquinas' view of the world is that

God has made a world that is quite vast and
quite diverse," Fr. O'Meara explained.

"Now, of course, he had no idea how vast
and diverse it was, but that's what he sees just
from plants and flowers and fish and stars and
things like that. And he thinks that because the
point of the universe is to show the richness and
diversity of God," he said.

The belief in the likelihood of extraterrestrial
life is also shared by nonbelievers as well, in-
cluding Anders Sandberg, senior research fel-
low at the Future of Humanity Institute at the
University of Oxford.

Speaking to CNS, Mr. Sandberg said it is easy
to believe that the existence of life on Earth "is
just a one-time miracle." However, much like Fr.
O'Meara, the Swedish researcher believes that
the probability that earthlings are alone in the
cosmos is very low.

"We're probably not alone because the uni-
verse looks like it's actually infinite," he said. "We
haven't found any evidence that there is any kind
of edge on it or that it's curving together."

However, with many seeing the upcoming
Pentagon report as proof of alien life, Mr.
Sandberg told CNS that to immediately base a
conclusion on inconclusive evidence, such as
blurry images, "is a mistake," and that the con-
stant flood of information regarding unexplained
phenomenon should be taken "with a bit of cau-
tion."

"The world is large, so one-in-a-trillion chances
happen monthly and are reported globally," he
said.

Instead of assuming that "a weird blob" in the
sky is evidence of alien life, Sandberg suggested
people instead "maybe say, 'There are more weird
things in the world than I expected.'"

"Intellectual humility is a very useful thing,"
he said.

Contributing to this story was Robert
Duncan.§

Father José Gabriel Funes
(CNS/Paul Haring photo)
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Strong sense of community fuels K of C efforts
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

ROTHESAY — The Knights of Columbus are an enduring pres-
ence at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish in Rothesay. Despite the
many challenges of Covid-19 pandemic restrictions over the past 18
months, this council has adapted and continued its valued outreach,
thanks largely to the support of the congregation and pastor, Father
Stanislaus Paulin.

One ongoing project the Knights take pride in is its outreach to Romero
House in Saint John. For more than three years the council prepares be-
tween 350 and 375 hundred mls (35-37 litres) of soup for this ministry.

“Prior to Covid, 11-12 Knights would meet here [at the church] and
we would chop all of the veggies that we need
for soup. It would take about an hour. Then we’d
fill the pots and cook the soup,” Ernie Doucet, a
member of the parish Knights said. “Because of
Covid we’ve had to go to plan B: I purchase
whatever we need for the soup. Then [the
Knights] come, pick up the veggies, take them
home, chop them and bring them back the next
day. And that works well. The next day after the
soup is cooked we deliver it to Romero House.”

Fellow Knight Brian Speight remembers the
beginnings of the soup ministry. “It must have
been at a meeting three years ago,” he said. “Our
saying [with the Knights of Columbus] is, ‘Leave
no neighbour behind,’ and that’s what we’re try-
ing to do.”

Besides providing soup for Romero House, the
Knights have also organized teams to prepare sand-
wiches on a weekly basis. “Four teams of five peo-
ple pick up supplies, teams take turns meeting on

Saturday morning to make up sandwiches,” Mr. Speight said.
Community outreach is clearly the heart and soul of the Knights of

Columbus, and during the Covid-19 pandemic they have done their
best to maintain as much as possible, including their 40 cans for Lent.
“The congregation donates cans. This year we collected close to
4,000 lbs. of food products — anything that won’t go bad,” George
Holland, another fellow Knight said.

Mr. Speight added that, “For every 1,000 lbs. [collected] we would
receive $100 from the Supreme office in Connecticut, which always
goes towards the purchase of coats for kids. This year we are buying
26 winter jackets.”

“Everything we do as far as fundraising goes back to the commu-
nity, which is basically the foundation of the Knights of Columbus,”

Mr. Speight said.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish is also one of the few parishes in

the diocese that continues to assemble Christmas baskets. “Simply
because we have support from the parish,” Mr. Speight said. “We get
donations from parish; we don’t use vouchers. We have the man-
power and the support from the  congregation.”

Stressing that the baskets are intended for well beyond Christmas
Day, Mr. Holland said, “I know some people who’ve gotten them,
they couldn’t believe all that was in them. It goes to people that really,
really need them. Food goods, gifts for the kids — like a real Christ-
mas (hand delivered).”

No matter what is needed, all three men insist that outreach is a
parish-wide effort. “The parish comes together to support various
projects. We put a list on the board of what we need, and the parish
always delivers,” Mr. Holland said.

Mr. Speight agreed. “As much as we’re involved, there’s no better
congregation, and no more God-willing, good people in our congre-
gation than the one we have,” he said. “No matter what we ask for,
we get exactly what we need, as many times as we ask. We would
not be able to operate without the compassion of the congregation.
We can do our job, but a lot of what we do depends on the congrega-
tion supporting our cause, which they do.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

ROTHESAY — The Knights of Columbus of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish in
Rothesay insist that its outreach programs are successful because of the huge
support from the parishioner. (L to r) Knights Brian Speight, Ernie Doucet and
George Holland. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

(continued from page 5)
have maintained that in some countries the reporting of an allegation could
lead to persecution rather than the fair prosecution of a crime.

The rapporteurs noted positively Pope Francis' decision in 2019 to waive
the obligation of secrecy for those who report having been sexually abused
by a priest and for those who testify in a church trial or process having to
do with clerical sexual abuse, and they applauded the Vatican civil court's
decision to prosecute a priest accused of abusing a fellow student at a
minor seminary in the Vatican.

While they said it is important that the church allows reporting to police
of suspected cases of sexual abuse, they insisted the reporting should be
obligatory.

"In addition," they said, "we are seriously concerned about persistent
allegations of obstruction and lack of cooperation by the Catholic Church
with domestic judicial procedures in order to prevent accountability of
perpetrators and the provision of adequate reparations to victims."

The rapporteurs asked the Vatican "to establish, at its earliest conven-
ience, an investigative mechanism to clarify and establish the truth about
all allegations of sexual violence committed against children" by Catholic
priests around the world.

"Such a mechanism," they said, "must be independent, autonomous
from church authorities and in conformity with international standards." §

Church asked to do more
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FREDERICTON (photo left) — A small
group of parishioners St. John Paul II
Parish recently finished a 20-week Bible
study, A journey through the Acts of the
Apostle’s. The study involved scripture
reading, the Catechism of the Catholic
Church, video presentations, group
discussions and a workbook with
questions, maps, charts and
diagrams. Front row (l to r) Brenda
Mercer, Joyce Hudlin and Gisèle Conway.
Back row (l to r) Pauline Bourque, Grant
Pye, Peggy Dunne, George Bourque and
Father Charles Udeh, pastor. (Byron Conway

photo, also a member of the Bible study)

ROTHESAY — On Sunday, June 13, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish in Rothesay celebrated First Eucharist. Front row (l to r)
Pam Connolly, catechist, Kenzie Connolly, Cas Connolly, Abigail Layton, Levi Keating, Finlay Melanson, Henry Bell, Benjamin
Lesser and Emma Kiervin. Back row (l to r) Ivan Bachynsky,
catechist, Willem Baker, Jacob Watters, Mateo Ugarte Cabrera,
Father Stanislas Paulin, pastor, James Shepard, Allison Roger,
Chloe Bien Bondiongan, Sophia Babineau and Andrew
Bachynsky, catechist. (Submitted photo)

June 27, 2021
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Tme

First Reading: Wisdom 1.13-15; 2.23-24
Through the devil’s envy death entered the world.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 30.1+3, 4-5, 10+11a+12b (R1a)
R. I will extol you, Lord, for you have raised me up.

Second Reading:   2 Corinthians 8.7, 9, 13-15
Your present abundance should cover their needs.

Gospel (longer): Mrk 5.21-43
OR
Gospel (shorter): Mrk 5.21-24, 35-43

Little girl, get up!

Sunday’s Liturgy


