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COMMUNITY
True to our mission, Catholic schools excel in
building community, nurturing a faith-filled, family
atmosphere where each person is dignified and
valued as a unique child of God. Rooted in the spirit
of community, our commitment to fostering safe,
supportive classrooms moves beyond the physical
components of a safe space to include the
emotional and psychological sense of safety that
supports students in all aspects of their
development. 

Sacred H
eart School

St. Elizabeth School

"From the moment I walked in to
register her,  I felt the warmth of a
family and acceptance."

There is a difference in Catholic schools that you can feel. We celebrate a certain dignity
and respect for all students, each with diverse skills and unique characteristics.
Administrators select and cultivate educators whom are nurturing and inspiring and are
dedicated to effectively fortifying a secure environment with love and compassion. The
result is the preparation and implementation for an adaptive and evolving learning
environment where all students succeed in safe, supportive, and Christ-centered
classrooms. Our Catholic schools provide an education for a lifetime. 
 
St. John Paul II captured the Catholic school spirit of community as he proclaimed,
“Community is at the heart of all Catholic education, not simply as a concept to be taught,
but as a reality to be lived … your students will learn to understand and appreciate the
value of community as they experience love, trust, and loyalty in our schools and
educational programs, and as they learn to treat all persons as brothers and sisters created
by God and redeemed by Christ.”
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-Belinda Garcia
St. Elizabeth School Parent

Let Them Shine,
 
Dr. Rosemary J. Henry
Superintendent of Catholic Schools 
 



SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL WELLNESS
Catholic Schools have long been dedicated to the formation of the whole child, where
students develop spiritually, intellectually, socially, physically, and morally. The impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic is far reaching, with research indicating that it has taken a
significant toll on the social, emotional, and mental wellbeing of our nation's youth. In 2020,
we recognized the immediate need to proactively invest in supporting our students to
thrive in all aspects of their wellbeing.

All students in Pre-K - 8th grade now benefit from the Friendzy program. Students
learn the five core competencies of social-emotional learning (SEL) through the lens
of Scripture. Teaching friendship skills helps students manage their emotions,
improve their ability to set and achieve positive goals, and feel and show empathy
for others. The Friendzy curriculum also supports students in maintaining positive
relationships and making responsible decisions. In His creation, God designed us for
relationship and community.

SEL

Collectively our schools have expanded school counseling services for three
consecutive years. Our professional school counselors support students with the
knowledge and skills to achieve academic success and improvement in student
wellness and social-emotional development. Students may engage in small group or
individual counseling sessions with parent approval.

School Counseling Services

Professional Development for Teachers
With a renewed focus on the mental wellbeing of our students, teachers and staff
received additional training and support.  They engaged in workshops to strengthen
their own social-emotional competencies and to develop skills to support students
through  trauma and grief.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Academy
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Continuous assessment, active awareness, and ongoing improvement are essential
components of school safety.  Our Catholic schools have achieved tangible improvements
in many facets of school safety this year.

"See something, say something" is a
phrase we've all come to know. This motto
emphasizes our shared responsibility for
safety and care for each other. Our
Catholic schools have a convenient
reporting program that empowers
students, parents,  and staff to report
safety concerns directly to school
administrators at anytime. Learn more
about SafeSchools Alert or report a
concern at diocesecc.org/ssa. 

SAFE  ENVIRONMENT

SafeSchools Alert

Digital Safety

Bullying PreventionToday's digital world offers expansive
opportunities for growth in learning. With
technology integrated throughout the
curriculum at all ages, we prepare students
to be our future leaders and to use
technology to make a positive impact on
our world. We have integrated programs
such as BARK for Schools and GoGuardian
Teacher to enhance the safety of our
digital learning tools. These safeguarding
programs ensure appropriate guardrails for
digital exploration and detection of
potential problems to protect our students.

Bullying is a serious challenge facing
today's youth. Any form of bullying is
unacceptable and is contrary to the
teachings of Jesus. In 2022, all schools
updated their Bullying and Anti-
Harassment policies. This ongoing
commitment to excellence includes
prevention education for students and
professional development for faculty and
staff.

SS. Cyril and Methodius School
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Emergency Preparedness

Our schools engage in ongoing planning
and preparation for a broad range of
emergencies that any school may
encounter. We have partnered with local
emergency response agencies to ensure
our policies, procedures, and emergency
plans align with modern best practices.
Each school has an established School
Safety Team that focuses on meeting the
evolving needs of each unique school
community.

Feel the Difference | 2022

http://diocesecc.org/ssa


Image: Bishop Garriga Middle School

ENGAGEMENT
An important aspect of a child's educational
experience is found in the friendships they
develop on their journey. Connection,
acceptance, love, and support from their
peers, fosters a confidence that allows them
to grow and learn. Catholic schools are
uniquely designed to engage students and
develop each student's potential both in and
beyond the classroom.  Each of our 13 schools
offer a unique array of opportunities for
participation in clubs, athletics, and other co-
curricular activities. There is something for
everyone! These important activities build
connection among students, staff and
families, increase student engagement, and
enrich each child's education. 

To deliver on our promise to
form our children in mind,
body, and spirit, is to foster a
love for wisdom and truth,
while integrating faith,
culture, and life.
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Bishop Garriga Middle Preparatory School



SERVICE LEARNING
With Christ as our teacher, service is one of the
pillars of Catholic education. In selflessly and
sacrificially serving others, students grow in
empathy, tolerance, respect, determination, and
hard work. Students of all ages develop a heart of
service and a love for humanity through diverse
experiences and service opportunities.  
 
The richness of the reward each child gains through
the lived experience of serving others is invaluable.
Students come to understand that to serve others is
to serve Christ.

"As each one has received
a gift, use it to serve one
another as good
stewards of God’s varied
grace...whoever serves,
let it be with the
strength that God
supplies, so that in all
things God may be
glorified through Jesus
Christ, to whom belong
glory and dominion
forever and ever."   
1 Peter 4:10-11

 St. Anthony School

St. John Paul II H
igh School
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Gifts of goods, (toys, food, clothing etc.) 

Gifts of time and talent

Philanthropy

Advocacy for the vulnerable

Support and appreciation for our community

In 2022, our students put faith into action, serving
our community through:



FAITH FORMATION

"I love how powerful the bond is
between the student body.  The staff
encourages [us] to live [our] faith to
the fullest and to become the best
version of ourselves"  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Academy

M
ost Precious Blood School
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-Amaris Vasquez
St. John Paul II High School Student

Distinctly Catholic, our faith is woven into every aspect of the Catholic school experience.
Students, teachers, school staff, and families form a faith community that together, actively
live out and celebrate Christian values in daily life.
 
Christ is at the center of student life on campus.  Students grow in their faith through
prayer, mass attendance, religion and theology classes, faith integration across the
curriculum, and participation in the sacraments. Their spiritual life is also enriched through
retreats, praise and worship, service projects, devotions, study of scripture, and liturgical
ministries and celebrations.  
 
Graduates of our schools emerge with a strong Catholic world-view, empowered with a
love of learning and a joy for life-long pursuit of faith, wisdom, and virtue.



Our students Feel the Difference as they learn,
grow, pray, lead, and succeed together!

Let us partner with you on your journey
to discover Catholic Schools:

The Office of Catholic Schools
555 N. Carancahua, Ste 750

Corpus Christi, TX 78401
361-882-6191

 


